Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper
Packet Tossups 

This novel ends with the protagonist have a nightmarish dream in which his wife and neighbor argue over who gets to bathe him.  One character in this work invented but did not patent hydraulic cement and flood control valves, but he lost the profits to opportunists.  A snobbish character who writes for eastern literary magazines carries on an affair with Frank Sargent that leads to her daughter Agnes’s drowning death in Idaho, and her husband never touches her again after the incident.  The protagonist’s only child is named Rodman, and he is a former history professor at Berkeley who reconstructs the lives of his grandparents through a series of letters he finds.  FTP, name this novel about Susan, Lyman, and the engineer Oliver Ward, a work of Wallace Stegner. 

ANSWER: Angle of Repose (4) [AH] 

It opens with a lengthy digression warning suspicion of the faculty of understanding, exemplified by a layman unable to accurately draw two walls forming a right angle. Its last lines exalt a poet in whose work “we shall see proofs of design and self-supporting arrangement,” and the author claims that “the tiger spirit [is] not so awake” in one character as in another who becomes “unsexed.” The title event is compared to the distant sound of wheels during a national hero’s funeral procession, and to the first stirring after a woman has fainted, because it similarly interrupts a moment of inhumanity. FTP, name this work of criticism by Thomas De Quincey that discusses an event succeeding the murder of King Duncan in a Shakespearean work. 

ANSWER: “On the Knocking at the Gate in Macbeth” (4) [AH] 

Two characters in this work used to pretend to pilot a deserted car near their home; one driving, the other describing the scenery.  One character sets an alarm so that he can prepare a foot bath for the other, who works as a gatekeeper.  Both of the central characters dress in a set of fancy clothes bought from money saved to buy a farm, and one abruptly calls his companion a “swartgat” as they role-play “white gentleman” and “black menial.”  Their pen pal is a white woman who eventually reveals she is engaged, Ethel Lange, and this play features two siblings, the dark-skinned Zachariah and the fair-skinned Morris, who can pass for white.  FTP, name this play whose title entity is defined as “the bond between brothers,” a work of Athol Fugard. 

ANSWER: The Blood Knot (4) [AH]

He answered questions about his most famous work in the essay “Fable,” which is found in a work which also contains “Billy the Kid” and the title essay about Thermopylae, “The Hot Gates.”  He wrote about Rick L. Tucker, who attempts to become Wilfred Barclay’s official biographer in his “The Paper Men.”  One of this man’s title characters manned The Wildebeest and believed he had kicked off his seaboots, but in an ending similar to An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge, it is revealed that he drowned almost instantly.  This author’s works include The Spire, The Inheritors, and Pincher Martin.  FTP, name this author who chronicled the travails of Jack, Ralph, and Piggy after their plane crashed on a deserted island in Lord of the Flies. 

ANSWER: Sir William Gerald Golding (1) [AH] 

It begins by noting that a Liddell Hart work attributes to “torrential rains” the success that the protagonist died for.  After inferring that Victor Runeberg is dead, the protagonist sets off to a location he found in the phonebook.  One character tells an anecdote in which an army wins a battle for contradictory reasons from a work that another character calls “a shapeless mass of contradictory rough drafts.”  In a ploy to reveal the location of a Belgian artillery group, the protagonist shoots sinologist Dr. Stephen Albert just before his capture by Captain Richard Madden.  FTP, name this work in which the German spy Yu Tsun discovers that his grandfather Ts’ui Pen’s titular labyrinth is a novel, a short story of Jorge Luis Borges. 

ANSWER: “The Garden of Forking Paths” or “El jardin de senderos que se bifurcan” (2) [AH] 

Its protagonist’s sister-in-law Monica helps take care of his child, and a photo of his wife reminds him of spending ten and elevenpence on her blue dress.  The protagonist worries that he should call himself Malone, and daydreams that English critics praise the “wistful sadness” that pervades his “easy and graceful verse.”  Later, he is interrupted as he tries to describe his melancholy on the Grattan Bridge.  Most of the story takes place at Corless’s, where three watered-down whiskeys and a strong cigar excite the protagonist into confidently stating that Ignatius Gallaher will marry.  Its protagonist is often paired with the child-beating Farrington of Counterparts because he screams at his infant after a spasm of fright.  FTP, name this story from Dubliners that features Little Chandler.
ANSWER: “A Little Cloud” (5) [AH] 
Its protagonist observes a dog’s footprints in cement and the letter H stenciled on a brick wall on his “timeless” walk homeward. At school, that character daydreams through Miss Robinson’s discussion of the equator and observes a pattern of freckles that looks exactly like the Big Dipper on his classmate Astrid’s neck. The protagonist tells his doctor and worried parents that he isn’t himself because he’s “thinking” before running upstairs and screaming “Mother! Go away! I hate you!” The protagonist is startled to see bare cobblestones after jumping out of bed one morning, and begins to hear the mailman’s muffled footsteps starting closer to his house each day. FTP, name this short story in which Paul Hasleman allows the title flurries to consume him, a work of Conrad Aiken. 
ANSWER: “Silent Snow, Secret Snow” (6) [AH] 

This man defeats the scaly giant Endriago in Constantinople after quarreling with Lisuarte and leaving England; earlier, he passes under the Arch of Faithful Lovers in the Insola Firme.  The ninth book about him shows his adventures in Greece, while the fifth described the exploits of his son Esplandian, who was the result of his affair with Oriana.   Most famously, the priest Pero Perez uses all but the first four books about this son of Perion and Elisena, first published by Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo in 1510, to start a fire that also burns Don Olivante of Laura, hoping it will cure Don Quixote’s madness.  FTP, name this greatest of Iberian chivalric heroes. 

ANSWER: Amadis of Gaul (Amadis de Gaula) (5) [DL] 

As a child, this work’s narrator got “more entertainment and terror out...plain furniture than most children could find in a toy store,” fitting for a self-styled writer. The narrator later states that the title subject portrays a “debased Romanesque with delirium tremens” with its “horizontal breadth [used as] a frieze.” The title object is intact only on one end of the room, and the narrator describes a smooch at shoulder height running through it into which she later puts her shoulder when creeping about at night. Ending with Dr. John fainting after the protagonist comes out of the title object, FTP, name this story about the treatment of post-partum depression by Charlotte Perkins Gilman? 

ANSWER: “The Yellow Wallpaper” (3) [CB] 

A collection of his largely octosyllabic poems were translated by Richard Howard and printed with this man’s prose work on Brueghel’s Massacre of the Innocents.  The central family’s patriarch is a blind grandfather who is left to grope in the dark at the end of one of his works, and several members of the family are all sure they hear someone entering the house and sharpening a scythe in this man’s The Intruder.   The protagonists Tyltyl and Mytyl are given a magic green hat that transforms that allows them to see the world as it really is in one of his works, and a graveyard transforms into a lush garden.  In another of his works, Golaud kills the title figures after they have an affair behind his back.  FTP, name this author of The Blue Bird and Pelleas and Melisande. 

ANSWER: Maurice Maeterlinck (2) [AH] 

The protagonist and his wife are beaten with rocks and broken bottles and buried up to their necks in the ground before an eagle rescues them.  A man named Invisible Pawn enthusiastically completes farm labors in this work, and a Curious Creature in this novel rented body parts to appear as a handsome gentleman, but is really just a skull in disguise.  The protagonist’s wife bears him a child from her thumb, and they abandon the insufferable rascal with some musical dudes named Drum, Dance, and Song.  The protagonist visits Wraith-Island, Unreturnable Heaven’s Town, and Red-Town before finally arriving at Deads’ Town.  FTP, name this novel in which the narrator attempts to retrieve his tapster of a particular beverage from the dead, a work of Amos Tutuola. 

ANSWER: The Palm-Wine Drinkard and His Dead Palm-Wine Tapster in the Deads’ Town (2) [AH] 

At the outset of this work, the narrator notes his conflicting feelings between something clamped down upon the will of prostrate peoples and driving a bayonet into a priest's guts. It is only after a woman shoos away naked children with a switch that the narrator believes the ravaging of the bazaar. Refusing to be laughed at if he were to fail, the narrator accomplishes the title action while he realizes that "when the white man turns tyrant it is his own freedom that he destroys," after which he can only hear the roar of glee from the Burmans. The narrator learns that the title creature took thirty more minutes to die after taking the title action with his Winchester rifle at the end of, FTP, which essay by George Orwell?
ANSWER: "Shooting an Elephant" (4) [DJ] 

Quotes attributed to this man begin each chapter subsection of Alejo Carpentier’s Explosion in a Cathedral, and an Andrey Voznesensky poem that invokes “the embers of the cities on the snows of the year 1941” opens and closes with the line “I am” this man.  The seventh stanza of Baudelaire’s Beacons mentions “naked children / Tempting demons by loosening their stockings” and “fetuses roasting on the spit” and is dedicated to this man, “nightmare of unknown things.”  In another poem, the speaker notes that this man’s figures “writhe upon the page / in a veritable rage / of adversity,” at the exact moment they first attained the title of “suffering humanity.”  FTP, name this painter whose “greatest scenes” are the subject of a poem in Lawrence Ferlinghetti’s A Coney Island of the Mind. 

ANSWER: Francisco Jose de Goya y Lucientes (5) [AH] 

An impotent character begins this work by admitting his desperation with being "reined up in old language and old assumptions."  A magistrate in the legal system convinces one character to see another in this work; her name is Hesther Salomon.  Taking place in the Rokesby Hospital in England, this play suggests that the patient's insanity may have come from being forbidden from watching television by his father or the hanging of a poster with the Christ loaded down with chains. However, it becomes clear that it is the protagonist’s obsession with the title character that prevents him from consummating a relationship, driving him to blind Nugget and five fellow creatures with a metal spike. Dysart tells Alan Strang that he won't gallop anymore in, FTP, which Peter Shaffer play that recently starred Daniel Radcliffe?
ANSWER: Equus (3) [DJ] 

Radcliffe Squires claims that this character's self emerges neurotically, yet triumphant.  In the A.R. Gurney play based on this work, its title character’s failure as a public defender and husband to Emily help instigate his final act.  The speaker of this poem describes the “people on the pavement” who “went without the meat and cursed the bread” but get “fluttered pulses” when the title character says “Good morning” to them.  Though that title character is “quietly arrayed,” he is “a gentleman from sole to crown/ Clean favored and imperially slim,” and everyone wishes they were in his place until the final couplet.   FTP, name this poem about a rich guy who “puts a bullet through his head,” by Edwin Arlington Robinson.  

ANSWER: “Richard Cory” (2) [DL] 

Jacques Derrida’s book Glas [glah] counterposes a column of text by Hegel with a column of text analyzing works by this writer. The title epithet of the protagonist of the first of his novels comes from that drag queen’s pinning of a rose near his genitals when servicing clients.  Another of his novels features the narrator’s masochistic homosexual relationship with a Nazi soldier. Better-known works include one in which Village, Archibald, and others  reenact the rape and murder of a white woman, rendering ironic its subtitle of “A Clown Show.” FTP name this author of Our Lady of the Flowers, The Miracle of the Rose, and absurdist plays like The Blacks and The Balcony. 

ANSWER: Jean Genet (4) [CB] 

In a collection named for this poem, a man walks home “As a madman shakes a dead geranium” and sees a street-lamp sputter, mutter, and tell him to “Regard” a specific woman; that poem is “Rhapsody on a Windy Night.” This poem refers to a phenomenon that “rubs its back upon the window-panes,” and the speaker notes that certain times of the day sleep so peacefully before revising himself to say that they may malinger.  Its speaker questions whether he dare eat a peach or part his hair from behind after he dismisses comparisons of himself with John the Baptist and Hamlet, likening himself more to the Fool.  Set on an evening “spread out against the sky / Like a patient etherised on a table,” and taking place during a party during which “women come and go / Talking of Michelangelo, FTP, name this poem in which the title character claims to have measured his life “in coffee spoons,” a work of T.S. Eliot. 

ANSWER: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (prompt on “Prufrock”) (1) [AH] 

A holy man goes through Holy Week as he slowly dies, finally suffering a hemorrhage on Good Friday, in this man’s story “The Bishop.”  A rural doctor learns to hate the upper class after his child dies and Aboguin forces him to rush to see his dying wife, who was really just pretending so that she could elope when Aboguin left, in his “Enemies.”  He wrote of a young lawyer who voluntarily imprisons himself for fifteen years within a banker’s gardenhouse in an attempt to win two million monetary units, but leaves five minutes early because of his hatred for humanity.  In addition to “The Bet,” he wrote of Ivan Ivanich’s brother Nikolai, who deludes himself into thinking his titular fruit bushes produce a good yield in “Gooseberries” and Gurov and Anna Sergeevna carry on a deleterious affair in his “Lady with a Lapdog.”  FTP, name this Russian author who also wrote plays like The Seagull. 

ANSWER: Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (2) [AH] 
