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Packet One


Its first footnote cites “Huizinga on the late Middle Ages [and] Febvre on 16th century France,” as particularly insightful historical studies.  Its author claims that a “lazy two-page sketch” in Christopher Isherwood’s The World in the Evening is the only literary treatment of the titular entity.  It differentiates between the naïve and deliberate forms of the title entity, noting that the pure kind is always naïve, while the self-aware form is “usually less satisfying.”  Its tenth thesis notes that the titular entity “sees everything in quotation marks,” while the 58th and final postulate claims that the ultimate statement of that entity is that “it’s good because it’s awful.”  FTP, name this work describing the beliefs of an ironic aesthetic, one of the most famous essays of Susan Sontag’s Against Interpretation. 

ANSWER: “Notes on ‘Camp’” (6) [AH] 

A priest named Father Felician helps bury the protagonist’s father after he drops dead, causing her to sink in a swoon.  A Shawnee Indian woman in this work tells the story of Lilinau, who pined and sought out a bridegroom named Mowis, even though he was made of snow and had melted.  The protagonist of this work lingers at unmarked graves, wondering if they contain her lover, and she is followed dutifully by a notary’s son named Baptiste.  At its beginning, this poem is set in the peaceful village of Grand-Pré, and it begins, “This is the forest primeval.”  FTP, name this poem that stars Gabriel Lajeunesse and the Bellefontaines, a work about some Acadians migrating to Louisiana by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 

ANSWER: Evangeline, A Tale of Acadie (2) [AH] 

Because she enabled her creator to negotiate the anxiety between her writing and her in a patriarchal society, Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar title their most famous work for her.  In one novel, she is known as Antoinette and must deal with the machinations of her cousin Daniel Cosway.  The title character of the work in which she first appeared initially believes her actions to be caused by Grace Poole, but only when her brother Richard stops a wedding does she realize that this woman’s periodic escapes caused the Thornfield fire and eventual blindness of her would-be husband.  FTP, name this title character of The Madwoman in the Attic, the protagonist of Wide Sargasso Sea and first wife of Edward Rochester in Jane Eyre.  
ANSWER: Bertha Mason Rochester (accept either; accept "Antoinette" early) (2) [DL] 

One character in this work claims that common sense is lost on those who are “too much of a man or too much of a woman.”  The protagonist’s father, his lover’s husband, and his father’s former mistress all once owned a black bowl that spurred the protagonist to lose his virginity to a woman twenty year older than him.  The protagonist decides that Yukiko is an auspicious match for him because of a bundled kerchief designed with the titular pattern, and this novel begins in Kamakura at the Engakuji Temple.  FTP, name this novel whose protagonist is the bachelor Kikuji Mitani, a work that centers on the traditional Japanese tea ceremony by Yasunari Kawabata. 

ANSWER: Thousand Cranes or Sembazuru (2) [AH] 
A female character in this work claims to have married a suicidal South American diplomat and a gold miner from the Urals.  The protagonist is left lounging on the lawn while his wife goes to see the feeding of some sled dogs, and a rough mountaineer known as “the bear-killer” is one of the central characters.  A sinister figure in black often appears, the Sister of Mercy, and the protagonist’s wife Maia cancels a sea voyage to go into the mountain with Ulfheim.  The protagonist earned his fame by creating the piece “The Resurrection Day,” and he gets buried in the snow at the work’s end with his love and former model, Irene von Satow.  FTP, name this play about the sculptor Arnold Rubek, a work by Henrik Ibsen. 

ANSWER: When We Dead Awaken or Naar vi dode vaagner (3) [AH] 

One of them is confused by a note that the other leaves saying “We’re all out of cornflakes, F.U.”  Their poker buddies Murray, Vinny, Roy, and Speed become worried about the latter when they find his pill bottle empty and receive a suicide telegram, though he has only been wandering about New York crying about Frances.  Later, the Pigeon sisters, Cecily and Gwendolyn, comfort him, thus ruining the double date the other half of this pair set up.  The action begins when this newswriter and sportswriter duo separate from their wives and move in together.  FTP, name this ill-matched Neil Simon pair comprising Oscar Madison and Felix Ungar.

ANSWER: The Odd Couple (accept Oscar Madison and Felix Ungar early) (1) [DL] 

While the title character of this work is away on a Mediterranean cruise, a former friend of the family that lives at Copsley, who has since become a member of Parliament, has worked to make his love interest's book The Princess Egeria a literary triumph. However, she later repays the favor by selling his secrets about the new revolutionary plans of the prime minister, forcing him to retaliate by marrying Constance Asper. This all takes place in the aftermath of the actions of Mrs. Wathin, who attempts to bring her back to Augustus Warwick, who, because her association with Lord Dannisburgh, had earlier accused her of infidelity. Instead of returning to her father's old home in the titular location, the title character defends herself against those claims and stays with the ill Lady Emma before agreeing to marry Thomas Redworth. FTP, identify this psychological-realist novel of George Meredith.
ANSWER: Diana of the Crossways (5) [DJ] 

A meal of turnip greens and soapy-tasting dessert powder sees the introduction of the Cornelius family in this man’s short story Disorder and Early Sorrow, while the cynicism of such audience members as the piano teacher and the critic is contrasted with that of the piano player Bibi Saccellaphylaccas in his The Infant Prodigy. The verse epic Gregorius vom Stein forms the basis of his novel The Holy Sinner.  The titular protagonist of another of his novels was influenced heavily by a performance of the actor Müller Rose, while another title protagonist gives a copy of Friedrich Schiller’s Don Carlos to his friend Hans Hansen. FTP, name this author of Confessions of Felix Krull, Confidence Man and Tonio Kroger, as well as Mario and the Magician and Buddenbrooks. 

ANSWER: Paul Thomas Mann (accept Disorder and Early Sorrow before “this man”) (2) [RC]

In one scene, the domestics Dora and Mrs. Wendel get letters from Switzerland and Sweden, the former from the butler Gustave and the latter asking for money.  Lord and Lady Ferncliffe, for whom its title event is planned, never arrive; just before it, gold-digger Kitty discusses a book that claims all professions will be replaced by machines, which Carlotta Vance says she’ll never have to worry about.   Its main plot involves Oliver’s desire to dump his stock in shipping to Dan Packard, prompting him to be invited to the title event.  The suicide of actor Larry Renault delays Millicent Jordan’s party for a half-hour in, FTP, what George Kaufman-Edna Ferber play about New York socialites?
ANSWER: Dinner at Eight (4) [DL]

In a work containing the section “Brown River Smile,” this adjective modifies the title “Meridian.”  In addition to that work by Jean Toomer, this word describes a “period” of a character who is employed under Yoshoto, an aspiring artist named De Daumier-Smith in a Salinger short story.  Father Brown shatters windows and switches signs for fruits at a market to get Aristide Valentin to follow him and arrest a tall man posing as another priest in a Chesterton story titled after a cross of this color.  Pat Scully owns the title edifice of this color at which the Gambler kills the Swede.  FTP, name this color that titles a hotel in a work by Stephen Crane. 

ANSWER: blue (2) [AH] 

A minor episode in this novel describes a five-year-old struck savagely by her mother because she cannot properly tie her shoes.  The protagonist was born backwards and with six fingers, and as a child his inattentiveness led to a calf and his father drowning.  That character alienates his neighbors by hiring a lawyer to collect on overdue bills, after which his dog is killed and his son Anand horrified.  Its protagonist’s eldest daughter Savi provides for his family at the end of this work.  Much of the novel is set at Hanuman House, where the protagonist’s wife Shama and her bullying family, the Tulsis, drive the protagonist to buy a shoddy property in Port of Spain.  FTP, name this novel whose title character Mohun realizes his dream of owning a home, a work set in Trinidad by V.S. Naipaul. 

ANSWER: A House for Mr. Biswas (2) [AH] 

One character in this work gets chewed out by a relative in a diatribe that turns into a rant about history, art, responsibility, and manners that culminates with a condemnation of “enshrined mediocrity.”  The central female character is initially engaged to a man named Walter Wade, and the male protagonist lusts after his secretary Sharon Kincaid.  Those two journey to Chicago by train and attempt to have sex in the sleeper car after the woman fails to commit suicide by drinking whisky and pentobarbital.  FTP, name this book about the search for meaning of Kate Cutrer and Binx Bolling, who often venture to the cinema, a work of Walker Percy. 

ANSWER: The Moviegoer (4) [AH] 

He noted that “the sweetest hours that e’er I spend/Are spent among the lasses” in “Green Grow the Rashes,” which appeared in his first book of poems with “To a Mountain Daisy” and “Hallowe’en.”  Hie poetic religious critiques include a work noting that “A robe of seeming truth and trust/Hid crafty Observation,” “Holy Fair,” and one where the title character, a church elder, apologizes to God for drunkenly beating his wife Lizzie.  The addressee of a more famous poem “art no thy-lane” because “the best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men/ Gang aft a-gley.”  Name this poet of “Holy Willie’s Prayer,” “To a Mouse” and “Auld Lang Syne.”

ANSWER: Robert Burns (1) [DL] 

One character in this work secures a dinner with a beautiful girl when he earns the pity of her father by claiming that his leg constantly aches from a wound sustained in the Flemish Wars.  A woman named Chispa sings a comically vulgar song while two characters chase away serenaders with swords.  The plot of this work is resolved when Philip II rides into the titular location, where a standoff has developed between the military and the townsfolk, culminating in the anonymous garroting of a criminal in his jail cell.  After Captain Don Alvaro de Ataide rapes the beautiful Isabel, the protagonist of this work is told that he’s won an election.  FTP, Pedro Crespo is the titular government official of what play by Pedro Calderon de la Barca? 

ANSWER: El alcalde de Zalamea or The Mayor of Zalamea (5) [AH] 

He resurrected the nearly forgotten dramatist of Ralph Roister Doister in one of his novels, and that novel sees Thomas Culpepper and the titular woman seek the protection of the Duke of Norfolk.  In addition to that historical work about Henry VIII and Katherine Howard, The Fifth Queen, this man wrote a novel in which the protagonist’s wife won’t bang him because she says she’s sick, but it turns out she’s just having an affair with Ashburnham.  In another of his works, the protagonist’s wife Sylvia flagrantly cheats on him while he carries on an affair with Valentine Wannop.  FTP, name this man who wrote about John Dowell and the “Last English Tory,” Christopher Tietjens, in The Good Soldier and Parade’s End.
ANSWER: Ford Madox Ford or Ford Madox Hueffer (3) [AH] 

This man’s most notable work was translated into English in three volumes by Samuel Laing in 1844.  One of his collections translates literally as “Orb of the World” and begins by tracing a certain family’s lineage to a great wizard from the Black Sea region.  That work centers around a section that retells the transformation from Viking conqueror to studious statesman of St. Olaf.  This man is generally regarded as the author of a poem about Egil Skallagrimsson, and his other output includes a collection of tales about Norwegian kings known as the Heimskringla.  FTP, name this author of a work containing such sections as verse-form list Hattatal and the Deluding of Gylfi, the Prose Edda. 

ANSWER: Snorri Sturluson (prompt on "Sturluson") (2) [AH] 

One character in it dreams of failing to negotiate with a giant destructive adenoid and maintains a giant banana tree in his lodgings.  An early section of this work explores possible meanings of the phrase “You never did the Kenosha Kid,” and later its protagonist whips starlet Magherita Erdmann, hears the song “The Penis That Wasn’t His Own,” and runs into his Soviet doppelganger Tchitcherine during his extensive searches for the Schwergerat device that Colonel Blicero eventually places, with his slave Gottfried, into the 00000 V2.  Beginning “A screaming comes across the sky,” FTP, name this 1973 novel about the adventures of Lt. Tyrone Slothrop by Thomas Pynchon. 

ANSWER: Gravity’s Rainbow (2) [DL] 

The protagonist of this work seeks an undefined utopia that he calls a “kibbutz of desire.”  A lengthy philosophical discussion of acoustics is initiated by Gregorovius, and the protagonist lives for a time with Gekrepten while he works with Traveler’s wife Talita at a circus that becomes a mental asylum.  The central character falls in with the Serpent Club in Paris, where he meets his love interest and her baby, Rocamadour, who dies in a pivotal scene.  The protagonist visits a favorite author of the Club after that man is run down by a car, and that author, Morelli, explains how to write an anti-novel in later chapters.  FTP, name this novel featuring La Maga and Horacio Oliveira with a “table of instructions” and 99 “expendable” chapters, a work of Jose Cortazar. 

ANSWER: Hopscotch or Rayuela (4) [AH] 

