Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper


Packet Four
The narrator first encounters this man at the Bodley head, where an acquaintance mistakenly calls this character Edwin. He has written a dense book entitled Negotiations, and he reads Shelley in a domino room to break that poet’s even, second-rate rhythm. He calls his book of poems Fungoids, but it only sells three copies and draws a review from his hometown Preston Telegraph. He claims to be a Catholic Diabolist, and he is only fleetingly mentioned in T.K. Nupton’s book written in a strange phonetic alphabet that he reads in the British Museum on June 3, 1997. FTP, name this title character who makes a pact with the Devil to go forward in time to learn if he is famous, only to find he is solely known for being the protagonist of his namesake Max Beerbohm story.
ANSWER: Enoch Soames (accept either) (6) [AH] 

The realism of this play is attacked in Strindberg’s preface to Miss Julie.  In one scene, lover use the distortions of the matchmaker Frosine to communicate while speaking with the title character, while in another, La Fleche accidentally brings that character's son to him to raise money against him.  In its climax, Don Thomas d'Alburcy, known now as Seigneur Anselme, is revealed to be the father of two characters, while its title character insists the magistrate arrest the entire town when his discovers his 10,000 crowns missing, which he recovers after consenting to Elise and Cleante's marriages.  FTP, name this play about Harpagon, a skinflint, by Molière.  

ANSWER: The Miser (or L’Avare) (2) [DL] 

This author described Alfred Jones playing a game in which he draws a cracker at random from a barrel knowing it either contains a check or a bomb in one work, and another work centers on the architect Querry who has become disinterested in life. In addition to Doctor Fischer of Geneva and A Burn-Out Case one of his novels centers on the relationship between Alden Pyle, Thomas Fowler, and Phuong. Yusef uses a letter written to Helen Rolt to blackmail the protagonist against his wife Louise in one of his novels, while another work features the characters Mr. Tench and Coral Fellows and ends when the mestizo betrays the protagonist to “the lieutenant.” FTP, name this British novelist, who wrote about Henry Scobie and “the whiskey priest” in The Heart of the Matter and The Power and the Glory.
ANSWER: Graham Greene (1) [TG] 

A line from this poem provides the title of a play that Martha Gilman Bower claims is substantially incomplete; that play was planned as one of nine plays in the A Tale of Possessors Self-Possessed cycle and is a follow-up to A Touch of the Poet by Eugene O’Neill.  This poem notes that “Year after year beheld the silent toil” that created the title entity, while that entity’s current state causes the speaker to note that its “webs of living gauze no more unfurl.” The title entity is alternately called a “Child of the wandering sea,” and a wrecked “Ship of pearl.”  FTP, name this poem that lauds the “purpled wings” of the title creature before exclaiming “Build me more stately mansions, Oh my soul,” a work about a cephalopod by Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

ANSWER: “The Chambered Nautilus” (2) [AH] 

A housewife who is horrified by the dead, black bugs found in her house each morning comes to find them beautiful in a story by this author, while in another a farmer, his son, and the hired man Big Hans find the title character nearly frozen to death. Those stories, “The Order of Insects” and “The Pedersen Kid,” are collected in a book named for this author’s novella In the Heart of the Heart of the County.  Also known for his criticism, like On Being Blue, this author recently published a long account of his translation of The Duino Elegies called Reading Rilke. FTP name this author of novels like Omensetter’s Luck and The Tunnel and critical works like A Temple of Texts.
ANSWER: William H. Gass (5) [CB] 

In this city, Richard Cantwell courts a nineteen-year-old named Renata before dying of a heart attack in Hemingway’s Across the River and Into the Trees. When Candide reaches this city, he is alarmed to find no Cacambo or Cunegonde, but only a former maidservant working as a prostitute.  Pierre is executed on the wheel after Belvidera and Jaffeir reveal a conspiracy to kill the leaders of this city in a work of Thomas Otway that is titled this city “preserved.”  In another work set in this city, a famous writer observes a fight on the beach from his chair, nearly intervening on the behalf of a boy he has become obsessed with, Tadzio.  FTP, name this city in which Gustav von Aschenbach dies in a work of Thomas Mann, the home of a titular “Merchant” from Shakespeare. 

ANSWER: Venice (1) [AH] 

A pessimistic character in this work claims that life stares with burning eyes at you, scowls and laughs, “until your misery bores him.”  Another character in this work, Amanda Barker, claims that her husband got her pregnant even though he knew she’d die in childbirth.  A mock epic purportedly by Jonathan Swift Somers ends this work, while in another section, a teacher claims that Ruben Pantier is the “boy I loved best of all in the school.”  This collection begins with “The Hill” which questions “Where are” many of the title figures, such as Minerva Jones and Emily Sparks.  FTP, name this book of poetry featuring dead members of an Illinois town speaking a graveyard, a work of Edgar Lee Masters. 

ANSWER: Spoon River Anthology (1) [AH] 

This man wrote a historical novel about a kidnapped Italian who can exchange identities with his Hoja.  Another of his works is interspersed with newspaper columns by Celal, a man whose life is taken over by Galip in an effort to find his runaway wife Ruya, and a recent novel by this man features the murder of a miniaturist painter and references the Shanemah.  His most famous work is a novel that involves the on-stage death of Zaim and features a poet named Ka and a woman named Kadife, who agrees to act in a production of The Spanish Tragedy during which she takes off her headscarf onscreen.  FTP, name this author of My Name is Red and Snow who made waves by talking about the Armenian genocide, a Turkish Nobel Laureate. 

ANSWER: Ferit Orhan Pamuk (4) [AH]


A Donald Barthelme story claims that Kierkegaard was unfair to one of them.  One translated the Bhagavad Gita into Latin and attacked the neoclassicism of Racine’s Phedre in favor of Euripides' treatment, while the other wrote the tragedy Alarcos, the philological study On the Language and Wisdom of India, and a novel that includes “The Apprenticeship for Manhood,” based on his marriage to Dorotea Veit, titled Lucinde.  Together, they founded the journal Athenaeum in 1798, where they coined the term “Romanticism.”  They share their surname with three sisters who court the Wilcoxes in a Forster novel.  FTP, give the last name of Helen, Tibby, and Margaret in Howard’s End and the brother critics Friedrich and August.
ANSWER: the Schlegels (4) [DL] 

The short story “The Day After Superman Died” fictionalizes this man’s death from exposure on a train track in Mexico in 1968. Ken Kesey wrote that story about this man who piloted the “Furthur” from California to New York City. He authored the unfinished autobiography The First Third as well as a rambling missive of thousands of words known as the “Joan Anderson Letter” which inspired the theory of spontaneous prose popularized by a friend who fictionalized him as Cody Pomeray in two novels. The driver of the van in Tom Wolfe’s The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test, FTP name this muse of the Beats perhaps best known for being depicted in On the Road as Dean Moriarty. 

ANSWER: Neal Cassady (3) [CB] 

In scene one a conversation about mixing jelly into rice pudding evolves into a discussion of Newton’s laws of motion, and one of the main characters explains that she dislikes Cleopatra because she sacrificed things for love. One character finds his turtle Lightning under a bed, while the mute Gus is double cast at Lord Augustus. Lady Croom objects to Richard Noakes’ plan for Sidley Park, and ultimately a passage in a garden book proves that an infected monkey bite killed Ezra Chater, and not Lord Byron as Bernard Nightingale hypothesized. Featuring Hannah Jarvis, Septimas Hodge, and Thomasina Coverley, FTP, name this time-hopping play written by Tom Stoppard.
ANSWER: Arcadia (3) [TG] 

The protagonist of this work uses the word “hatless” to describe nakedness, and his sexual activity results in an abnormal pregnancy.  One character in this work lost a husband and small daughter to a natural disaster, and at the novel’s end, the protagonist becomes engrossed with a water trap that he set up to ensnare a crow.  The protagonist rides a train to the ocean on an excursion to collect insects as the novel opens, and in the climactic scene he is offered freedom in exchange for having sex in public.  The central character climbs a rope ladder to a house in a depression, only to find he cannot escape and has been forced into a life of shoveling sand.  FTP, name this novel featuring Niki Jumpei and the nameless title female, a retelling of the Sisyphus story by Kobo Abe. 

ANSWER: The Woman in the Dunes or Suna no onna (3) [AH] 

William Empson’s Seven Types of Ambiguity praises this form for the flexibility and unity of its interlocking parts.  Its rhyme scheme expanded and was influenced by rhyme royal, which its creator used in The Fowre Hymns. It regained popularity among the Romantics, as it is used throughout Keats’s “Eve of St. Agnes,” Byron’s “Child Harold’s Pilgrimmage,” and Shelley’s “Adonais.”  It was first and most famously used in a poem dedicated to the “Great Lady of the Greatest Isle” in which it describes a knight who “on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore.”  Ending with an alexandrine following two quatrains of pentameter, FTP, name this stanza created by, and named for, the author of The Faerie Queen. 

ANSWER: Spenserian stanzas (2) [DL] 

This person's early work includes a title which claims to be a newspaper misspelling, “The Man-Moth,” from the anthology Trial Balances. Some works in the collection A Cold Spring, the author’s second book, chronicles the lesbian relationship she began in Brazil and remained in until her lover’s suicide in 1969. One of her best-known poems compares the “rainbow, rainbow, rainbow” the speaker sees on the title creature to those she sees in the oily bilge water at the bottom of the boat in which the speaker sits. Known for poems on animals like “The Armadillo” and “Pink Dog,” FTP, name this friend and correspondent of Robert Lowell best known for her lyric, “The Fish.” 

ANSWER: Elizabeth Bishop (4) [CB] 

In one of this author’s novels, the death of stepson Pavel Isaev leads Fyodor Dostoyevsky to think of the Orpheus myth.  His first novel features interwoven novellas, one a 1760s colonial narrative of a man named Jacobus, an actual distant relative of this author, and the other detailing the State Department during the Vietnam War.  He wrote a work in which Susan Barton falls in love after being rescued by the title character along with the tongueless Friday.  His protagonists include a college professor who sleeps with one of his students, David Lurie, and a titular hare-lipped gardener during the apartheid era, and his works include Foe and Waiting for the Barbarians.  FTP, name this author of Disgrace and Life and Times of Michael K. 

ANSWER: John Maxwell Coetzee (1) [AH] 

James Hlavsa notes that this novel's 21 chapters align with those in the Gospel of John.  It ends with a story told by a Tennessee furniture dealer about picking up two of its characters, which occurs shortly after the protagonist is shot and castrated by Percy Grimm.  It begins when one half of that couple, Byron Bunch, is confused with Lucas Burch, who the pregnant Lena Grove left Doane’s Mill to find, but it soon shifts focus to Reverend Hightower and the burning of Joanna Burden’s estate, where Burch, under the name Joe Brown, had stayed with an orphan who had fled the McEacharns at the instigation of a janitor who tells him of his half-black heritage. FTP, name this novel about Joe Christmas, by William Faulkner.

ANSWER: Light in August (2) [DL] 

Paolo Alatri wrote a biography of this man that centers on his correspondence with lawyer Alfredo Felici and is subtitled “The Dark Flame.”  Like Silvio Pellico, he wrote a tragedy called Francesca da Rimini, and he drew on the Abruzzi peasant life for his play The Daughter of Jorio.  His best-known novel features a man who thought his wife’s feet were too ordinary and became captivated by the suicides of a blonde man on a terrace in the park and his uncle, and he wrote of his affair with Eleanora Duse in the novel The Flame of Life.  FTP, name this poet and novelist who wrote about Giorgio grabbing Ippolita and casting them onto the rocks of the seashore in The Triumph of Death, a fascist from Italy. 

ANSWER: Gabriele D’Annunzio (4) [AH] 

After quarreling with an officer that he compares to Gogol’s Lt. Pirogov, this work's narrator considers buying a beaver collar and sending a parody of the officer to Fatherland Notes.  This occurs in its second part, which contains two epigraphs from N.A. Nekrasov, where the narrator discusses wet snow and borrows money from his valet Anton to join Simonov at dinner.  That narrator earlier alludes to Turgenev by noting that twice two is four with or without his free will, though he anticipates his reader’s objections by claiming that he gets joy from the pains in his tooth and liver.  FTP, name this work beginning, “I am a sick man, I am a spiteful man,” a proto-existentialist novella by Fyodor Dostoevsky. 

ANSWER: Notes from the Underground (2) (Zapìski iz pòdpol'ja) [DL]

