1. One of this author’s novels sees Steve and Ada try to fulfill Yeats’ “Sailing to Byzantium” while working at a Seattle virtual reality complex, while another describes Marian Anderson’s performance at the Lincoln Memorial. Another features a protagonist named for himself who uses an English Comprehensive Exam as a Turing Test for the AI Helen; that work references early novels like Prisoner’s Dilemma and The Goldbug Variations. Following Plowing the Dark and The Time of Our Singing, his most recent novel, set against the crane migration on the Platte River, sees the (*) neurologist Weber try to heal the Capgras Syndrome set on by Mark Schluter’s truck accident. For 10 points, name this contemporary American novelist of Galatea 2.2 and The Echo Maker. 
ANSWER: Richard Powers
2. During a dialogue-free scene in this book, a man holds up a tape recorder to a singing red bird, plays back the birdsong, then repeats the process with an airplane passing overhead. Near the start of this work, that same man receives a note proclaiming “I sat across from you for SIX MONTHS and you never ONCE noticed me!,” answers his one hundredth phone call from his mother of the day, and notices a figure dressed as a superhero commit suicide by jumping off a building. A diagram pointing to two entries in a yearbook titled "high school 1964" and an image of the Oswaga County Adoption Services building explains why the protagonist’s adopted sister is black, and that protagonist later commits a faux pas by hitting on said sister during a Thanksgiving visit. The main narrative, about a reunion in small-town Michigan with the title character’s long-lost (*) father, is interwoven with flashbacks to the protagonist’s grandfather being abandoned at the Chicago World’s Fair. For 10 points, name this graphic novel, originally serialized in the Acme Novelty Library by Chris Ware, whose title refers to the protagonist’s childhood fantasies of superiority.
ANSWER: Jimmy Corrigan, the Smartest Kid on Earth
3. This poem's puzzling word holmwudu has been explained by analogy to the Pange Lingua of Venantius Fortunatus, or as an oblique reference to the placement of paradise in Genesis. Its complete text is preserved, along with the Andreas, in the Vercelli Book, but an earlier date is suggested by the runic version preserved on a vine-scroll on the west face of a sculpture at (*) Ruthwell in Dumfriesshire. The line "our enemies began to fell us" is one of several images evoking the fate of a contemporary war-band, like the "gaping gashes of malice" endured by the title object, a wondrous "tree of victory" which held "felons on high" before "all creation wept" as it "bore aloft the mighty King." For 10 points, name this Anglo-Saxon poem, which describes "the best of dreams" as a vision of the Cross. 
ANSWER: The Dream of the Rood
4. In the first section of this work, the title character is disappointed at the condition of the city that he arrives to and he meets several unique characters including Nehemiah, who later hallucinates and drowns, and an optimistic Anglican priest named Derwent, with which the title character travels to Mount Quarantania. However, the most significant companion of the protagonist is Ruth, a young Jewish woman with whom the titular young American theology student falls in love. However, in the conclusion, the title character unfortunately returns from the (*) Middle East on Ash Wednesday to find her dead. Over eighteen thousand lines long and divided into four parts called “Jerusalem”, “The Wilderness”, “Mar Saba”, and “Bethlehem”, it ends with the line “Emerge thou mayst from the last whelming sea / And prove that death but routs life into victory”. This is, for 10 points, what epic poem subtitled A Poem and Pilgrimage in the Holy Land, a late philosophical work by Herman Melville? 
ANSWER: Clarel
5. This figure’s question “What do men mean by happiness?” was answered “Death after a life of least pain and greatest pleasure” by one of his contemporaries, according to a section of the Mouseion by Alcidamas in which he wins an agon against that contemporary. One work usually ascribed to this man contains a description of “a city of men with goodly towers” guarded by “seven gates of gold”. The title object of that poem by this man was described as “shimmer[ing] with enamel and white ivory and electrum” and containing “zones of cyanus”, and was used in its holder’s (*) fight against a son of Ares named Cycnus. This author also wrote a long poem containing the fable of the hawk and the nightingale and some complaints about the many lawsuits leveled by his brother Perses as well as a description of the Five Ages of Man. For 10 points, identify this author of The Shield of Herakles and Works and Days who described the origins of the gods in his Theogony. 
ANSWER: Hesiod
6. In one of this man's plays, the protagonist desires to "die differently, effortlessly, like a falling star, like a note fading away, kissing itself to death" and flirts with the prostitute Marion, who compares herself to a sea swallowing all men.  That play's protagonist repeatedly claims that to know people we must crack their skulls open and that play opens with him telling his wife Julie that humans are "pachyderms" whose "coarse hide rubs against the other." This author wrote of a character taken in by Christoph Kaufman and Johann Friedrich Oberlin in his short story (*) "Lenz." In another of his plays, a horse urinating onstage prompts a doctor to point out "nature, unideal nature"; that play's title character is a friend of Andres who drowns himself attempting to get rid of the knife he had used to kill his mistress Marie for her affair with the Drum Major. For 10 points, name this German playwright, the author of Danton's Death and Woyzzeck. 
ANSWER: Karl Georg Büchner
7. In the chapter of this work called “Rampart”, the protagonist sees a mysterious cloud of smoke hovering over the seashore after escaping a watchtower in which he had been trapped by a herd of intelligent animals. After spending a summer watching the Happicuppa riots, its protagonist lives with Bernice, who repeatedly burns his clothing, while attending Martha Graham Academy. That protagonist, who repeatedly remembers watching videos of Alex the parrot, finds a passage in the 1957 Encyclopedia Britannica in which Matthew of Edessa refers to the Pechenegs as “wicked blood-drinking beasts”, giving him an edge in Barbarian Stomp, and later plays Blood and Roses with one of the title characters, who takes his nickname while playing Extinctathon. Those two characters later discover the other title character on the child porn site HottTotts. The second title character is hired by (*) RejoovenEsense, where he hides the JUVE virus in BlyssPluss pills while working in the Paradice compound, paving the way for earth to be taken over by a race he engineered, known as his namesake “Children”. For 10 points, identify this postapocalyptic novel in which Jimmy, or Snowman, seems to be the last human on earth, a novel by Margaret Atwood. 
ANSWER: Oryx and Crake 
8. This poem mentions a figure who "needs nothing but deep space, forgets the golden centre" and "plucks on his strings to pluck abysmal glory" while "serenely gazing at the violet abyss." Another figure in this poem claims "I am the spouse, divested of bright gold,/The spouse beyond emerald or amethyst", to which Ozymandias responds "the bride is never naked." Besides "the angel in his clouds" and Nanzia Nunzio, this poem speaks of "Weather by Frans Hals/Brushed up by brushy winds in brushy clouds" and its second section contrasts "the wild orange trees" which "continued to bloom and to bear/ Long after the planter's death" with "the great statute of the General Du Puy" which is "rubbish in the end." This poem's first part demands "Let purple Phoebus lie in umber harvest" instead instructing that "the sun must bear no name... but be in the difficulty of what it is to be." Divided into sections like (*) "It Must Be Abstract" and "It Must Give Pleasure", this poem opens "Begin, ephebe, by perceiving the idea of this invention." Announcing that it is possible to "To find the real,... The fiction of an absolute", for 10 points, name this poem by Wallace Stevens, which aspires for the title concept.
ANSWER: "Notes Toward a Supreme Fiction"
9. In one scene of this work, a character laments the stubbornness of a sheep he will sacrifice, while in another, a character fails to find romantic advice from a slave. Those two characters, Sikon and Geta, carry a different character outside of his house and ask for seven tripods, twelve tables, and nine rugs. Trouble begins when Simiche drops a bucket down a well and another character gets stuck trying to retrieve it. Kallipides has second thoughts about his children’s marriages towards the end of this work and one character compares (*) Gorgias to Atlas after he himself drops a rope three times. This play takes place outside two houses in the village of Phyle, a shrine of Pan, who causes a young lad to fall in love with Myrrhine. Knemon, the titular character, tries to prevent Sostratos from marrying his daughter but has a change of heart in, for 10 points, what play by the forerunner of Greek New Comedy, Menander? 
ANSWER: Dyskolos or The Grouch 
10. One character in this novel enjoys playing the guitar and sings a song with the lyrics "just wanna go wandering through the prairies in the sky." This novel begins when one character shares news and softens the blow by making the narrator a White Angel. Another character in this novel notes that if a man "don't like either horse racing or baseball, he don't like girls" and therefore, she's out of luck. Another character in this novel enjoys weimaraners, Our Girl Sunday, and arranging fresh flowers in the bowls of his bar. That character is Joe Bell, who sees a photograph of a sculpture of the female protagonist of this novel in a magazine. One character in this novel annoys the protagonist of this novel by showing up at her party uninvited; that character, (*) Mag Wildwood, has an affair with Jose but later ends it to marry Rusty Trawler. The female protagonist of this novel annoys Mr. Yunioshi by continually forgetting her key and waking him up, and she was formerly married to Doc Holiday. The unnamed narrator of this novel is a gay writer who falls in love with the female protagonist, who leaves him after getting in trouble with the law. For ten points, identify this novel about Holly Golightly, a work by Truman Capote. 
ANSWER: Breakfast at Tiffany's
11. The son of this work's title character is seen to "run after a gilded butterfly" and let it go over and over until he "mammocked" it. This work's title character asks "Hear you this Triton of the minnows? mark you/ His absolute shall?" and is later mocked for breaking an oath like "a twist of rotten silk" and is called "the boy of tears", prompting him to angrily claim "If you have writ your annals true, ’tis there" that he defeated his enemies "like an eagle in a dove-cote." One character in this work tells a tale about "a time when all the (*) body's members/ Rebell'd against the belly" and Sicinius and Brutus incite a riot against the title character prior to his denunciation of the populace as "crows to peck the eagles." The title character is killed by Aufidius because Virgilia and Volumnia convince him not to destroy Rome in, for 10 points, which Shakespeare play about the general Caius Martius?
ANSWER: Coriolanus
12. Psychic John recruits Charles to help him swindle the gullible Miss A out of her inheritance in this man’s short play The Shawl, which shares some themes with a Harley Granville-Baker play he adapted for contemporary audiences, The Voysey Inheritance. Another of his plays sees “in Hell” a film executive who in an earlier play had almost been swindled into making a movie based on a post-apocalyptic Indian novel by his seductive temp. secretary; that executive's name is (*) Bobby Gould. Joan Webber’s anxiety toward men and Bernard Litko’s obsessions with the title licentiousness doom Deborah Soloman and Dan Shapiro’s relationship in another work, while in another play a report that Fletcher Post’s jaw has been broken causes Teach to brain Bobby with a bottle, aborting their attempt to steal the title coin. For 10 points, name this author of Speed-the-Plow, Sexual Perversity in Chicago, and American Buffalo. 
ANSWER: David Mamet
13. The narrator of this work countenances his belief in daimonia by the mention of the 'Prince of Persia' in Daniel and cites the Alexandrian school of Origen and Clement as providing his notion of angels as "the Economy of the Visible World", as well as claiming that "I thought life might be a dream, or I an Angel" after mentioning "I used to wish the Arabian Nights were true." He recounts a "humorous revenge" in which he was placed among "the least intellectual men" by Dr. Whately and the narrator speaks of the teachings "so pure, so beautiful" of John Keble, though he admits that Keble's intellectual principles merely recast the teachings of Joseph Butler's The Analogy of Religion. This work also recounts involvement in the (*) Oxford movement in sections like "History of My Religious Opinions from 1839 to 1841", and this work published in Macmillan's Magazine was a response to Charles Kingsley. Defending its author's conversion to Catholicism from the Anglican church, for 10 points, name this work of John Henry Newman.
ANSWER: Apologia Pro Vita Sua
14. In a monologue in this work, Satan declares he loves 'the smell of red peppers frying in oil', which is redolent in a coffeehouse. One chapter closes with a tree claiming it wants to be its meaning, and a story of two naked Dervishes interrupts a sequence in a locale home to the dwarf Jezmi Agha during an investigation into an imperfection of a horse's nose. A story by Rashiduddin of Kazvin is recounted in this work, while later a stone is dropped onto a beggar's handkerchief by the Jewish Clothier (*) Esther before Hayrire announces her arrival, and Shevket is later tricked by Hasan. Master Osman defaults to Stork over Olive in regards to who killed Elegante and Enishte, and Shekure marries Black during the reign of Murad III in, for 10 points, what novel about miniaturists by Orhan Pamuk.
ANSWER: My Name is Red
15. After hearing a story about a mad doctor named Boris Karloff, one character in this work, William, steals a fiver from the protagonist and attempts to use it to buy Dolly Mixtures. Another episode in this work sees Bernard Griffin accused of shooting the gossipy Mrs. Bull with an airgun, an action actually performed by the protagonist. This novel opens at the White Horse Club, where its protagonist out-drinks Loudmouth. In one scene, its protagonist’s lover causes a miscarriage by drinking gin and taking a scalding bath, while the end of this novel sees its protagonist plan to move in with (*) Doreen after getting beaten up by Winnie’s husband Bill and ending his simultaneous affairs with her and Brenda. Its protagonist spends five days a week working at a bicycle factory, after which he is able to enjoy the titular “fifty-two holidays of the year”. For 10 points, identify this novel starring Arthur Seaton, a work by Alan Sillitoe. 
ANSWER: Saturday Night and Sunday Morning
16. This author wrote a short story in which a white dog replaces Gustavo and Armando as the companions of the narrator’s aunt Matilde, who herself eventually disappears. The belongings of Marta Mora and Roberto Ferrer, starting with the titular painting, gradually disappear in a novella by this man, while another of his novellas sees Magdalena Prieto and Sylvia Corday exchange their husbands’ body parts. Besides “The Walk” and the Sacred Families trilogy, which includes the aforementioned Green Atom Number Five and Chattanooga Choo-Choo,  this man wrote a novel set in Estacion el Olivo, in which (*) Japonesita operates the brothel at which her father, the transvestite La Manuela, works. In another of his novels, Andres Abalos admits his attraction to Estela after constant badgering from his insane grandmother Misia Elisa, while in his most famous work, Dona Ines’s son Boy is raised at La Rinconada with other deformed people; that latter book is narrated by Humberto Peñaloza. For 10 points, identify this Chilean author of Hell Has No Limits, Coronación, and The Obscene Bird of Night. 
ANSWER: Jose Donoso Yáñez
17.  Towards the end of this work, victimization is personified by “Socrates in chains”, “Montezuma in the bed of thorns”, and “Lincoln exiting the theatre”, among other historical references. Furthermore, critics cite the mention of Melusine as an allusion to André Breton, a fellow surrealist. The speaker frequently addresses a woman, stating “I go by your body for the world... you're a city that besieges the sea” and presumably kisses that same woman during the 1937 bombing of Madrid, detailed later in the poem. This work begins and ends with a list of aquatic images that (*) “come full circle, forever arriving”, introducing the cyclic nature of the poem. Composed of 584 lines of hendecasyllabic verse, its structure mimics the revolution of the titular “solar rock”, Venus. A man searches for love and identity amidst the limits of society and time, in for 10 points, what long poem by Mexican Nobel laureate Octavio Paz? 
ANSWER: “The Sun Stone” or “Piedra de sol”
18. One of this man's essays claims that while a snobbish Roman might say `I am dining with the Borgias to-night,' no Roman ever was able to say `I dined last night with the Borgias', and that essay divides the world into hosts and guests, claiming he has always been a guest. He praised windows for their narrative capacity and their integral place in painting in "Fenestralia", while he claimed greater adventures awaited his well traveled hatbox covered with labels in "Ichabod." He recounted an interlude in Bath in which Robert Coates was tricked into playing the title role in one essay, while in another essay, Mr. Le V. is attempting to attain the title status, which D'Orsay almost achieved but is exemplified by Beau Brummel. The author of "Poor Romeo" and "Dandies and Dandies", he wrote a novel in which the (*) Duke of Dorset dies in the River Isis after the title character presents a magic show. In one of this man's short stories the narrator lunches alongside the painter Will Rothenstein and the title character, who makes a deal with the devil to visit the Reading Room of the British Museum only to find that his only literary significance is as a character in a short story. For 10 points, name this author of Zuleika Dobson and the collection Seven Men, which contains "Enoch Soames."
ANSWER: Sir Henry Maximilian Beerbohm
19. This novel was labeled a "clear glass, which falsifies and distorts nothing" in William Dean Howells's introduction to its first English edition, which also said that "I cannot promise that it will interest" certain readers. The donkey-driver Alfio Mosca pines for one of the females in this story, but remains unfulfilled, though Alessio achieves some measure of success at the end of the novel. Lia and Mena are warned to keep their brother from falling in with smugglers, but the brother ultimately stabs Don Michele, who has earlier predicted Bastianazzo’s death in a storm. The central figures support themselves by fishing from their boat Provvidenza until bad times force them to take out a loan for buying a wholesale lot of black beans, against the wishes of La Longa. As a result, the family becomes indebted to the usurers Goosefoot and Crucifix Dumbbell. Taking place in the (*) Sicilian town of Trezza, where Padron Ntoni attempts to reverse the disintegration of his family, for 10 points, name this novel by Giovanni Verga about the poor consequences of mortgaging the titular domicile.
ANSWER: The House by the Medlar Tree [or The Malavoglia; or I Malavoglia]
20. This author combined ten Chekhovian sketches, including “The Sneeze” and “The Audition,” into the play The Good Doctor. Ken Gorman, Lenny Ganz and others try to figure out why their host Charley shot himself in the ear in his farce Rumors, while another play sees Yvonne Fouchet try to reunite three marriages over a mysterious dinner party. Another work chronicles the mental breakdown of Mel Edison in his East Side apartment, and in another, the attic-squatting neighbor Velasco helps Corie Bratter convince her husband Paul to be more spontaneous. In addition to The (*) Prisoner of Second Avenue and Barefoot in the Park, he depicted Ben Silverman reuniting the vaudeville team of Willie Clark and Al Lewis, and also a play in which Blanche’s abandonment of her sportswriter husband, as well as Frances’ of a copywriter, cause two poker buddies to move in together.  For 10 points, name this author of The Sunshine Boys and The Odd Couple. 
ANSWER: Neil Simon 
Tiebreaker. In one scene in this story, a character considers killing a llama for food; that same character earlier comments on the odd looking homes that he sees, some of which don’t have windows. After violating the rules of stepping on the grass and being chased by the villagers, the protagonist runs away, spending two days without food or shelter. When the protagonist first enters the (*) title locale, Pedro and Correa have an awkward conversation with him before taking him to the elders. When he returns, he is welcomed by Yacob and his beautiful daughter Medina-Sarote, whose long eyelashes are looked down on by her peers. Representing a liberated human amongst a conforming society, the protagonist is ironically treated as inferior and is almost persuaded to undergo primitive eye surgery. A mountaineer from Ecuador, Núñez, stumbles upon a civilization in which fourteen generations cannot see in, for 10 points, what 1904 short story by H.G. Wells? 
ANSWER: “The Country of the Blind”
