Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 4

1.  He returned to his own form after dying in a drunken brawl while incarnated as Pradyumna, son of Rukmini and Krishna.  His red banner bearing the emblem of the monster fish Makara, the mount of Varuna, is carried by one of the Apsaras, a band of nymphs who surround him when he travels.  He usually rides a parrot, and travels in the company of his wife, Rati, and his friend Vasanta, who strings his sugar-cane bow with humming-bees.  He was burned up by Shiva’s third eye after causing Shiva to fall in love with Parvati using one of his five flower-tipped arrows of desire.  FTP, name this god of love and desire who lends his name to a famous Sutra.


Ans: Kama
2.  According to Theocritus, Aphrodite used a live wryneck spread-eagled to a firewheel to keep this woman’s passions glowing, at the behest of Athena and Hera.  Some stories record that in her later years, she lost a beauty contest to Thetis, and cured Heracles of the madness that had caused him to kill his children.  She earned the enmity of the Thebans when she gave cursed wedding gifts to King Creon’s daughter.  After killing her half-brother Apsyrtus to stall her father’s pursuit, she went to Aeaea for purification by her aunt Circe.  FTP, name this daughter of Aeëtes who married Aegeus after being abandoned by Jason.


Ans: Medea

3.  The Voluspo contains a catalogue of these “forebears of Lofar,” some of whom “sought a home in the fields of sand,” while others made their home in a golden hall in Nidavellir.  Four of them were placed at the cardinal points and charged with holding up the vault of the sky.  In the Poetic Eddas, they are said to have risen “out of Brimir’s blood and the legs of Blain,” while Snorri states that they grew from maggots crawling in Ymir’s corpse.  Two of them, Fjalar and Galar, created the mead of poetry, and Freya slept with four of them to obtain Brisingamen.  Sometimes identified with the dark elves, FTP name this race of master smiths in Norse myth.

Ans: dwarves or dvergar

4.  On one occasion, this character’s grandfather cast a spell on him, causing him to fight the waves until he collapsed.  In some stories, he is conceived when his mother swallows a may-fly during the feast celebrating her marriage to Sualdam.  His talents included the apple feat and the feat of the salmon-leap, which he used to win three wishes on the Isle of Skye from “the shadowy one,” the warrior-woman Scáthach.  He used the Gae Bolga to kill Ferdiad and his son Conlai, whom he begot on Aife before marrying Emer.  FTP, name this Irish hero, born Setanta.


Ans: Cuchulainn (accept Setanta before the end)

5.  A king of Elis tried to imitate this character by dragging hide-bound brazen cauldrons behind his chariot and hurling oaken torches in the air.  One of this character’s sons offered him a sacrifice as “the Averter of Flies” at the founding of the Olympic Games.  He once had all his sinews ripped out, placed in a bag, and put under the guardianship of the monstrous Delphyne.  As an infant, he was placed in a cradle and the sounds of his wailing were drowned out by the spear-clashing Curetes, so that his father would not devour him.  FTP, name this father of Perseus and Heracles, the leader of the Greek gods.


Ans: Zeus

6.  This god gave a man a golden seal and poniard with which the man was able to make the earth grow.  Later, he instructed that man, known as Jamshid or Yima, to construct a vara.  He created the primeval man Gayomart, only to see Gayomart poisoned at the prompting of the prostitute Jeh.  In one hymn, he offers up a sacrifice to his servant Tishtrya, the Yazad of Sirius.  His son Atar battled the dragon Azhi Dahaka, and his retinue, the Amesha Spentas, opposed the Daevas.  FTP, name god who opposed Ahriman, the supreme god of Zoroastrianism.


Ans: Ahura Mazda (prompt on Spenta Mainyu)

7.  One of this woman’s brothers, who committed suicide after being driven mad by Artemis, or because everyone hated his ugliness, was named Broteas.  Her husband, like Orpheus, was said to be able to move stones with his music, a talent he used in building part of Thebes.  Another of her brothers first found out, while baring his breast in mourning for her, about his replacement shoulder.  She disparaged Leto for having a mannish daughter and a womanish son, dooming her own children.  FTP, name this wife of Amphion and daughter of Tantalus who lost 12 of her 14 children to the arrows of Apollo and Artemis.

Ans: Niobe
8.  He killed his first man when he fired an arrow through the head of Remulus.  In one account, he startles his father when he notes with a laugh that he and his companions are eating the thin wheat cakes they use in place of tables, fulfilling the terms of a prophetic curse pronounced by the Harpy Celaeno.  Virgil has Venus send Cupid in the guise of this character, the eventual founder of Alba Longa, to sit on Dido’s lap.  He was separated from his mother during the sack of Troy, but hung onto his father’s hand.  FTP, name this son of Creusa and Aeneas.


Ans: Ascanius or Iülus

9.  Her trickery resulted in Anty or Nemty the Ferryman losing his toes as punishment for bringing her to Central Island.  She turned herself into a headless flint statue after her son beheaded her for harpooning his rival in the form of a hippo, then letting that rival go when he appealed for mercy as her brother.  She hid her young son in the marshes of Chemmish in the Delta region to protect him from her brother, who had killed her husband.  She faithfully reassembled the scattered pieces of her husband’s dismembered body.  FTP, name this wife of Osiris.

Ans: Isis
10.  This creature lived by a lake near Amymone where murderers came to be purified, close to the spot where Dionysus descended to fetch Semele from Tartarus.  The hot springs at Thermopylae were formed during an incident which saw this creature avenged on its killer with the help of an item delivered by Lichas.  That item, a gift from a centaur, was a shirt infused with blood from the centaur and this creature.  This creature received aid in its final battle from a giant crab, but its opponent was aided by his nephew, who used a torch to keep this creature from growing new heads.  FTP, name this many-headed monster slain by Heracles in Lerna.


Ans: Lernaean Hydra

11.  He married Gayatri when his first wife was too slow to arrive at a sacrifice he was performing.  With the help of his first wife, he tricked Kumbhakarna into requesting eternal sleep.  He gave birth from his thumb to the sage Daksha, who became chief of the Prajapatis.  In early myths he produces a female partner later identified with Sarasvati and, when she modestly tries to move away from his intense gaze, grows four extra heads to keep her in his sight.  FTP, name this creator-god who later lost one head to Shiva, his fellow, with Vishnu, in the Trimurti.

Ans: Brahma
12.  While disguised as a poet, this character conjures illusions of twelve horses, twelve dogs, and twelve golden shields, which he trades for the pigs of Pryderi.  He later kills Pryderi in single combat.  He sets up the conflict with Pryderi to help his brother accomplish a rape, but he and his brother are caught and punished by being forced to spend three years as beasts, mating with each other.  He tricks his sister into giving her son a name and arms later on in the fourth branch of the Mabinogi.  FTP name this son of Beli and Don, the brother of Gilfaethwy and protective uncle of Lleu Llaw Gyffes.


Ans: Gwydion

13.  He died of a broken heart after incorrectly guessing the number, gender and birthdate of the baby pigs in a pregnant sow.  This brother of Leucippe and Theonoë was taught his art by his father Thestor.  His advice led to the capture of Helenus and an expedition to Lemnos to fetch the bow and arrows of Heracles.  This renegade Trojan, a priest of Apollo, told Agamemnon to sacrifice his most beautiful daughter to Artemis.  FTP, name this prophet for the Greek army during the Trojan War.


Ans: Calchas
14.  In the Svipdagsmol, this deity is credited with creating “the wounding wand” Laevateinn.  In another story, he is credited with inventing the fishing net while living in a house with four doors so that he could look out for his pursuers, who caught him in the waterfall of Fránang in the form of a salmon.  His son Vali was then turned into a wolf and set loose on his other son Narvi, and Narvi’s entrails were used to bind him.  Vali and Narvi were his sons by his wife Sigyn, but he also had three children by Angrboda.  FTP, name this god who gave birth to Sleipnir, Jormungandr and Fenrir.


Ans: Loki

15.  In a Tsimshian myth, this character begins to eat after being affected by the power of two slaves called Mouth at Both Ends.  Later, he hides in the drinking bucket of the daughter of a chief in heaven and is reborn from her, achieving a version of the earth-diver myth.  In a Chukchee myth, this character’s mighty droppings form the earth.  FTP, name this popular trickster figure of the Pacific Northwest credited with forming sheep out of mud and woman out of clay, then blowing life into them by flapping his wings.   


Ans: Raven

16.  In Polynesian mythology, it was produced in the armpits of Uira.  In Roman mythology, it was personified by Fulgora.  In Aztec mythology, people killed by it, along with those who died of certain diseases or drowning, were brought to Tlalocan by the psychopomp Xolotl, who was also regarded as the god of this phenomenon.  In Greek mythology, it was the cause of death for Capaneus, as well as the meaning of the name of the Cyclops Steropes.  In Norse mythology, it was sometimes associated with Odin’s spear Gungnir, but it was more often associated with another weapon.  FTP, name this violent natural phenomenon thought to follow the path of Mjolnir, Thor’s hammer.


Ans: lightning

17.  This woman, whose name means “White Phantom,” was sometimes said to have had a half-sister who was her double, known as “The False.”  In one story, the ruler of the Summer Land abducts her, but later agrees to return her.  In later versions of the story, her abductor Melwas becomes the knight Meliagraunce.  Two of Gawain’s brothers were killed during her rescue from being burned at the stake for adultery.  The Round Table was the dowry of, FTP, what woman, the wife of Arthur?


Ans: Guinevere

18.  Some say that this man, rather than Thamyris or Minos, was the first pederast, as he fell in love with and abducted Pelops’s bastard son Chrysippus.  This happened after he was banished from the city he had ruled by Zethus and Amphion.  He died while traveling to ask the Delphic Oracle how he might get rid of a monster which had consumed his wife’s nephew Haimon.  His son was raised by Periboea and Polybus in Corinth after this man pierced the feet of his son with a nail and left his son to die.  FTP name this paternal grandfather of Ismene and Antigone, the first husband of Jocasta and father of Oedipus.


Ans: Laius

19.  In one story, he goes to the underworld to retrieve his friend’s pukku and mukku, but breaks every taboo and is forced to stay there.  He meets a woman whose name means “the Voluptuous,” and they make love for six days and seven nights, after which this being fashioned by the goddess Aruru is avoided by his former companions, the wild animals.  His violent acts include throwing the thigh of the Bull of Heaven at Ishtar and decapitating the demon Humbaba.  FTP, name this hairy wild man who becomes the companion of Gilgamesh.


Ans: Enkidu
20.  The Cabeiri, who save sailors from shipwreck, were her servants.  She became the lover of a young man who was given to her in a chest for safe-keeping after being born from a myrrh tree split in two by a sword. Peirithous tried to take her for his bride, but ended up stuck to a chair.  She was forced into marriage on the strength of evidence given by a gardener named Ascalaphus.  Dionysus bribed her with a gift of myrtle to release the spirit of Semele.  FTP, name this part-time lover of Adonis who was condemned to spend part of each year as Queen of the Underworld after eating seven pomegranate seeds.

Ans: Persephone or Core or Persephatta
