Round #4
Tossups
GSAC XV


	1.
	This 1942 painting features two buildings and a number of people. The building on the left has closed for the day, and a lone object can be seen in a window. The second floor is orange, while the bottom is green. The building on the right features the name of a cigar company across the top. All three men in the painting wear hats. One of them and a woman in a red dress are seated together, looking at the man in white behind the counter. He looks back at them as though saying something. The third man is seated alone, looking away from the viewer. FTP, name this Edward Hopper painting.

	
	A:  Nighthawks


	2.
	First founded in 1999, this website was originally an online dating site. Launched by Chris Coyne, it had the slogan “Internet like Fire”. In April 1999, the slogan was changed to “Academic Solutions for Your Demographic” and six “study guides” were released. In 2001, Barnes and Noble bought it for 3.55 million dollars. FTP, name this website and publisher, which offers both book analysis and testing help.

	
	A:  Sparknotes


	3.
	This person worked in the “Invisible College” with the likes of Robert Hooke and Christopher Wren, trying to become smarter through scientific experimentation. This scientist’s work with gas really began in 1659 when he and Hooke completed their “Pneumatical Engine”, which was modeled on Otto von Guericke’s air pump. Bernoulli derived the law in 1738, but John Waterson’s 1845 paper on kinetic theory introduced it. Along with Charles and Gay-Lussac, he derived part of the ideal gas law. FTP, name this person who saw the relationship between pressure and volume.

	
	A: Robert Boyle


	4.
	His debut season at the Home Depot Center was rather disappointing, as his team failed to reach the playoffs and an ankle injury he received in late August prevented him from playing for the majority of the end of the season.  He returned to his national squad for matches against Croatia and Austria, although he had been dropped from the team following his resignation as captain during the 2006 World Cup. His former team Real Madrid won the Spanish League during his last season. FTP, name this English Soccer star who relocated to the LA Galaxy in summer 2007 and is married to Victoria Adams. 

	
	A:  David Beckham


	5.
	In the 2006 election that landed him in his current post, he beat out Shashi Tharoor after winning every straw pole and traveling the entire globe while on campaign. Previously, he had served as director of the International Organizations and Treaties bureau, Ambassador to Austria, and most recently the Foreign Minister of his home country, where the press nicknamed him “the slippery eel” for his ability to avoid answering questions. FTP, name this South Korean successor to Kofi Annan, the current UN Secretary General.

	
	A: Ban Ki-Moon


	6.
	In Boolean algebra, it is the result when the operation "or" is used with it and any element, and it functions as the identity of the "and" operation. It is the only odd output of Euler's totient function, the amount of numbers less than a given one relatively prime to the given number, and it is the only positive number with the same representation in all base systems. Neither prime nor composite, FTP, give this smallest positive integer that functions as the multiplicative identity.

	
	A: One


	7.
	It is 101 stanzas long, and was written in a West- or North-Midlands dialect by an unknown poet, who is often called the Pearl Poet. It begins when a knight visits Arthur’s court and challenges the Knights of the Round Table to deal him a blow with an ax. One accepts the challenge, but the knight merely picks up his severed head and tells him to meet him a year later. He ends up before the mysterious knight with a girdle from a lady he had met in a castle nearby, which would supposedly protect him, however, the knight does not deal him a killing blow. FTP, name this medieval tale of a knight of a certain color who tests the title character’s honor.

	
	A: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight or Sir Gawain and the Knight of the Green Chapel (accept similar)



	8.
	One of the few people to meet him face to face is Simon Hattenstone, who met him for an interview for the Guardian Unlimited. A recent auction of 10 of his works in Bonham, London sold for more than half a million pounds and in October of 2007, it is believed that the artist was captured on film by a passerby while at work. He replaced over 500 of Paris Hilton’s album covers with doctored work of his own and in the same year, he held an exhibition entitled Barely Legal where he painted an elephant in a floral wallpaper pattern. FTP, name this British graffiti artist famous for his stunts in major art galleries and stenciled street art around the world. 

	
	A: Banksy or Robert Banks


	9.
	First published in Milan, this book centers on a title character who marries Tonya but later lives with Marina after having an affair with a third woman. He tricks the third woman into fleeing with her daughter and Komarovsky while he stays behind. At the end of the novel his friends meet a young woman who they determine to be the daughter of the third woman, Lara. This novel about revolutionary Russia won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1958, which the Soviet government made the author decline. FTP, name this novel of Boris Pasternak.

	
	A:  Dr. Zhivago


	10.
	Widely studied types include the avian sarcoma/leukosis virus, and the murine leukemia virus. Some of them have, in addition to the ordinary genes they need for replication, oncogenes, which can quickly cause tumors in animals. Almost all of those with oncogenes are defective, and require a helper virus to replicate. Due to a lack of proofreading, they can mutate quickly and develop resistance to chemicals quickly. FTP, name this group of viruses that require reverse transcriptase to introduce their RNA into the host genome, of which the most well known is HIV.

	
	A: Retroviruses


	11.
	This island’s western point is Cape Arnauti, and its eastern point is Cape Andreas, off of which is the Klidhes Island. The eastern portion of it is primarily composed of the Karpas Peninsula. Mountain ranges on this island include the Kyrenia in the north and the Troodos in the south. There are two U.K. bases on the southern coast of it. Towns on this island include Famagusta and Paphos, as well as Nicosia. FTP, name this Mediterranean island whose northern portion attempted to separate and form a new country.

	
	A:  Cyprus


	12.
	These writings have a name meaning “to sit down near” and were probably created by religious leaders while their pupils sat near them. Another meaning of the name is “secret knowledge.” There are around ten major ones, while there are possibly over two hundred total. They are composed of the thoughts and ideas of numerous religious sages relating to the major themes of Hinduism, including monism, and they are used to make the messages of the Vedas more accessible. FTP, name these Hindu religious texts, commentaries on the Vedas.

	
	A: Upanishads


	13.
	This man’s later works were influenced by having spent his early childhood in the country before moving to Brooklyn. During the Mexican War and the decade before the Civil War, this author decided to write a work on the ideals of America, such as democracy and unity, forming his major collection. He also wrote two poems about Abraham Lincoln, When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed and O Captain, My Captain. FTP, name this author of Song of Myself, which is contained in his collection Leaves of Grass.

	
	A:  Walt Whitman


	14.
	The regiments of this people were organized by age, and were known as amabutho. Each regiment was issued a distinctive shield covered in cowhide- older regiments had whiter shields while young regiments used black ones. After the namesake war involving them, the territory of King Cetshwayo was distributed amongst thirteen pro-British chieftains to foster disunity. Later, however, Royalists tried to return Cetshwayo to the throne, and civil war broke out. FTP, name this South African tribe who suffered defeat at Ulundi in 1879, after a great victory at Isandlwana and a defeat at Rorke’s Drift on the same day.

	
	A:  Zulu


	15.
	This wanderer’s popular name means “the debauched one” in reference to his beliefs on how to become closest to god. He married and had four children but still continued to wander as his fame as a healer and soothsayer grew. He reached the height of his power when he became a healer for the son of the royal family, whose blood disease was beyond the skills of doctors at the time. This man was shot twice, poisoned, bound, and dumped into the Neva River before he finally died, aiding tales of his magic powers. FTP, name this Siberian healer of Aleksei Romanov.

	
	A: Grigory Yefimovich Rasputin or Novych


	16.
	According to quantum mechanics, high values for it are a result of the existence of forbidden bands, which cannot be occupied by electrons, between the conduction bands and valence bands. It is directly proportional with length but inversely proportional to cross-sectional area. This is analogous to the fact that it increases as devices are added in series and decreases as they are added in parallel. FTP, name this electric property that measures how much a material impedes the flow of electric current, equal to voltage over current according to Ohm’s law.

	
	A:  Resistance


	17.
	The narrator of this novel meets his neighbor, Salamano whose scruffy dog has just run away, after agreeing to help out a local pimp, Raymond Sintes.  While staying at a beach house with the latter, the protagonist shoots Raymond’s mistress’s brother for no apparent reason.  During the resulting trial, the main character shows no remorse over the murder or the death of his own mother, an event that commenced the book.  FTP, identify this novel centering on Meursault by Albert Camus [cam-OO].

	
	A:  The Stranger or L’Étranger


	18.
	In this opera, Siegmund is overpowered by Hunding at the hands of his grieving father Wotan.  Brunnhilde flees with Sieglinde and the shards of Siegmund's sword, Nothung.  As her punishment, Wotan strips her of immortality and puts her into a magic sleep on a mountain.  Wotan agrees to her last request that she be surrounded by a ring of fire, only to be passed by the greatest of heroes.  Both Brunnhilde and Wotan know that it will be passed by Sieglinde's unborn son Siegfried.  FTP, name this Wagner opera, the second in the Ring cycle.

	
	A:  The Valkyrie accept Die Walküre


	19.
	These contribute greatly to the viscosity of Phosphoric Acid and Glycerol, as well as dimer formation in Carboxylic Acid, even in the gas phase. More famously, their crystalline structure in a certain type of molecule can cause the solid state of that molecule to be less dense than the liquid. They can be described as a stronger version of Dipole-Dipole Force, with only Nitrogen, Oxygen, and Fluorine bonding to the namesake molecule. FTP, name this type of intermolecular force, most commonly associated with water.

	
	A:  Hydrogen Bonding


	20.
	In his early childhood, this man was sent to Reverend John Lee so that he could later go to Yale. However, his father’s death prevented him from going to Yale as he had to take care of his family, being the eldest child. During the French and Indian War, he enlisted in the militia, yet he never went into the battlefield. He would later see action during the Revolutionary War until he captured Crown Point. A pioneer for the freedom of his state, he died two years before Vermont became one.  FTP, name this man who captured Fort Ticonderoga with his Green Mountain Boys.

	
	A:  Ethan Allen


	
	STOP HERE

You have reached the end of the round.  Do not continue reading unless a question was thrown out or the game is tied.



	21.
	Elbridge Gerry joined Charles Pinckney and would stay while the latter left after Jean Hottinguer and a Mr. Bellamy came to discuss a loan between two nations.  A popular American phrase after this foreign relations crisis was “Millions for defense, but not a cent for tribute.”  It began after France began to worry about US military support for Britain after Jay’s Treaty. Name this affair that led to the Alien and Sedition Act and, FTP, began when Charles Talleyrand sent three French agents to American ambassadors requesting a payment before negotiations between the two nations.

	
	A:  XYZ Affair
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