Tossups 

1. Their contemporaries called them the “long-haired kings” and they are named for the leader of the Salain Franks from 447 to 457. They emerged under his successor, Childeric I, after victories over the Visigoths, Saxons, and Alamanni. Clovis I united most of Gaul north of the Loire after defeating the Visigothic kingdom of Toulouse at Vouillé and the Alamanni at Tolbiac. Their kingdom was divided amongst the king’s sons, but it was still conceived of as a single realm ruled collectively. FTP, name this Frankish dynasty which ended when Childeric III was deposed by Pippin III in 751.

          ANSWER: Merovingian Dynasty
2. The powdered metallic version is a fire hazard and it is essential to sea squirts, in whose blood, the concentration of this element is 100 times greater than it is in the water around them. Its most stable radioisotope has a half-life of 140 quadrillion years, much longer than the universe has existed. It was discovered by Andrés Manuel del Rio in Mexico City in 1801 and it is primarily used in the production of steel and other alloys. FTP, name this element, whose atomic number is 23 and whose chemical symbol is V. 

          ANSWER: Vanadium
3. The Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic of Azerbaijan recognizes its sovereignty, but as it is not an independent nation, this is not regarded as official diplomatic recognition. The Gambia announced plans to recognize this nation in May, 2005,* but the UN Security Council has condemned its 1983 declaration of independence as legally invalid, calling for all member nations to refuse recognition. FTP, so goes the fortunes of what nation, formally recognized only by Turkey and located on the northern 1/3 of an eastern Mediterranean island?

          ANSWER: Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
4. A statue of him can be seen in the old town square in Prague and he is responsible for introducing diacritics to Czech writing, especially the hacek. In 1402, he became rector of Charles University, the same year that he became a priest at Bethlehem Church, where he preached in Czech. He was inspired by the works of John Wyclif and he was put under the ban of a papal bull in 1409 for supporting Wyclifism. FTP, who is this Bohemian religious reformer, who predated Luther and Protestantism in his protest of the sell of indulgences by 100 years and who was burned at the stake after the Council of Constance in 1415?

          ANSWER: Jan Hus or John Huss or Jan Husinecký or Johannes de Hussinetz
5. It is one of the most challenging works in Middle English textual criticism, because there are no less than 50 manuscripts, none of which are derived directly from one another. It is believed to have inspired the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381* and it contains the first mention of Robin Hood in the English language. With the narrator, Will, attempting to find the true Christian life, the poem includes dream visions and examination of three allegorical characters, Do-Well, Do-Bet, and Do-Best. FTP, name this medieval allegorical poem credited to William Langland. 

          ANSWER: Piers Plowman or Visio Willelmi de Petro Ploughman
6. He succeeded his father in 1556 at the age of 12 under the regency of Bairam Khan, a Turkmen noble. That same year, one of his armies defeated Hindu forces under Hemu, restoring him to the throne of India, but the territories were greatly diminished. He attempted to move his capital from Delhi to Fatehpur Sikri, but this proved too difficult and instead governed his empire from a traveling camp. His last conquest was of Asirgarh, a fort on the Deccan plateau, because he had to face the rebellion of his son, Jahangir, in the north. FTP, who is this great Muhgal emperor?

          ANSWER: Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar or Akbar the Great or Akbar-e-Azam
7. A variant involving a Blue Prince, a Red Prince, and a Bishop, as well as 3 new connections exists in which students are required to determine where to place the 3 new links.* The original was proven impossible by Euler in 1736, when he determined that no node could have an odd number of links if a complete circuit of the desired form were to occur and that either no nodes or 2 nodes could have an odd number of links if the origin does not need to coincide with the terminus. FTP, what is this common math problem based on the geography of an 18th Century German city?

          ANSWER: Seven Bridges of Königsberg
8. The new planet described is Uranus, which had been discovered in 1781 by William Herschel, while Darién is in eastern Panama and was the site of Balboa’s sighting of the Pacific Ocean for the first time, not Cortez’s.* The description of the western islands sacred to Apollo is to set up a contrast with the East Indies which were the goals of both Balboa and Cortez. The work is a Petrarchan sonnet and was initially rejected because the poet had not been classically trained and was forced to read translations rather than the original Greek. FTP, name this poem by John Keats. 

          ANSWER: On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer
9. He has been known to occasionally drive Piggy’s little blue car and in a different vehicle, can be found both on the dash and on the gas. In yet another vehicle, he has also been known to trip quite hard while lying face down. Eventually, his head will split open and his stuffing will spill out into that car. While playing the drums, he is capable of pounding out the perfect prescription. FTP, all of this describes the antics of what faded-yellow stuffed animal often referenced in the songs of The Presidents of the United States of America?

          ANSWER: Chickie
10. Dr. Maxwell Edison; Roger Cobb; Neal Page; Newton Davis; Charlie Duell; Dr. Frank Sangster; Peter Sanderson; Ray Porter; Jonas Nightingale; Harris Telemacher; Gil Buckman; Lucky Day; Rigby Reardon; Orrin Scrivello, D.D.S.; Freddy Benson; Dr. Michael Hfuhruhrr; George Banks. FTP, these are all roles played by what comedian, best known for his “Two Wild and Crazy Guys” skit alongside Dan Aykroyd?

          ANSWER: Steve Martin
11. In 2001, he was forced to admit paternity of a daughter, Anna, by Russian-African model Angela Ermakova and in 2002 was convicted of tax evasion after he admitted to lying about living in Monte Carlo from 1991-93.* He won his first professional doubles title in Munich in 1984, the same year he turned pro, and he earned the nickname “Boom Boom” because of his powerful serve. FTP, who is this German tennis star, who in 1985 became the first German and the youngest man to win a singles title at Wimbeldon?

          ANSWER: Boris Becker
12. Jesse Ventura and Jim Brown both play hunters and the show is hosted by Richard Dawson, in a parody of his most famous role as host of the Family Feud.* After refusing to fire upon civilians during a food riot in Bakersfield, California, in 2017, Ben Richards is arrested, but escapes, resulting in his re-capture and appearance on a life-or-death game show, which no one has ever won before. FTP, what is this 1987 film starring Arnold Schwarzenegger, based on a novel by Richard Bachman?
          ANSWER: The Running Man
13. One theory says that the song was inspired by Isaiah 21:8-9, especially given the similarity between that verse and the couplet: “Outside in the distance, a wild cat did growl/*Two riders were approaching, the wind did howl”. The song was composed backwards, with that verse being written before the opening lines, “‘There must be some way out of here’, said the joker to the thief”. FTP, what is this Bob Dylan song, which first appeared on his album John Wesley Harding, and which is better known as a song covered by Jimi Hendrix for his album Electric Ladyland?
          ANSWER: “All Along the Watchtower”
14. He was a drilling equipment salesman and has been credited by some as being the greatest salesman to have ever lived. He was assassinated in San Francisco in 1984, but has since come back to life several times and has cheated death on several other occasions. He built a homemade television and it was on this that he saw a vision of God, which prompted him to write the PreScriptures and found the Church. FTP, who is this man, the pipe-smoking figurehead of the Church of the SubGenius whose image was taken from a piece of 1950s clip art and who was introduced to the world in the first SubGenius publication, “The World Ends Tomorrow and You May Die”?

          ANSWER: J.R. “Bob” Dobbs
15. In the future we will be able to purchase weapons from vending machines. Among the most popular are a group of robot assassins who can be programmed to kill anyone and who self-terminate upon the completion of their mission. One, a typical Heart Breaker 1373 model, was purchased to kill a woman named Jeff*, who is a bit testy because her name does not match her gender and who has mousetraps for hands and an electrical plug for a head. While fighting Jeff, our hero discovers a warning on his back warning of his self-destruction, so he merely wounds Jeff and becomes a freelance mercenary to pay for her hospital bills. FTP, so goes the story of what hero from a comic by Rob Schrab?

          ANSWER: Scud: The Disposable Assassin
16. Smoking with a stripper and his best friend; raping another friend; being fondled by Jimmy Swaggert;* in Dennis Rodman’s hair; with a nose like Michael Jackson; with Kevin Costner from The Postman; on Easter Island; at a Klan rally; in the crowd at Woodstock; in an FBI alien dossier; standing with Hitler; watching the JFK assassination. FTP, doctored photos of all of these can be seen with what Muppet character, who has also appeared in an actual photo of Osama Bin Laden during a protest rally in Bangladesh?
          ANSWER: Bert Is Evil
Boni 

1. Name the following ancient philosophers F10PE. 

A. This philosopher from Elea in southern Italy was a student of Parminides and is thought to be the first to use the reduction ad absurdum argument. He is best known for his paradoxes of motion which were mentioned in Aristotle’s Physics, including the paradoxes of the arrow and of Achilles and the tortoise.
          ANSWER: Zeno of Elea 
B. His ideas were strongly challenged by Parmenides, who believed that all change was illusory. He was famous for the saying “Panta Rhei” or “Everything flows” and is also famous for the idea that no man can cross the same river twice. He is also credited with the idea of the logos, which he believed was the origin of everything. 

          ANSWER: Heraclitus the Obscure or Heraclitus of Ephesus
C. His works were so thoroughly incorporated into those of his student Democritus, that Epicurus doubted his existence, but Aristotle and Theophrastus specifically give him credit for the development of atomism, or the belief that all things are composed of small, indivisible particles.

          ANSWER: Leukippos
2. Identify each of the following Eugene Ionesco plays from a brief description F10PE.

A. The Lady is the first to arrive, followed by The Colonel, Belle, the Photo-Engraver, the Newspaper Men, and the Emperor, all of whom are invisible. They take up spots on the title objects, which are arrayed around a lectern for the Orator, who, though deaf and dumb, has come to speak on behalf of the Old Man. 
          ANSWER: The Chairs or Les Chaises 
B. Bérenger is the lone character not to metamorphose into one of the title creatures, but he watches as his best friend Jean transforms and then attempts to kill him. Eventually, he contends with Daisy, the object of his affections, over the beauty of the title creatures and she departs, presumably joining them and transforming into one. 
          ANSWER: Rhinoceros 
C. The Smiths, residents of London, are playing host to their friends, the Martins. The families are then joined by the Smiths’ maid, Mary, and their friend the fire chief, who is also friends with Mary. Numerous non sequiturs punctuate the dialogue, including a mention of the title figure, and the final scene includes stage directions to start the play over again. 

          ANSWER: The Bald Soprano or La Cantatrice Chauve
3. Several English words are actually of foreign origin. F5PE, identify the language which provided each of the following words to the English language.

A. Sauna 

          ANSWER: Finnish 

B. Paprika 

          ANSWER: Hungarian or Magyar 

C. Atlatl 

          ANSWER: Nahuatl (prompt on Aztec or Mexica)
D. Lilac 

          ANSWER: Persian or Farsi 

E. Amok 

          ANSWER: Malay or Behasa Melayu 

F. Trek

          ANSWER: Afrikaans
4. Mathematics is full of conjectures and theorems, but some of them have been disproved. F15PE, identify the following failed conjectures related to number theory.

A. It states that every polyhedron has a Hamiltonian cycle through all of its vertices and would have been significant because it would have implied the four color theorem, if it had been true. It was disproved by W.T. Tutte using a polyhedron with 25 faces, 69 edges, and 46 vertices. 

          ANSWER: Tait’s Conjecture 
B. Related to Fermat’s last theorem, it states that for every number n greater than 2 the sum of n - 1 nth powers cannot itself be an nth power. It was first disproved by L.J. Lander and T.R. Parkin in 1966 using the n = 5 counterexample:    275 + 845 + 1105 + 1335 = 1445.
          ANSWER: Euler’s Conjecture
5. F10PE, identify the following about Aeneas’ trip to the underworld in Vergil’s Aeneid.
A. Aeneas is led to the entrance to the underworld by a sibyl here. Located just north of modern-day Naples, it was the site of the first Greek colony in Italy and Tarquinius Superbus was said to have lived out his life in exile in this city. 

          ANSWER: Cumae 

B. In order to leave the underworld, Aeneas must pass through one of the two gates of sleep, one of which is used only by false dreams and the other by true dreams. Aeneas passes through the former, which is said to be made of this.

          ANSWER: Gate of Ivory 
C. While speaking to his father Anchises, Aeneas learns of this river, which Anchises describes to him as the river of forgetfulness from which souls drink prior to returning to Earth to be born again with new bodies and identities.

          ANSWER: Lethe
6. F10PE, identify each of the following relating to the extension of Maxwell’s equations.

A. The modern mathematical formulation of Maxwell’s equations was the work of these two men, who reformulated Maxwell’s original system of 20 equations into a far simpler representation using vector calculus. Name either of them.

          ANSWER: Oliver Heaviside or William Gibbs 

B. After the Michelson-Morley experiment produced a null result for the change of the velocity of light due to the Earth’s hypothesized motion through the luminiferous aether, leading many to reject the idea of an absolute frame of reference and to this famous Einsteinian theory. 

          ANSWER: Theory of Special Relativity 
C. This theory dating from the 1920s shows that Maxwell’s equations can be derived from by extending general relativity into five dimensions. 

          ANSWER: Kaluza-Klein Theory or KK Theory
7. In Norse mythology, it was important to accessorize; if you did it well, often, your stuff would be named. F10PE, identify each of the following named accessories from Norse myth.

A. Stolen by Loki from its original owner, this ring was cursed and brought sorrow to all of its owners. Hreidmar was killed by Fafnir to possess it, then Fafnir by Sigurd, who gave it to Brynhildr, who killed herself when he left her.

          ANSWER: Andvarinaut 
B. This necklace, made primarily of amber, was worn by Freya and prevented anyone from resisting her feminine charms. It was made by 4 dwarves, each of whom she had to spend a night with, in order to obtain it. 
          ANSWER: Brisingamen or Brosingamen 
C. It was given by Skirnir to Gerd when he was wooing her after it had been recovered by Hermod. It was placed on the funeral pyre of Baulder by Odin and this golden arm ring had the ability to create 8 copies of itself on every 9th night. 

          ANSWER: Draupnir 

8. Identify the following people Alexander the Great executed during his Asian campaign F10PE.

A. He was the grand nephew of Aristotle and it was at his request that he was allowed to travel with Alexander’s retinue as the official historian. His opposition to Alexander’s adoption of the practice of proskynesis alienated him from the king and he was imprisoned and executed after he was credited with knowledge of a plot by Alexander’s pages. 

          ANSWER: Kallisthenes of Olynthus

B. He served as Alexander’s second-in-command and led the left wing during Granicus, Issus, and Gaugamela. His son, Philotas, was implicated in a plot to kill Alexander and was executed. Fearing his reaction or involvement, Alexander sent assassins to Media to kill him before he had a chance to defend or prove himself.

          ANSWER: Parmenion 

C. He was a trusted member of the Companion cavalry and served as leader of the agema, having saved Alexander’s life at Granicus. During a celebration of the victory over the Sogdian guerillas at Maracanda, he praised Philip, his former commander and friend and Alexander took offense. In a drunken rage, he murdered him with a lance.

          ANSWER: Clitus the Black
9. Identify the following movie from quotes 40-30-20-10

A. 40) “Hello”

B. 30) “That must be Nigel with the brie.”

C. 20) “My insurance does not cover PMS”

D. 10) “Bogey’s party is a pathetic excuse for all the idiots in our school to drink beer and rub up against each other in hopes of distracting themselves from the emptiness of their meaningless consumer-driven lives.”

          ANSWER: 10 Things I Hate About You
10. Identify the album from songs 40-30-20-10-1

A. 40) Some silence before a song begins or after a song ends. 

B. 30) “Please”; “Complication”; “Pilgrimage”

C. 20) “Ripe (With Decay)”; “Where Is Everybody?”; “Somewhat Damaged”

D. 10) “Starfuckers, Inc.”; “The Day the World Went Away”; “Into the Void”

E. 1) This Nine Inch Nails album shares its name with the song “The Fragile”

          ANSWER: The Fragile
11. Chuck Cunningham syndrome is jargon used by some TV critics and fans for the dropping of an important character from a TV series with little or no explanation. Identify the following characters who have all disappeared from TV over the years.

A. Never popular, this character played by Jaimee Foxworth on Family Matters saw her role on the show reduced steadily until she was written out in the fourth season. In her last episode, she goes upstairs and is never seen again.
          ANSWER: Judy Winslow

B. He was the fourth tentmate in the “Swamp” during the first season of M*A*S*H* but was written out of the series during the second season after it was revealed to the writers that there were no African-American surgeons in the US Army M*A*S*H* units during the Korean War. 

          ANSWER: Spearchucker Jones (accept either) 
C. After Tom Wopat and John Schneider left in 1982 because of contractual disputes, these two “cousins” arrived to fill their place. When the original stars returned in 1983, the cousins were promptly written off and never mentioned again.

          ANSWER: Coy and Vance (in either order)
12. Identify the following characters from the Mortal Kombat universe F15PE or F5PE from an easier clue.

A. 15) Some claim that this character first appeared in the original Mortal Kombat arcade game as a red-version of Scorpion, but he was in fact a glitch resulting from the combination of two characters.

     5) His first appearance was in Ultimate Mortal Kombat 3, as a warrior composed of dead souls collected by Shao Kahn. After Shao Kahn’s defeat in Mortal Kombat: Deadly Alliance his control over this warrior is broken by Kenshi.

          ANSWER: Ermac 
B. 15) Some claim that he is the character visible in the background of The Pit II in Mortal Kombat II fighting Liu Kang. 

     5) The cultists of the Dragon King forced him to guard the Great Dragon Egg and he first appeared in Mortal Kombat: Deadly Alliance, in which he is composed of molten material and flame. 
          ANSWER: Blaze (do not accept Torch for 15)
13. Identify the NFL player for which each of the following rules is named F10PE.

A. This rule, named for a member of the Fearsome Foursome defensive line for the St. Louis Rams, was enacted in 1977 and does not allow defensive linemen to slap offensive linemen in the head.

          ANSWER: Deacon Jones Rule
B. Enacted in 1979, this rule came about because of a play famously known as “The Holy Roller”. No fumbled ball on fourth down or any down during the last two minutes of play may be advanced or recovered except by the player who fumbled the ball.

          ANSWER: Ken Stabler Rule
C. Enacted in 1933, this rule replaced a previous one which required a player to be standing at least 5 yards behind the line of scrimmage in order to throw a forward pass. It allows a player to throw a forward pass from anywhere behind the line of scrimmage.

          ANSWER: Bronko Nagurski Rule
14. F10PE, identify the following characters from the Disney cartoon DuckTales who had previously appeared in the Scrooge McDuck universe created by Carl Barks.

A. She was originally modeled on Sophia Loren and Morticia Adams and her brother Poe was turned into a raven. Her primary goal as an antagonist of Scrooge is to steal his Number One Dime, which she believes is instrumental in acquiring a fortune like Scrooge’s.

          ANSWER: Magica de Spell (accept either Magica or de Spell)
B. Unlike most of the other villains, this duck often tries to kill Scrooge and he is in many ways very similar to Scrooge, both in his Scottish heritage and in his membership in the Duckburg Millionaires’ Club. He is best known as the Second Richest Duck in the World. 
          ANSWER: Flintheart Glomgold (accept either)
C. Though their family is quite large and stretches back many generations, their primary incarnation on DuckTales includes Ma, Bigtime, Burger, Bugle, Baggy, Babyface, Bouncer, and Bankjob. They have often been under the employ of Magica de Spell or Flintheart Glomgold and all wear orange shirts, blue pants, and their prison identification numbers. 
          ANSWER: Beagle Boys
15. So many people remember the winners of music awards for about a year and then forget them like Freshman Comp. Prove you’re less fickle and name the winners of each of the following awards from the 2000 CMAs F6PE. If the award is presented for a specific song, album, music video, etc., provide that as well as the artist. 

A. Vocal Group of the Year

          ANSWER: Rascal Flatts 

B. Horizon Award

          ANSWER: Joe Nichols 

C. Music Video of the Year

          ANSWER: “Hurt” by Johnny Cash (in either order)
D. Female Vocalist of the Year

          ANSWER: Martina McBride 
E. Vocal Duo of the Year

          ANSWER: Brooks & Dunn
16. Do you know more about college softball or soccer? [Moderator: Await response and read the appropriate bonus]
I. Identify the following about NCAA Division I softball F10PE.

A. This school won the very first Division I Women’s College World Series in 1982, and they have remained one of the best in college softball since, having won 11 titles and having made 17 appearances in the title game, both of which are records. 

          ANSWER: UCLA or University of California-Los Angeles or University of California at Los Angeles (prompt on

                         Bruins)
B. Since 1990, this city, home to the American Softball Association’s Hall of Fame field has played host to the Women’s College World Series, much in the same way Johnny Rosenblatt Stadium in Omaha, Nebraska, has played host to the College World Series since 1950. 

          ANSWER: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

C. This is the only school to have competed in the championship game in both Division I and Division II, having played in the first 6 Division II championship games, winning 4 of them, before moving up and losing to Arizona in the 1994 Division I title game.

          ANSWER: California State University, Northridge or Cal State-Northridge or CSU-Northridge (prompt on

                        CSUN or Northridge or Matadors)
II. Answer the following about college soccer in the US F10PE.

A. Though most schools are associated with the NCAA or NAIA, this college’s soccer team is part of the Premier Developmental League, an amateur league associated with the USL. 

          ANSWER: Brigham Young University or BYU or BYU Cougars (prompt on Cougars) 
B. This school has dominated women’s college soccer by winning 18 NCAA Division I championships and thrice finishing second. Among their records are winning 9 straight championships from 1986-94 and 13 of the first 14 championships beginning in 1981. 
          ANSWER: UNC or University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill (prompt on Tar Heels)
C. This award given annually to the best college soccer player has only been won twice by one man, Mike Fischer in 1995 and ’96, but has thrice been awarded to a woman twice, to Mia Hamm in ’92 and ’93, to Cindy Parlow in ’96 and ’97, and to Christine Sinclair in ’04 and ’05. 
          ANSWER: Hermann Trophy 
Extra Boni 

Academic. Though far more controversial today, especially among Bosniaks, Ivo Andrić is one of the most famous Yugoslav writers and still an important cultural artifact. F10PE, identify the following Andrić works from a brief description. 

A. Andrić’s most famous work in the English-speaking world, this novel traces the history of the small town of Višegrad from the 16th Century to the beginning of World War I, tying all of the individual human experiences, the folklore, and the anecdotes of the different groups which live there through the enduring image of the title object. 

          ANSWER: The Bridge on the Drina or Na Drini ćuprija 
B. The second novel in Andrić’s so-called “Bosnian Trilogy”, this work relates the last three decades of the life of Raika Radaković, which coincide with the first three decades of the 20th Century. Following the last request of her father, an impoverished merchant, Raika seeks her whole life to never part with her small fortune, and dies unloved and unlovable.

          ANSWER: The Woman from Sarajevo or Gospođica 
C. Set in the Bosnian town of Travnik, this work details the period from 1807-1814 when Ottoman viziers and French and Austrian consuls vied for control of Bosnia, while the local citizenry, comprised of Catholic Croats, Orthodox Serbs, Muslim Bosniaks, Jews, and Gypsies unite only in their contempt for these outsiders. 

          ANSWER: The Bosnian Chronicles or Travinčka hronika 
TRASH. Known for his stoic, deadpan look, Buster Keaton earned the nickname The Great Stone Face and the love of millions. F10PE, identify the following about his film career. 
A. Based on an actual event, this Keaton film featured the star performing many dangerous stunts, including sitting on a cowcatcher and running along the roof of a train, all as he tries to catch another train stolen by Union spies. 

          ANSWER: The General 

B. In A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, Keaton took this role, that of an old man seeking his children, who were lost at sea years ago when their ship was captured by pirates. In the end, he learns that Miles Gloriosus and Philia are his children after he discovers that they each have a ring with a gaggle of geese depicted on it. 

          ANSWER: Erronius 

C. Late in his life, Keaton took the lead role in this movie, written by Samuel Beckett, in which a man is followed by a camera, which he can only perceive when it is at a certain angle relative to him. In the end, the man discovers that the camera is in fact himself. 

          ANSWER: Film 

