Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 2

1.  He punished a daughter of the river Almon by striking her mute.  That daughter, a Naiad named Lara, later became the mother of the Lares.  Lara angered this god, who was equated with the Etruscan god Tinia, by revealing that he was having an affair with a princess of the Rutuli, whom he turned into a nymph.  The sacred thunder-stone of Terminus was kept under a hole in the roof of a temple of this god, whose titles included “Feretrius,” “Stator,” and “Optimus Maximus.”  The symbols of this brother of Vesta and Ceres were the eagle and a cluster of thunderbolts.  FTP, name this king of the gods in Roman mythology, identified with the Greek Zeus.


Ans: Jupiter or Jove

2.  The Japanese spirit known as the baku was depicted with the head of a lion, the paws of a tiger, and the body of this creature.  Hecate was often depicted with the heads of this creature, a dog, and a lion or snake.  Efnisien insulted Matholwch by mutilating several of these creatures.  Manannan mac Lir’s daughter Niamh owned one named Embarr, which could travel over waves.  These animals were associated with the Celtic goddess Epona.  Epeius suggested constructing a large wooden model of, FTP, what type of animal, which the Greeks used to infiltrate Troy?


Ans: horse

3.  On one occasion, this character killed nine men by chanting a spell to recover his stolen harp, which was known as “Oak of Two Greens” and “Four-Angled Music.”  On another occasion, this son of Danu was temporarily unable to consummate his lust for the daughter of Indech because he had been forced to eat too much of his beloved porridge by the Fomorians.  His weapon had to be dragged on wheels; one end could kill nine men with one blow, while the other end of his club could revive the dead.  FTP name this father of Aengus and Bodb Dearg, known as the good god.


Ans: the Dagda Samildanac or Dagda mór mac Eladan or Dagda mór mac Eithenn or Eochaidh Ollathair or In Ruad Rofhessa

4.  This son of Thoösa fell in love with a daughter of Doris and tried to make himself more presentable by combing his hair with a rake and shaving with a scythe.  The Nereid he loved shared her name with a living ivory image of Aphrodite carved by Pygmalion.  He had his first experience with alcohol when he tried some heady wine given by Maro to one of his prisoners, who introduced himself as “Oudeis.”  According to Ovid, he crushed Acis with a rock for love of Galatea.  He is better known for braining and eating six crewmen of a certain Greek hero, who got revenge and then escaped under his sheep.  FTP, name this Cyclops who was blinded by Odysseus.

Ans: Polyphemus

5.  The dead were thought to spend eternity adoring this god in his roofless temples, and all creatures were thought to “sleep as though dead” during his nightly absence.  He was depicted with many hands seizing offerings, or presenting the hieroglyphs of strength and life to the royal family.  Those hands appeared at the tips of beams emanating from a central red disk.  Worship of this god was promoted from a new capital city built in his honor, now known as Tel-el-Amarna.  Defined as the light coming from the solar disk, FTP name this god whose monotheistic cult was promoted by Nefertiti’s husband.

Ans: Aten or Aton or Adon or Eton

6.  In honor of this goddess, Leucippe built a man-headed mechanical boar made of gold which, when pursued, took refuge in her temple and uttered the words “Spare me!”  The younger Aloeid pledged to outrage this goddess, who succeeded in getting Otus and Ephialtes to kill each other by darting between them in the form of a white doe.  Oeneus earned the enmity of this goddess when he omitted her in a customary sacrifice; in retaliation, she sent the Calydonian boar to ravage his crops.  A son of Aristaeus was killed by his pack of fifty hounds after seeing her bathing.  FTP, name this goddess who transformed Actaeon into a stag, the twin sister of Apollo.


Ans: Artemis

7.  For fourteen years, this character’s sandals are kept on the throne by his half-brother, the son of Kaikeyi.  He kills Khara, the younger brother of Surpanakha, but is outwitted by Surpanakha’s older brother.  This son of Kausalya and Dasaratha wins his wife in a contest by breaking Shiva’s bow.  He kills Bali as a favor to Sugriva, who supports this half-brother of Lakshmana with an army of monkeys.  FTP, name this seventh incarnation of Vishnu who defeats Ravana and rescues his wife Sita in his namesake epic.

Ans: Ramachandra

8.  In one story, he is brought to one knee by Elli, and creates the ebb tide when he takes three enormous swigs from an enchanted drinking horn.  This happens after he and his companions spend a night in the glove of Skrymir.  One of those companions was his bondservant Thialfi, who loses a footrace to Thought.  On his daily trip to the Well of Urd he wades across the Kormt and the Ormt rivers since he cannot cross Bifrost.  At other times, he rides in a chariot pulled by two magic goats.  FTP, name this strongest of the Aesir who killed lots of giants with his hammer.


Ans: Thor

9.  This man’s mother, a daughter of Pittheus, travelled to Troy with Helen as one of her slave-women.  This man was claimed as an ancestor of the Ioxids, who burn neither rushes nor wild asparagus, but venerate both, according to Plutarch; this line of descendants came from his dalliance with Perigune, the daughter of Sinis.  This son of Aethra killed Sinis, nicknamed the Pine-Bender, and Sinis’s father Procrustes.  FTP, name this hero who used a magical ball of thread to navigate the Labyrinth, credited with killing the Minotaur.

Ans: Theseus
10.  He defeated an alarmingly large, speckled feline known as Palug’s Cat.  In the tale of Culhwch and Olwen, he traps Dillus Farfawg in a pit in order to pluck Dillus’s beard with wooden tweezers, but becomes indignant when his lord satirizes him in a verse.  Earlier in that tale, in his role as porter he tries to turn away Culhwch at the gate of the court of his lord, Culhwch’s cousin.  In later stories, he is the son of a wealthy knight who takes in and raises the step-son of Gorlois.  While fighting in a tournament, he forgets to bring his sword, leading to his foster brother pulling out a sword from a stone.  FTP, name this rather churlish knight, the son of Sir Ector and foster brother of Arthur.


Ans: Sir Kay or Cei

11.  According to some accounts, he was the brother of Abderus and son of Opian Menoetius.  He fled to his uncle’s court after killing Amphidamas’s son Cleitonymus, or Aeanes, over a game of dice.  He killed the Paeonian king Pyraechmes, saving the ship of Protesilaus.  Apollo held him back from taking Troy single-handedly, and later grimly unlaced the fastenings of his corselet.  He killed Zeus’s son Sarpedon, but fell shortly afterwards by the hand of Hector, inciting the wrath of his cousin.  FTP, name this constant companion of Achilles.


Ans: Patroclus

12.  As Mother Hubur, she produced a rabid dog, a fish-man, a scorpion-man, umu-demons, and an ​ugallu​-demon.  Kishar and Anshar were her children by her first consort, the deified sweet waters, while she symbolized the primordial salt waters.  Men were created from the blood of her second consort, to whom she bound the Tablets of Destiny.  This dragon-goddess took Kingu as her second consort after the death of Apsu.  FTP, name this mother-goddess whose body was split to form the heavens and the earth in Babylonian mythology.


Ans: Tiamat

13.  One of these characters planted a pair of flowers which sprouted with a prophetic poem written on the petals.  Another was cremated by an apprentice while his soul was traveling; when his soul returned, he was forced to inhabit the body of a sick man with a lame leg, explaining his attribute of an iron crutch.  Another of these characters, a patron of barbers, experienced the “Yellow Millet Dream.”  After following advice given in a dream to eat powdered mica, the sole female of the group, He Xiangu, gained the power of flight and immunity from death.  FTP, name this octet of deities from Taoist legend.


Ans: Eight Immortals or Ba Xian or Pa Hsien

14.  The shepherd Molorchus sacrificed to Savior Zeus in celebration of this creature’s death.  According to some sources, the Bambinaeans suffered the depradations of this creature, which was born by Selene and then dropped from the moon.  Its killer used a net to cover one of the two entrances to its cave, then strangled it after failing to wound it with various weapons.  Its skin was proof against iron, bronze, and stone, and its killer finally skinned it with its own claws, then wore its pelt as a cloak.  FTP, name this creature killed by Hercules, a monstrous feline.


Ans: Nemean Lion

15.  The giant Hrungnir drunkenly boasts that he will pick it up and carry it off to Jotunheim.  This place is home to the hart Eikthyrnir, who eats the branches of the tree Laerad.  This place is also home to the cauldron Eldhrimnir, in which the boar Saehrimnir is boiled each day, and to a goat which supplies a cauldron’s worth of mead every day.  That goat, Heidrun, is sometimes said to live on its roof of golden shields.  Every day, its inhabitants, the einherjar, go out to fight each other.  FTP, name this “hall of the slain” where Odin welcomes the souls of brave warriors.

Ans: Valhalla
16.  Once, when this man was a baby, a stream of ants carried grains of wheat up the side of his cradle and placed them between his lips while he slept.  He founded the city of Ancyra after the death of his adoptive father Gordius.  He committed suicide by drinking bull’s blood after learning that everyone was aware of his disgrace, which he tried to hide with a Phrygian cap.  His kind treatment of Silenus earned him a reward, but he soon visited the river Pactolus to wash away the gift.  FTP, name this king who asked Dionysus for the gift of the golden touch.


Ans: Midas

17.  In one story, one of these creatures utters a terrible scream each Mayday, causing miscarriages and spreading barrennness over an entire island.  In that story, Lleuelys advises Llud to use a vatful of good mead covered by silk to capture two of these creatures in the form of two piglets.  Those two creatures were later responsible for the subsidence of a hill in Snowdonia, confounding the construction of a stronghold for Vortigern.  Another one, which began ravaging the countryside after a serving-man stole a cup from it while it was sleeping, was killed with the help of Wiglaf.  Beowulf was killed by, FTP, what type of creature mentioned in the title of Uther?


Ans: dragons
18.  The Dakinis are attendants of this goddess.  She lends her name to the current age, in which kings inflict death on women, children and cows, and Dharma is one-legged and helpless.  She has a tusked face with a fearsome brow bearing a third eye, and by some accounts, she sprang from the brow of Durga.  To defeat the demon Raktavira, she had to hold him up, pierce him with a spear, and drink all his blood, sparking her thirst for blood.  She is often depicted with her tongue protruding in her blood-smeared face, wearing a belt of demon hands, earrings made from the corpses of children, and a skull necklace.  FTP, name this black goddess worshipped by the Thuggee, the terrible aspect of Shiva’s wife Devi.

Ans: Kali
19.  He offered a golden crown to any bull that could beat Agelaus’s champion bull, and soon after awarded the crown to Ares without complaint.  Prior to his birth, his mother dreamed that she gave birth to a firebrand from which wriggled a horde of fiery serpents.  His fairness in rewarding Ares led to his being selected to settle a dispute on Mount Gargarus in which he was offered dominion over Asia by one claimant, but he decided in favor of Aphrodite, who promised him the fairest woman in the world.  FTP, name this Trojan prince who stole Helen from Menelaus.


Ans: Paris or Alexander or Alexandros

20.  His domain was sometimes said to contain a tree with breast-shaped fruit, which was the destination of children who died young.  The few survivors from his turn as supreme deity were transformed into dogs, turkeys and butterflies at the end of the Third Sun.  People headed for his domain were buried with a stick, which would immediately sprout flowers and leaves in his paradise, which accepted people who had died by dropsy.  Often portrayed pouring water from a vessel, FTP name this Aztec god who received annual sacrifices of drowned children.

Ans: Tlaloc
