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1990 Masters Tournament 
Questions by the Black Death Commemorative Society 

(Celebrating 641 Years of Plague in the West) 

Toss-Ups 

1. . Its castle is maintained as a historical museum. Located south of 
Mexico City, it was the site of a brave defense to the death by Mexican 
cadets during the Mexican-American war. For 10 points - where is it? 

Answer: Chapultepec 

2. At the beginning of the play, he is a kindly old rich chump being used 
by his Greek friends as a source of lavish parties and presents. By the 
end of the play. he is a misanthropic troglodyte who refuses to aid his 
former friends in assuming command of the army and fending off a Spartan 
attack. For 10 points - name this Shakespearean play. 

Answer: Timon of Athens 

3. The conquest of this nation began in 1563 with the founding of Cartago 
by the Spanish. Gaining independence in 1821, it was successivelY part 
of the Mexican Empire and of the Central American Federation before 
becoming a sovereign republic in 1838. Most of the people live in a 
plateau region surrounded by volcanoes. For 10 points - name this 
country, one of the most stable in the region and which has no standing 
army. 

Answec: Costa Rica 

4. If you're lucky, you will never encounter this animal in your home. 
Found predominantly in Central and South America, it has course, scant, 
brownish hair flecked with yellow. Usually reaching a length of 4 feet 
and a weight of 75 to 100 pounds, it is the largest living rodent in the 
world. For 10 points - name this big cousin of Ben and Willard. 

Answer: Capybara 

5. Presently, he heads up the Israeli government post that deals with the 
relocating of Jewish settlers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. At one 
time, he was a Minister without Portfolio and a Defense Minister. He 
has also had his turn in American courts as a plaintiff in a lawsuit 
against Time magazine for libel. For 10 points - name him. 

Answer: Ariel Sharon 



6. "Never paint an old woman under any circumstances." But the artist 
broke his vow and painted an ugly, vain old woman to look like a 
medieval Bo Derek. In fact, when the Duke who patronized the project 
saw this painting, he broke up the court by jesting that "If I could 
have that girl's body even with IIY wife" s head, I would be a happier 
man." For 10 points - name this portrait by "Titian. 

Answer: Venus of Urbino 

1. If you were "in the arms of Horpheus", you would probably be asleep. 
For 10 points - what would you probably be if you were "in the lap of 
Abraham? 

Answer: You would be dead (accept equivalents) 

B. In 1901. the first Nobel Prize in literature was awarded to Rene Sully
Prudhomme for his Strangers and Poems. But the award should have gone 
to this man, who was the first to be nominated but failed to get the 
award due to the conservative makeup of the judges and the fact that 
Nobel hated his novels. For 10 points - name this other French author, 
known for such works as Nana and J'Accuse. 

Answer: Emile Zola 

9. It grows best in cooler parts of the temperate zone. It has fleshy, 
tart, and lightly acidic leafy stalks which can be eaten raw or cooked 
into pies. In Tibet, it was used as a cathartic. People with arthritis 
or rheumatism should avoid eating it to prevent aggravation of their 
disorder. For 10 points - name this herb. 

Answer: Rhubarb 

10. Their ranks included university students, poor scholars, unfrocked 
priests, runaway monks, and clerks who begged and sang their way from 
place to place. Their songs attacked the immorality of church life and 
included lusty paeans to love, wine, and the vagabond life. For 10 
points - identify these 11th to 13th century "wandering scholars." 

Answer: The Goliards 

11. He founded the school of instrumentalism, which holds that truth is an 
instrument used by human beings to solve their problems and that it must 
change as their problems change. His view of democracy as a primary 
ethical value permeates his educational theories. For 10 points - name 
this American, the author of Democracy and Educ,'ation. 

Answer: John Dewey 



12. It was a sparsely populated island when it was purchased by the British 
East India Company in 1819. In 1826, it became part of the Straits 
Settlements colony. Occupied by the Japanese during World War II it 
joined the Federation of Malaysia in 1963 but withdrew from the ' 
federation in 1965. To this day, it is an independent city-state. For 
10 points - name this nation led by Lee Kuan Yew. 

Answer: Singapore 

13. You can find this substance in cosmetics, crayons, and oil paints. In 
addition, it is widely used in the manufacture of fertilizer, cement, 
and lime. Natural forms of it contain calcareous remains of minute 
marine animals within fine-grained, porous limestone. For 10 points -
what is it? 

Answer: (If "calcium carbonate is given on an 
early buzz, ask for more information.) 

14. He considered himself the successor of Immanuel Kant but equated Kant's 
"thing-in-itself" with a blind impelling force manifesting itself in 
individuals as the will to live. He wrote that pleasure was simply the 
absence of pain and that pleasure can be achieved only through the 
renunciation of desire. For 10 points - name this 19th century German 
contemporary of Hegel who wrote The World as Will and Representation. 

Answer: Arnold Schopenhauer 

15. The story takes place on Sullivan's Island, off the coast of South 
Carolina. William Le Grand accidentally discovers a cipher giving the 
location of a buried treasure. Upon deciphering the message, he drops 
an item through one eye of a skull and unearths a fortune. For 10 
points - you name the item dropped into the skull and you'll name the 
Edgar Allan Poe work. 

Answer: The Gold Bug 

16. In Matthew, verses 5 through 7, Jesus explains the essence of the true 
disciple and enunciates his teachings of love and righteousness. For 10 
points - what is the common name for this speech? 

Answer: Sermon on the Mount 

17. A hero at the battle of Verdun, he died of typhoid fever from eating 
contaminated oysters in 1932. In fact, his death spared him the great 
embarrassment of seeing the Wehrmacht (vair-mocked) bypass the system of 
fortifications which bore his name. For 10 points - name him. 

Answer: Andre Haginot 



18. You start out with a solution that is intensely purple. You add a 
chemical that provides electrons via oxidation. The purple solution 
gradually fades as the transition metal present in that purple-colored 
ion is reduced. Your end product is a brownish precipitate which is an 
oxide. Further reduction of the metal would result in a colorless 
solution. For 10 points - which transition metal, atomic number 25, 
must be present in . this solution? 

Answel-: Manganese (Permanganate is reduced to 
Manganese Dioxide is reduced to 
Hanganese(II) ion.) 

19. his first film was a 20 minute surrealist short made in collaboration 
with Salvador Dali. His first feature film was entitled TI7e Golden Bee. 
In 1973, after 45 years of filmmaking, he was awarded an Academy Award 
for his film TI7e Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie. For 10 points -
name this Spanish director with an obsession for the works of Eugene 
O'Neill. 

Answer: Luis Bunuel (Tilde on the n) 

20. It usually doesn't have a pleasant smell, since it is composed mainly of 
partly decayed organic material. Usually found as an amalgam of plant 
materials, manure and soil, it is used as fertilizer and increases the 
amount of humus in the soil. For 10 points - what is thi~S us~efU11. .. ~ 
substance? /V 

Answer: Compost 

21. Bound East for Cardirf and other Plays, The Long Voyage Home, and The 
f/(.1QI7 or the Caribbees and Other Plays are all lesser known works by the 
author of such works as Anna Christie and The Iceman Cometh. For 10 
points - name him. 

Answer: Eugene 0' Neill 

22. Today it refers to the Adriatic coast of north central Albania. In the 
6th century BC, it was a region occupied by warlike and piratical 
Dalmatians. The region withstood attacks by the Greeks and Hacedonians. 
However, the Romans conquered the region in 168 BC. For 10 points -
where is it? 

Answer: Illvria 

23. Created in 1950, it remains even today a very exclusive club. Henry 
Hitchell was its first member, but was dropped in 1958 after no one 
could find him. Other notables included James Earl Ray and Angela 
Davis. For 10 points - name the Robert Stack narrated TV series and you 
have named the club. 

Answer: Ten Host Wanted 



24. "If two systems are in thermal equilibrium with a third system, then 
they 3ie in thermal equilibrium with each other." For a quick 10 points 
- which law of thermodynamics have I just stated? 

Answer: Zeroth Law of Thermodynamics 

25-.- His fi ~t litera,y attempt, cata.lina, was unsalable. He struggled for 
some time and was on the brink of starvation when he wrote his first 
success, Brand, a work whose theme of epic failure he could identify 
with. But this author did have a happier ending. For 10 points - name 
this author of Tile wild Duck, The liaster Builder, and //n Enemy of the 
Pecple. 

Answer: Henrik Ibsen 
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Bonus t 1 - 25 Points Possible 
Earlier this year, PBS broadcast on four consecutive nights The Ring or 
the Niebelung by Richard Wagner. Identifying the plays in the Ring 
Cycle would be child's play (at least, it should be). So - for 5 points 
each - let's test your knowledge of the particulars of the Ring Cycle. 
1. In Oas Rheingold, the giants got a magical helm in addition to the 

cursed ring. Name that helm! 
2. Siegfried will become a central character later in the Cycle, but 

who were his incestuous parents? 
3. The Ring could only be fashioned by one who would renounce love. 

Name the dwarf that made such a vow. 
4. Name the giant who transforms himself into a dragon with the help 

of the Tarnhelm. 

Answer: 1. 
3. 

Bonus • 2 - 25 Points Possible 

Tarnhelm 
Alberich 

2. 
4. 

Siegmund and Sieglinde 
Fafner 

Botanists have discerned a number of factors that affect the growth of 
plants - otherwise known as "-tropisms". For 5 points each and an 
additional 5 for all correct - name the "-tropism" for the following 
stimuli . 
1. Light Answer: 
2. Water Answer: 
3. Gravity Answer: 
4. Touch Answer: 

Bonus • 3 - 30 Points Possible 

Phototropism 
Hydrotropism 
Geotropism 
Thigmotropism 

(Accept: Heliotropism) 

The American Revolution had its military ups and downs for the underdog 
Colonials. For 10 points each - name the following battle locales from 
a brief description. 
1. This September 1777 battle outside Philadelphia ended in a victory 

for General Howe and the Redcoats and led to the capture of 
Philadelphia. 

2. This June 1778 battle saw an attack on the retreating British 
forces from Philly by Colonial troops near this New Jersey town. 

3. August, 1780. The Americans were trounced by General Cornwallis 
and his forces at this South Carolina locale. It was one of the 
greatest disasters in American military history. 

Answer: 1. Brandywine 
3. Camden 

2. Monmouth 



Bonus • ~ - 30 Points Possible 
It's time to pack your bags and head off for that favorite African 
Geograph~ bonu~. Y~u~ job is to c~rrectly identify the country given 
some of lts maJor cltles. If you ldentify the country based on its 
second most populous city, your team will receive 10 points. If you 
need the most populous city (which is also the national capital), your 
team will receive a paltry 5 points each. 
1. a. Jinjo b. Kampala ~ 
2. a. Sfax b. Tunis \D/ 
3. a. Cotonou b. Porto Novo S 

Answer: 1. Uganda 2. Tunisia 3. 

Bonus • 5 - 25 Points Possible 
This collection was edited by Charles W. Eliot and published by P.F. 
Collier and Son. The original idea for this collection can be traced to 
a chance rema rk by Eliot: "All the books needed for a real education 
could be set on a shelf five feet long!" For 25 points - name this 
fifty-volume set of books, containing selections from the literature of 
the world. 

Answer: Ha rva rd Classics 

Bonus • 6 - 25 Points Possible 
They are referred to as part of the Pastoral Epistles because of their 
theme of "care of the church." Together, they outline a course of 
church action, detail such administrative functions as the selection of 
bishops and ministers and the treatment of the unfaithful, and provide 
guidelines for the duties of Christians. Scholars believe that they 
were written by a disciple of Paul after his death. 10 points for one 
and 25 for both - name these two books of the New Testament. 

Answer: Timothy I and Timothy II 

BonI:Is I 7 - 25-poi-n1:!;-Posstb-re 
Ranger Bob is suffering through an organic compound identification 
crisis. He has before him the structures of five aromatic compounds and 
their identities, but he can't seem to match them up. (READER: Hand 
the team the appropriate sheet with structures and names.) See if you 
can help the Ranger out. For 5 points each - and within 20 seconds -
match the structure with the correct name. 

Answer: 1 Phenanthrene 
2 Pyrene 
3 BiQhenyl 
4 NaQh:i:halene 
5 Anthracene 



Bonus t 8 - 30 Points Possible 
Identify the 8iblical character based on the following clues, 30-20-10. 
1. His name comes from the Hebrew for "laughter", which was his 

mother's reaction at being pregnant with him. 
2. He is the first to be circumcised at eight days as commanded by 

God. 
3. He was the son of Abraham and Sarah and the fulfillment of the 

Divine promise of an heir of Abraham with whom God would establish 
his eternal covenant. 

Answer: 

Bonus I 9 - 20 Points Possible 
Since network television has finally demeaned itself yet again by 
presenting a prime-time version of "Monopoly", it is only fitting that 
we do the same. Let's see how well you remember the relative worth of 
the properties in the game. For 5 points each - for each list of three 
properties that I give, tell me which one is the most expensive to buy. 
1. St. James Place, Pennsylvania Railroad, Kentucky Avenue. 
2. Harvin Gardens, Short Line Railroad, Virginia Avenue. 
3. Water Works, St. Charles Place, States Avenue. 
4. Indiana Avenue, Ventnor Avenue, New York Avenue. 

Answer: 1. Kentucky Avenue 
3. Wate r Works 

Bonus t 10 - 20 Points Possible 

2. Marvin Gardens 
4. Ventnor Avenue 

The year was 1932. Disgruntled World War I veterans gathered in the 
nation's capital to press their demand for immediate payment of $1,000 
which was supposed to be due to them in 1945. The Senate killed a bill 
that would have allowed this payment and President Hoover called out the 
Army. Douglas MacArthur led the troops that drove out these veterans, 
but their demands were finally met "in 1936. For 20 points - who were 
these veterans? 

Answer: Bonus Expeditionary Force or Bonus Army 

Bonus t 11 - 30 Points Possible 
Identify the contemporary American writer, 30-20-10. 
1. Appropriately enough, he was the first guest to freak out David 

Letterman. When Dave told him he was an interesting guy and was 
welcome on the show anytime, he replied, "No, I don't think so. I 
won't ever come back on this show again." True to his word, he" 
has never returned. 

2. He is the a.uthor of Generation or Swine. 
3. The inspiration for a comic-strip character, he is known as the 

"Father of Gonzo Journalism. 

Answer: Hunter S. Thompson 



Bonus I 12 - 30 Points Possible 
Identify the English novelist and playwright based on some of his works 
30-20-10. ' 
1. The play The Silver Box. 
2. The novels The Itllite flonkey, The Silver Spoon, and The Swan Song 

(part of his series f? fI(;dern Comedy published in 1929). 
3. The novels The flan or Prcperty, In Chancery Row, and To Let Cpa rt 

of his series The Forsyte Saga). 

Answer: John Galsworthy 

Bonus I 13 - 20 Points Possible 
His real name was Jacopo RObusti, but he was also known as /1 Furioso 
because of the extreme rapidity with which he painted. His leading 
works include the San Rocco frescoes, of which the best known are The 
Annunciation and Tile Agony in the Garden. He also painted Legend or the 
Bc;dy or st. tfark, Four Allegories or Venice and Bacchus and Ariadne. 
For 20 points - name this 16th century Venetian painter. 

Answer: Tintoretto 

Bonus I U - 20 Points Possible 
The past decade might be called (among other things) "The Decade of the 
Personal Computer." As you move on into the "real world" (if you aren't 
there already), you will find a dazzling array of commercial software 
products available for home and/or business. For 5 points each - see if 
you can identify the manufacturer of the following commercial software 
programs for your PC. 
1. dBASE Answer: Ashton-Tate Corp. 
2. Powerpoint Answer: Hicrosoft Corp. ~ 
3. Hagellan Answer: Lotus Development Corp. 
4. DisplayWrite Answer: l]tl or International Business 

Hachines 

Bonus I 15 - 25 Points Possible 
He taught that there is no permanent reality except the reality of 
change, a position illustrated by his maxim "You cannot step twice in 
the same river." This 6th and 5th century BC Greek philosopher believed 
fire to be the underlying substance of the universe and all other 
elements to be transformations of it. For 25 points - name him. 

Answer: Heraclitus 

Bonus I 16 - 25 Points Possible 
This phemonenon is the potential difference that develops across a metal 
or semiconductor placed in a transverse magnetic field when an electric 
current flows in it. This voltage is at right angles to the both the 
current and magnetic field directions, and arises from the deflection of 
moving charge carriers by the magnetic field. For 25 points - name this 
effect. 

Answer: Hall Effect 



· . 

Bonus I 17 - 30 Points Possible 
When Sir Winston Churchill was first elected to the House of Commons in 
1900, tne Marquis of Salisbury was the Prime Minister. Before Churchill 
beca~'le Prime Minister in 1940, Neville Chamberlain was the PM. In the 
interim, seven other men served in that post. For 5 points apiece -
name any six of them. 

Answer: ~:~~-=~~' Sir Henry Campbe:u B6liilerrnan, Herbert 
David Lloyd George, Arthur BOfld1 ta;;- Stanley 
James Ramsay MacDonald 

Bonus I 18 - 25 Points Possible 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

In this bonus, all of the following titles were derived from literary 
antecedents. For example, Frederick Forsyth's The Oogs of' War was taken 
from Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. For 5 points each - for each title 
and author that I give you, you supply the inspiration (the person) for 
that title. 
Precious Bane by Ma ry Webb 

f1 Handf'ul of Oust by Evelyn Waugh 

CaAes and f1le by W. Somerset Haugham 

Of t1ice and t1en by John Steinbeck 

Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward 

Answer: 

Answer: 

Answer: 

Answer: 

Answer: 

John Milton 
(Pa radise Lost) 
T. S. .E..l.i.Q1 (T he 
Waste Land) 

William Shakespeare 
(Twelfth Night) 

Robert ~ (To a 
House) 
P. B. Shelley (To 
a Skylark) 

Bonus I 19 - 25 Points Possible 
It occurred on February 7, 1812 and was of such tremendous force that it 
caused the Mississippi River to flow backwards for five hours, church 
bells in Boston to clang, and Indians in Canada to duck for cover. 
Fortunately, earthquakes such as this happen only every 500 years. 
1. For 10 points - name the fault along which the earthquake 

occurred. 
2. Now for 15 additional points - in which state was the epicenter of 

this earthquake. 

Answer: 1. New Madrid Fault 2. Missouri 

Bonus I 20 - 25 Points Possible 
This bonus Nill not ask you to identify various Assyrian sport.s legends 
- but the time frame is appropriate. For 5 points each - place the 
following battles from the Persian Wars (500-449 BC) in correct 
chronological order. The battles are: Salamis, Harathon, Plataea, 
Athens overrun by the Persians, and Thermopylae. 

Answer: Harathon (490 BC), Thermopylae (480 BC), Athens 
overrun (480 BC), Salamis (480 BC), plataea (479 Be) 



Bonus I 21 - 30 Points Possible 
Identify the American novelist, 30-20-10. 
1. After finding success with his first novel, he followed it up with 

the unsuccessful play We Bombed in New Haven. 
2. Other lesser known works by this 20th century American include GG~ 

Knows, Go(xi as Gold, and Something Happened. 
3. His first - and best-known - novel is catch-22. 

Answer: Joseph Heller 

Bonus I 22 - 20 Points Possible 
How well have you been keeping up on current events? For 10 points each 
- answer the following: 
1. This radical environmentalist group is spearheading a summer of 

civil disobedience in the Pacific Northwest, protesting the 
practice of cutting "old growth" redwoods by the forestry 
industry. 

2. Thanks to the premier of the province of Newfoundland, these 
amendments to the Canadian Constitution, which give special 
privileges to Quebec. will not be approved and may lead to the 
dissolution of the Confederation of Canada. 
Answer: 1. Earth First 2. Meech Lake Accords 

Bonus I 23 - 25 Points Possible 
It was a series of four agreements in 1954 that recognized the full 
sovereignty of West Germany and brought to an official end the post
World War II occupation. It also allowed West German participation in 
NATO and the Western European Union. For 25 points - name the city in 
which these pacts were negotiated and signed. 

Answer: Paris Pacts 

Bonus • 24 - 30 Points Possible 
If you take two monosaccharides and bond them together, your product 
will be a disaccharide. For 10 points each - given the following pairs 
of monosaccharides, name the resulting disaccharide. 
1. Fructose and Glucose Answer: Sucrose 
2. Glucose and Galactose Answer: Lactose 
3. Glucose and Glucose Answer: Maltose 

Bonus • 25 - 30 Points Possible 
Identify this Hungarian-born English novelist and essayist - if you dare 
- 30-20-10. 
1. He became an ardent Zionist after a trip to Palestine in 1926. In 

the 1930s, he became a Communist. His first autobiographical work 
, Scum of the Earth. was written while he was in a French 
detention camp. 

2. His works on science covered a vast range of subjects, from 
neurophysiology and molecular biology to behavioral psychology. 
During the 1960s and 1970s. he wrote Tile Ghost in the ffachine and 
The Case of the ffidwi"fe TG"t8d. 

3. His most famous work (not including collaborating on The Goo That 
Failed) is Darkness at Nool1. 

Answer: Arthur Koestler 




