DUCK Bowl VI

Packet by Stan Jastrzebski and Eric Berman

ROUND 4 Toss-Ups

1. This character’s rendition of the Brit rock song “Whole Wide World” gave new popularity to its original artist, Wreckless Eric, in 2006.  The book featuring him opens with a description of his wristwatch, which has the ability to send him messages and eventually saves his life.  He falls in love with baker and Harvard law dropout Ana Pascal while auditing her business, but still fears author Karen Eiffel will end her latest novel with his demise.  FTP, who is this man played by Will Ferrell in “Stranger Than Fiction”?

A: Harold Crick

2. The main character wakes up dazed with a policeman who knows his name standing over him.  The cop says the man can leave if he can pick up and walk away.  He gets on the subway and only then remembers the drunken bar fight at the Rollin’ Pin which left him outside in the first place.  Eventually, he makes it back to his partner, who kisses him and makes him realize what a great relationship he has.  He then utters the title question as he ponders how to change.  FTP, this describes what anthem from The Who?

A: Who Are You?

3. It’s credited with being the first product to offer a discount coupon, soon after its invention in 1897. It doesn’t actually contain either of the foods in its name – it got its name from a sugar formed during the baking of wheat and malted barley, and from the flavor its inventor thought it had. It was one of Jack Benny’s sponsors in the ‘40s. In the ‘60s, it used the slogan “Fills you up, not out.” In the ‘70s, natural-food advocate Euell (Yule) Gibbons became its TV pitchman, promoting it as “The Back-to-Nature Cereal.” FTP, name this not-really-fruit-flavored cereal created by C.W. Post, and still sold under the Post label.

A: Grape-Nuts
4. The Washington Senators’ final game ended with one, and there were 13 in 1884 alone, but it’s happened just ten times since 1925. The Louisville Colonels did it in 1895 when they ran out of baseballs, while Hall of Famer Wilbert Robinson once caused one by refusing to return the ball to the pitcher. 12 have been called against teams who refused to tag anybody out or otherwise delayed the game in hopes of getting a rainout or curfew. Three of the last four have come on promotions gone horribly wrong: a souvenir baseball giveaway at Dodger Stadium in 1995, Ten-Cent Beer Night in Cleveland in 1974, and the White Sox’s Disco Demolition Night. FTP, name this once-common baseball occurrence, resulting in a final score of 9-0.

A: forfeit

5. Henry and Phoebe collaborated on 14 screenplays from 1944 to 1963, including “Carousel,” “There’s No Business Like Show Business” and “Desk Set.” Their daughter Amy shared a writing credit on 1998’s “Bela Donna.” Her sister Delia co-wrote the screenplay for “The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants,” and shares six more screenwriting credits with a third sister, who also directed those films…including “Michael,” “Mixed Nuts,” “Bewitched” and “You’ve Got Mail.” FTP, name this screenwriting family whose best-known member is writer and director Nora.

A: Ephron
6. Born in December, 1984, she speaks fluent Portuguese because she was raised by her Portuguese nanny.  After being rejected by Harvard, she went to Yale and had an affair with literature professor Asher Fleming, which lasted until he died.  She succeeded boyfriend Doyle McMaster as editor-in-chief of the Yale Daily News, but was ousted by the staff for being too strict.  FTP, who is this ultra-serious student and best friend to Rory, played by Liza Weil (while) on Gilmore Girls?

A: Paris Gellar (accept either)
7. Budd Lynch is the public address announcer at this stadium, which was originally given the appellation “Warehouse” because of its barren interior.  Taking over for Olympia Stadium, it saw its first goal when Brian Sutter scored in a 3-to-2 Blues win over the home team in December of 1979.  FTP, what is this NHL arena which includes banners retiring numbers for players like Ted Lindsay and Alex Delvecchio (del-VECK-ee-oh), named for a famous boxer from Detroit?

A: Joe Louis Arena

8. The band played some gigs in 2004 and 2005 as “The Dangermen” and released a disc of covers under that name.  Previously, they’d been known as The North London Invaders and Morris and the Minors, before settling on the name which made the band.  Their first 20 singles all made the top 20 in Britain, but only two, including “It Must Be Love” were top 40 in the States.  FTP, what proto-ska band is most remembered today for its 1982 smash “Our House”?

A: Madness

9. The film’s conflict is set in motion when the local police officer, Sawyer, is beaten as he searches for the Osceola brothers, a pair of prison escapees.  That leaves the family of slain army officer George Temple alone in the family hotel with his commanding officer, Frank McCloud.  McCloud has come to inform the boy’s father, played by Edward G. Robinson, of his son’s death.  When a hurricane stops mobster Johnny Rocco from making a connection with a counterfeiter he’s snuck into the country to meet, he forces McCloud to use his boat to take the mob back to Cuba.  FTP, what geographically named movie then sees Humphrey Bogart, as McCloud, kill Rocco and his men aboard the boat to save the day?
A: Key Largo

10. The originals were Cloe (clo-ee), Yasmin, Sasha and Jade. Their collections in the six years since their debut include Play Sportz,. Forever Diamonds, and Space Angelz. Their first movie, “Starrin’ and Stylin’,” went straight to video, but Paula Abdul will join them in a live-action theatrical feature this year. They’ve also got their own collectible card game, their own Sony mobile phone, and their own CD, “Rock Angelz,” which inspired a video game starring them as globetrotting magazine reporters. FTP, name this fashion-obsessed line of dolls.

A: Bratz

11. It debuted in 1956 with a Rod Serling adaptation of the novel “Forbidden Area”. The next year, it abandoned its live broadcasts in favor of videotape. Memorable productions in its five-season run included “The Comedian,” “The Helen Morgan Story,” “Judgment at Nuremberg” and “The Miracle Worker.” But most TV historians believe it peaked early, with its second broadcast, Serling’s “Requiem for a Heavyweight.” FTP, what is this CBS anthology series which won the Emmy for best single program of the year or outstanding drama in each of its first four seasons, and took its name from the minutes allotted for its time slot?
A: Playhouse 90

12. After a brief stint as press secretary for Caxton Wheeler’s presidential campaign, he wrote an acclaimed biography of the western artist Edgar Arthur Tharp, Junior. Both those jobs came after a stellar career at the News-Tribune, where he exposed the police chief as a drug kingpin running the drug trade at The Beach. In his final story, he broke the story of the murder of Collins Aviation executive vice-president Alan Stanwyk, omitting Stanwyk’s failed attempt to fake his death by murdering him instead. In the course of his career, he’s used pseudonyms including Freddie Arbuthnot, Geoffrey Armistad, Arnold Babar, John Cocktoston (cock-TOE-stun), Harry Truman, Igor Stravinsky and Ted Nugent. FTP, who is this investigative-reporter hero of eleven books by Gregory McDonald, and of two movies starring Chevy Chase?
A: Irwin Maurice Fletcher

13. King Charles II issued an edict that his variety was to be allowed in all public places. A second type got its name from France’s Bretagne (bret-ON) region, where it was developed. A third got its name from its use in hunting woodcocks. The English springer has been the Best in Show at six Westminster Dog Shows. FTP, what is this class of hunting dog whose varieties include the Clumber, Sussex, Brittany and cocker?
A: spaniel

14. A documentary about this band, called “Cottonfields and Crossroads”, debuted at the 2006 SXSW Film Festival.  Fans of the band, which hails from San Angelo, Texas, have taken to calling themselves “Loopies”.  Close friends with Willie Nelson, the band won the 2005 Grammy for Best Pop Vocal Group.  FTP, what is this group whose 2006 offering “Sacred” spawned singles like “My Way”, and which found earlier success with songs like “Heaven” and “I Don’t Want To Lose Your Love”?

A: Los Lonely Boys

15. AUDIO TOSSUP:

FTP, name the person heard here: 

A: James Earnst “Jim” Mora (grudgingly accept “Jim Mora Senior”)

16. The person’s first title role was alongside “The Groovy Goolies” in an animated 1970 TV series before being spun off into her own show.  In a 1996 TV movie version, her last name was changed to Sawyer.  The format was so popular, later films of her adventures in Rome and “Down Under” were released.  The series which spawned those movies saw her aunts, Zelda and Hilda, played by Beth Broderick and Caroline Rhea (ray) and her cat Salem voiced by Nick Bakay (buh-ky).  FTP, this describes what Teenage Witch most famously played by Melissa Joan Hart?

A: Sabrina Spellman (accept either)

17. A 1942 graduate of the University of the Pacific, he served under George Patton in the Battle of the Bulge.  He later became program director at Atlanta radio station WJZZ and in 2006 wrote a jazz opera based on John Steinbeck’s “Cannery Row”.  Before that, he’d become famous for a series of albums recorded on college campuses, like “Jazz at Oberlin” and for his “Jazz Impressions” of locales including Eurasia and New York.  FTP, who is this pianist, known for his inventive time signatures in pieces like “Blue Rondo a la Turk”, “Pick Up Sticks” and “Take Five”?

A: Dave Brubeck

18. His Famous Comedians School gave would-be standups valuable tips like the proper use of the rim shot. In his film debut, he played a campaign aide working with Cybill Shepherd in "Taxi Driver." About the same time, he completed the last of seven short films for "Saturday Night Live," and three years later, completed his first feature, the mock documentary "Real Life," but he didn't receive an Oscar nomination until he played ace TV reporter Aaron Altman in "Broadcast News." FTP, who is this comedian, writer and director, whose films include "Looking for Comedy in the Muslim World," "Defending Your Life" and "Lost in America"?
A: Albert Brooks

19. First seen during a 1945 game between Columbia and Fordham, it appeared at the urging of NCAA rules committee member Howard Hobson and student Julian Rice.  At halftime of the game, about 70 percent of people polled said they liked it, though using it for free throws following so-called “long fouls” eventually died out.  FTP, what is this innovation which some claim has led to a decrease in scoring and which is found between 22 feet and 23 feet, 9 inches from the center of an NBA hoop?

A: Three-point line (prompt on “three-pointer” or equivalent before “free throws”)

20. His home was destroyed by a hurricane in 2001. That was 24 years after he made the cover of Sports Illustrated, posing with Detroit Tigers pitcher Mark Fidrych. He had a cameo in “The Muppet Movie,” but it wasn’t until 1985 that he landed his first starring role in a movie, with a social worker shipping him off to Ocean View, Illinois, to live with the Dodo family. But his greatest fame has come on TV, where he’s appeared on “Hollywood Squares” and “Deal or No Deal,” made an appearance with First Lady Abbey Bartlet, and has been a regular on the same series since 1969. Matt Vogel now plays him in the “Journey to Ernie” segment, but Caroll Spinney is still inside the suit much of the time. FTP, who is this eight-foot-tall resident of the nest behind 123 Sesame Street.

A: Big Bird

