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1. A possibly apocryphal 151st verse of this Old Testament book was found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, which tells of the battle between David and Goliath.  In Islam, this is known as Zabur, and considered one of the four holy books revealed by Allah.  In the King James Bible, the longest, shortest, and middle chapters can all be found in, for 10 points, which book of the bible containing 150 poems?

ANSWER: Psalms or Psalter
2. It defines artillery as “an instrument employed in the rectification of national boundaries,” and marriage as “the state or condition of a community consisting of a master, a mistress, and two slaves, making in all, two.”  For ten points, identify this work that offers a satirical look at the English language, written by Ambrose Bierce. 

ANSWER: The Devil’s Dictionary 

3. Its spectral lines include the Paschen and Lyman series, as well as a series in the visible spectrum, all of which can be exactly calculated. Appearing in three natural isotopes, one of which is used in nuclear weapons, it was named by Lavoisier, and was used in balloons until the Hindenburg disaster. For 10 points, name this element, the most common in the human body, the Sun, and the entire universe.

ANSWER: hydrogen
4. This Briton ranked second on Michael Hart's list of the most influential people of all history, behind the prophet Muhammad, and ahead of Jesus.  Ironically, his birthday in the Julian calendar of the era was December 25, 1642, and is celebrated by some scientists instead of Christmas.  Such prestige was merited by his contributions to the fields of math and physics.  For ten points, name the man who supposed that the force causing an apple to fall also held the moon in its orbit.  

ANSWER: Sir Isaac Newton
5. It was a sleepy plot of land along the American River in Coloma California. That all changed in January of 1848 when John W. Marshall, a laborer from New Jersey, found a few nuggets of precious metal on this site.  For ten points, which man's mill was the location of the gold find that sparked the California Gold Rush?

ANSWER: Sutter's Mill

6. His recent activities include blogging for the Huffington Post.  No stranger to print media, he was a founder of the Village Voice and, in 1969, he ran in the New York City mayoral race on a secessionist platform.  He is best known, however, for his work in developing the nonfiction novel. One such work was based on his experiences in the South Pacific. For 10 points, who wrote Armies of the Night, The Executioner’s Song, and The Naked and the Dead?

ANSWER: Norman Mailer
7. Guest members of this group have included Christina Aguilera, Pink, and Gwen Stefani.  They appeared in the film Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle and added former Eden’s Crush vocalist Nicole Scherzinger as their lead singer shortly thereafter.  They recorded and released their debut album PCD last summer despite the fact that five of their members don’t actually sing a note of songs like “Beep” and “Stickwitu.”  For 10 points, what is this group also known for their hit song “Don’t Cha?”
ANSWER:  Pussycat Dolls

8. He spent four years in Hawaii as a teenager, and on returning to his native China in 1883, he saw  a backward country too steeped in its own traditions, and determined to try to change it. He spent 16 years in exile following a failed 1895 coup, ended after the successful resolution of the Wuchang Uprising.  For 10 points, identify this leader of the Kuomintang and first president of the Republic of China.

ANSWER:  Sun Yat-sen
9. This novel, first published in the 18th century, is known as one of China’s Four Great Novels. Its plot concerns the Jia family, and its youthful heir, Jia Baoyu. The story gets interesting when he is torn between his love for Lin Daiyu and the beautiful woman he is destined to married. For ten points, what work tells this story of the Jia family’s trials and tribulations during the Ming Dynasty, a classic by Cao Xueqin (kow shoo chin)? 

ANSWER:  Dream of the Red Chamber (or The Story of the Stone or Chronicles of the Stone or shi tou ji)
10. The word used to describe them means “single opening.”  This single opening is what zoologists call the cloaca, a duct at the end of the urinary and reproductive system of these creatures. All living members of the order are native to New Guinea or Australia, such as the duck-billed platypus or the echidna. For ten points, identify the name for these animals, the only mammals to lay eggs.

ANSWER:  Monotremes
11. The first Duke of Bavaria of this name led the Catholic League throughout the Thirty Years War.  The first Holy Roman Emperor with this name was a Habsburg, the grandfather of Charles V.  His great-grandson, the son of Ferdinand I, was the second Emperor by this name.  For 10 points what is this common name also shared by the man Napoleon III installed as ruler of Mexico only to be executed in June of 1867?

ANSWER:  Maximilian  

12. Showing a relationship between Spectral Type and Luminosity, the main sequence appears as a wavy line that slopes from the upper left to the lower right. Below the main sequence lie the white dwarves and above the main sequence are the giants and super-giants. For 10 points, name this diagram showing the relationships between stars of differing absolute magnitudes and temperatures?

ANSWER: Hertzsprung-Russell diagram (accept H-R diagram)

13. Pencil and paper ready. The regular form of this polygon with side length 1 has area 2 plus 2 times the square root of 2 and interior angles of 135 degrees. One way to find this is to note that it is a square with four isosceles right triangles cut out. Thus, each exterior angle of the shape is 45 degrees. Given that the sum of exterior angles of a polygon is 360 degrees, name for 10 points this shape that looks like a stop sign. You have 15 seconds.

ANSWER: regular octagon (prompt on regular 8-gon)

14. Some thought this friend of FDR would be the Democratic presidential candidate in 1944, but his constant battles with illness prevented this. He began his career as a modest social worker but twenty-one years later he was promoted to the head of a powerful relief agency. For ten points, who was this figure of the Great Depression, chairman of the Works Progress Administration?

ANSWER: Harry Hopkins
15. Geoffrey of Monmouth changed this man’s name from Myrddin to its current form. The earliest stories make him a prophetic bard rather than a wizard, and he was said to be an advisor to the kings Vortigern, Aurelius Ambrosius, and Uther Pendragon in addition to his more famous advisee.  For 10 points, identify this legendary literary wizard more well known as the councilor of King Arthur.

ANSWER: Merlin

16. This work was the subject of parodies by Anna Russell and Looney Tunes.  Modeled after Greek dramas, “The Rhinegold” is a prelude that clocks in at approximately 2 1/2 hours, and is followed by “The Valkyrie,” “Siegfried,” and “The Twilight of the Gods.”  For 10 points, identify this massive work of German opera, created by Richard Wagner, that takes over 15 hours to complete in its entirety.

ANSWER: The Ring Cycle (accept: Der Ring Des Nibelungen or The Ring of the Nibelung or The Nibelung’s Ring)

17. It was a short-lived group formed when another group rejected a work by Wassily Kandinsky in 1911.  Paul Klee was among the members of this Munich circle that sought to include spiritualism and abstraction in their art.  It disbanded in 1914 with the advent of war.  For 10 points, what is this group named in part for Kandinsky’s favorite color and was an integral part of Expressionism?

ANSWER:  Der Blaue Reiter or The Blue Rider
18. Pencil and paper ready. Jack and Jill have gone up a hill to fill a big pail with water. If Jack was working alone, he could get the job done in 20 minutes, while Jill can finish the task in 30 minutes. If the two work together, however, they can have the pail of water filled in, for 10 points, how many minutes? You have 15 seconds.

ANSWER: 12 minutes
19. Its current name comes from one of the Saxons who ruled the settlement Snot.  A month before the Wellington Declaration, Charles I launched his war against Parliament in this city in East Midlands.  While today only the 27th largest city in England, it is currently the fastest growing, which has caused the media to label it the “gun crime capital of the UK.”  However, it is probably more famous for the medieval criminals featured in a legend about its corrupt officers of the peace.  For 10 points, name this city which borders Sherwood Forest.

ANSWER: Nottingham

20. Born in Panama to a family of diplomats, he maintains a strong criticism of U.S. Latin American policy.  His novel Gringo Viejo was the first bestseller in U.S. markets by a Mexican author, replicating his success in Latin America.  He has exerted marked influence with experimental styles and exploring themes of identity and society.  For 10 points, name this Mexican writer of The Death of Artemio Cruz.

ANSWER:  Carlos Fuentes Macias

21. According to the Supreme Court case of Hunt v. Cromartie it is legal as long as it is along partisan lines. The term is derived fro ma political cartoon which pictured a salamander over a map of Massachusetts and from the name of the state’s governor at the time. For ten points, give the term for redistricting political boundaries in order to affect election outcomes, named for an early Massachusetts governor.

ANSWER: Gerrymandering

1. The Seneca Falls Convention was a seminal moment in the women’s movement.  Answer these questions about it for ten points each.

[10] The convention was held at Seneca Falls New York in July of what important year in world history?

ANSWER: 1848

[10] Those present at the convention signed what famous document which mirrored the US Declaration of Independence?

ANSWER: Declaration of Sentiments
[10] And, for ten points all or nothing, which two important women called for and organized the convention?

ANSWER: Lucretia Mott & Elizabeth Cady Stanton
2. Given a U.S. National Park, identify the state in which it is located for ten points apiece.

[10]Canyonlands National Park

ANSWER: Utah
[10] Isle Royale National Park

ANSWER: Michigan
[10] Theodore Roosevelt National Park

ANSWER: North Dakota
3. Identify these pieces of chemistry laboratory equipment for ten points each.

[10] This is a long glass tube with a stopcock used in acid-base titrations.

ANSWER: Buret

[10] This heating device, named for a German chemist, is also used for sterilization and flame tests.

ANSWER: Bunsen burner

[10] This type of flask is conical in shape and is named for another German chemist.

ANSWER: Erlenmeyer flask

4. For 10 points each, identify the type of electro-magnetic radiation given its wavelength. 

[10] One meter 

ANSWER: Radio wave 

[10] One picometer 

ANSWER: Gamma rays 

[10] One micrometer 

ANSWER: Infrared
5. Answer the following about female tennis stars for 10 points each.

[10] This former Grand Slam champion, nicknamed the “Swiss Miss,” returned to professional play this year after a three year absence.

ANSWER:  Martina Hingis
[10] Hingis is named for the Czech-turned American legend who is still plugging away on the doubles circuit at the age of 49.

ANSWER:  Martina Navratilova
[10] Both women will have to contend with opponents like the Belgian winner of the 2005 U.S. Open, as this co-patriot of Justine Henin-Hardenne plays both singles and doubles.

ANSWER:  Kim Clijsters
6. Answer these questions about a famous philosopher for 10 points each.

[10] This Jewish Dutchman was one of the greatest rationalist philosophers of the 17th century.

ANSWER: Baruch Spinoza or Benedictus de Spinoza or Bento de Espinosa 

[10] Spinoza’s most well-known work is this book composed of axioms and definitions about the nature of life and reason.

ANSWER: Ethics 
[10] Spinoza worked with this fellow philosopher, also a rationalist, who competed against Sir Isaac Newton in founding calculus. 

ANSWER: Gottfried Leibniz 

7. Identify the author given lines of their poetry for 10 points each.

[10] “Because I could not stop for death/he kindly stopped for me.”

ANSWER:  Emily Dickinson
[10] “In the room the women come and go/Talking of Michelangelo.”

ANSWER:  T.S. Eliot (From “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”)

[10] “I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starving hysterical naked”

ANSWER:  Allen Ginsberg (From “Howl”) 

8. Don’t be scared of this bonus – identify what is feared when one ahs each of these phobias for 10 points each. 

A. Acrophobia

ANSWER: fear of heights
B. Triskaidekaphobia

ANSWER: fear of the number 13
C. Thanatophobia 

ANSWER: fear of death or dying
9. Given a year and title, identify the US city that hosted the World's Fair described for ten points each.

[10] 1893, World's Columbian Exposition

ANSWER: Chicago
[10] 1904, Louisiana Purchase Exposition

ANSWER: St. Louis
[10] 1901, Pan American Exposition

ANSWER: Buffalo (President McKinley was assassinated there)
10. Identity whether the Mekong River, the Salween River, both, or neither flow through the given country, for 5 points each.

[5] Vietnam

ANSWER: Mekong

[5] Malaysia

ANSWER: Neither
[5] China

ANSWER: Both

[5] Laos

ANSWER: Mekong

[5] Cambodia

ANSWER: Mekong

[5] India

ANSWER: Neither
11. Name these parts of a microscope:

[10] The part of the microscope you look through, it is also called the eyepiece.

ANSWER: ocular
[10] You need not be an actor to know this flat surface of the microscope, where the slide is placed.

ANSWER: stage
[5,5] The two knobs on the side of the microscope used to focus the image are called adjustments. Give the adjectives describing each.

ANSWER: fine, coarse
12. Answer the following questions about recent events in the business world for 10 points each.    
[10] Disney and this company have had an ongoing public war since Finding Nemo hit it big to the chagrin of Michael Eisner.  This has led to on-again, off-again talks of Disney buying this producer of the Toy Story films.   
ANSWER: Pixar
[10] On January 13, 2005, this company, formerly led by the convicted Dennis Koslowski, announced that it would split into three different public companies

ANSWER: Tyco International, Ltd.

[10] In January 2006 this company refused to let the government see what people have been looking up on their search engine and saw their stock sink as a result.

ANSWER: Google

13. Identify these heroes who descended to the underworld, for 10 points each.

[10] In the final tablet of the “Gilgamesh”, this former savage goes to the underworld.

ANSWER: Enkidu
[10] Pirithous, on his futile attempt to rape Persephone, is accompanied by this companion who later slew the Minotaur.

ANSWER: Theseus
[10] The Sibyl at Cumae tells this hero to pluck a golden bough to enter the underworld.  He is best known for carrying his father out of Troy as the Greeks pillaged the city.

ANSWER: Aeneas

14. Identify these European political parties of the 20th century.
[10] Ramsay Macdonald was the first Prime Minister of this group, which had formed from smaller organizations in 1906 to promote democratic socialism.

ANSWER:  Labour Party
[10] This German party enjoyed success under leaders such as Konrad Adenauer and Helmut Kohl and can trace its origins to the Catholic Center Party.

ANSWER:  Christian Democratic Union (accept Christian Democrats)

[10] This Spanish party held power for eight years under José María Aznar.

ANSWER:  People’s Party or Partido Popular.
15. Answer these questions about a historic place for ten points each.

[10] Name this place, famous for its carved moai statues and our name for it is taken from the day on which it was discovered.

ANSWER: Easter Island or Rapa Nui 

[10] Easter Island lies about 2,200 miles offshore of this nation. 

ANSWER: Chile 

[10] Easter Island was first discovered by a Westerner in 1722 when Jakob Roggeveen, an explorer from this country, stumbled upon it.

ANSWER: The Netherlands or Holland 

16. Pencil and paper ready. Consider a roll of 3 standard dice labeled from 1 to 6. For 10 points each:

[10] What is the probability that the sum of the numbers on the dice is odd?

ANSWER: 1/2, .5
[10] What is the probability that no two dice produce the same number?

ANSWER: 5/9
[10] What is the probability that the sum of the dice is 5?

ANSWER: 1/21
17. Pencil and paper ready.  For 10 points each, factor the following expressions as far as possible over the reals. (MOD: Accept equivalents, such as different order of terms, on all parts)

[10] x^2 – y^2 (x squared minus y squared)

ANSWER: (x+y) * (x-y) 

[10] x^4 – y^4 (x to the fourth minus y to the fourth)

ANSWER: (x+y) * (x-y) * (x^2+y^2)
[10] x^3 + y^3 (x cubed plus y cubed)

ANSWER: (x+y) * (x^2-xy+y^2)
18. Identify the following works of Oscar Wilde for 10 points each. 

[10] The title character remains young while a painting of him ages and grows ugly as he commits sin after sin.

ANSWER: The Picture of Dorian Gray (Do NOT accept The Portrait of Dorian Gray)

[10] The title character suspects her husband of infidelity and attempts to catch him at it, but is nearly herself caught in another man’s apartment.

ANSWER: Lady Windermere’s Fan
[10] The title “character” is actually a role played by Jack and Algernon: Jack so he can have fun without seeming too wild, and Algernon so he can meet Jack’s ward, Cecily.

ANSWER: The Importance of Being Earnest
19. A normal male is XY and a normal female is XX Given a genetic disease of the sex chromosomes, say which sex chromosomes such individuals possess for ten points each.

[10] Turner Syndrome. Patients are female, short and sterile.  

ANSWER: X

[10] Klinefelters Syndrome. Patients are male, lanky, and sterile.  

ANSWER: XXY

[10] Jacob’s Syndrome. Jacob’s Syndrome patients are male and may be slightly taller than usual.

ANSWER: XYY
20. Given a description of a famous American short story and its author, give the title of the short story for 10 points each. 

[10] A man and his dog fight for survival during a bitterly cold Arctic trek, Jack London 

ANSWER: “To Build a Fire”

[10] The story of an enterprising gambler who finds some unusual uses for animals, Mark Twain 

ANSWER: “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”

[10] A tragic, ironic Christmas for one hard up couple, O. Henry 

ANSWER: “The Gift of the Magi”

