The beginning of this period is clearly marked by the proclamation of the Taiho Code, which, among other things, specified that the capital would no longer be moved on the death of the emperor.  During this period, the first works of Japanese literature begin to appear and Buddhism was firmly established as the state religion.  Other important events during this period include the founding of the Mt. Hei monasteries and rise of the shoen system.  For ten points, name this period of Japanese history from 710 AD to 794 AD, preceding the Heian period and named for the new, more permanent capital of Japan.

ANSWER: the Nara Period
The Hodgkin-Huxley Model of these structures was created following experimentation with ones taken from giant squid. Though they often form bundles, individual ones of them are typically about one micrometer across, though in some cases can be over a millimeter in length. Messages transmitted along these structures travel via saltation, jumping over the myelin sheath along the Nodes of Ranvier. FTP, identify these structures of neurons, which differ from dendrites in that nerve cells possess only one.

ANSWER: Axon(s)
In it, a blond man with a comb over tells Shadrack that no one would feed him forever and then has him put into a straitjacket. While preparing a peck of green beans, Hannah asks her mother Eva if she ever loved her as a child, and Eva responds “no.” The novel is mostly set in Medallion, Ohio, and has an unusual holiday called National Suicide Day. Jude, Nel's husband, has an affair with the title character and proceeds to leave his wife afterwards. For ten points, name this work by Toni Morrison about an ambiguous friendship. 

ANSWER: Sula
While it is usually understood today to be calling for a soprano recorder, the routh one , and the sixth one is notable for having no violin parts. A hunting horn begins this set of pieces, which are noted for their unusual instrumentation The harpsichord is also notable in the third, in which its part may call for improvisation. The second, most performed one of these features solos by violin, recorder, oboe, and trumpet. In that movement, the orchestra accompanies the soloists in pizzicato except for five measures, which include long, sustained chords. For ten points, name this set of six concerti grossi by Johann Sebastien Bach.

ANSWER: Brandenburg Concertos
Famous bridges at this collegiate university founded in the early 1200s include the Mathematical Bridge and Clare Bridge.  Famous alumnus include Charles Babbage, Sir Francis Bacon, John Milton , and C. S. Lewis.  Even for famous is a graduate of Trinity College and warden of the royal mints, Issac Newton.  FTP, name this English university, which was founded by students from Oxford who left that university and came the this town located on the River Cam.

ANSWER: Cambridge
According to one legend, it was the offspring of Styx and Pallas, and its blood was used to tip the arrows that killed Nessus.  Having the body of a serpent, and its greatest advantage was taken away from it when Ioalus used a torch to cauterize its open wounds. It was finally dealt with when a hero crushed its last head with a club, buried it, and rolled a boulder over the hole. Eventually slain by Heracles in his second labor, FTP, name this monster, which regenerated two heads for each that was cut off. 

ANSWER: The Lernean Hydra

He was born with the name Bronshtein and adopted his more famous name when he first escaped exile in Siberia. During his second stint in captivity he developed his ideas of permanent revolution. During the Russian Civil War he held the position of war commissar and was responsible for building the Red Army. Despite being close to Lenin he didn't succeed him and took an ice pick to the back of the head a few years later in Mexico. For ten points, name this Soviet revolutionary leader who was outmaneuvered and later killed by Stalin.

ANSWER: Trotsky

The son of the employer in this novel, Curley, always kept his hand in a glove full of Vaseline to keep it soft for his bride, a woman of somewhat dubious virtue who is later unintentionally killed by one of the protagonists. This pattern of unintentional violence is continuous; numerous small rodents and a puppy also fall victim. Like many of the author’s other works, this one is set in Salinas, California; specifically on a ranch. One of the two main characters deludes the other into thinking there is a chance that they will someday own a farm with rabbits. For ten points, identify this Steinbeck work about George and Lenny. 

ANSWER: Of Mice and Men
Born a slave in 1864, he was raised by his former owners after slavery was abolished.  He lived with various foster families as a youth, due to his desire to attend high school.  He was accepted into Simpson College, but later transferred and obtained his undergraduate and master's degree at Iowa State.  More famously, he was asked to lead the Agricultural Department at the then new Tuskegee University by Booker T. Washington.  For ten points, name this man, who suggested sweet potatoes and peanuts be rotated with cotton, an idea which helped Southern agriculture recover from cotton monoculture and invented or originated several hundred uses for those crops.

ANSWER: George Washington Carver

This highly fertile area is crossed by the low Vendalia and Tandilia mountain ranges. Very few trees are found as a result of frequent fires, except along major waterways. Divided into three regions, the humid region includes the eastern Buenos Aires province and southern Entre Rios Province, and the Uruguayan Savannah region includes all of the nation of Uruguay and part of southern Brazil. FTP, identify this region that occupies much of Argentina, north of the Patagonia and to the south of the Gran Chaco.

ANSWER: Las Pampas
This man observed a dichotomy between social statics and social dynamics, and also wrote the book Course of Positive Philosophy. This sociologist is associated with his model of society as having gone through theological, metaphysical, and scientific phases, which unsurprisingly bears the name “Law of Three Phases.” FTP, identify this French sociologist, a logical positivist who coined the term “sociology.”

ANSWER: Auguste Comte
His work The Ebony Tower was inspired by a translation of a lay by Marie de France. His debut novel is about Ferdinand Clegg, who, upon winning the lottery, kidnaps the girl he has been stalking and keeps her in the basement of his new house. In 1977, he released a revised version of a work based on his own experiences teaching on the Greek island of Spetsae, called The Magus. His second wife shares the first name with the heroine of his 1969 novel about the Victorian era. For ten points, name this British writer best known for The French Lieutenant's Woman. 

ANSWER: John Fowles

He pictures himself as part of the world in a Robert Burns poem, and remembers how his dead younger brother wrote poems on a baseball glove. He finds happiness watching a little girl on a carousel, and is disappointed in his older brother. Formerly of Pencey Prep, his prematurely graying hair sets him apart from his classmates. In the work in which he appears, he is recounting his experiences to a psychiatrist, and relates the events of his trip to New York City, where he meets an old teacher and eventually his sister. The older brother of Phoebe, for ten points, name this protagonist of J.D. Salinger’s novel The Catcher in the Rye. 

ANSWER: Holden Caulfield

Suddenly decelerated particles undergo bremsstrahlung, an electromagnetic form of this. Nuclear reactors have a characteristic blue glow because of the Cherenkov variety, while a form associated with black holes is named for Stephen Hawking. The beta variety consists of electrons or positrons, while the alpha variety is ejected Helium nuclei. For ten points, identify this physical phenomenon in which energy is emitted in the form of waves or particles.

ANSWER: Radiation
A four-sided die is shaved so that the probability of rolling a 2 or 4 is twice that of rolling a 1 or 3. This die is rolled twice. Calculate the probability that the sum of the rolls is 3. It may help you to note that there are only two ways to roll 3 and that the probability of rolling any number is either one-sixth or one-third. FTP, find this probability as a fraction in lowest terms.

ANSWER: 1/9
The Clementine literature holds that, during a disputation with this person, Simon Magus [MAJ-us] died. The Pauline epistles generally refer to this saint as Kephas [KEY-fus] or Cephas [SEE-fus], while the Gospel of John frequently prefixes his original name of Simon to his better-known name. Jesus metaphorically calls this Apostle the rock on which the church will be built. FTP, name this legendary first Pope and namesake of the Basilica of Vatican City.

ANSWER: Saint Peter the Apostle (prompt on Simeon or Simon or Kephas or Cephas)
