Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 3

1.  During a battle, a half-brother of this character targeted him with a javelin possessed by a snake once injured by this character, but the snake’s hatred caused the javelin to fly too fast.  He made such an impression on a King of the Panchalas whom he captured that the king asked Brahma for a daughter who would marry this son of Indra.  This killer of Karna shot 5 arrows through a ring to win the hand of that king’s daughter, Draupadi.  FTP, name this warrior prince featured in the Bhagavad Gita along with his charioteer Krishna.


Ans: Arjuna

2.  She was identified with the destructive heat of the sun, raining down plague with her arrows, and her cult became associated with bone-setters.  A calendar warns against seeing a mouse on the 12th Tybi, a hostile day, because on that day, Hathor or this goddess was given a terrible order by Ra.  She was distracted from her task by seeing her reflection in seven thousand jugs of pomegranate juice mixed with beer, then got too drunk to continue slaughtering mankind.  Worshipped as the wife of Ptah in Memphis, FTP name this fierce goddess of war, portrayed with the head of a lioness.

Ans: Sekhmet or Sakhmis

3.  Seven of these creatures, known as the Gasterocheires, accompanied Proetus from Lycia to Tiryns, which they helped fortify.  Three of them were freed when one of their nephews, following a prophecy made by their mother, killed Campe, the monster set to guard them.  Those three were later killed by Apollo in revenge for the death of Asclepius.  Later generations lived as lawless shepherds, having lost the art of smithcraft possessed by Steropes, Brontes, and Arges, whose works included the bow of Artemis, and the trident of Poseidon.  Also responsible for making Zeus’s thunder bolts, FTP name these one-eyed giants.

Ans: Cyclopes or Cyclops

4.  His grandfathers were Tadg of the Luminous Side and Trénmór.  He received a second name from Conn of the Hundred Battles after being known as Deimne in his childhood.  As an older man, he was promised the hand of Gráinne, but she ran off with one of the warriors under his command.  He was reared in the forest of Sliab Bladma by the Grey One of Luachra and his aunt Bodhmall after his father was killed by Goll Mac Morna.  In later life, he was able to find the answers to many questions by chewing his thumb, which he burned cooking a magic fish.  FTP, name this Irish hero who gained wisdom from the Salmon of Knowledge.

Ans: Finn MacCool or Finn mac Cumaill (accept Deimne before mention in the question)

5.  According to some accounts, she killed the sons of her son-in-law Polymnestor and plucked out Polymnestor’s eyes, then transformed herself into a creature named Maera.  Other accounts state that she died and was buried at a site called “The Bitch’s Tomb.”  In the first version, she attacks Polymnestor for killing her son Polydorus; in the second version, this former queen dies after being made the slave of Odysseus.  Her 19 sons included the prophet Helenus, and Troilus.  FTP name this mother of Paris, the wife of the Trojan king Priam.


Ans: Hecuba or Hecabe
6.  His wife was the daughter of Nep, and his son was renowned for settling disputes in the hall Glitnir.  The giant Vafthrudnir was stumped by a riddle asking what this character’s father whispered into his ear on a certain occasion.  That occasion saw the death of the dwarf Lit on a ship launched by the ogress Hyrrokkin.  Skadi chose Njord on the basis of Njord’s clean white feet, hoping she would get this god.  FTP, name this resident of the hall Breidablik and husband of Nanna whose death came at the hands of his blind brother Hodur.


Ans: Baldur
7.  When this man died, Artemis turned all but two of his grieving sisters into guinea fowl.  One of the two sisters who retained her human form was later abducted by the lecherous Nessus, after marrying Heracles.  He married Idas’s daughter Cleopatra, but fell in love with a woman who was determined not to marry.  When his mother learned that he had killed Toxeus and Plexippus, she killed him by setting fire to the contents of a chest.  FTP, name this hero whose mother Althaea was told by the Fates that he would live as long as a certain piece of wood remained intact, the slayer of the Calydonian Boar.


Ans: Meleager

8.  According to some accounts, this man had a hereditary mission of hunting a creature which made the noise of thirty pairs of hounds whenever it moved.  He killed the King of Orkney during the battle of Terrabil, and during a joust he shattered the Sword from the Stone.  This father of Sir Lamorak met Arthur while pursuing a creature with the head of a snake, the body of a leopard, the haunches of a lion, and the hooves of a hart.  FTP, name this king, sometimes said to be the father of Percival, who perpetually hunted the Questing Beast.


Ans: King Pellinore

9.  The coming of the Korean hero Pak Hyeokkeose was signaled by a great white horse bowing before one of these.  The Chinese primordial giant Pan-Gu created the heaven and earth by pushing apart two pieces of one of these.  In Russian myth, one of these inside a duck, inside a hare, inside an iron chest was said to contain the fiery soul of the sorcerer-giant Koshchei the Deathless.  The goddess Ammavaru produced one from which the Trimurti were born.  The Dioscuri were born from one of these resulting from the union of the wife of Tyndareus with a god in the shape of swan.  The heroes Castor and Pollux were hatched from, FTP, what type of ovoid reproductive vessel?


Ans: (an) eggs

10.  The founding myth of these people involves four brothers and four sisters emerging from the central cave of the Tavern of Dawn.  One of the brothers, known as “the salty one,” is treacherously sealed in a cave, while another brother, known as “the peppery one,” touches an idol and is petrified.  In the stories of these people, the sun god gives the original eight siblings a golden rod which sinks into the ground, and Mama-occlo’s brother-husband founds a capital on the site.  FTP, name these people whose first leader, Ayar-manco, built the House of the Sun, a temple to Viracocha, in Cuzco.


Ans: Inca

11.  The Greek counterpart of this Roman figure was sometimes said to have made use of an item crafted by the Telchines.  This cult partner of Lua ruled over a “race of men sprung from tree trunks / and sturdy oaks,” according to Evander.  He was frequently associated with the cult partner of Consus, and was considered to be the father of Picus and Veritas.  He was believed to have ruled over a golden age in Latium after finding shelter with Janus while fleeing his son.  Slaves were given freedom of speech during the great festival of, FTP, what Roman equivalent of the Greek Titan Cronus?


Ans: Saturnus

12.  Some of these creatures featured prominently, along with a sacred tree sprung from a Dodonian acorn, in a prayer to Zeus proffered by the father of Telamon after Hera sent a drought and an infestation of poisonous serpents to Aegina.  One of these creatures was used by a guest of Cocalus, along with some honey and gossamer, to claim a reward from Minos for threading a Triton shell.  Some of these creatures helped Psyche accomplish the first task set by Venus, sorting a basket of grains in one day.  Zeus answered the prayer of Aeacus by transforming some of these creatures into men, whose descendants later followed Peleus and Achilles.  FTP, name these industrious insects which were turned into Myrmidons.


Ans: ants

13.  His soul was said to reside in the bull Aa-Nefer or the ram of Mendes, and his backbone was identified with the djed pillar.  He absorbed the attributes of Khentamentiu of Abydos, whose name, meaning “Foremost of the Westerners,” became one of his epithets.  He was usually depicted wearing the atef crown and carrying a crook and a flail.  In some accounts, he turned up in the palace of Malcandre, king of Byblos, in a pillar made from a tamarisk tree which had grown around a chest with his body sealed inside.  FTP, name this god of vegetation who became the lord of the underworld after being murdered by his brother Set.

Ans: Osiris or Ausares or Asar or Ser

14.  This woman’s advice led to a son of Clud being the centerpiece of the first game of Badger-in-the-Bag.  On one occasion this daughter of Hyfaidd Hen was made to wear the collars of asses for over a year.  She was rescued by Teyrnon from a sentence that she spend seven years beside a mounting block, telling her story to passers-by and offering to carry them to the court of her husband.  She received her sentence after six nurses smeared her face with puppy blood and claimed that she had killed her son Pryderi.  FTP, name this wife of Pwyll.

Ans: Rhiannon
15.  This god granted Spermo the power of turning anything she touched into corn, and gave similar powers to her two sisters.  He slept with Oeneus’s wife Althaea, fathering Deianeira.  As an infant, he struck Athamas blind, so that Athamas began flogging a she-goat, mistaking it for this god’s aunt Ino.  A group of pirates planned to sell him into slavery, but he frightened the pirates into leaping overboard, where they turned into dolphins.  He married a princess who had been abandoned by Theseus on Naxos.  FTP, name this god who was born from Zeus’s thigh after the death of his mother Semele, the Greek god of wine.

Ans: Dionysus
16.  He modestly retreated before the Xanthian women when they presented themselves with hoisted skirts.  This occurred after he asked Poseidon to flood the plain behind him while he advanced against a king of Lycia.  His story is recounted in the Iliad by his grandson Glaucus when Glaucus encounters Diomedes, and his daughter Laodamia was the mother by Zeus of Sarpedon.  He defeated a daughter of Echidna and Typhon, but at the end of his life he was crippled after Zeus sent a gadfly to prevent his project of flying to Olympus.  FTP, name this hero who affixed to his spear a lump of lead in order to kill the Chimera.


Ans: Bellerophon or Bellerophontes

17.  He is often depicted wearing a tiger skin, while his companion wears a leopard skin and carries a large bag.  According to one myth, he and his companion were captured after a protracted battle against 33 gods.  He and his companion resemble oni, but he can be distinguished by his circular frame of large drums.  He can be avoided only by hiding under mosquito netting, an important piece of information given his love for eating human navels.  Typically shown with the wind god Fujin, FTP name this Japanese god of thunder and lightning.

Ans: Raiden or Raijin
18.  It was placed on Baldur’s pyre, but his shade sent it back to Asgard with Hermod.  Somehow, it ended up in Frey’s possession, as Skirnir offered it as a second bribe in his attempt to win Frey the hand of Gerda, but she was unmoved.  A similar item, known as Andvaranaut, was used to cover the last whisker of the slain Otter, son of Hreidmar, but was cursed by Andvari.  It was created as part of a contest which also saw the creation of a glow-in-the-dark mechanical boar and a wig of living gold.  FTP, name this golden treasure which produced eight copies of itself every ninth night, the ring of Odin.


Ans: Draupnir (prompt on The Dropper)

19.  She reared Pandareus’s orphaned daughters on curds, honey, and sweet wine, but they were snatched up by the Harpies while she was distracted.  This mother of Herophilus and Rhodus was caught once by Athena while surreptitiously working at a loom, after which she never did any work.  Sometimes said to be the daughter of Dione, she arranged the death of Glaucus, who refused to allow his mares to breed.  She was more commonly thought to have sprung from the sea-foam that gathered around the severed genitals of Uranus.  FTP, name this Greek goddess of desire and love.

Ans: Aphrodite
20.  He asked Kothar to build him a palace, but did not want it to have any windows.  He used his magical weapons “Driver” and “Chaser” to defeat a god sometimes known as “Prince Sea.”  Before facing a foe who threatened to eat him “in red lumps of two spans,” this god copulated with a heifer “seventy-seven times, eighty-eight times.”  This chief god of Ugarit was resurrected seven years after his death at the hands of Mot, which was avenged by his consort Anat.  FTP, name this son of El or Dagan, a Canaanite weather and fertility god whose name means “lord.”


Ans: Baal-Hadad
