Tyrone Slothrop Literature Singles: Putting the Werke in Mittelwerke
Written by Tommy Casalaspi

Round 9

1. One character in this work orders another to cut down the Great Tree of the family estate which will pass to her son, Groby.  The protagonist of this work refuses leave to a Canadian soldier who he knows will be killed by his wife’s lover if he returns and is reprimanded for getting his uniform dirty after digging himself and another man out after being covered in dirt by an explosion.  Edith Ethel Duchemin marries the protagonist’s money-borrowing friend Macmaster, and after the protagonist returns from war, he finds his brother Mark paralyzed by a stroke.  In the end, the protagonist unites with Valentine Wannop as his wife Sylvia leaves him for General Campion.  Following Christopher Tietjens and including the novels Some Do Not…, A Man Could Stand Up, and The Last Post, FTP, name this tetralogy by Ford Madox Ford.
ANSWER: Parade’s End
2. One character in this play declares that Asians are bright yellow, leading others to question whether the Asians they know are real or not.  Another character states that it is in a cat’s nature to catch mice even if it has no paws after asserting that Socrates was a cat as evidenced by his mortality, foreshadowing the death of another character’s pet.  The protagonist comments that the decision to build a wooden staircase must have angered Mr. Papillon, and Botard is criticized for arguing using clichés by Dudard.  Dudard’s departure leaves the protagonist alone with Daisy, and they subsequently hear loud trumpeting when they pick up the phone and turn on the radio.  FTP, name this play in which Berenger refuses to change like the rest of the characters, a work of Eugene Ionesco.

ANSWER: Rhinoceros
3. This poem mentions a marble fountain which produces the perpetual sound of splashing water drops and states that “the sliding of the water / Seems the stroking of a dear / Hand upon her”.  One character in this poem is described as a “heavy-booted lover” whose coat buttons bruise the body of his beloved as he embraces her, and this poem makes repeated mention of squills, daffodils, and the narrator’s “stiff, brocaded gown”.  The narrator states “In a month he would have been my husband” after relating how she received a message stating that Lord Hartwell had been killed in combat, and this poem concludes by asking “Christ! What are [the titular entities] for?”  Appearing in the collection Men, Women, and Ghosts, FTP, name this poem by Amy Lowell.
ANSWER: Patterns
4. One of this author’s poems concludes “In the twilight, smoke from a fire cooking supper / rises from only very few houses” and describes figures who “lovingly share a drink” and whose “words ‘please, could you give’ are scarcely audible”.  In addition to Beggars: Husband and Wife, this man states “I keep you there / on the horizon of my heart” in a poem which declares the titular object “of no return departs” and “travels between you and me”, and in another poem he asserts “We can’t sink into our graves yet” and repeats the line “We are alive / as the snow flurries”.  One novel by this author traces fifty-three encounters between gurus in the form of people, animals, and supernatural creatures and a monk who attains bodhisattva status, Sudhana.  Those aforementioned poems, A Boat and Today, appear in a collection whose title poem reads “Wake up / understanding is a joy / There can be no sadness / said the rainy road / when I looked out after three drinks” at the titular location.  FTP, name this author of Little Pilgrim, Ten Thousand Lives, and The Three Way Tavern, a noted poet from South Korea.

ANSWER: Ko Un
5. One character in this work is told by her mother that her appearance alone guarantees her success as an actress and holds out for higher pay from the rich neighborhood family which employs her after they send her out for firewood in the middle of the night.  The false testimony of the landlady for the one-eyed Motes is used by Justice von Wehrhahn, who is preoccupied with convicting Doctor Fleischer of slander against him.  Leontine is rehired when Kruger apologizes, unaware that the central family receives a payoff of ninety-nine crowns after stealing from him.  In the end, the contraband-shipping boatman Wulkow walks free and Frau Wolff is commended for her honor.  FTP, name this comedy in which the titular article of clothing is not found, a work of Gerhart Hauptmann.
ANSWER: The Beaver Coat or Der Biberpelz
6. After having his clothes stolen, this character dons a purple bedsheet and climbs a tree in pursuit of the thief, only to find that the tree’s trunk had been sawed in preparation for him.  In one scene, this character is given a zoot suit at a party which is interrupted by the intrusion of a Sherman Tank which is stopped when he wrestles the driver out of the vehicle.  This character gains heroic status by delivering a kilogram of hashish in an event known as the Potsdam Pickup, and he is brought to a tremendous orgasm during sexual intercourse with a girl who sings “On the Good Ship Lollipop”.  In another scene, this character hallucinates escaping a gang of black men who try to shove cream up his asshole by crawling down a toilet, a plan which goes awry when the toilet is flushed while he is in the pipes.  FTP, name this character who dons a helmet and green cape to assume the guise of Raketemensch, or Rocketman.
ANSWER: Tyrone Slothrop
7. While traveling in Italy, the protagonist of this work kisses a carriage driver and fruitlessly searches for him afterwards, and in another scene, the protagonist takes another character to collect eels from the basin of a drained pond.  The protagonist of this work goes poaching with Alcide, a member of a group of incestuous farm workers called Heurtevents.  This novel’s narration is framed in a letter from the protagonist’s friend attempting to secure him a government position.  The Arab boy Moktir is among the romantic interests of the protagonist, whose wife suffers a miscarriage while he is spending the night with Menalque.  The protagonist hides his bloody handkerchief from his wife to conceal his tuberculosis, the same disease which later kills Marceline as he forces her to travel.  FTP, name this novel following the title character Michel written by Andre Gide.
ANSWER: The Immoralist or L’Immoraliste
8. One character in this work relates a story about an orgy taking place in a pool on a moonless night and invites another character to come to one because the girls will not care what he looks like.  The protagonist of this work is unnerved by his lover Renee’s discussion of his penis, and he refuses to consult a doctor when his marriage with Helga does not produce any children.  The protagonist is reassigned after advocating the assassination of Ngo Dinh Diem, and later he is arrested for espionage after it is revealed that his lover is passing diplomatic secrets to the Chinese government and, more surprisingly, that she is a man.  FTP, name this play about the relationship between Gallimard and the opera singer Song Liling written by David Henry Hwang.
ANSWER: M. Butterfly
9. In one scene in this work, the decapitated corpse of an enemy commander who attempted to retreat is hung from a bush and the roadsides are lined with heads of enemy soldiers.  That event follows the defeat of a brutal commander who force marches his troops all the way to the battlefield and attacks immediately before being shot down in a cavalry charge.  A small force under Lieutenant Manuel de Silva is summoned by the magistrate of Joazeiro and is easily routed, followed by the destruction of a formal contingent led by Major Febronio de Brito.  After Marshal Carlos Machado de Bittencourt improves the efficiency of the government supply lines, the army under General Guimaraes begins to deal heavy damage to the jaguncos, and in the end, Canudos is captured and every defender is killed.  FTP, name this novel in which the religious fanatic Antonio Conselheiro leads the titular uprising, a work of Euclides da Cunha.
ANSWER: Rebellion in the Backlands or Os Sertoes
10. In this work, one group of characters is alarmed to find a log used to cross a river is missing as they travel from their winter home to their summer home.  One character in this work cannot explain to the others the smell of smoke coming from a nearby island, and that character utilizes his strong sense of smell again in detecting the poison on barbed arrows.  After feeding fungus to Tanakil, Liku is sacrificed to promote a good hunt, and Vivani takes the New One as her own child, causing her to be distrusted by Tuami.  After Fa disappears, Lok curls up on Mal’s grave to die alone.  FTP, name this novel depicting the destruction of a tribe of Neanderthals by homo sapiens written by William Golding.

ANSWER: The Inheritors
11. This play concludes with one character shouting for champagne over the voices of a couple whose argument causes that character to exclaim “Now, domestic bliss is off to a running start!”  Another character in this play leaves the stage complaining of heart pains and later faints, causing another character to declare him dead when he won’t drink from a glass of water.  An argument over whether Dasher or Splasher is a better hunting dog continues to delay the titular event after an earlier fight over which family is the rightful owner of Bullock Fields.  FTP, name this “Joke in One Act” in which Chubukov sees his daughter eventually consent to marry their neighbor Lomov, a work of Anton Chekhov.
ANSWER: The Proposal or A Marriage Proposal or Predlozhenie
12. In one work by this author, Pascual, the scheming husband of Lulu, steals the property of her father Procopio, causing him to have a fatal heart attack.  In addition to that novel about the Vasquez Prado family, this author wrote a novel in which General Malacara is used to gain passes from a leading political figure by Marta Reyes Tellez.  In another, controversy over Whitey Margarito’s whipping of a starving villager causes the prostitute La Pintada to stab Camila.  That novel also sees Luis Cervantes join the rebels of the Indian Demetrio Macias before they crushed following the defeat of Pancho Villa.  FTP, name this Mexican author of The Trials of a Respectable Family, The Flies, and The Underdogs.
ANSWER: Mariano Azuela
13. One poem titled after this subject asks its addressee if it can “hear the bleak winds loudly blow / Or the hoarse death-boding owl / Or village mastiff’s wakeful howl” and begins “Thou, that at deep dead of night / Walk’st forth beneath the pale moon’s light”.  In addition to that poem by Joseph Warton, another poem titled after this subject describes a man “Whose trees in summer yield him shade / In winter fire” and “Whose flocks supply him with attire”.  That poem begins “Happy the man, whose wish and care / A few paternal acres bound” and states “Thus let me live, unseen, unknown / Thus unlamented let me die”.  FTP, name this subject of an ode by Alexander Pope.
ANSWER: Solitude [If someone gives Ode on Solitude or Ode to Solitude, just accept it]
14. In one work of this author, one character travels to India in search of his wife’s reincarnation and another character is haunted by memories of eating human flesh to survive the war.  In another, Gaston Bonaparte dies after being kidnapped while preventing a gangster from killing his intended victim.  In addition to Deep River and Wonderful Fool, Lord Ishida sends the protagonist as an envoy to New Spain in another work by this man.  In addition to that novel about Rokuemon Hasekura, his other novels include one in which the cruel scientific stance taken on treatment given to terminal cancer patients like Aiko by Eiichi shocks Eiichi’s father Ozu and one in which Ferreira forces Sebastian Rodrigues to trample on the fumie, an engraving of the Virgin Mary.  FTP, name this Japanese author of The Samurai, When I Whistle, and Silence.
ANSWER: Shusaku Endo or Paul Endo
15. This poet stated that “my mother will bear arms / and urge me to topple a government” in a poem beginning “For each hair on man, there is / a ledger in which the account / will be written”.  In addition to writing On Being Told of Torture, in one poem, this man stated that “the drink offering has dried up in the harmattan” and “the yam feast has been eaten by mice” after relating how “the gods are crying, my father’s gods are crying” and proclaiming “Christ has risen!”  The title poem of one of his collections asks “Sew the old days for us, our fathers / That we can wear them under our new garment”, while the title poem of another collection declares “this dreary half life is over / our dream will be born at noon”.  This poet of Easter Dawn also authored the novel This Earth, My Brother, and his major collections of verse are The House by the Sea, Night of My Blood, and Rediscovery and Other Poems.  FTP, name this poet from Ghana.
ANSWER: Kofi Awoonor
16. Stage directions in this play instruct one character to “contemptuously” speak his mocking line “Yes…literature, literature”, and another character in this play laments “How can we understand each other if the words I use have the sense and value that I expect them to have, but whoever is listening to me inevitably thinks that those same words have a different sense and value?”  Various hats, coats, and scarves are collected and hung on some racks for the purpose of attracting one character who is never satisfied with another character’s sewing.  One character in this work instructs her mother to “Scream, as you screamed then!” as she embraces a man who is buying her as a prostitute, and another character drowns in a garden fountain shortly before the boy staring at her shoots himself.  Beginning with the Stage Hand hammering in nails, FTP, name this play featuring Madame Pace, the Father, and the Stepdaughter, a work of Luigi Pirandello.

ANSWER: Six Characters in Search of an Author or Sei personaggi in cerca d'autore
17. One character in this play claims that he would sooner lose his right hand than dismiss another character from his service unless that character petitioned him to do so.  The first argument in this play occurs between Alcander and Pisaro, representative friends of the two male leads who later engage in a sword fight when one of them pretends to leave town and discovers the other with his bride.  In the first scene, one character is promoted to replace Orgilius, the father of his betrothed.  After declaring that she will not share her husband’s bed, Erminia is permitted to marry Prince Philander and Princess Galatea reveals her secret love for General Alcippus.  FTP, name this play by Aphra Behn.
ANSWER: The Forced Marriage: Or, The Jealous Bridegroom
18. One author of this surname wrote the prose works Dialogues of the Gods and Confessions in Elysium, the satirical novel The Abderiten, and an epic poem in which Huon is shipwrecked and Titania quarrels with the titular king of the fairies.  In addition to that German poet of Oberon, Christoph Martin, a novel of this name features the ventriloquist Carwin, who pranks several central characters, and a series of murders by a man who is acting on his hallucinations of the voice of God commanding him.  That novel sees the protagonist relate the story of her father’s spontaneous combustion and Catharine Pleyel’s murder by her husband Theodore.  FTP, name this surname which titles a novel subtitled “The Transformation” written by Charles Brockden Brown.
ANSWER: Wieland
19. At the age of twelve, the protagonist of this work farts beside his friend’s coffin to show his indifference, and he also recalls an incident from childhood in which he and his cousin Gene killed a boy in a gang fight and were simply forgiven by his Aunt Caroline, who gave them rye bread.  The protagonist’s father dies from withdrawal after giving up alcohol, and the protagonist befriends a man who renounces both of the men who are possibly his father, Roy Hamilton.  The protagonist’s lover Valeska commits suicide after their brief affair while he works hiring and firing crazed messengers along with the clerks Kronski and Hymie at the Cosmodemonic Telegraph Company.  The protagonist declares his wish to become a hermaphrodite after relating his fantasies about the Dark Lady, Mara, a reworking from an earlier novel of the narrator’s unseen wife Mona.  FTP, name this sequel to Tropic of Cancer written by Henry Miller.
ANSWER: Tropic of Capricorn
20. Near the end of this work, the protagonist becomes ill and repeatedly dreams of the ghosts of family members.  The protagonist of this work is acclaimed for killing a hyena that attacks a village girl and is visited by a snake while bathing in a river.  The slaying of a madman earns the protagonist the favor of Dingiswayo, whose daughter Noliwa he marries, though when he is instructed to make medicine from the blood of his son and wife, he kills both of them.  He defeats both Zwide and his father’s heir Mfokanzana with the aid of the evil pair Ndlebe and Malunga, who are agents of the sorcerer Isanusi, but after killing his own mother Nandi, he is stabbed to death by his own soldiers.  FTP, name this novel by Thomas Mofolo depicting a prominent Zulu ruler.
ANSWER: Chaka
