Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 12

1.  The dying Fafnir tells Sigurd that this figure will mix his blood with that of the Aesir on the island of Oskapt.  In the Svipdagssmol, the sword Laevateinn is said to be guarded by this character’s wife Sinmora.  In the Voluspa, the seeress says that he will come from the south with the “spoiler of twigs,” and only Hoddmimir’s wood will survive his onslaught.  His sword shines more brightly than the sun, and he will use it on the plain of Vigrid to kill the unarmed god Frey.  FTP, name this sentinel of Muspellheim who will spread fire over the world at Ragnarok.

Ans: Surt or Surtur

2.  During a fire alarm, an older brother of Idaeus rushed to save it and was temporarily blinded for his troubles.  The Pleiad Electra, after being violated by Zeus, defiled this item, which was found overgrown with weeds and half buried in front of the tent of Ilus.  According to some accounts, it was fashioned from the bones of Pelops. It was usually described as a legless image three cubits high, carrying a distaff and spindle in the left hand and a spear in the right, with its chest wrapped in the aegis.  Stolen by Odysseus and Diomedes, and said to carry the destiny of Troy, FTP name this statue fashioned by Athena in the likeness of her dead childhood playmate Pallas.


Ans: the Trojan Palladium

3.  He was the son of the River-god Sangarios’s daughter Nana, who conceived when she hid an almond or pomegranate in her lap.  In a ritual reenactment of his death, a pine tree decked with wreaths of violets and swathed in woollen bands like a corpse was given blood offerings from priests who gashed themselves on the Day of Blood.  He died when, in a fit of madness, he castrated himself.  At Rome, the Hilaria was celebrated near the vernal equinox in honor of his annual resurrection.  FTP name this figure of Phrygian mythology, the charioteer and consort of Cybele.


Ans: Attis

4.  This youngest of seven siblings had an older brother with a sword in place of a head and a trunk of stone.  He had affairs with Minona and Gbadu, but he was found out and cursed with an eternal erection by his mother.  This god, sometimes identified with the Yoruban Eshu, understands all languages.  This son of Mawu also appears as a loa in voodoo belief, where he is invoked at the start of all ceremonies.  FTP, name this trickster god of the Fon who, in voodoo belief, is often given the title Papa.


Ans: Legba

5.  He shared an alternate name with the Greek rendering of the name of the deified Nile and with one of the sons of Horus.  He had the image of a vulture with wings outstretched on his back and the image of a scarab on his tongue.  Each of his movements had prophetic value, and crowds of the devout and the curious attended the spectacle of his daily frolic.  He was also marked by a crescent moon on his right flank and a white triangle on his forehead.  Thought to be the result of a union of Ptah in the form of a celestial fire with a virgin heifer, FTP name this sacred black bull of Memphis.

Ans: the Apis bull or Hapy or Hapi

6.  This character broke up the unions of his six sons and six daughters, fearing to infringe on the Olympic prerogative of incest.  In the Aeneid, Juno promises the nymph Deiopea to this son of Arne and Poseidon in return for his help against the fleet of Aeneas.  In the Odyssey, Odysseus visits his island twice, but this father-in-law of Ceyx proves inhospitable the second time after Odysseus’s men, hoping for wine, untie the silver cord from a special bag given by this character to Odysseus.  Before the bag was untied, only Zephyrus was free to act.  FTP, name this immortal who was placed in charge of the winds.


Ans: Aeolus

7.  She reigned for nine years as Queen of the Southern Seas.  She is sometimes shown with multiple heads, recalling a myth that her Indian counterpart’s head exploded in eleven pieces when he contemplated the wicked people of the world.  Worshippers in her temple at the Mount of the Wondrous Peak use rattles and firecrackers to attract her attention.  This goddess, known as Observer of All Sounds, is often depicted with her acolytes Gold Youth and Jade Maiden, and is often worshipped by childless women.  FTP, name this deity who grew out of the bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, the Chinese goddess of mercy and compassion.

Ans: Kwan-yin or Guan-Yin (prompt on Kannon)

8.  According to one myth, his jaw was injured shortly after his birth when a god threw a thunderbolt at him, but his father soon avenged him by entering the bodies of all the gods and giving them colic.  His battle roar could shatter enemies, but he threw the giant Kalanemi to his death and killed Saurasa by allowing her to swallow him and then swelling up to the size of a mountain.  He once swallowed the moon to keep it from affecting some magic herbs he was bringing from the Himalayas, and at his birth he thought the sun was a fruit and tried to catch and eat it.  FTP, name this son of Anjana and Vayu who set fire to all of Lanka after Ravana set fire to his tail, a monkey general in the Ramayana.


Ans: Hanuman

9.  According to some sources, this man was responsible for the stench of the river Anigrus, having thrown into it the foul objects he used to purify the daughters of Proetus.  This grandson of Cretheus was the first mortal to temper wine with water and the first to practice as a physician.  He obtained Phylacus’s cattle, enabling the marriage of his cousin Pero to his brother Bias, and cured the impotence of Iphiclus using the rust from a knife.  FTP, name this first mortal to be granted prophetic powers who overheard two woodworms discussing the collapse of the roof of his prison cell.

Ans: Melampus
10.  She carries off Aeschere, an act of blood vengeance, and has a chance to kill her son’s killer when she knocks him down, sits on him, and attacks with a sword, but his armor saves him.  That killer finds a weapon in her home which he uses to kill her and behead her son’s corpse.  The weapon is a sword made by the giants, which her foe picks up after the blade Hrunting fails to damage her.  This descendant of Cain is tracked to her home in a mere from the hall of Heorot after she travels there to retrieve her son’s severed arm.  FTP, name this monster who, like her son, dies at the hands of Beowulf.

Ans: Grendel’s mother
11.  These people believed in a shape-shifting monster made of ice, or ice and mud, which was the namesake of a cannibalistic psychosis.  They also believed that the human race was founded by the Muskrat and her husband, the son of Kabun.  They feared the Wendigo, and worshipped the earth goddess Grandmother Nokomis, as well as a culture hero known as the Great Hare, Michabo.  FTP, name these people whose strength prompted the hero Hiawatha to band together the Iriquois Nations.


Ans: Algonquins

12.  According to certain oral traditions, this god rolled along on land using his three legs, always surrounded by a magic mist.  He kept his prized knife and shirt, as well as the bones of Asal’s swine, in his Crane Bag.  He possessed magic swine which returned to life each day after being killed and eaten with Goibniu’s ale of immortality.  He shook his magic cloak between Cuchulainn and his wife to keep Cuchulainn from ever seeing Fand again.  His other possessions included the ship Wave-Sweeper and a chariot pulled by two horses that could run over water.  FTP name this Irish sea-god, the son of Lir, who was identified with the Welsh Manawydan.


Ans: Manannan mac Lir

13.  In this character’s sanctuary at Pergamus, the name of Telephus’s son Eurypylus could never be spoken, since Eurypylus had killed this character’s son Machaon.  His mother, the daughter of Ixion’s brother Phlegyas, gave in to a secret passion for Ischys, and the indiscretion was reported to his father by a crow.  Athena gave one or two vials of the blood of Medusa to this son of Coronis, who worked on Hippolytus at the behest of Artemis.  This father of Hygieia was killed after Hades complained to Zeus about losing subjects.  FTP, name this son of Apollo who gained the power to resurrect the dead.


Ans: Asclepius
14.  Her father seeks advice from an oracle in Albunea after a portent in which this character’s hair and crown seem wreathed in flame, signaling her destined fame and the strife she would cause.  Drances counsels her father to give her in marriage to a foreign prince, angering the brother of Juturna.  She eventually marries that foreign prince and becomes the mother of Silvius despite the objections of her mother Amata.  Silvius eventually becomes king of Alba Longa, succeeding her son-in-law Iülus.  FTP, name this daughter of Latinus who marries Aeneas.


Ans: Lavinia

15.  This god was traveling with Loki and Odin when Loki killed Otter, and when Thiazi flew off with Loki.  In the Voluspo, he is credited with giving sense to Ask and Embla, and it is prophecied that he will survive Ragnarok and gain the power of foretelling the future.  This god is noted for his long-leggedness, and for his annoying habit of frequently saying, “Let others decide,” which led to the decapitation of his advisor.  FTP, name this Norse god who proved himself useless in council among the Vanir after being given to them as a hostage with Mimir.


Ans: Honir or Hoenir or Haenir
16.  Dionysus prophecied that this woman and her husband would ride in a chariot drawn by heifers and rule over barbarian hordes.  Late in life, she and her husband were given rule of Illyria by their daughter Agave.  Amphiaraus’s wife Eriphyle was bribed on two separate occasions with treasures that had been given as wedding presents to this woman.  One of those presents was a robe given by Athena; the other, given by this woman’s mother Aphrodite, was an item which rendered its wearer irresistibly beautiful.  FTP, name this woman noted for her magic necklace, the wife of Cadmus.


Ans: Harmonia

17.  In some accounts, one character of this name was a sister of Morgause and Morgan le Fay.  A second character of this name had a great-uncle named Garlon who could become invisible while armed, and a grandfather who suffered the Dolorous Stroke at the hands of Balin.  A third character of this name, known as the Maid of Astolat, died of grief and was floated on a barge to Camelot.  The father of the second character of this name used a magic potion to make his daughter look like Guinevere, fooling Lancelot into sleeping with her.  FTP, give the name of the daughter of Pelles who became the mother of Galahad.

Ans: Elaine

18.  In the Homeric Hymn to this figure, she is said to be the mother by Zeus of Pandia.  Her younger sister was cursed with perpetual longing for young mortals after Aphrodite caught Ares in her sister’s bed.  This goddess fell in love with the mortal son of Zeus and Calyce, and had fifty daughters by him.  This daughter of Theia first spotted her lover in a cave on Mount Latmus, and Hypnos later granted her lover the power of sleeping with his eyes open.  FTP, name this daughter of Hyperion and sister of Eos and Helius, a Greek moon-goddess.


Ans: Selene
19.  According to one tradition, he was born when a god sometimes called the “Great He-She” spat him out.  Treated in some texts as deified emptiness, he was identified with the god Anhur, and wore an ostrich feather on his head.  After being attacked in his palace of At Nub by the children of Apep, this second divine pharaoh abdicated his throne.  Due to jealousy born of incestuous passion, or on his father’s orders, he slipped between his two children and violently separated them, supporting his daughter’s belly on his outstretched arms.  FTP, name this god of air, the husband of Tefnut and father of Geb and Nut.

Ans: Shu
20.  In Sumerian myth, there were seven of these, known as the Anunnaki.  The title Un-nefer was given to a member of the Ennead of Heliopolis in recognition of his work in this capacity.  In Hindu belief, the scribe Chitragupta helped the twin brother of Yamuna with his work in this role.  In later Egyptian mythology, 42 auxiliary deities served this function in the Hall of the Two Truths in Duat.  In Greek myth, the son of Zeus and Aegina shared this job with two sons of Zeus and Europa.  In Egyptian myth, the demon Ammit and the feather of Maat played roles in the work of, FTP, what sort of netherworld functionary, a role shared by Yama, Osiris, Aeacus, Minos, and Rhadamanthys?

Ans: judges of the underworld or judges of the dead (accept equivalents)

