Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 13

1.  This son of Laomedon governed the province of Persia for the Assyrian king Teutamus.  His half-brother Priam gave him a golden vine as a bribe to get him to send his son Memnon the Ethiopian into the Trojan War.  He became the lover of Astraeus’s wife, a goddess who was the mother of the four winds.  That goddess had previously had affairs with Cleitus, Cephalus, and Orion.  His lover locked him in a room after she convinced Zeus to grant him immortality, but forgot to ask for eternal youth.  FTP, name this man who had an affair with Eos before turning into a cicada.


Ans: Tithonus

2.  He once sent the husband of Cigfa a present of pigs.  Angered over the theft of a lapwing, a dog, and a roebuck, he instigated the Battle of the Trees, which he lost to Amaethon and Gwydion.  He threatened a prince with being satirized to the value of a hundred stags for a breach of hunting etiquette, but relented when the prince agreed to do him the favor of delivering one blow to his rival, Hafgan.  To accomplish Hafgan’s death, he ruled Dyfed for a year in Pwyll’s place.  FTP, name this Celtic god of agriculture and death, the Lord of Annwn.


Ans: Arawn

3.  As a result of losing a gambling match, they had to spend twelve years in exile in a forest, then a thirteenth year in a city without being recognized.  They took their name from a son of Ambalika, who turned pale at the sight of a certain hermit.  Two of them were born to Madri after she prayed to the Aswans.  The eldest was a son of Yama, and the second-oldest, a son of Vayu, used a mace to smash the thigh of Duryodhana, the leader of a group of one hundred brothers whom they fought at Kurukshetra.  Bhima and Yudisthira were members of, FTP, what group of five brothers featured in the Mahabharata in opposition to the Kauravas?

Ans: Pandavas
4.  Unlike her sisters Amphinome and Evadne, she refused to shed the blood of her father when Medea falsely promised to restore Pelias to youth if he consented to being cut up.  Pelias promised her to the man who could yoke a boar and a lion to a chariot and drive once around a race-course, a feat accomplished with the help of a god who was her husband’s herdsman for a year.  In gratitude for his kind treatment, Apollo not only helped her husband win her hand, he also once gained her husband a temporary reprieve by getting the Fates drunk.  She then voluntarily took her husband’s place, but was rescued by Heracles or sent back by Persephone.  FTP, name this woman who died for her husband Admetus.


Ans: Alcestis
5.  Partway through his six years in his mother’s womb, he vowed never to run in fear from fire or iron. Later in life, he married the same wish-maiden who brought the magical apple of fertility that resulted in his birth.  His wife Hljod bore him ten sons and a daughter, and that daughter later predicted his death at the hands of the King of Gautland, Siggeir.  This son of King Rerir built his palace around a large tree, known as the Barnstock, out of which one of his sons drew a sword thrust into the trunk by Odin.  FTP, name this namesake of a Norse saga, the father of Sigmund.


Ans: Volsung

6.  In one creation myth, a goddess associated with this creature divided herself, producing Woman of the Hard Substances, who became the always-bride of Tawa.  A god associated with this creature won a box full of stories from his father with the help of his wife Aso.  A daughter of Idmon of Colophon who depicted the illicit love affairs of the Olympians was turned into one of these after hanging herself.  The Hopi mother goddess, the Lakota trickster figure Iktomi, and the Ashanti god Anansi were all associated with, FTP, what type of creature into which the jealous Athena transformed the weaver Arachne?


Ans: spider
7.  One character in this work is abandoned after being born with white hair, but he is found and raised by a creature so ancient, it has seen the destruction of the world three times over.  That character’s son shows early signs of greatness by clubbing a white elephant to death.  This poem also sees the mighty Raksh become the chosen steed of a hero who slays the White Deev and uses its blood to restore the sight of Kay Kavous.  Later, that hero unknowingly kills his son Sohrab.  FTP, name this epic whose characters include Kay Khosrau and Rostam, composed by Ferdowsi.


Ans: Shahnameh or Shahnama or Epic of Kings or Book of Kings

8.  In the Lokasenna she is credited with placing a poison-snake over the bound form of Loki as part of his torment.  As a result of her father’s death, she married the lord of Noatun, but she soon returned to Thrymheim.  Her father’s death came while he was in the form of an eagle, pursuing a falcon carrying a nut.  The nut was the shape-shifted Idunn, who had been kidnapped by this goddess’s father.  She was given her choice of the available gods as a husband, but she had to choose based solely on the appearance of their feet.  FTP, name this daughter of Thiazi who married Njord.


Ans: Skadi 

9.  He purified Pelops’s son Copreus from murder, and employed Copreus as a herald.  He was born prematurely to Nicippe after Zeus swore an oath that any prince born to the House of Perseus before nightfall should be High King.  This son of Sthenelus refused to give his cousin credit for a task in which his cousin was aided by Iolaus.  He took to sending orders to his cousin by messenger while hiding in a bronze urn underground after seeing the corpse of the Nemean Lion.  FTP, name this man who set twelve labors for his cousin Heracles.


Ans: Eurystheus

10.  Vishnu once saved them, appearing in the form of Narmada and routing their enemies, the Gandharvas. One of them named Kaliya terrorised the herdsmen near his home in the River Jumna until he was defeated by the young Krishna.  These descendants of Kadru and the sage Kasyapa wear the best gems of the three worlds in hoods above their heads, lighting up the darkness of the underworld, Patala.  Their king, known as Ananta or Sesha, is a symbol of eternity, especially when he holds his tail in his mouth.  FTP, name these serpent demons of Hindu mythology.

Ans: nagas
11.  On one occasion, two-thirds of the brain of Mes Gegra were slung into this man’s head, requiring stitches from his physician Fingen.  He was conceived when his mother asked his father, who was passing by, what the day was good for, to which his father replied that it was good for begetting a king upon a queen.  He was the half-brother of Dechtire and the son of Queen Ness and the druid Cathbad.  Protected by the Red Branch Knights, FTP name this king who ruled from his palace at Emain Macha, the uncle of Cuchulainn.


Ans: Conchobar mac Nessa

12.  He spread a rumor that Heracles was a habitual and perverse cross-dresser following an incident in which he stealthily attempted to rape Omphale, but chose the wrong couch.  He made a gift of seven swift Spartan hounds and three lop-eared hounds to the young Artemis.  He made strategic use of some well-washed white fleeces in seducing Selene.  A sailor named Thamus heard a divine voice proclaiming the death of this god.  FTP, name this Arcadian god who pursued the nymph Syrinx, known for his namesake reed pipes and goatish appearance.


Ans: Goat-Pan

13.  While she was in charge of the universe, people subsisted on cencocopi or teocentli seeds.  She was sometimes thought to be the wife of the primordial god Xiuhtecuhtli, but she was more commonly considered the wife of another god by whom she was the mother of the lunar god Tecciztecatl.  This patroness of childbirth presided over the Fourth Sun, which ended when she transformed people into fish and sent a great flood.  Known as “She of the Jade Skirt,” FTP name this Aztec goddess of water and wife of Tlaloc.


Ans: Chalchiuhtlicue

14.  This man defended his kingdom against an invading army with the help of his nephews, the Moliones, who wounded Iphicles during the fighting.  He banished his eldest son Phyleus from Elis after refusing to pay a hero on the grounds that the River-gods Peneius or Menius and Alpheus had done all the work.  By divine dispensation, his animals were inimitably fertile, immune to disease, and never miscarried.  The Peloponnese suffered a pestilence originating in the stench from his sheep folds and cattle yards, which were deep in dung.  FTP, name this man whose filthy stables were cleaned by Heracles.


Ans: King Augeias

15.  This brother of Eurybia and Thaumus was an uncle of Ladon and the Harpies.  Like Danaus, he gave his name to his fifty daughters.  In the Iliad, Hephaestus mentions being saved by Eurynome and one of this character’s daughters after being thrown off Olympus by Hera.  Some of this character’s daughters helped Theseus retrieve the golden signet ring of Minos.  After being caught sleeping beside the Po, this son of Pontus helped Heracles by giving advice on obtaining the golden apples of the Hesperides.  FTP, name this husband of Doris and father of Amphitrite and Thetis, an old man of the sea.


Ans: Nereus (accept Phorcys before “fifty daughters” is read)

16.  His death is signaled by blood leaking from his comb.  He succeeds in bridling the Demon’s bay horse and in skiing for the Demon’s elk before he falls victim to the revenge of Dripcap, who tosses a water snake through his left armpit, heart, and liver.  He is reassembled with the help of a rake with prongs one hundred fathoms long, and his mother then smears him with mead and honey to resurrect him.  FTP, name this hero whose death while preparing to shoot one arrow at a swan on the black river of Tuonela is described in the Kalevala.


Ans: Lemminkäinen

17.  This god was the son of the nymph Canens and Picus, who was transformed into a woodpecker.  During the secret rites of Bona Dea, the words “wine” and “myrtle” could not be spoken because this father of Bona Dea once got her drunk on wine, then beat her with a myrtle stick.  By some accounts, he was a king of Latium who sacrificed strangers at the altar of Hermes, but was killed by Heracles, who then begot Latinus on this character’s widow or daughter.  According to Ovid, he was the father of Acis.  As a fertility god, he was associated with the festival of Lupercalia.  FTP, name this Roman equivalent of Pan with a name similar to that of the creatures who accompanied him, the Roman analogue of satyrs.


Ans: Faunus (accept Fatuus)

18.  In one tale an Egyptian magician made two wax images of these creatures come to life and write down 35 good and 35 bad stories.  Horus’s son Hapy, the guardian of mummified lungs, was sometimes depicted with the head of one of these creatures.  One god associated with the moon assumed this form while traveling through the Nubian desert in the myth of the Distant Goddess.  The lunar deity Khonsu also assumed this form in his aspect as the Keeper of the Books of the End of the Year, and was sometimes identified with one of these creatures shown perched on the scales of Maat.  The god Babi was endowed with the aggressive virility of a dominant male one.  FTP, name these simians associated with Thoth.


Ans: baboons

19.  This priest of Thymbraean Apollo angered Apollo by breaking a vow of chastity and lying with his wife Antiope in the god’s sight.  His people, having stoned their priest of Poseidon nine years earlier, selected this son of Antenor by lot to propitiate Poseidon, but before he could perform the sacrifice he was killed by Porces and Chariboea, or Curissia, or Periboea, two monsters sent from Tenedos and the Calydnian islands.  Shortly before his death, he nearly killed Neoptolemus when he threw his spear into the flank of the Trojan Horse.  FTP, name this man Trojan who died trying to save his twin sons from two great sea-serpents.


Ans: Laocoön

20.  The sexless kurgarru and kalaturru were sent to negotiate with and flatter this goddess.  This goddess’s younger sister once tried to claim rulership of this goddess’s domain after entering a temple of lapis lazuli dedicated to this goddess, or else paid a visit on the occasion of the death of this goddess’s husband Gugalanna, the Bull of Heaven.  She told her porter Neti to let her sister in, but forced her sister to strip off clothes and jewels at each of seven gates, then killed her when she was naked.  FTP, name this ruler of the Great Below and sister of Inanna, the Sumerian death goddess.


Ans: Ereshkigal

