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TOSSUPS: 

1. It starred, among others, Isabelle Huppert, Christopher Walken, and Kris Kristofferson. Because of the critical 
success of his previous film, the director was given carte blanche, and he used it; individual scenes apparently took days 
to shoot. Unfortunately, the film bombed horribly, thus marking the end of the career of director Michael Cimino and, 
indeed, the United Artists studio; it was bought out by MGM soon afterward. FfP, name this 1980 cinematic turkey 
that shares its name with a recent suicide cult. 

HEAVEN'S GA1E 

2. This native of Bakersfield, CA, had no middle name - his father claimed that the family could not afford one. 
Nonetheless, after serving as District Attorney of Alameda County, he was elected Governor of California. FfP, name 
this Republican nominee for Vice-President in 1948, who became Chief Justice of the United States in 1953. 

EarIWARREN 

3. Jerome Walton, Butch Huskey, and Mo Vaughn all wear it. Mark Sagmoen, a minor leaguer brought up by the 
Texas Rangers, was to be the last man issued it, but he decided that he didn't deserve the honor, and requested #37 
instead. It is certain that no more baseball players will be issued this number, as it was retired by all major league 
teams earlier this year. FfP, name this number, famous both for being on the uniform of Jackie Robinson and for 
being the "Answer to Life, The Universe, and Everything". 

FORTY -TWO (prompt for more on Jackie Robinson) 

4. "A New Determination of Molecular Dimensions", "On the Motion -- Required by the Molecular Kinetic Theory of 
Heat -- of Small Particles Suspended in A Stationary Liquid.", "On a Heuristic Viewpoint Concerning the Production 
and Transformation of Light", "Does the Inertia of a Body Depend Upon Its Energy Content", and "On the 
Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies" were five papers published in the German journal "Annalen Physik" in the same 
year. It has been suggested that there are several Nobel Prizes worth of work contained in the contents of these five 
papers, but this physicist, who authored all of them, only received one. FfP, name this physicist, who had a great year 
in 1905. 

Albert EINS1EIN (prompt for more on 1905) 

5. "There are plenty of businesses like show business". "Five days is not too long to wait for a gun". "Organ 
transplants are best left to professionals". "Underwear should be worn on the inside". "Goldfish don't bounce". "Mud is 
not one of the 4 food groups" . "I will not bury the new kid". "I will not defame New Orleans". And "I will not waste 
chalk". FfP, name the show in whose opening credits these sentences have all appeared. 

The SIMPSONS (accept Bart Simpson early) 

6. Born in Austria in 1902, he fled Europe in the 1930's and taught briefly in New Zealand, thereafter spending most of 
his career at the London School of Economics. His best known work, "The Logic of Scientific Discovery", was not 
translated into english until 1959, although it was written in 1934. FTP, name this philosopher of science who 
advocated the position known as 'falsificationism', holding that theories must be capable of being shown to be false if 
they are to be considered scientific. 

Karl POPPER 

7. This contemporary composer, a resident of Berkeley, CA, has a penchant for translating recent political events to the 
operatic stage, in such works as 'Nixon in China" and "The Death of Klinghoffer". FTP, give the name, which he 
shares with the second President of the United States. 



John ADAMS 

8. He died recently in a collision -- a fact that many thought ironic, as he spent much of his life studying collisions. 
A geologist by trade, he did seminal work on the famed Barringer Crater in Arizona, proving that it was caused by a 
meteor impact Later, his work with the rocks brought back from the Apollo missions led to startling conclusions 
about the moon's origins. Later, he turned to observational astronomy, and discovered many comets with his wife 
Carolyn and another colleague. FfP, name this man, one of whose comets crashed into Jupiter. 

Eugene (Gene) SHOEMAKER 

9. Named after a figure from Roman history to whom George Washington was often compared after his retirement, this 
American city was the political base for several generations of the Taft family. FIP, name this metropolis on the Ohio 
River. 

CINCINNATI 

10. Now Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, he once fIlibustered against a civil rights bill by reading out the 
Washington, D. C. telephone directory. A third-party candidate for the Presidency in 1948, he switched from the 
Democratic to the Republican party in 1964. FIP, name this (very) senior Senator from South Carolina. 

J. Strom THURMOND 

11. When he was a law clerk to Justice Robert Jackson in the 1950's, he wrote a memo arguing that 'Plessy v. 
Ferguson' should be upheld. Appointed to the Supreme Court by President Nixon, he became famous for the number of 
his lone dissents. FfP, name the current Chief Justice of the United States. 

William REHNQUlST 

12. Following centuries of Ottoman rule, this country became independent in 1912. Ruled by a king with a memorable 
name during the interbellum period, it was invaded by the Italians in the late 1930's. Later, it was one of China's few 
allies during the Sino-Soviet split. FfP, name this Balkan country, the scene of recent political unrest sparked by the 
collapse of a 'pyramid' fmancial scheme. 

ALBANIA 

13. After winning a gold medal in the 1964 Olympics, he embarked on a professional career that spanned 11 years and 
37 fights, of which he lost only four. He reigned as heavyweight champion from 1970 until 1973, when he lost his 
title to George Foreman. Three years later, another severe beating from Foreman damaged an eye and forced him into 
retirement. His three fights with Muhammad Ali, however, cemented his place in boxing history, culminating in 
1975's "Thrilla in Manila", where the two fighters battered each other nearly to exhaustion before Ali staged a 14th
round comeback and won by technical knockout. FfP, name the author of the recent autObiography, "Smokin' Joe". 

Joe FRAZIER 

14. Once thought to stimulate creativity, one of its active ingredients is believed to be thujone, a monoterpene 
convulsant structurally similar to the THC found in marijuana. It has been banned in most countries since the 
beginning of this century, but similar liquids like Ricard and Pernod may still be found. A bright emerald green, it is 
poured over a spoonful of sugar into water, which then turns a milky white as the essential oils precipitate out of the 
alcoholic solution. FfP, name this tipple of choice for Van Gogh and Baudelaire, with the bitter taste of wormwood. 

ABSINTHE 

15. No, Andreas, Jan-Carl, Ulrike and Gudrun were *not* members of ABBA, but they were founding members of this 
other group which achieved fame and notoriety in the 1970s. It started small, setting off bombs in department stores to 
protest against Western capitalism. By 1977, it was terrorizing a nation, murdering in the space of a year the chief 
federal prosecutor, the head of the second-largest bank, and the head of the German Employer's Union. FTP name this 



terrorist group, which, after the suicide of its original leaders, became known by the more official title of the "Red 
Army Faction". 

the _BAADER-MEINHOF _ Gang (accept Red Army Faction until last line) 

16. "Emptiness, emptiness, says the Speaker, emptiness, all is empty. What does man gain from all his labour and his 
toil here under the sun? Generations come and generations go, while the earth endures forever." So begins this book of 
the Old Testament, unusual in the Hebrew Bible for asserting that God and his ways are inscrutable, and that 
recognition of this is the only valid intellectual stance for man. It also contains the famous passage which Pete Seeger 
and, later still, the Byrds refashioned in "Turn! Turn! Turn!", beginning, "For everything its season, and for every 
activity under heaven its time ... " 

17. His only Best Picture Oscar came in 1940, though most of this legendary director's most famous films were yet to 
come. "Rope" was an interesting attempt at creating a film which appeared to be a single, unedited shot, while 1956's 
"The Wrong Man" was a critique of the American justice system. More than any other genre, however, it is the 
mystery movie that audiences have come to identify with him, thanks to masterpieces like "The 39 Steps", 
"Notorious", and "Rear Window". FTP, name him. 

Alfred HITCHCOCK 
Yv'i'S(.OV\.S:>t 

18. Born inMinBesel:a-in 1857, he became a leading figure in the American Institutionalist school of Economics. He 
is believed to have coined the phrase "conspicuous consumption". FTP, name this author of "The Theory of the 
Leisure Class". 

Thorstein VEBLEN 

19. A university in the German town of Jena is named after him. Born in 1759, his plays include "The Maid of 
Orleans", "The Robbers", and "Wallenstein's Death". FTP, name this writer, who is perhaps best known for the poem 
"Ode to Joy", set to music by Beethoven. 

Friedrich SCHILLER 

20. "Ace, watch your head!" hissed Wanda urgently, yet somehow provocatively, through red, full, sensuous lips, but 
he couldn't you know, since nobody can actually watch more than part of his nose or a little cheek or lips if he really 
tries, but he appreciated her warning." This sentence was this year's Grand Prize Winner in an annual contest for which 
the entrants attempt to write the worst possible opening sentence to a novel. The contest is named for this man, famed 
for writing novels filled with purple prose and melodrama; indeed, it was him, not Snoopy, who first began a novel 
with "It was a dark and stormy night." FTP, name this 19th-century English author of the novels "Paul Clifford", 
"Rienzi", and "The Last Days of Pompeii". 

Edward BUL WER-L YTIDN 

21. Recruited by Pontiac in the 1950s, he became manager of Chevrolet in 1970 and then headed GM's North American 
car & truck division. Despite the general expectation that he would become GM's next CEO, he resigned to build what 
he termed an "ethical" sports car in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Despite the nifty gullwing doors, the car was an 
underpowered and technologically unremarkable flop; production ceased after three years, and its creator was soon 
charged with embezzlement. Worse yet, he was tried on charges of conspiracy to distribute cocaine in an attempt to 
save his failing firm. FTP name the author of "On a Clear Day You Can See GM", who was acquitted on all charges 
and retired quietly to New Jersey. 

John Z. DE LOREAN 

22. The frrst steps towards this procedure were taken in 1806, when a Viennese doctor, Philip Bozzini, built a device to 
allow surgeons to illuminate the inside of the human body; however, the problems inherent in introducing a candle 
flame into the patient limited its usefulness. A breakthrough would have to wait until 1982, when miniaturization 
allowed television cameras small enough to be introduced into the human body, and, by 1990, surgeries involving this 



procedure were commonplace. FfP, name this surgical procedure in which a camera is inserted into a small incision in 
the patient. thus permitting the surgeon to operate without having to make a much larger incision to see what he is 
doing. 

LAP AROSCOPY 

23. One of the most famous missions of the Second World War took place on the night of the 16th of May, 1943, 
when 19 Lancaster bombers of 617 Squadron, equipped with a top-secret. rotating cylindrical bomb left England and 
headed for Germany. The bombers flew through heavy fIre to release the bombs over three targeted dams at only sixty 
feet; the bombs skipped upon hitting the water, bouncing over defensive nets before bitting the dams, sinking, and 
blowing them open, severely affecting German industrial production. FfP, give 617 Squadron's unofficial title, also 
that of a book and movie about the raid. 

The DAMBUS1ERS 

24. This company was originally named Swallow Sidecars, but the initials "SS" were rather unpopular in the postwar 
world, causing the name cbange. Its C- and D-type racers dominated the 24 Hours of Le Mans in the 1950s, and its XK 
series and E-type sports cars set the standard for performance into the next decade. FfP name this Coventry car 
company which appeared beaded for oblivion until a 1989 buyout by Ford reversed its fortunes. 

JAGUAR 

25. It is thought that this plant originated in the Kirgiz steppe of Siberia, from whence it made its way to China, 
Europe, and the Middle East. Thought by some to have medicinal properties, its culinary usefulness is unquestioned; 
every year, concoctions of allium sativum in everything from bread to ice cream are showcased at the small California 
town of Gilroy. FfP, name this staple of Italian cooking and raison d'etre for breath mint manufacturers. 

GARLIC 

26. This Ontario-born author has written a novel entitled "The Triumph", co-authored a book on Indian painting, and 
served as US Ambassador to India. He has also held the Paul M. Warburg Chair in Economics at Harvard. FTP, name 
this author of "The Culture of Contentment" and "The Affluent Society". John Kenneth GALBRAITH 

26. 164 white squares, 24 light blue squares, 12 green squares, 8 red squares, and 17 pink squares -- one of which is 
adorned with a star. Arrange them in a particular symmetric pattern and you'll obtain a grid fifteen squares on a side. 
The grid is the playing board for this game, invented by Alfred Butts in 1948, and is played with an accompanying set 
of 100 letter tiles. FfP, name it. 

SCRABBLE 



Questions for BASQUE '97 
By "Doctor D and His Minions" (Dbammika, MEB, Nick) 

BONI: 

1. Given the name of its founder, or an individual wbo was instrumental in its development in the United States, name 
the religious tradition: «5-10-15) 5) Josepb Smith MORMONISM (orLATfER-DAY SAINTS) 10) Samuel Seabury 
EPISCOPAL cburcb 15) Thomas Campbell DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

2. Name the composer from works (30-20-10): 30) Requiem Mass, Four Sacred Pieces, Alzira 20) Luisa Miller, Ernani, 
The Sicilian Vespers 10) Otello, n Trovatore, La Traviata 

Giuseppe VERDI 

3. Given a brief description of their life and work, name the Nobel Laureate in Economic Science (5-10-15): 5) 
Associated with the University of Cbicago for most of bis career, be was an economic adviser to Barry Goldwater in the 
1964 campaign, and was the principal proponent of the theory known as 'monetarism'. Milton FRIEDMAN 10) This 
Austrian scbolar, wbo was related to the pbilosopber Ludwig Wittgenstein, was the author of "The Road to Serfdom", 
and a leading figure in the classical liberal intellectual tradition. Friedricb von HAYEK 15) This Swedisb social 
scientist is best known in the United States for bis classic 1944 work on race relations, entitled 'An American 
Dilemma' Gunnar MYRDAL 

4. Answer these questions about our stellar neigbbors for the stated number of points: a (10) Tbe Alpba Centauri 
ternary system is the closest system to our Sun; this solitary star, named after the astronomer wbo discovered it, is 
next. Anomalies in its proper motion bave led some to postulate that it bas planets. FTP, name this dim star. 
BARNARD'S star b. (5) Next on the list is this dwarf star, the site of the Federation's last stand in the Star Trek 
episode "Best of Both Worlds". F5P, name it. WOLF 359 c. (15) Tbis star isn't nearly as close to us as the previous 
two, but it's probably mucb better known to amateur astronomers. F15P, name the closest Cepbeid variable star to our 
Sun. POLARIS 

5. The field of political pbilosopby was revived in the 1970's after a long period of neglect. Given three of the seminal 
works wbicb sparked this revival, name the author: (10 pts. eacb) a. "A Theory of Justice", 1971 Jobn RAWLS b. 
"Anarcby, State and Utopia", 1974 Robert NOZICK c. "Taking Rigbts Seriously", 1977 Ronald DWORKIN 

6. Identify these works from the Internet Top 100 Science FictionlFantasy List, FTP eacb. a At #5, the most popular 
piece of sbort fiction on the list, this novelette by Daniel Keyes tells the story of a mentally-retarded man's temporary 
rise to genius; it was made into the movie "Cbarly". FTP, name it. FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON b. At #13 comes 
this novel, wbose cbaracters are pilgrims relating their stories as they travel towards their common goal; its format was 
modeled on that of The Canterbury Tales. FTP, identify this Hugo Winner, named after a Keats poem. HYPERION c. 
At #39 comes this Walter Miller classic set in a post-nuclear-bolocaust monastery. FTP, name it. A CANTICLE FOR 
l.EIBOWITZ 

7. Given a list of two or three US Presidents, give the religious afflliation wbicb they bave in common: (10 pts. eacb) 
a. Jobn Adams, Jobn Quincy Adams, Taft UNITARIAN b. Wasbington, Franklin Roosevelt, Busb EPISCOPALIAN 
Hoover, Nixon QUAKER (or Society of FRIENDS) 

8. Name the dramatist from works (30-20-10): 30) The Resistable Rise of Arturo Ui, Mr. Punttila and bis Servant 
Matti 20) Tbe Caucasian Cbalk Circle, The Life of Galileo 10) The Threepenny Opera, Mother Courage Bertholt 
BRECHT 

9. Name the guy, 30-20-10. 30) He proposed that a buge rigbt triangle with sides in the ratio 3:4:5 be constructed 
somewbere on the Earth's surface, so that aliens could see that intelligent life resided bere. With Weber, be laid mucb 
of the foundations for telegrapby. 20) His first real fame came after be deduced the orbit of an asteroid from very scanty 
data While at University, be introduced the method of least squares. 10) Living from 1777-1855, this German was 
considered the greatest mathematician in Europe during bis lifetime; indeed, many consider him the greatest 
mathematician ever. Mucb of bis number theory work was collected in "Disquisitiones Arithmeticae". One of 
Maxwell's equations is usually named for bim. Jobann Carl Friedricb GAUSS 



10. Given the World War II battIe or campaign, name the commander in charge, for the stated number of points. a. (5) 
GelTIlan commander in North Africa for both Battles ofEI Alamein. Field Marshal Erwin ROMMEL b. (10) Admiral of 
the US 5th Fleet during the battle of Leyte Gulf in the Philippines. William (Bull) HALSEY c. (15) German 6th Amly 
commander during Stalingrad. Field Marshal Friedrich von PAULUS 

11. Identify the element from its properties or uses for the stated number of points. a. (5) The presence of this precious 
metal in the K-T boundary layer is a key piece of evidence in Alvarez's theory that a meteor impact killed the dinosaurs. 
IRIDIUM b. (10) This element has the greatest malleability; it can be hammered to very thin sheets without breaking, 
which makes it useful in all sorts of delicate industrial applications. GOLD c. (15) This rare-earth element, named after 
a large geographic region, was used to create red pigment on early color television screens. EUROPIUM 

12. Identify these theorems from calculus for ten points each. a. The statement "If you drive 300 miles over 5 hours, 
there must have been an instant when you were driving exactly 60 mph" is an easy consequence of this theorem, of 
which Rolle's Theorem is a corollary. FfP, name it. The MEAN VALUE theorem. b. One can conclude from this 
theorem that if "a" is a root of both "f' and "g" (where f and g are differentiable at "a"), then the limit as x approaches a 
of the quotient "f of x" over "g of x" equals the limit as x approaches a of the quotient "fprime of x" over "g prime of 
x". L'HOPITAL's or L'HOSPIT AL's RULE c. This theorem named after an Italian mathematician states that, under 
certain conditions, the order in which you evaluate a double integral does not matter. FUBINI's theorem 

13. It's time for the "Embarrassing Deaths" bonus! Given a description, name the person who died for the stated 
number of points. a (5) This true renaissance man of the late 16th century -- he was at once a scientist, philosopher, 
and writer -- wondered whether stuffmg food with snow would preserve it. He went outside with a chicken carcass, but 
froze before the chicken did. Francis BACON b. (10) After marrying a girl named Ildico, he ate and drank gluttonously 
at his wedding feast Sometime during the night, he got a nosebleed, but didn't notice; he subsequently bled to death. 
Name this leader. ATTILA the Hun c. (15) This court composer for Louis XN often collaborated with Moliere; he set 
"Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme" to music. In 1687, while rehearsing musicians, he got a bit too vigorous beating time 
with his staff, and impaled his own foot; he died of the resulting infection. Jean-Baptiste LULL Y 

14.30-15-10. Name the literary character. 30: His creator was purportedly conceived on a peak of the Vosges 
Mountains on the 24th of June, 1801 -- a date you may wish to write down. 15: He is a convicted thief and breaks his 
parole flagrantly; ironically, it is an act of heroism that nearly leads to his recapture. 10: He is the hero of his French 
creator's most famous epic; the date of his author's conception corresponds to the number he wore as a prisoner. 

JeanVAUEAN 

15. Name these political leaders of Congo (folTIlerly known as Zaire) - (5-10-15): 5) The dictator who was ousted in 
1997 after more than 30 years in power. MOBUTU Sese Seko 10) The leader of the rebellion which overthrew the 
above President in 1997 Laurent KABILA 15) The first Prime Minister, who was deposed and murdered in 1961. Patrice 
LUMUMBA 

16. Name the author from works (30-15-10): 30) Rosshalde, Narcissus and Goldmund 15) Siddhartha, Demien 10) The 
Glass Bead Game, Steppenwolf 

HelTIlann HESSE 

17. Name the political philosopher from works (not necessarily published during his lifetime). 30-20-10. 30) Theses 
on Feuerbach, Grundrisse 20) The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon, Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts 
of 1844 10) Das Kapital, The Communist Manifesto 

Karl MARX 

18. And now, the moment you've been waiting for: a beer bonus. Given a description, name the type of beer (10 pts. 
each): a. (10) A brew made with bottom-felTIlenting yeast; comes from a GelTIlan word meaning "to store". LAGER b. 
(10) A spontaneously felTIlented wheat beer brewed only in Belgium. Yeast is not added to the wort directly; instead, 
airborne wild yeast is admitted via air vessels. It is often flavored with raspberries, cherries, or other fruit, and is quite 
expensive. LAMBIC c.(10) A very dark ale made with highly roasted malts. The dry (Irish) version is usually flavored 
with roasted, unmalted barley, making it hoppy, bitter, and strong. STOUT 



19. Name these battles of the ancient world for the stated number of points. a. (5) Alexander completed his siege of 
this island citadel by building a causeway out to it, over which he brought his army. TYRE b. (10) Hannibal 
annihilated 60000 Roman troops by performing a double envelopment. Name this greatest of Hannibal's victories. 
CANNAE c. (15) While Xerxes' invasion of Greece was doomed after his naval loss at Salamis, the Persian land forces 
weren't defeated until this 479 B.C. battle. Name this decisive land battle of the Second Persian Invasion of Greece. 
PLATAEA 

20. Artist, Italian, both, or neither? (5 pts. each) Alberto Giacometti ARTIST (Swiss) Fra Lippo 
Lippi BOTH Constantin Brancusi ARTIST (Romanian) Luigi Galvani 
ITALIAN (scientist) Franco Modigliani ITALIAN (economist) Bernardo O'Higgins 
NEITIIER (Chilean liberator) 

21. The operas of Giuseppe Verdi were often based on the works of major authors. Given an opera, name the author on 
whose plays they are based: 5) Falstaff William SHAKESPEARE 10) Rigoletto Victor HUGO 15) Don Carlo Friedrich 
SCHILLER 

22. There are a handful of countries whuch are named in honor of historical individuals. Name the country, given the 
individual: (5-10-15) 5) Simon Bolivar BOLIVIA 10) Amerigo Vespucci USA 15) Jesus Christ EL SAL V ADOR 

23. Cal Ripken's incredible consecutive-game streak is now over 2400 games old. Lou Gehrig is obviously second at 
2130. For five points each and a five-point bonus for all five, name the next five players on the list. Hints: one held 
the record before Gehrig, one was a longtime Dodger and Padre, one was a great Cub outfielder, one was famed as being 
the hardest player ever to strike out, and one was a Cardinal Hall-of-Famer. Name these five players (in any order). 
Everett SCOTT Steve GARVEY Billy WILLIAMS Joe SEWELL Stan MUSIAL 

24. Given the name of a city, name its major opera house: (5 pts each, with a bonus 5 for all 5 correct): a.New York 
METROPOLITAN b.Milan LA SCALA c.Moscow BOLSHOI, d.San Francisco WAR MEMORIAL e.London 
COVENT GARDEN or ROYAL 

25. Name these Secretaries-General of the United Nations, from brief decriptions: 5-10-15 5) This Egyptian diplomat's 
reappointment was blocked by the United States. Boutros BOUTROS-GHALI 10) After serving at the UN, he became 
President of Austria despite controversy about his role in WWII. Kurt W ALDHElM 15) This Swedish economist was 
killed in a plane crash in 1961 while mediating the dispute in Congo. Dag HAMMARSKJOLD 

26. Given a President, give his middle name (e.g. if I say 'Carter', you say 'Earl') (5-10-15) a Reagan WILSON b. 
Harding GAMALIEL c. Hayes BIRCHARD 


