Round #8
Tossups
GSAC XV


	1.
	In France, their views were expounded by the Cross of Fire organization and in the National Union party of Norway, which seized power for a week in 1940. Their name comes from the Latin Word “to bundle,” and they became a prominent anti-Marxist party in Italy in 1921. Name this political ideology, which, FTP, was the founding ideology of Benito Mussolini’s government.

	
	A:  Fascism or Facists


	2.
	The birth and death dates of this character change to keep his death in the future. He is divorced and his only son deserted in Vietnam. In some novels he appears himself and is important to the story while in others his works advance the plot. Most of his works were published only in dirty magazines and include 2BR02B (“To be or not to be”) and The Protocols of the Elders of Tralfamadore. His son Leon narrates Galapagos and he appears in Jailbird, Timequake, and God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater, among several others. FTP, name this fictional author set free in Breakfast of Champions by his creator Kurt Vonnegut.

	
	A: Kilgore Trout


	3.
	This element was discovered in 1898 by William Ramsey and Morris Travers, when traces of it remained after they had boiled off most of the other components of liquefied air. It was long thought to be inert, but is now known to form several compounds, the most stable involving fluorine. The spectral lines produced by this gas are orange and bright green, and in 1960, the orange-red wavelength of this element’s isotope 86 was used to determine the length of the meter. FTP, identify this element, a noble gas with atomic number 36 and a connection with Superman.

	
	A:  Krypton


	4.
	This conflict began due to disillusionment of poor farmers, especially veterans of the Revolutionary War, over paying heavy taxes to the state. The namesake leader of the rebellion, an ex-captain, wanted a moratorium on debt and a moving of the Massachusetts capitol. He led his allies to block court meetings and debt collection, but was defeated at Petersham [PEA-terz-ham] Massachusetts. Name this rebellion, which, FTP, was a major force towards a new US constitution.

	
	A: Shays’s Rebellion


	5.
	On Earth, for every 160 meters of altitude, it decreases by one percent, due to the changing of air density. For humans, the world record is 382 miles per hour, achieved by making ones body completely vertical, similar to the way a bird predator dives. Since this value decreases with altitude, falling objects eventually begin to slow down over time. When drag force is equal to gravity, it has been reached. FTP, name this quantity that gives the limit of a speed of a falling object.

	
	A:  Terminal Velocity


	6.
	This novel was the author’s last, and after it he turned back to poetry because of public opinion. At one point in this novel, the title character attempts a suicide similar to his mother’s, and unsuccessfully tries to break the ice on a frozen pond and fall to his death. His ambition is to become a student at Christminster, but women distract him. His wife Arabella eventually ceases to interest him and he becomes enamored of Sue Bridehead. His son, Little Father Time, hangs himself after killing the children the title character had with Sue. FTP, identify this Thomas Hardy work.

	
	A:  Jude the Obscure


	7.
	This nation’s westernmost province is Pinar del Río. Other notable provinces include Cienfuegos, Camagüey, and Matanzas. Its only major mountains are the Sierra Maestra, in the south. There is a large swamp on its Zapata peninsula, to the southwest of which is the Isla de la Juventud. This island nation is separated from Hispaniola by the Windward Passage. Its easternmost province, Guantánamo, is home to a U.S. naval station. FTP, identify this Caribbean country with a capital of Havana

	
	A:  Republic of Cuba


	8.
	This singer’s only true acting role has been in Martin Scorsese’s The Aviator as the original blonde bombshell, Jean Harlow. Soon after her breakup with fellow bandmate Tony Kanal, she met Gavin Rossdale, whom she would later marry in 2002 and with whom she would have her only child Kingston. The namesakes of this singer’s fashion line, L.A.M.B., are the members of her entourage of Harajuku Girls. FTP, name this singer and fashion designer known for such singles as Wind It Up, 4 In the Morning, The Sweet Escape, and Hollaback Girl.

	
	A:  Gwen Stefani


	9.
	This art group centered in Munich was formed in response to a similar group. It included such artists as Gabrielle Munter and Paul Klee and dissolved at the beginning of World War I when one founder was deported to Russia and the German army drafted the other. The Russian painter often used musical terms in naming his works, and another of his works is the group’s namesake. He is also credited as the inventor of abstract art. The German founder’s works include The Yellow Cow. FTP, name this German Expressionist group founded by Franz Marc and Wassily Kandinsky.

	
	A: Der Blaue Reiter or The Blue Rider


	10.
	This device, first patented in 1760 by a Belgian by the name of John Joseph Merlin, has an association that is headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana. However, they were first used in a play in 1743. Its design was improved in 1863 by James Plimpton and an organization offering lessons formed in 1937. A variant of it has four wheels lined up instead of in a square pattern. FTP, name this device that is used in street hockey.

	
	A:  Roller Skates


	11.
	Today the model can represent variability in the stock market.  Experimental proof for the model came with Jean Perrin, who used his results to obtain an early experimental approximation of Avogadro’s number.  Einstein used the mathematics of the model to provide support for the existence of atoms, while the namesake scientist studied pollen grains in water.  FTP, identify this random motion of particles in fluid, named for the British botanist Robert.

	
	A: Brownian Motion


	12.
	This process requires the active medium to be pumped either electrically or optically. Each photon pumped into the medium triggers more photons identical to the trigger photon to be released by the atoms. The released photons cause a chain reaction among the atoms, releasing more photons, leading to a huge number of identical photons to be released in a beam of light. FTP, name this process by which a concentrated beam of light is generated by an active medium working to amplify photons.

	
	A:  Stimulated Emission or LASER Emission


	13.
	It is currently led by the British woman Rosalyn Higgins, and its other 14 members are all representatives of nations represented in the UN Security Council. It was set up in 1945 and one of its most important early cases was The Republic of Nicaragua v. the United States, although in modern times the US does not recognize its jurisdiction. Name this organization, based at The Peace Palace in The Hague, and, FTP, serves as the Judicial Branch of the United Nations.

	
	A:  International Court of Justice, accept World Court, do NOT accept International Criminal Court or International Court


	14.
	The tau function of this kind of number is always two, and the sigma function is always the number plus one. Its namesake theorem states that their distribution asymptotically converges to the reciprocal of the natural logarithm function. The fundamental theorem of arithmetic states that every positive integer can be decomposed into products of these numbers. FTP, name this kind of number with no factors other than one and itself which includes 2, 3, 5, and 7.

	
	A:  Prime Number


	15.
	The titular character of this opera has spent a year living with Venus. However, he calls on the Virgin Mary to return him to earth. He returns home to Wartburg, where he participates in a singing contest to win the hand of the beautiful Elizabeth. He is then forced to take a pilgrimage to Rome to ask for forgiveness after his song shocks the audience, but the pope tells him he will be forgiven only when the papal staff turns into a flower. The title character returns to find Elizabeth dead and dies at her funeral procession as pilgrims enter carrying the pope’s staff, which has flowered. FTP, name this Richard Wagner opera.

	
	A:  Tannhauser


	16.
	Disagreement exists as to whether this novel’s author actually found the village setting of the beginning.  Its primary character works for various positions under the Waller family until he decides to marry the cook, Bell, who bears the daughter, Kizzy, meaning “you sit down.” Kizzy’s story then becomes the central plot, and her lineage is then traced to the author. FTP, name this “Saga of an American Family” that follows Kunta Kinte’s lineage by Alex Haley.

	
	A:  Roots: The Saga of an American Family


	17.
	The worshippers of this deity were divided into seven grades or stages of progressively higher knowledge in his mysteries, beginning with Corax and ending with Pater. There are numerous stories about his birth, one of which claims he was born from the Cosmic Egg. In his youth, he killed the primeval bull to benefit mankind, and this is celebrated with the tauroctony at his shrines. FTP, identify this Persian god whose cult was a rival of Christianity in the Roman Empire, and gained followers particularly among soldiers.

	
	A: Mithras


	18.
	This nineteenth century American writer was a Unitarian minister for two years and helped manage a newsboy home for thirty years.  His fifth children’s book became his first successful one and the mould for over one hundred dime novels featuring similar hero characters.  Although the author adapted his namesake hero to Presidents Garfield and Lincoln, Mark Twain still attacked this man’s “rags to riches” stories, believing them far too improbable.  FTP, identify this author of Ragged Dick, or Street Life in New York.

	
	A:  Horatio Alger Jr.


	19.
	As this novel opens, the protagonist sees errors in newspaper articles from December 3, December 19, February 14, and March 17, the first of which is the most egregious as it requires a full rewrite rather than a mere correction. Neo-Bolshevism and Death-worship are the prominent ideologies in the two other main powers in the protagonist’s world, but his home empire of Oceania has been governed for over two decades by Ingsoc philosophy. FTP, name this dystopian novel, which follows the attempts of Winston Smith to stand up to the possibly fictitious figurehead Big Brother.

	
	A:  1984


	20.
	This composer’s most famous opera is based on a drama by Alexander Pushkin.  His famous tone poem with a commonly mistranslated title was made famous by the 1940 Disney film Fantasia.  He composed a famous piano suite which was orchestrated by Maurice Ravel.  Most of his works were prepared for publication posthumously by fellow member of The Five Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov.  FTP, name this Russian composer of Boris Godunov, Night on Bald Mountain, and Pictures at an Exhibition.

	
	A:  Modest Mussorgsky


	
	STOP HERE

You have reached the end of the round.  Do not continue reading unless a question was thrown out or the game is tied.



	21.
	The oddly named Spitzenkorper is an organelle which helps produce these long tubules. The generative variety of these string like filaments are thin and have reproductive abilities, while the skeletal variety are very thick and cannot reproduce. These tubes, which are frequently used for absorption from the host by parasitic fungi, also have septa, which divide them in two. A conglomeration of these tubules is called a mycelium. FTP, name these root-like structures which are the primary method of nutrient transport and absorption in fungi.

	
	A: Hyphae
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