Tyrone Slothrop Literature Singles: Putting the Werke in Mittelwerke

Written by Tommy Casalaspi

Round 6

1. One character in this work calls his companion a philosopher after he kisses an executioner on both cheeks and relates the story of how Socrates courteously accepted the cup of hemlock.  Another character has a brother who died in the 1755 Lisbon earthquake after leaving the Carmelites.  That character tells an extremely detailed tale of how he was wounded in knee and is disconcerted when his new horse repeatedly leads him to gibbets.  An innkeeper’s wife tells the story of Madame de La Pommeraye’s failed plot for revenge on the Marquis des Arcis.  Concluding with the title character’s release from jail after his master kills a man in a duel, FTP, name this novel by Denis Diderot.
ANSWER: Jacques the Fatalist and his Master or Jacques le Fataliste et Son Maitre

2. In this work, a portrait of one character’s grandfather sighs and removes itself from its frame, and three drops of blood falling from the nose of a statue is taken as a sign that two characters should not marry.  A birthmark revealing one character to be the son of the priest is discovered shortly before an execution which is interrupted by the arrival of the Knight of the Gigantic Saber.  The grandson of Ricardo accidentally stabs his daughter Matilda in the chapel, and the action of this novel begins when Conrad is crushed by a giant helmet.  In the end, the giant Prince Alfonso reveals that Theodore is the true heir, allowing him to marry Isabella and forcing Manfred to abdicate.  FTP, name this Gothic novel by Horace Walpole.
ANSWER: The Castle of Otranto
3. Characters created by this author include one who has his life story told in a series of flashbacks as he walks from his car to his old apartment and back and an underwater tunnel worker who survives a cave-in named McGlathery.  In one novel, Etta returns home after the suicide of her brother Stewart and stroke of her mother Benecia to find that her father believes he has betrayed his Quaker faith.  In addition to that novel about Solon Barnes, those aforementioned stories, The Old Neighborhood and St. Columba and the River, were contained in the collection Chains.  The protagonist is fired in the midst of his affair with Suzanne Dale in his novel about the artist Eugene Witla, and the protagonist of another novel receives a confession of love from Lester Kane on his deathbed.  This author’s other works include a trilogy about a man who has an affair with Berenice Fleming and fails to bribe the city council into passing his bill establishing a transportation commission in Chicago, Frank Cowperwood.  Other novels by this author include one about a lover of Charles Drouet and George Hurstwood and one about a man who causes Roberta Alden to drown when he hits her with his camera.  FTP, name this American novelist of The Bulwark, Jennie Gerhardt, The Titan, and An American Tragedy.
ANSWER: Theodore Dreiser
4. The protagonist of this work quotes the poem “Suggest to your lord, attendants, that he wear his hat” upon a visit to a pine grove, and one character in this work relates a story about farmers who, upset about people destroying their grain, shoved the Fern-print Rock off of the mountain on which it stood.  A group of characters in this work decorate their hats with deutzia flowers in order to “adjust their dress” on a special occasion, and one character gives the protagonist and his friend pairs of straw sandals as a farewell gift, prompting the protagonist to write the line “Let us bind sweet-flags to our feet”.  At the beginning of this work, one character puts on a black robe and shaves his head before departing with the protagonist, and that character later writes “what foods do worshippers eat at Kisakata?”  FTP, name this travelogue containing a large number of haiku, a work of Matsuo Basho.

ANSWER: The Narrow Road of the Interior or The Narrow Road to the Interior or The Narrow Road of the Deep North or The Narrow Road to the Deep North or Oko no Hosmichi
5. In one scene in this play, one character enters a room and immediately notes that someone has taken his specially made cheese roll, prompting another character to admit to it but refuse to apologize because he took it deliberately.  One character in this play offers another a glass of water with sexual implications, but then drinks it and claims she was just thirsty, and another character falls unconscious after relating how two passengers in his cab had sexual intercourse.  In this play, Joey is a boxer, Lenny is a pimp, and Max is a retired butcher and the family patriarch.  Multiple family members are affected by their desire for Teddy’s wife Ruth, a former model.  FTP, name this play which features an unannounced arrival in the central household, a work of Harold Pinter.
ANSWER: The Homecoming
6. The protagonist of this work flees his home after accidentally shooting his uncle and later continually listens to a tape recording played by Padilla.  The protagonist’s first love Regina is hanged by revolutionary troops, and his only childhood friend is the mulatto servant Lunero.  The protagonist’s son Lorenzo dies fighting in the Spanish Civil War, for which he is blamed by his wife Catalina, whom he meets after visiting her father to inform him of how his son, the idealist Gonzalo Bernal, is killed by a Villista firing squad.  The protagonist economically ruins his neighbors at Perales in order to seize their land and later refuses to tell his family where he has put his will.  FTP, name this novel in which the titular tycoon reflects on the moral corruption of his life while lying on his deathbed, a work of Carlos Fuentes.
ANSWER: The Death of Artemio Cruz or La Muerte de Artemio Cruz
7. One character in this work is an enchantress who turns fifty soldiers into fish and imprisons them in her castle, though she is later seduced by the man who rescues them.  Sophronia and Olindo are both condemned to be burned at the stake for stealing a statue, and another character is ordered to deliver the sword of the Prince of Denmark to a character who is banished for killing Gernando in a joust.  Erminia steals one character’s armor in order to attend a wounded enemy, and one army in this work is repeatedly defeated after offending Argantes.  After one character sets fire to a siege tower, she is killed by an enemy soldier who is in love with her.  Featuring the combat of Tancred and Clorinda outside the walls of the titular city, FTP, name this epic poem written by Torquato Tasso.
ANSWER: Jerusalem Delivered or Gerusalemme Liberata
8. One poem in this collection counts “lightfoot boys” and “rose-lipt girls” among the golden friends for whom the poet mourns, and another poem describes a flower which “has not long to stay / And dies on Easter day”.  Another poem details the narrator’s wish to enlist in the army after his lover tells him to “go where you are wanted, for you are not wanted here”.  In addition to The Lent Lily and The New Mistress, this collection includes a poem which states “And while the sun and moon endure / Luck’s a chance, but trouble’s sure” and instructs its addressee to “Look into the pewter pot / To see the world as the world’s not”.  Another poem in this collection comments that “early though the laurel grows / It withers quicker than the rose” and begins “The time you won your town the race / We chaired you through the market-place”.  FTP, name this poetry collection including Terence, This is Stupid Stuff and To an Athlete Dying Young, a work of A. E. Housman.
ANSWER: A Shropshire Lad
9. The central figure of this poem has uses an “imperious gesture” to fling down one of the central images which is then stamped on by “small firm feet”.  The analogy of how a “lighted match…sends out brilliant flickering tongues to every side” is used to describe the “hasty, heated rhythms” of a figure who “With a fierce glance…sets her hair alight”.  That figure has arms which “appear like serpents striking” and “fans her dress into passionate flames”.  Describing the title character performing the flamenco, FTP, name this poem by Rainer Maria Rilke.

ANSWER: Spanish Dancer or Spanische Tanzerin
10. In one work by this author, many characters chop down trees as the Song of the Dark narrates the creation of the world as sung by the Old Singer.  In another of his works, over the course of ten years, the Carpenter and the Old Man with Glasses stay in the company which the Silent Man leaves early.  The narrator travels with the French woman Sylvie after being abandoned by Margarethe in another novel by this author.  The author of Wild Man, The Bus Stop, and One Man’s Bible, FTP, name this author of a novel narrated by “I”, “you”, “he”, and “she” as they travel to the title location, Soul Mountain. 

ANSWER: Gao Xingjian
11. In one work of this author, Martha Foote works at the Senate Hotel, where the actress Geisha McCoy becomes hysterical out of fear for her son fighting overseas.  That story, The Three of Them, was collected along with Shore Leave and The Tough Guy in her collection Cheerful by Request.  The protagonist makes an effort to include her Indian daughter-in-law at social events in her novel about Sabra Cravat, and Luz is the domineering sister of Bick Benedict in her novel following Leslie Lynnton.  In addition to Cimarron and Giant, Roelf Pool disappoints Dirk when he hangs out with Dallas O’Mara and Selina in her novel about the Dejong family.  Writing about Captain Andy and Parthenia Hawkes in another work, FTP, name this member of the Algonquin Round Table and author of So Big and Show Boat.
ANSWER: Edna Ferber
12. In one of this man’s works, a servant takes up the role of a reincarnation of Nostradamus after usurping the position of the title character by convincing him that he himself is dead.  In addition to that work in which Dr. Godspeak is overthrown by Alaba, he wrote a work in which the protagonist’s wife is seduced by his twin brother and his farm is destroyed by a flood, leading him to confront the Priest of the Serpent.  This author of Requiem for a Futurologist who wrote about the Kadiye and Igwezu in The Swamp Dwellers wrote a work in which Segi and Daodu lead a rebellion against the titular president, as well as one in which a village chief feigns impotence in order to seduce a village girl as she celebrates with his wife Sadiku.  FTP, name this playwright of Kongi’s Harvest who wrote of the schoolteacher Lakunle’s delusional love for Sidi in The Lion and the Jewel.

ANSWER: Wole Soyinka
13. In one scene in this play, the invocation of the queen’s name causes all of the characters onstage to drop their swords, and in another scene, one character comes on stage, sits down, shakes his head, gets up, and goes off stage.  Early on, a French musician and Italian musician have a conversation with one of the central characters in which no one understands each other, and a later scene sees Beefeater kill Whiskerandos in a duel.  In the first act, one character identifies himself as a “practitioner in panegyric” and the central household receives a visit from Sir Fretful Plagiary.  FTP, name this play in which Mr. Sneer and Mr. Dangle view a rehearsal of a tragedy by Mr. Puff, a work of Richard Sheridan.
ANSWER: The Critic
14. In one of this author’s works, a peasant accidentally sells a clay statue to an American tourist, a storyteller lights a lamp to signal to the villagers when he has prepared a story but eventually loses his memory and spends the rest of his life in silence.  In one novel by this author, Ravi partially causes the failure of a film created by the title character Sampath, who befriends the editor of The Banner, Srinivas.  Other novels by this author of Under the Banyan Tree include one in which a manager of a family planning clinic, Daisy, is the object of affection of Raman, and one in which the dancer Rosie has a brief affair with Railway Rajan.  FTP, name this Indian author of The Printer of Malgudi, The Painter of Signs, and The Guide.
ANSWER: R. K. Narayan
15. In one work by this author, the protagonist dies after being beaten by the watchman Stach for trying to steal a violin, and in another, the protagonist uses his affairs with Mrs. Davis and Klara Hilst to arouse the jealousy of Anielka.  In addition to Janko the Musician and that novel written as the diary of Leon Ploszowski, Without Dogma, he wrote a novel in which Tugai Bey is convinced by Hmelnitski not to execute Pan Yan Skshetuski set during the rebellion of the Cossack Brotherhood of the Saitch.  In another novel by this author, Petronius bleeds to death, Nero is stabbed by a slave, and Vinicius and Lygia escape to Sicily.  FTP, name this Polish novelist of With Fire and Sword and Quo Vadis.
ANSWER: Henryk Sienkiewicz
16. This man’s works for theatre include one about a conqueror who is betrayed by the Princess of Burgundy and one about the Spanish inquisitor Munebraga.  A schedule is created which sets aside three days a week for repentance by a man who writes The Testament of Compulsory Salvation, Vicar Dooley, in a work in which Campbell pursues the entertainer Didi.  This author of the plays Attila and The Fires of Saint Dominic also wrote a work in which the Day of Unanimity sees the reelection of the Benefactor of the One State and a plot to take over the Integral results in the lobotomy of D-503.  FTP, name this Russian author of The Islanders and a novel which Ayn Rand “borrowed” some ideas from, We.

ANSWER: Yevgeny Zamyatin
17. The narrator of this work is disappointed when his Chinese creeper is infested with worms, and after he and his horse eat apples which taste like ground, he decides that he is not in fairy land yet.  The narrator claims that the reason another character does not believe that the sun gilds her house is that she is inside it when it does.  The dog Tray is an imaginary pet seen in a shadow, and one character’s mysterious brother is out all day and only comes home to sleep.  That character points to the narrator’s house, claims that someone happy must live there, and expresses the wish to one day travel there, but the narrator does not reveal that it is his house and he visited hers after viewing it repeatedly from the titular structure.  FTP, name this short story which titles a collection containing The Lightning-Rod Man and The Bell-Tower, a work of Herman Melville.
ANSWER: The Piazza
18. Two characters in this work are scattered with swords while Chispa sings a bawdy song when they attempt to seduce another character by serenading her, and one character in this work feigns a fight with his superior as a pretense for fleeing to the attic of a house.  Another character in this work is romanced by the awkward Nuno and Don Mendo, and her brother Juan is jailed for fighting with a superior after he rapes her.  A battle between Don Lope’s soldiers and villagers is prevented with the arrival of Philip II.  In the end, it is decided that Isabel will become a nun, and Don Alvaro is strangled in jail.  FTP, name this play in which Pedro Crespo is elected to the titular position, a work of Pedro Calderon de la Barca.
ANSWER: The Mayor of Zalamea or El Alcalde de Zalamea
19. In one poem by this author, the narrator reaches out in the night to find her lover gone and cold as dew, and that poem begins with the lines “Love, if I weep it will not matter / And if you laugh I shall not care”.  Another poem states “My soul is all but out of me” and tells the addressee “I cannot hold thee close enough”.  In addition to The Dream and God’s World, she wrote a poem which the narrator wakes to find his mother “Looking nineteen / And not a day older” and frozen dead and relates the creation of clothes for a king’s son.  Another poem by this author states “Safe upon the rock the ugly houses stand / Come and see my shining palace built upon the sand”.  FTP, name this poet of The Ballad of the Harp-Weaver and Renascence who wrote of a candle that burns at both ends in the opening poem of A Few Figs from Thistles.
ANSWER: Edna St. Vincent Millay
20. In one poem by this man, Golconda’s ruler and pearls of Ormuz are among the dreams of a Princess who is guarded by a hundred Negroes with a hundred lances, and in another, a sailor who has witnessed the typhoons of the China sea is accompanied by a cricket in his guitar playing.  In addition to Sonatina and that poem which begins by describing the sea as a vast silvered mirror, this poet addresses a figure that can only be reached by other men through the Bible or Walt Whitman’s poetry and asserts “You are the United States”.  Those aforementioned poems are entitled Symphony in Grey Major and To Roosevelt.  FTP, name this poet of Prosas Profanas and Azul, a founder of Modernismo and native of Nicaragua.
ANSWER: Ruben Dario
