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Toss-Up Questions

1. The woman to whom this name was given was accused of incest with her brother in the Pro Caelio, but she is better known for another affair.  Literary evidence suggests that she had a sparrow, that her most well-known paramour wanted to live and to love, and that her brother was “pretty”, or Pulcher, meaning that she was probably [*]Clodia.  This name appears in 13 of its author’s 116 extant poems, and is reminiscent of the island on which Sappho lived.  FTP, what name was used by Catullus to refer to his mistress?

Answer: Lesbia (accept Clodia before the [*])

2. Within the first few minutes of this event, 53 dead bodies littered the ground with many of them dead from jumping out of a window.  One of the people to investigate this disaster was Francis Perkins, FDR’s future Labor Secretary, who determined that the large death toll was due to neglect as well as the company policy of keeping its exit doors locked.  Resulting in the deaths of 148 people, most of them immigrant workers, FTP, what was the name of this conflagration that occurred at the eponymous sweatshop in New York City in 1911?


Answer: Triangle Shirtwaist Fire (or Triangle Factory Fire)

3. On the top right, light creeps over a tan bluff as if the sun were going down over the hill that serves as the setting for the painting.  A pot and some linen are strewn in the right foreground near some weeds, while the left side of the canvas shows various tools in a wheel barrow.  One figure wears a hat, while the other, in what appears to be striped pants held up by one filthy suspender, lifts a heavy load.  Both are turned away from the viewer and are intent on using their picks and hammers to perform the title activity.  Completed one year after the artist’s similarly bleak The Burial at Ornans and later destroyed during the bombing of Dresden, FTP, identify this painting by Gustave Courbet.


Answer: The Stonebreakers
4. Neostigmine is used to treat myasthenia gravis because it inhibits the breakdown of this substance.  Curare is a competitive inhibitor of it for N1 nicotinic receptors, causing paralysis.  It is released from all pre-ganglionic sympathetic and parasympathetic neurons and from all post-ganglionic parasympathetic neurons.  Synthesized from two common biological molecules, one of which is bound to co-enzyme A, FTP, name this neurotransmitter.


Answer: acetylcholine
5. Her 2001 album Wanderland wasn’t released in the US, while her 1999 solo debut Kaleidoscope featured the feminist anger of “Caught Out There.”   She sang the chorus on the Wu Tang hit “Gravel Pit,” but she first came to many people’s attention through her performance on “Got Your Money” by Ol’ Dirty Bastard.  That record was also produced by the Neptunes, who included her newest and now most famous song on their album, The Neptunes Present…Clones.  FTP, name this Harlem-born singer, the girlfriend of Nas, whose album Tasty features a refrain about bringing all the boys to the yard: “Milkshake.”


Answer: Kelis (Rogers)

6. The final novel published in Master Humphrey’s Clock, its characters include Joe Willet who loses his arm fighting in the American Revolution and returns to England to rescue and marry Dolly Varden.  She had been abducted earlier, along with Emma Haredale, by Simon Tappertit and Dennis the Hangman.  Both of these men support John Chester’s violent ideas.  As does Hugh, who works as a hostler at the Maypole Inn and inspires his friend, the mentally disabled title figure, to take up arms against the Catholics, in FTP, what 1841 work centering on the Gordon Riots by Charles Dickens?


Answer: Barnaby Rudge
7. It has 9 towers, 9 organs, 16 patios, 73 statues, 86 sets of stairs, 88 fountains, 1200 widows, and more than 1600 paintings.  Designed to support the Counter-Reformation, its church façade is of a simplified Roman Mannerist style with an Ionic temple on a Doric lower story.  Dedicated to St. Lawrence, on whose feast day the King defeated the French at St. Quentin, it was begun by Juan Bautista de Toledo and finished by Juan de Herrera to honor Philip II.  FTP name this monastery, church, and museum located about thirty miles northwest of Madrid.


Answer: El Escorial

8. An article written at Queen’s Royal College, discussing his admiration for Maugham’s Liza of Lambeth, inspired his novel about life in the slums, Miguel Street.  Nonfiction works include Among the Believers and Beyond Belief, both about Islam, and A Turn in the South about Africa.  While Mr. Stone and the Knight’s Companion has a completely English setting, most of his works such as The Enigma of Arrival, Half a Life, and The Suffrage of Elvira constantly shift locales and present characters who strive to make a connection to the land.  Characters like Jimmy Ahmed in Guerrillas or Ranjit Singh in Mimic Men thus mirror his own half-Hindi/ half-Trinidadian heritage.  FTP, identify this author best known for A Bend in the River and A House for Mr. Biswas.


Answer: V. S. Naipaul
9. It is most commonly illustrated through reactions with halogenoalkanes, where a reactive species attacks the carbon atom in the carbon-halogen bond.  Though it would appear that the extreme polarization of the carbon-fluorine bond would make this mechanism especially reactive with fluorocarbons, the strength of the bond decreases the effectiveness of the mechanism.  FTP, what is this reaction mechanism, in which a reactant with lone electrons attacks a region with positive charge?

Answer: nucleophilic substitution (grudgingly accept SN2)

10. According to Eusebius, his two grandsons were once mistaken for sons of David by Domitian, but then released.  In his most famous work, which was originally placed in the Antilegomena due to its disputed authenticity, he appeals to Christians to be on their guard against “ungodly persons who pervert the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only master Jesus Christ.”  Famous for asking Jesus why he doesn’t manifest himself to the whole world at the Last Supper, according to some traditions he was killed with Simon while preaching in Persia.  FTP identify this full brother of James the Less who is popularly known as the saint of lost causes.
Answer: Saint Jude
11. The first death in this play occurs when the Second Servant is thrown from a balcony into the sea, and the only on-stage death is that of Clarion, who is shot while hiding from a battle.  This convinces King Basil to surrender to his ill-omened son Segismund, whom he had imprisoned for years before making him king for a day to see whether he was fit to rule or even be set free.  FTP, name this Calderon de la Barca play whose title sentiment is finally an impetus for Segismund to rule wisely, lest his happy fortune disappear.

Answer: Life is a Dream or La Vida Es Sueño
12. First expounded in the 1934’s The Logic of Research, it was originally proposed as a solution for the problem of induction in scientific methodology.  In Two Dogmas of Empiricism, Quine notes that its naïve version can easily be avoided in theories if one makes the requisite “compensatory adjustments” and Thomas Kuhn claimed in The Structure of Scientific Revolutions that scientists will add any number of ad-hoc adjustments to existing theories to protect a paradigm from it.  FTP, name this most famous concept of Karl Popper, essentially the ability of a statement to be proven false by an observation or experiment.


Answer: falsifiability (accept falsification on an early buzz)

13. Hers is the first name in the subtitle of Camille Paglia’s Sexual Personae.  While debates rage whether she was of royal blood, her father was probably an official named Ay.  What is more reliable is that in the twelfth year of her husband’s reign, she either fell from favor or died, and although she bore him six girls, his two sons, including Smenkhare, were probably from his second wife Kiya.  Her face is well known from numerous statues and carvings of the Amarna period, although her mummy has not been found.  FTP, name this Egyptian queen, aunt of Tutankhamun and wife of Akhenaten.

Answer: Nefertiti (or Nefretete)

14. Since their DNA copying does not have any error checking, the probability of random mutation is much higher, leading to diseases such as Kearn-Sayre syndrome.  Its DNA typically consists of five to ten copies, all inherited from the mother, and when they divide these copies are randomly distributed between the offspring.  Some theories hold that its DNA is derived from a single source called “Eve”.  FTP, what are these organelles long ago incorporated into eukaryotic cells to produce energy for them?


Answer: mitochondria
15. His minor works include a choral setting of the hymn Let there be Light, “Song for the Harvest Season,” and the cantata The Celestial Country.  Though not a great student, he managed to absorb Horatio Parker's teachings even though he felt the latter’s music was dull and unmasculine.  For inspiration he turned to his own father, who had founded the Danbury Town Bannd.”  The third of his five symphonies won the Pulitzer and his 114 Songs include some of the same settings as his Three Places in New England.  FTP, identify this American modernist composer and insurance agent who wrote "The Unanswered Question," the Holidays Symphony, and the Concord Sonata.


Answer: Charles Ives
16. A famous study of this phenomenon involved subjects asked to judge the attitudes of speakers giving speeches both for and against the Castro regime.  Subjects continued to rank the tones of pro-Castro speakers as more positive even when learning that speakers had chosen the topic of their speeches by the flip of a coin.  FTP, name this concept from social psychology in which observers attribute more influence to a person’s traits than to environmental factors, also known as the actor/observer bias.


Answer: Fundamental Attribution Error (prompt on actor/observer bias)

17. Hittite warriors raided his shrine in 1590 BCE where people celebrated his festival at the spring equinox.  His cult managed to spread as far as Eridu and he was also important to the Canaanites.  This god of 50 titles rode a chariot drawn by the steeds Slayer, Pitiless, Racer, and Flyer.  With an antitoxin in his head, this deity, whose name literally means "bull calf of the sun," rode to fight his greatest opponent and after emerging victorious fastened of the tablets of destiny on his breast.  FTP, name this son of Ea and consort of Sarpanitu who slew the dragon Tiamat.


Answer: Marduk
18. Late in his career he teamed with August Falck to establish the Intimate Theater Company, for which he wrote a series of “Chamber Plays.”  His autobiographical Confessions of a Fool and The Son of a Servant detail the trial for blasphemy that fiction like Married and The People of Hemso forced him to endure.  Though he wrote historical dramas like Master Olaf, Erik XIV, and the Damascus trilogy he is best known for domestic works including Sir Bengt’s Wife, Comrades, and Dance of Death.  FTP, identify this Swedish author best known for The Father and Miss Julie.


Answer: August Strindberg
19. This reaction produces 640 gigajoules per kilogram of material, and is most important at temperatures below 15 million Kelvin.  The average time required for the first step is, on average, approximately 14 billion years, while the second and third steps take 6 seconds and 1 million years, respectively.  In the Sun, however, 600 million tons of hydrogen are still reacted every second using this mechanism.  FTP, name this set of reactions responsible for producing energy in average-size stars, so named because it starts with the reaction of two hydrogen nuclei.


Answer: proton-proton cycle

20. At the battle of Gettysburg, this man commanded the Union XI Corps and ordered the retreat from McPherson’s Hill on the first day. In 1877, he commanded the United States cavalry pursuing the Nez Perce and eventually forced the surrender of Chief Joseph. But he is best known for his post-Civil War role, when he was selected to head the Freedman’s Bureau.  For ten points, who is this man, namesake of a historically black college founded in 1867 in Washington DC?


Answer: Oliver O. Howard
21. His plan to build himself a temple in which to house his works fell through when the Maharajah of Indore died. Always inspired by animal life his works include Flying Turtle and various versions of The Sea Lions. His later works include the enormous Endless Column and Table of Silence, both of which are on display in Tirgu Jiu’s public garden. His Beginning of the World is representative of his use of fluid, ovoid shapes. Important works in this style include Sleeping Muse and Mademoiselle Pogany.  But he is most famous for a 1912 work made of bronze that was originally named Maiastra. FTP, identify this apprentice of Rodin who created Bird in Space. 


Answer: Constantin Brancusi

22. He was instrumental in getting a civil rights proposal on President Truman’s platform in 1948, and after becoming assistant majority leader of the Senate in 1961, he helped win approval for the nuclear test ban treaty of 1963.  In a brief stint out of public service, he taught at Macalaster College from 1969-70 before being re-elected to the Senate and taking the post of deputy president pro tem, which was created just for him.  FTP, name this man who also served as mayor of Minneapolis, the Vice President under LBJ, who lost the 1968 Presidential election to Nixon.


Answer: Hubert H. Humphrey
23.Its section titled “Cutty Sark” is designed as a fugue counterpointing the rhythms of a pianola with the ramblings of a derelict sailor.  The first section “Ave Maria” opens with Columbus returning to Spain.  “The Harbor Dawn” mimics through its meter the acceleration of a train.  The last section, “Atlantis,” talks of the “bound cable strands” and the “telepathy of wires” the poet sees in Brooklyn.  FTP, name this 1930 poem by Hart Crane.


Answer: The Bridge
24. This novel begins with one narrator leaving Tifis for the mountains.  The central character seduces the girl Bela but abandons her.  Other parts of the novel describe the protagonist through the eyes of his own journal revealed in the chapter ‘Taman’.   The novel’s main character is also described in great detail by his old army buddy Maksim Maksimich.  FTP, what is this novel about Grigory Aleksandrovich Pechorin, a superfluous man created my Mikhail Lermontov?


Answer: A Hero of Our Time or Geroi nashego vremeni 

25. Made a Shinto deity after his death and given the title Hokoku, his beginnings were far humbler as a son of a poor foot soldier.  Despite these origins, he banned social mobility when he rose to power, prohibiting the carrying of weapons by civilians.  On the international front, he is known for his 2 reckless invasions of Korea as he sought Japanese hegemony over all of Asia, a dream that was passed on to him by his old lord, Oda Nobunaga.  However, this dream died with him in 1598.  FTP, name this man who managed to temporarily unite Japan until the coming of the Tokugawa shogunate.


Answer: Toyotomi Hideyoshi
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Bonus Questions

1. Identify the following about poem and its author FTPE:

A. This sonnet is Shakespearean in rhyme scheme, but Petrarchan in terms of form. It begins by noting that God must know what he’s doing to the “little buried mole” and notes that the ultimate effect of his inscrutability is “To make a poet black, and bid him sing!”

Answer: “Yet Do I Marvel”

B. This Harlem Renaissance poet who composed “Yet Do I Marvel” became well known for works like Color, The Black Christ, One Way to Heaven, and On these I Stand.

Answer: Countee Cullen
C. This 1928 work that celebrated the black female was probably written for W.E.B Dubois’ daughter who would become Cullen’s wife.


Answer: Ballad of the Brown Girl
2. The Duke of Marlborough has often been one of the most celebrated generals in England's history.  FTPE, name some of the people, places, and events he took part of.

10) The Duke made his mark in this war that began when King Charles II willed his kingdom to Philip V, which might’ve resulted in a massive imbalance of power.


Answer: War of the Spanish Succession
10) This was perhaps the Duke's greatest victory when he drove the French back across the Rhine and the knocked the Bavarians out of the war when the two tried to take Vienna.


Answer: Battle of Blenheim
10) This man commanded the Austrian forces at Blenheim.  He and the Duke of Marlborough would go on to fight at Oudenarde and Malplaquet.


Answer: Eugene of Savoy (or François-Eugène, Prince of Savoy-Carignan if you must)
3. Name the Platonic dialogues, given descriptions FTPE

10) Socrates teaches a young slave boy that he already understands the Pythagorean Theorem, thus proving Plato’s views about inherent knowledge. 


Answer: Meno
10) While waiting for the beginning of the trial detailed in the Apology, Socrates meets the titular priest, and the two search for an adequate definition of piety. As usual, no definition is found that can satisfy Socrates. 


Answer: Euthyphro
10) Socrates argues with a stranger from Elea over the ideal form of government. In addition to being a justification of the Republic, Plato shows the first use of the diheuretic method present in his later, logical works. 


Answer: The Statesman

4. Answer the following about muscle contraction FTPE.

1. These specific structures propagate the action potential from the sarcolemma down throughout the interior of the muscle fiber.


Answer: Transverse tubule (prompt on tubule)

2. When the action potential reaches the ryanodine receptors on these structures, calcium rushes into the cell from the structures’ terminal cisternae.


Answer: sarcoplasmic reticulum
3. When calcium enters the cell, it binds to troponin, which pulls this protein out of the way to allow actin to bind with myosin.


Answer: tropomyosin
5. Given a brief description of some things they did, name the pope FTPE.

1. He crowned Charlemagne as Holy Roman Emperor in 800 CE.


Answer: Leo III
2. He had four illegitimate children, saw Charles VIII of France invade Italy, and was instrumental in the Treaty of Tordesillas.


Answer: Alexander VI
3. He restored the Papal power since there was no Holy Roman emperor at the time of his election in 1198, although he would later crown Otto IV.  He also ordered the 4th Crusade.


Answer: Innocent III
6. Identify the following about an author and his work FTPE:

A. His short stories were collected in A Tidewater Morning, while This Quiet Dust collects non-fiction, but he remains best known for novels like The Long March, Set this House on Fire, and Sophie’s Choice.

Answer: William Styron
B. The title character of this Styron novel ends up killing friends like Margaret Whitehead and Sarah Moore, as he, Hark, Nelson, and Sam, first turn on the Travis family before spreading terror throughout Southampton, Virginia.

Answer: The Confessions of Nat Turner
C. Essentially about the burial of Peyton Loftis, Helen’s jealousy and Milton’s incestuous desires contribute to the portrayal of an often depraved South in this 1951 novel.


Answer: Lie Down in Darkness
7. Answer the following about random economics stuff FTPE.

1. This classic paradox is explained by the fact that marginal utility, not total utility, is the key determinant of price for a good.


Answer: diamond-water paradox

2. This curve shows the inequality of income within or between countries.  It is created by plotting the cumulative percentage of income against the cumulative percentage of population.


Answer: Lorenz curve

3. This is the fun term for an economic condition characterized by simultaneous inflation, slow growth, and high unemployment.


Answer: stagflation
8. Name these things from linear algebra FTPE.

1. A symmetric matrix A is said to be this if for all possible vectors X, X-transpose times A times X is greater than zero, except X equals zero.

Answer: positive definite
2. Given a symmetric positive definite matrix A, the result of this process is an upper triangular matrix X such that X transpose times X equals A.


Answer: Cholesky decomposition or factorization

3. In a square matrix, this is the sum of the diagonal elements.


Answer: trace
9. Identify these things that all deal with Native Americans in the American West FTPE.

10) A band of Arapahoes and Cheyennes under Black Kettle camped near Fort Lyon near this creek in order to escape retribution from the American army.  However, Colonel Chivington and his drunken band fell upon them anyways and slaughtered 133 people.


Answer: Sand Creek
10) The Paiute named Wovoka revived this dance that inspired visions of white settlers retreating from the Plains and the return of the buffalo.  However, whites saw this as a sign of impending hostilities and the 7th Cavalry was sent in at Wounded Knee.


Answer: Ghost Dance
10) These atrocities led to the passage of this act that tried to "civilize" the Indians by dissolving all tribal ownership of land and giving families 160 acres as well as citizenship.


Answer: Dawes Severalty Act of 1887

10. Name these classics of Chinese literature FTPE.

10) This Qing Dynasty work, penned mostly by Cao Zhan, focuses on the fortunes of the Jia clan, a wealthy family in decline, and the 18th-century aristocratic life.


Answer: Dream of the Red Chamber or Chronicles of the Stone or Story of the Stone or A Dream of Red Mansions or Hong lou meng

10) This story set in the 12th-century Song period describes a group of 108 people forced to the hills who band together to defeat government troops sent against them.


Answer: Outlaws of the Marsh or Water Margin or All Men Are Brothers or Shui hu zhuan
10) Although this novel was published anonymously in 1590, it is traditionally ascribed to Wu Cheng’en. It tells of the Buddhist monk Xuanzang’s pilgrimage to India.


Answer: Journey to the West or Monkey or Monkey King or Xi you ji
11. Name these works by Jan van Eyck from brief descriptions FTPE.

1. This massive work shows the Annunciation, some prophets, and donors when closed, while the inside depicts the Deësis flanked by Adam and Eve on top, and a large crowd in Paradise worshipping the Lamb of God on the bottom.


Answer: Ghent Altarpiece
2. This work shows Mary being crowned by an angel while holding the Christ child in front of the other titular figure, who was a high official in the duchy of Burgundy.  The city of Utrecht is seen in great detail in the background through three archways.


Answer: Madonna of Chancellor Rolin (accept close equivalents)

3. This portrait of a man wearing the titular garment on his head may very well be a self-portrait.


Answer: Man in a Red Turban
12. Identify these things involved in the reign of William III of England, FTP each. 

1. This Parliament, summoned in January 1689, declared that James II had abdicated and that by the Declaration of Right, William and Mary were to rule jointly.


Answer: Convention Parliament

2. In 1692, Alexander MacDonald and some of his clan were massacred in this Scottish town for not swearing their allegiance to William fast enough. 


Answer: Glen Coe 

3. In 1701, this Act provided the rules for succession to the throne, naming Anne heir and opening the way for the Hanoverian succession upon Anne’s death. 


Answer: Act of Settlement  

13. Identify the following poems by Coleridge from quotes 5-5-10-10:

A. At length did cross an albatross/ Through the fog it came;/ As if it had been a Christian soul


Answer: “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

B. It was a miracle of rare device/ A sunny pleasure dome with caves of ice!


Answer: “Kubla Khan”

C. And that simplest lute/ Placed length-ways in the clasping casement, hark!/ How by the desultory breeze caressed


Answer: “The Eolian Harp”

D. Heard only in the trances of the blast/ Or if the secret ministry/ Shall Hang them up in silent icicles,/ Quietly shining to the quiet Moon

Answer: “Frost at Midnight”
14. Identify the following chemical equations that are somewhat similar FTPE.

1. This equation describes the temperature dependence of the equilibrium constant.  It says that the derivative of the equilibrium constant with respect to temperature is equal to delta H over RT.


Answer: van’t Hoff equation

2. This equation describes the effect of temperature on the rate of an equation by saying that rate is equal to a constant A times the exponential of the quantity (negative E sub a over RT).


Answer: Arrhenius equation

3. This equation states that the rate of an enzyme-catalyzed reaction is equal to the product of the maximum rate and substrate concentration divided by the sum of the rate constant and the substrate concentration.


Answer: Michaelis-Menten equation

15. Identify these European thinkers from a brief description FTPE:

A. This socialist and cofounder of the newspaper L’Ordine Nuovo was imprisoned by the fascists. Not surprisingly his magnum opus is called Prison Notebooks and it contains his famous theory of hegemony.

Answer: Antonio Gramsci

B. This German immigrated to the U.S. in 1934 where he wrote such works as An Essay on Liberation, Counterrevolution and Revolt, and the 1964 hit One Dimensional Man.

Answer: Herbert Marcuse
C. This man’s first work The Origin of German Tragic Drama was followed by esoteric philosophical ruminations on literature collected in works like Illuminations, but he is most well known for his essay “Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction.”

Answer: Walter Benjamin
16. You may know that Mini-me likes to hump them, but let’s see what else you know about lasers.  Answer the following FTPE.

1. All or nothing, expand the acronym LASER.


Answer: light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation
2. Some seed photons in the gain medium are needed to get the lasing process started.  This process, akin to spontaneous emission, accomplishes that when an electron falls from an excited state to its ground state, emitting a photon.


Answer: fluorescence
3. In order for stimulated emission to occur, most of the atoms in the gain medium must be in an excited state, a condition known as this.


Answer: population inversion 

17. Identify the following about composer and his works FTPE:

A. This French composer’s important works include the 1838 Requiem, the overture Le Corsaire, the opera Les Troyens, and the Roman Carnival Overture. 

Answer: Hector Berlioz

B: Berlioz wrote this comic opera, inspired by two Shakespearean characters, in 1860 to help him overcome the death of his sister and his second wife.

Answer: Beatrice et Benedict

C: He wrote a sequel, which was called Return to Life and then Lelio,  to this work which premeierd in 1830. It includes sections like “Scene in the Fields” and “Dream of the Witches’ Sabbath” and is certainly his most famous work.

Answer: Symphonie Fantastique

18. Name these novels by Knut Hamsun, FTP each.

1. This novel recounts Thomas Glahn's narrative of his hedonistic life and adventures in the Norwegian woods.


Answer: Pan
2. This 1890 novel details the narrator’s life as a starving writer in Christiana. 


Answer: Hunger or Sult 

3. This 1917 novel about the farmer Isak is mentioned in the citation for his Nobel Prize.


Answer: The Growth of the Soil or Markens grøde
19. Identify the river from its source FTPE, or for five each if you need the outflow as well.

1. (10) Confluence of Murat Nehri and Kara Su Rivers

      (5) Shatt-al-Arab


Answer: Euphrates
2. (10) Valdai Hills in Russia

      (5) Black Sea


Answer: Dneiper
3. (10) Confluence of Lewes and Pelly Rivers

      (5)  Bering Sea


Answer: Yukon
20. Given the Hindu deity and a description of their consort, name their consort FTPE.

10) Vishnu.  She is the goddess of luck and good fortune.


Answer: Lakshmi
10) Shiva.  This goddess was known as the lady of the mountain.


Answer: Parvati
10) Brahma.  The goddess of learning, knowledge and wisdom, she is generally depicted holding a book while playing the lute.


Answer: Saraswati
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