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Round Eleven

Toss-Up Questions

1. Ulysses Grant later admitted that this was the only battle he would not fight again under the circumstances.  It ended when he tried to outflank the Confederates on June 12 and cross the James River, a maneuver that failed miserably.  Remarkable as one of the few Confederate victories towards the end of the Civil War, it began when the Union undertook a siege of Richmond and met a force 16 kilometers to the northeast at this village under Robert E. Lee.  FTP, identify this June 1864 battle of the Civil War that took place after the Confederates withdrew from the Battle of Spotsylvania.

Answer: Battle of Cold Harbor
2. It contains a liquid, often hydrogen, that is kept at slightly above its boiling point at a preliminary pressure that is high enough to prevent boiling.  Immediately before ionizing particles are passed through this device, the pressure is reduced and the particles then act as centers for the formation of tracks that can be photographed to determine properties like charge and mass.  FTP, identify this device for detecting ionizing radiation invented in 1952 by Donald Glaser.

Answer: bubble chamber
3. He was secretary of the admiralty from 1673 to 1688, and also served in Parliament and as president of the Royal Society.  Briefly imprisoned for his Stuart sympathies after the accession of William III, his patron was Sir Edward Montagu, earl of Sandwich, which put this writer in an excellent position to meet the many personalities of his day, who he wrote about extensively.  His most famous work was written in shorthand between 1660-69, and its approximately 1 million words were finally deciphered in 1825.  FTP, identify this English writer most famous for his detailed Diary.

Answer: Samuel Pepys
4. He has no physical form, but he is worshipped through his attributes, or Amesha-Spentas, which reflect various aspects of his divine nature, such as Righteousness and Power.  His name means “Lord Wisdom” and he is symbolized by fire, which burns constantly in his temples.  At the end of time, he will defeat his constant enemy Ahriman and rule over a new kingdom of earth.  FTP, identify this primary god of goodness worshipped by the Zoroastrians.

Answer: Ahura Mazda
5. The earliest philosophical associates of this word were the Skeptics, though its first appearance in print was by Friedrich Jacobi, who used this word to negatively characterize transcendental idealism.  Of its several varieties, the political type is associated with the belief that the destruction of all political order in necessary for societal improvement, while the ethical variety rejects absolute morality.  Coming from the Latin word for “nothing,” FTP, identify this doctrine that gained popularity via Turgenev’s Fathers and Sons.

Answer: nihilism
6. Social objectives included improving education, and increased health and nutrition.  Economic objectives included raising national incomes, accelerating industrialization, and increasing exports.  Established by the Charter of Punta del Este, signed in August 1961, this program eventually ceased to function during the 1970s due to its ineffectual programs.  Criticized by many to be an example of Yankee imperialism in Latin America, this was, FTP, what program prompted by John F. Kennedy to organize the development of member countries in the Organization of American States?

Answer: Alliance for Progress
7. In order for this reaction to occur, a catalyst consisting of a fine gauze of either platinum and rhodium or gold and palladium is used at a temperature of 800-950 degrees Celsius.  A competing reaction that produces nitrogen gas is thus avoided.  The starting compound, ammonia, is first combined with oxygen gas and a sample of nitrous oxide is produced.  The nitrous oxide is then reacted with water, which produces the desired compound.  FTP, identify this most commonly used industrial process that synthesizes nitric acid.

Answer: Ostwald process

8. Her poems are often hodgepodges of quotes from obscure sources, and are usually in patterned stanzas.  Famous for her poems about animals, she fell under the influence of Wallace Stevens and William Carlos Williams and edited The Dial from 1925-29.  Some of her collections include Nevertheless and O To Be A Dragon, and her Collected Poems won the Pulitzer and National Book Award in 1952.  FTP, identify this female poet whose most famous poem, about poetry, begins “I, too, dislike it.”

Answer: Marianne Moore
9. Editor of the psychoanalytic journal Imago, this Austrian was one of the first students of Freud and became his secretary in 1905, soon after publishing the work Art and Artist.  He applied Freudian techniques to the interpretation of myths, which he expounded on in his work Myth of the Birth of the Hero.  He separated from Freud in order to develop his own brand of psychoanalysis, which he published in Will Therapy and another famous work that purported the idea that neuroses were the result of the experience of birth.  FTP, identify this psychologist and author of The Trauma of Birth.

Answer: Otto Rank
10. He was the son of Deidamea, daughter of the king of Scyros, and a famous warrior.  He was eventually killed by Orestes after he tried to steal Hermione, the daughter of Helen.  During the Trojan War he killed Polyxena, Priam, and Astyanax, and had a son Molossus by his concubine Andromache, as well as the daughter Olympias, who became the mother of Alexander the Great.  In addition retrieving the Palladium and the bow and arrows of Herakles, it was prophesied that his arrival would allow the Greeks to capture Troy.  FTP, identify this savage warrior and son of Achilles.

Answer: Neoptolemus or Pyrrhus
11. The last one was formed to support Queen Maria II of Portugal and Queen Isabella II of Spain against the pretenders to their thrones, and consisted of those two nations and Britain and France.  The first one was formed to maintain the Peace of Utrecht, and contained Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, and Austria.  The second one was formed in 1815 to regulate European politics after the fall of Napoleon, and consisted of Britain, Russia, Austria, and Prussia.  FTP, identify these alliances throughout European history named after the number of members that were contained in each.

Answer: Quadruple Alliance

12. Current antibiotic treatment for this disease includes regular injections of either chloramphenicol or benzylpenicillin.  Viral strains are rare; this disease is usually caused by a streptococcal bacterium, of which types B and C are the most often seen.  Symptoms include rashes, severe headaches, and vomiting.  The bacterium invades the subarachnoid space via the cerebrospinal fluid and causes inflammation of the pia mater, dura mater, and arachnoid.  FTP, identify this disease that results from the inflammation of the outer covering of the brain and spinal cord.

Answer: meningitis
13. At 18 feet by 12 feet, it is currently located at the Stanford University Museum of Art in a sculpture garden dedicated entirely to the artist’s work.  The use of identical, disembodied hands and torsos deprives this bronze piece of any real culmination or change.  Based on a vision found in Dante’s Inferno, this sculpture contains miniatures of the sculptor’s other works, including Fugit Amor in the center, and The Thinker near the top.  FTP, identify this work by Rodin that depicts the portal to eternal damnation.

Answer: The Gates of Hell
14. His film studies in Rome and role as a director’s assistant had a profound influence on his writings.  A disciple of postmodernism, his novels, such as 1984’s Blood of Requited Love and 1988’s Tropical Night Calling, employ cinematic dialogs and montages.  He tackles themes of petty provinciality in Heartbreak Tango and his first novel Betrayed by Rita Hayworth.  His most famous work centers on the political prisoner Paz and the homosexual Molina, who the government uses as a tool for information.  FTP, identify this Argentinean author of The Kiss of the Spider Woman.

Answer: Manuel Puig
15. Its people were the object of an anthropological work by Radcliffe-Brown.  To their east lie a cluster of small islands known collectively as Ritchie’s Archipelago.  It is comprised of three principal islands, North, South, and Middle, and one smaller island, Little.  Its original inhabitants, the Negritos, now number only in the hundreds while most of the inhabitants today are Indian.  It is a union territory of India, along with the Nicobar Islands, that lies between the Bay of Bengal and its namesake sea.  FTP, identify this island group with capital at Port Blair.

Answer: Andaman Islands

16. He sang several songs with Joan Jett in the film Light of Day, and starred in the short film The Iceman Hummeth on David Letterman’s show.  He started his career in the Canadian sitcom Leo and Me, but moved to the U.S. and began one of his most famous TV roles in 1982.  His reticent battle with Parkinson’s disease inspired a foundation named after him.  He won three Emmys for his role on Family Ties as Alex P. Keaton, as well as several for his role as deputy mayor of New York in Spin City.  FTP, identify this actor who played Marty McFly in Back to the Future.

Answer: Michael J. Fox
17. Concerned over the balance of power in East Asia, Russia, France, and Germany forced a revision of this treaty that coerced the victor into renouncing its claims to the Liaodong Peninsula.  Other provisions of this treaty included the cession of the P’enghu Islands, as well as Taiwan.  Also, China was forced to recognize the complete independence of Korea and had to pay a large indemnity to Japan.  FTP, identify this treaty signed on April 17, 1895 that ended the First Sino-Japanese War.

Answer: Treaty of Shimonoseki
18. Its name is Arabic for “the ghoul” or “the demon.”  One of the 100 brightest stars in the sky, this system actually contains at least four stars, two of them visually dominant.  A, a blue-white star, is about ten times brighter than B, a dimmer yellow star.  The two stars revolve around each other at a distance of 10 million kilometers every 69 hours, thus forming one of the prime examples of eclipsing binaries in the night sky.  Often seen as Medusa, this star lies in a constellation associated with the gorgon’s slayer. FTP, identify this second-brightest star in Perseus that shares its name with a computer language.

Answer: Algol
19. “What is the meaning of this strange and jarring phrase?” was the question asked by Andrey Sinyavksy about this literary movement.  It demanded the general depiction of a progressive society, and an active man or woman with scruples for a protagonist, known as a positive hero.  This contrasted with early 20th century literature that focused on the superfluous men.  Works typical of this enforced movement include Gorky’s Mother and Sholokhov’s The Quiet Don.  FTP, identify this Communist-backed literary movement prevalent in Russia until the advent of Perestroika.

Answer: socialist realism
20. It contains two flutes, the second doubling piccolo, and two oboes, the second doubling cor anglais.  The result of the composer’s obsession with Irish actress Harriet Smithson, this work is subtitled Episode in the Life of an Artist.  The central figure wanders through five movements of a drug-induced dream in which he encounters the woman he loves, each scene a variation of the original idée fixe.  Its movements bear the titles Reveries—Passions, Un Bal, Scène aux champs, Marche au supplice, and Songe d’une nuit du Sabbat.  FTP, identify this most famous symphony of Hector Berlioz.

Answer: Symphonie Fantastique
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1. Identify the following about Ford Madox Ford FTPE.

a) In this novel, the narrator realizes after nine years that his wife is humping his best friend, Captain Ashburnham, supposedly the title character.

Answer: The Good Soldier
b) This tetralogy describes the adventures of Christopher Tietjens, an old-fashioned gentleman, during World War I.

Answer: Parade’s End
c) This biographer and novelist served for a time as Ford’s mistress.  Some of her works include the novel White Rose of Weary Leaf, a novel, and Tales of the Uneasy, a short story collection.  She was the daughter of a famous Pre-Raphaelite painter.

Answer: Violet Hunt
2. Identify the following concerning a concept in physics FTSNOP.

a) (10 points) This principle states that the inertia of any particular piece of matter is attributable to the interaction between that piece of matter and the rest of the universe.

Answer: Mach’s principle

b) (5 points) Mach’s principle played a vital role in this theory of Einstein’s that described the nature of gravity.

Answer: general theory of relativity
c) (15 points) In his formation of the general theory of relativity, Einstein realized that his extension to include accelerations implied the equality of inertial and gravitational mass, which had been established experimentally by this Hungarian physicist in 1888.

Answer: Roland Eötvös
3. Identify these random pieces of legislation from American history that didn’t quite make it FTPE.

a) This amendment, attached to an appropriations bill adopted by the House in 1846, intended to exclude slavery from the territory acquired from the Mexican government.  The object of much controversy, the amendment was eliminated in the Senate.

Answer: Wilmot Proviso
b) This amendatory law drafted by a Senator from Connecticut specified conditions under which the federal government might intervene in the internal affairs of Cuba.  The amendment was abrogated in 1934.

Answer: Platt Amendment

c) Proposed to avert the impending secession of the southern states, this measure was proposed by a Kentucky senator that prohibited slavery in territories north of the line established by the Missouri Compromise, but protected slavery south of the line.

Answer: Crittenden Compromise

4. Identify these archaeologically significant sites in England FTPE.

a) This site, located on a hill on the Suffolk coast opposite the town of Woodbridge is the site of the richest ship burial in Europe.  It contains a mix of Christian and pagan burial rites.

Answer: Sutton Hoo
b) This is the best-preserved prehistoric village in northern Europe, located in the Orkney Islands.  First excavated in 1920 by Gordon Vere Childe, this village provides unique evidence of the daily life in the late Neolithic era.

Answer: Skara Brae
c) Also of the late Neolithic era is this huge artificial mound situated near Avebury in Wiltshire, southern England.  At 40 meters in height, it is the largest man-made mound in Europe, though the reasons for its construction still lay unsolved.

Answer: Silbury Hill
5. Identify these female composers FTPE.

a) Her Six Chansons françaises exemplifies her melodic style closer to Ravel than Stravinsky, whom the rest of Les Six admired greatly.

Answer: Germaine Tailleferre
b) The abbess of a 12th century convent, this mystic nun is famous for her Symphony of the Harmony of Heavenly Revelations, a cycle of twenty-six poems she wrote and set to music.

Answer: Hildegard of Bingen

c) This sister of a more famous composer wrote over 400 works, including her lyrical Piano Trio.  She lived from 1805-47 and was discouraged her whole life from considering herself a composer.

Answer: Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel

6. Identify these Australian deserts from descriptions FTPE.

a) Located in the southeastern corner of the Northern Territory, this desert lies near Alice Springs and is bounded by Lake Eyre on the south, the Macdonnel Ranges to the north, the Finke River on the west, and the Mulligan River to the east.

Answer: Simpson Desert

b) Also known as the Canning Basin, this desert lies in the state of Western Australia.  The Karadjeri and the Nygina aborigines call this desert home.

Answer: Great Sandy Desert

c) This desert is located in the states of South Australia and Western Australia.  It is separated from the Great Australian Bight to the south by the Nullarbor Plain.  Named for a British monarch, it is home to the Kogara and the Mirning aborigines.

Answer: Great Victoria Desert

7. Identify the following about a stupid novel FTSNOP.

a) (10 points) This novel chronicles the events, people, and the relationships among the women of the imaginary coastal town of Dunnet Landing, Maine.  Willa Cather thought this book was the shit.

Answer: The Country of the Pointed Firs
b) (5 points) Who wrote The Country of the Pointed Firs?

Answer: Sarah Orne Jewett
c) (15 points) The Country of the Pointed Firs was inspired by this 1862 novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe.

Answer: The Pearl of Orr’s Island
8. Identify the following terms from evolution FTPE.

a) Also called branching evolution, this form of evolution is the budding of one or more new species from a parent species that continues to exist.  This form exists in contrast to anagenesis, which is the transformation of an unbranched lineage of organisms.

Answer: cladogenesis
b) One of two recognized forms of speciation, this method results when the initial block to gene flow is a geographical barrier that physically isolates populations.  It is contrasted to sympatric speciation, in which a subpopulation becomes isolated in the midst of its parent population.

Answer: allopatric speciation

c) This is the emergence of numerous species from a common ancestor that spreads to several new environments.

Answer: adaptive radiation
9. Identify the following concerning the history of the Massachusetts Bay Company FTPE.

a) The Massachusetts Bay Company was under the leadership of this man when the Council of New England gave it its first tract of land between the Charles and Merrimack Rivers in 1628.

Answer: John Endecott
b) This Puritan leader was elected as the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay colony in 1629.

Answer: John Winthrop
c) Under this 1629 agreement, Puritans would immigrate to New England on the condition that control of the government and the charter of the company be given to the settlers.

Answer: Cambridge Agreement

10. Identify these Renaissance architects from descriptions FTPE.

a) Though known primarily as a sculptor, this man executed such works as the altar canopy above the high altar of St. Peter’s in Rome and the façade for church of Santa Bibiana.  He also designed the churches at Arricia, Castelgandolfo, and Sant’Andrea al Quirinale.

Answer: Gianlorenzo Bernini
b) He employed three superposed classic orders of columns, much like the Colosseum, in his Palazzo Rucellai.  In 1485, he published the first book on architectural theory since Vitruvius.

Answer: Leon Battista Alberti
c) This Milanese architect executed a circular temple, the Tempietto, in the courtyard of San Pietro in Montorio.  He drew the first plan for the basilica of Saint Peter in Vatican City before Pope Julius II replaced him with such figures as Michelangelo and Maderno.

Answer: Donato Bramante
11. Identify the following about a certain religion FTPE.

a) Identify the name of the religion that has dominated Japan since ancient times.

Answer: Shinto
b) According to Shinto beliefs, this goddess of the sun is the ancestor of all the Emperors.

Answer: Amaterasu
c) This is the term given to the spirits that make up the vast pantheon in Shinto.  They are mainly divinities that personify aspects of the natural world, such as the sky, earth, and storms.

Answer: kami
12. Identify the following concerning Babylonian mythology FTPE.

a) The primordial mother of the gods and all creation, this bloated female dragon flew into a rage at the death of her first consort Apsu.  She created a race of monsters to slay the gods.

Answer: Tiamat
b) This young god challenged and defeated Tiamat.  He was thus made chief of the Babylonian pantheon.

Answer: Marduk
c) This second consort and son of Tiamat was also killed by Marduk.  Marduk created mankind from this god’s blood.

Answer: Kingu
13. This year’s Chicago Open exposed me to the genre of gaucho literature for the first time.  Identify the following FTPE.

a) Perhaps the most famous work of Faustino Sarmiento, this book details the life of an Argentine political boss and also attacks the dictatorship of Juan Manuel de Rosas.

Answer: Facundo
b) The title character of this narrative poem by José Hernández becomes an army deserter and then an outlaw.

Answer: Martín Fierro
c) This mock-epic by Estanislao del Campo consists of a gaucho who witnesses a performance of a particular work and relates the story in his own crude language.  The performance deals with a famous legend treated by Marlowe, Goethe, and Mann.

Answer: Fausto
14. Identify these mathematicians from descriptions FTPE.

a) This 19th century German was one of the founders of the theory of elliptic functions, but is better known for his study of determinants, of which the functional determinant bears his name.

Answer: Karl Gustav Jakob Jacobi
b) He gave a more comprehensive generalization of the binomial theorem than Newton and Euler, but is most famous for his work on the nature of quintic functions.  By the way, did I mention that he was Norwegian?

Answer: Niels Henrik Abel
c) Independent of Gauss and Lobachevsky, this Hungarian developed a non-Euclidean geometry in the mid-19th century.  He discovered that Euclid’s fifth postulate could be neither proved nor disproved.

Answer: János Bolyai
15. Identify these Czech leaders FTPE.

a) A prominent philosopher and prolific author, he was the first president of Czechoslovakia.  He advocated firm and friendly relations with all European nations and worked towards bridging gaps between his country’s Czechs and Slovaks.

Answer: Tomás Masaryk
b) When Masaryk retired in 1935, this man became the second president of Czechoslovakia.  However, he was forced to resign three years later and went into exile after Hitler overtook the Sudetenland.  After WWII, he returned to Czechoslovakia and was reelected to a 7-year term as president.

Answer: Edvard Benes
c) This man engineered the coup of 1948 and served as president of the country from 1948-53.  He became the Communist Party’s secretary general in 1929 and served as deputy prime minister under Benes, before becoming prime minister in 1946.

Answer: Klement Gottwald
16. Identify the following about modern philosophy of science FTPE.

a) This 1962 work posits that the sciences do not uniformly progress strictly by scientific method.  Rather, there are two phases within which scientists work: one within a set of beliefs, and the other when a revolution in thought occurs.

Answer: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
b) Identify the author of The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, who also wrote The Copernican Revolution.

Answer: Thomas Kuhn
c) Kuhn used this two-word phrase to indicate a revolutionary phase of science.  This phase is not indicated by any logical reasoning; it is just a random occurrence.

Answer: paradigm shift
17. Identify these characters from Tolstoy’s War and Peace FTPE.

a) The novel traces the life of this heroine, chronicling her maturation into a woman.

Answer: Natasha Rostova (accept either name)

b) This man is engaged to marry Natasha, but loses her to Anatol Kuragin.  He is later reunited with her shortly before his own death.

Answer: Prince Andrey Bolkonsky (accept either name)

c) After Bolkonsky’s death, this man ends up marrying Natasha after the Napoleonic Wars.

Answer: Pierre Bezukhov
18. Given the title of a popular computer game, identify its sequel FTPE.  Note that saying the name of the computer game with a “II” afterwards is not acceptable.  You must give the game’s actual title.

a) Baldur’s Gate

Answer: Baldur’s Gate II: The Shadows of Amn
b) Myst

Answer: Riven
c) Age of Empires

Answer: Age of Empires II: Age of Kings
19. Given the name of an industrial process, identify the chemical compound that is produced FTSNOP.

a) (5 points) Haber-Bosch process

Answer: ammonia or NH3
b) (10 points) Solvay process

Answer: sodium carbonate or NaCO3
c) (15 points) Downs process

Answer: sodium or Na
20. Identify these Muslim ruling parties FTPE.

a) During the decline of Abbasid power, this North African dynasty, founded by Ubayd Allah, began its rule from Tunisia in 909 CE.  The members of this caliphate were Shiites and claimed descent from Muhammed’s daughter.

Answer: Fatimid dynasty

b) This caliphate was the immediate successor to Muhammed’s rule.  Its first caliph, Muawiyah I, moved the capital from Medina to Damascus.  Their growth was checked by Charles Martel near Poitiers in 732 CE.

Answer: Umayyad dynasty

c) From the 13th century to the 20th century, this empire ruled over Turkey and various other Muslim nations in the near east.

Answer: Ottoman Empire
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