Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 10

1.  This god presided over a world of acorn-eating giants who were ultimately eaten by ferocious jaguars.  Like the Mayan Itzam Na, he was thought to have four manifestations, each associated with a color and cardinal direction; thus, Xipe Totec was sometimes considered this god’s red form.  In another manifestation, he tempted the Earth-Monster Cipactli or Tlaltecuhtli to the surface of the waters at the cost of his enormous foot.  His missing foot was replaced by his namesake instrument of divination, which reflected the night sky.  FTP, name this Aztec god known as “Smoking Mirror” whose opposite was Tezcatlanextia.

Ans: Tezcatlipoca
2.  According to some accounts, birds dropped out of the sky during this man’s funeral, stunned by the uproar.  He gave Ajax the sword with which Ajax later committed suicide.  His young son, sometimes known as Scamandrius, was thrown over the battlements of his home city by Odysseus or Neoptolemus.  After an inconclusive duel, Ajax gave this man the baldric by which he was later dragged to death, and after his death his body was dragged thrice daily around the tomb of Patroclus.  FTP, name this father of Astyanax and husband of Andromache, the eldest son of Priam.


Ans: Hector
3.  In one myth, he is beheaded under the sacred ished tree by the Great Tom Cat.  In another myth, his opponent takes the form of an ichneumon or mongoose and kills him.  He was born from the saliva of the goddess Neith when she was still in the primeval waters, and grew to a length of 120 yards.  He was usually said to attack in the seventh and twelfth hours of the night, and was greatly feared for his hypnotic eyes and crushing coils.  FTP, name this all-devouring chaos monster, typically depicted as a crocodile or serpent, which attacked Ra every night.


Ans: Apep or Apophis
4.  This character’s son by the daughter of Billing did not wash his hands or comb his hair for one day following birth, waiting until he had achieved his purpose by killing another of this character’s sons.  Another of this character’s sons had runes carved on his tongue and was considered the patron of skalds.  He seduced Gunnlod, and had one son apiece by Rind, Grid, and Jord.  His sons by Rind and Grid were, respectively, Vali and Bragi.  He also brought life to Ask and Embla, in some stories with help of his brothers Vili and Ve.  FTP name this god called the “All-Father” whose son by Jord was Thor.

Ans: Odin 

5.  According to Pausanias, the treacherous Polyxo sent handmaidens disguised as these characters to hang Helen.  In the Aeneid, one of them appears to Turnus in the guise of Juno’s aged priestess Calybe, and inspires Queen Amata to pretend to be in the grips of a Bacchus-induced frenzy.  They had a sanctuary next to the Finger Shrine, which marks the spot where some of them turned white when a hero bit off his own finger.  That hero asked the Delphic Oracle for advice on ridding himself of them after killing the lover of Aegisthus.  FTP, name these avengers of blood guilt, sometimes identified as Megaera, Allecto, and Tisiphone, who hounded Orestes for the murder of Clytemnestra.


Ans: the Furies or Erinyes (prompt on Eumenides, Kindly Ones, or Solemn Ones)

6.  His mother, determined to have a child without recourse to her husband, conceived this god by touching a magical flower from the fields of Olenus, according to the Fasti of Ovid.  This god, or Jupiter, dropped a shield from the heavens as a sign of benevolence to Numa Pompilius, who had eleven copies made to prevent theft.  By his consort Nerio, he was the father of Fuga and Timor.  He also fathered two sons on a mortal woman sometimes called Ilia who was a Vestal Virgin and the daughter of King Numitor.  FTP, name this father of Remus, the Roman god of war.


Ans: Mars

7.  This man tries twice to support himself in England as a shoemaker, but he has too much success and is forced to quit by angry shoemakers.  Later, he builds a gallows for a pregnant mouse he captures after two of his companions disappear, leaving him alone with Cigfa.  This half-brother of Nisien and Efnisien appears in the second branch of the Mabinogi as one of seven Welshmen who survive an attack against Ireland to free this man’s sister Branwen.  FTP, name this son of Llyr who became the second husband of Rhiannon.


Ans: Manawydan ap Llyr

8.  In one story, this character was protected from rape when a friendly goddess sent her detachable vagina across the sea.  Her older brother, a shark-god, helped her navigate after she was banished for seducing her older sister’s husband.  That sister, a water-goddess, harrassed her by flooding her out every time she created a new home, forcing her to travel from island to island.  She often shared a grotto under a burning lake with her favorite sister, Hiiaka’.  Frequently appearing as a beautiful young woman or an old crone wearing black, FTP name this resident of Kilauea, the Polynesian goddess of volcanic eruptions.


Ans: Pele
9.  He won the title of Buphagus when he lost an ox-eating contest to Lepreus.  He killed Oreus and Hylaeus after Nephele sent a downpour to help her grandchildren, who became maddened when this man insisted on opening a jar of wine left by Dionysus in the cave of his host Pholus.  He wrestled successfully with a giant who regained strength every time he touched the earth, and with the River-god Achelous.  He married Hebe following his ascension to heaven, which occurred after he donned a poisonous shirt given to him by his wife Deianeira.  FTP, name this strong son of Alcmene who performed twelve labors.


Ans: Heracles

10.  In one text, he has the golden box containing the uraeus of Ra opened in his presence, killing all of his companions and leaving him badly burnt, but he is healed by a lock of Ra’s hair.  In some tales, he appears as a vigorous bull who fertilizes the celestial cow, while in other stories he is described as a gander, the “Great Cackler,” but he was typically pictured lying prone with vegetation sprouting from his back, as the earth-god.  FTP, name this husband of Nut and father of Osiris.

Ans: Geb or Seb or Keb

11.  This goddess was sometimes said to be a daughter of Meion and Dindyme who had been exposed on her namesake mountain and nourished there by leopards and other ferocious beasts.  In another story, the sky-god Papas masturbates on this goddess while she is disguised as the Agdos rock, producing the double-sexed creature Agdistis.  Her followers included the satyr Marsyas and the Galli.  According to some sources, one of her sanctuaries was defiled by Hippomenes and Atalanta, so she turned them into lions and yoked them to her chariot.  Often identified with Rhea, FTP name this Great Mother goddess of Anatolia.

Ans: Cybele or Kybele or Cybebe or Mater Deum Magna Idaea
12.  This character, who was born at Carmarthen, was sometimes identified as Emrys Gwledig, and he left a treasure near Dinas Emrys which was destined to be discovered by a youth with yellow hair and blue eyes.  After revealing the struggles of a native red dragon with a foreign white dragon, he foretold the coming of a ruler symbolized as the Boar of Cornwall.  He was credited with manufacturing an item which passed to King Leodegan, and with moving the Giants’ Ring from County Kildare to Salisbury Plain.  He also set up a tryst with Ygrainne by magically disguising Uther.  FTP, name this wizard and advisor to Arthur.


Ans: Merlin

13.  The island of Lanka appeared during a brief absence of this character from his defense of a mountain against the onslaught of Vayu.  When he was born, he was so radiant that he was mistaken for Agni and worshipped.  His mother lost a wager a wager regarding the color of the horse Uchchaisravas and was imprisoned.  He fended off the attacks of Indra while securing the release of his mother Vinata by obtaining a cup of amrita.  FTP, name this character who mocks the wind with his speed, known as the king of birds, who serves as Vishnu’s part-eagle steed.


Ans: Garuda

14.  When he died, his subjects invited his nephew to replace him in preference to his sons Nicostratus and Megapenthes.  He was stuck for eight years in southern waters after insulting Athena, but finally escaped after donning a seal-skin and capturing the sleeping sea-god Proteus, who told him of his brother’s murder.  After killing Euphorbus, he helped Ajax guard and carry the body of Patroclus.  This son of Aerope and Pleisthenes or Atreus succeeded to the throne of Sparta following the abdication of his father-in-law Tyndareus.  FTP, name this brother of Agamemnon and husband of Helen.


Ans: Menelaus
15.  Her daughter was Hnoss, and her mother was sometimes said to be Nerthus.  While searching for her husband, who went on long journeys, she wept tears of red gold.  She loaned one of her possessions to Loki for a mission to rescue Idunn, and another item to Thor for a mission to rescue Mjollnir after it had been stolen by Thrym, who demanded her hand in marriage.  She could transform into a falcon with her cloak, but she generally traveled in a chariot pulled by two cats.  Accused by Loki of sleeping with every god in Asgard and every elf in Alfheim, FTP name this sexy Vanir love-goddess, the daughter of Njord.


Ans: Freya

16.  In Inca myth, Viracocha sent one called Ono Pacakoti against the giants that built Tiwanaku.  In Mayan myth, one of these was assisted in its work by the birds Camulatz and Tecumbalam.  In Hindu myth, the third avatar of Vishnu helped a brother of the Aswin twins with one of these.  In Greek myth, one of these resulted in the birth of Python.  In Norse myth, Bergelmir and his wife dealt with the one resulting from Ymir’s death.  In Sumerian myth, Ubaru-Tutu’s son was taken to Dilmun after making use of a dove, a swallow, and a raven in dealing with one of these.  The fish Matsya helped Manu Vivasvat survive, FTP, what type of catastrophe also survived by Utnapishtim, Pyrrha, and Deucalion?


Ans: floods or deluges

17.  In one story, this god gives advice to a serpent on capturing an eagle using the cadaver of a bull after the eagle breaks an oath of loyalty sworn before this god, who was identified with the Sumerian Utu.  With Marduk and Ea he formed a triad of sympathetic gods who were thought to avert evil influences.  He was guarded at Mount Mashu by the scorpion-people encountered by Gilgamesh, and in the epic of Gilgamesh he helps in the attack on Humbaba.  Depicted on the stele of the Code of Hammurabi, FTP name this Babylonian solar god of justice.

Ans: Shamash
18.  According to some sources, the original name of this daughter of Icarius and the Naiad Periboea was Arnaea or Arnacia, but she won a new name when a flock of purple-striped ducks saved her from drowning.  Her husband won her hand with the help of Tyndareus, who owed him for formulating the oath sworn by Helen’s suitors.  Her servant Eurycleia recognized her disguised husband by a scar on his thigh, but she did not know of his return until he strung his bow and shot an arrow through twelve axe-rings.  For three years, she claimed to be working on a shroud for her father-in-law Laertes, buying time against the demands of her many suitors.  FTP, name this mother of Telemachus, the wife of Odysseus.

Ans: Penelope (accept Arnaea or Arnacia before mention in the question)

19.  In Slavic mythology, the three Zorya kept watch against the failure of one of these, which would result in the devouring of Ursa Minor and the destruction of the world.  Herne the Hunter was said to make a dreadful noise with one of these, possibly identical with the golden one his king gave him as a reward during his life.  The Irish god Oghma was depicted with golden ones connecting his tongue to the ears of his listeners, and the Irish god Aengus found his beloved Caer in the midst of 150 maidens bound by one of these items.  FTP, name these items whose examples in Norse mythology included Dromi and Laeding, which were broken by Fenrir.


Ans: chains or fetters

20.  In Ovid’s Fasti, he is said to have created a beautiful garden for his wife, Flora.  His children by the Harpy Podarge were given as wedding gifts to Peleus.  He fell in love with a Spartan prince who was also beloved by the poet Thamyris and a god.  In Apuleius’s The Golden Ass, this father of the immortal horses Balius and Xanthus is credited with letting two evil sisters fall to their deaths after gently carrying their younger sister Psyche down to a beautiful valley.  He is also credited with jealously taking a flung discus and dashing it against the head of Hyacinthus.  FTP, name this brother of Boreas, the personified West Wind.


Ans: Zephyrus (accept Favonius until “Harpy Podarge”; accept the West Wind before the end)

