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This Week in History
Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Matt Larson and the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team

Final editing by: Andrew R. Juhl and the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team

Description:  Questions about things that happened this week in history.

Tossups

1. A co-owner of a Wisconsin record store, he decided to run for Grant County sheriff this year, putting him in a race against Republican and 10-year-incumbent Keith Grovier and Democrat and 16-year-employee of the department Doug Vesperman.  However, to draw attention to his candidacy, he had his name legally changed from William Fenrick.  No explanation was given for why he didn’t pick the surname of Taylor or if he’ll leave for a job in Mount Pilot.  FTP, identify this would-be-sheriff who changed his name to that of the portrayer of Matlock.

ANS:  Andy Griffith
2. The original controversy surrounding it resulted in Victor Ninov’s firing and a delay of recognition for Albert Ghiorso (jee-orso).  Scientists in Dubna, Russia observed it to have a half-life of 0.89 milliseconds.  It is presumably a gas and could presumably form stable oxides, because it is likely more reactive than xenon or radon.  Formed by colliding calcium with californium, name, FTP, the newest atomic element and first artificial noble gas. 

ANS: ununoctium (yun-un-octium) or element 118
3. Sufferers of this disease heard good news on Tuesday when the FDA approved Januvia.  Swiss-based Novartis AG has a similar drug, Galvus, which is also awaiting approval. The drug works like older drugs, only it shows less probability to cause weight gain. The pill blocks production of the enzyme DPP-4 and increases levels of a hormone that triggers the pancreas to produce more insulin to process blood sugar. FTP Januvia and Galvus are both designed to treat the Type 2 form of what disease that affects 20 million Americans.
ANS:  Type II Diabetes
4. A DVD on this person’s life begins on April 2, 2005, when a pen and a book converse about his whereabouts. The narrative is carried on by two doves, Piccolo and Fiona, who notify the pen and book that the man they look for has died. From that point on, the talking doves, pen and book take the viewer through a cartoon version of his life, from his birth in Poland through his election and his 27-year term in office. FTP, the DVD is available in 8 languages, no doubt every one of them spoken fluently by the cartoon’s subject, the predecessor to Benedict XVI.
ANS:  Pope John Paul II or Pope Johannes Paulus II or Karol Wojtyla
5. An uncredited role in Waiting to Exhale.  The objective of Tommy Lee Jones’ team in U.S. Marshals.  Bobby Rayburn, the Robert de Niro-stalked baseball player in The Fan.  With John Leguizamo and Patrick Swayze, a drag queen in To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar.  Villain Simon Phoenix in Demolition Man and the titular hero of Passenger 57.  Along with Willie Mays Hays, FTP these are the roles of what man, indicted for tax fraud on Tuesday, perhaps most famous for portraying the Daywalker, Blade, in the trilogy of the same name?

ANS: Wesley Snipes
6. On October 16, Rodney Holm, a member of this group, filed a petition for certiorari seeking review of his 2003 conviction for crimes related to his membership. His attorneys seek to limit the ruling in Reynolds v. US, which allowed the state to ban conduct which his group maintains is essential. Their headquarters have recently moved to Texas due to pressure from the law in Arizona and Utah, and the group's leader, Warren Jeffs, was arrested on August 28. FTP, name this group, which split from the Mormons in 1935 and continues to endorse polygamy. 
ANS:  Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or FLDS)
7. Despite objections from this country’s government, the central bank will still put bills into circulation in November on which the word ‘bank’ is misspelled.  The error, which can be found on new 2,000 and 5,000 tenge notes, has been attributed to the nation’s switch back from Russian to its native language.  However, in light of current pop culture associations, FTP, it makes it even harder for what nation to shake off their image as anti-semitic mysogenists, an image put forward by the character Borat Sagdiyev.

ANS:  Kazakhstan
8. Allegedly, he tried to stop his wife from breastfeeding their daughter Beatrice, telling her “they are my breasts.”  He also supposedly forced her to cancel surgery because it interfered with his vacation plan, and is purportedly an alcoholic and heavy drug user who refused to stop abusing substances despite promising to do so before his wedding.  Finally, he is accused of abusing his ex-wife on four separate occasions, including once where he stabbed her with a broken wine bottle.  FTP, identify this ex-Beatle whose marriage to Heather Mills was a bit contentious.
ANS:  Paul McCartney 
9. It was announced this week that he would be hosting an Israeli-produced reality show in order to find a protégé.  The format, which he describes as being like “American Idol”, will keep the performers that are “most riveting and amazing,” although viewers with “intuitive powers” are welcome to call in and compete.  He declined to elaborate on what supernatural skills the contestants claim to have, or whether clairvoyants are taking part.  FTP, identify this friend of Michael Jackson who is looking for a spoon-bending, clock-halting partner.

ANS:  Uri Gellar
10. When it debuted in 1985, it was hailed by some as futuristic, while others derided it as a “jellybean” or “flying potato.”  By 1992 it had become the best-selling car in America, unseating the Honda Accord, and held that spot until 1997 when it was in turn unseated by the Toyota Camry.  It was created when the company’s European division noticed Americans were moving away from gas guzzlers, but now, FTP, what Ford model is being phased out because of low sales versus SUVs, pick up trucks, and larger sedans?

ANS:  Ford Taurus
11. State holidays here include Martyrs' Day, which honors those who died during the revolution of 1963, and John Chilembwe Day, which celebrates an early freedom fighter.  A heavily agricultural nation, it has been affected by drought and economic instability, leading to a food crisis in 2005 caused by a poor harvest.  However, it has made the news recently for different reasons.  FTP, name this African nation, formerly known as Nyasaland, which recently made headlines by allegedly streamlining its adoption process for Guy Ritchie and his wife, Madonna.
ANS:  Malawi
12. He was given an honorary degree by the University of Waikato this week, the same university where a scholarship is endowed in his name.  The only living New Zealander to have his picture on a banknote, he devotes much of his time and energy to the Himalayan Trust, an organization which builds schools and hospitals for the Sherpas of Nepal.  FTP, identify this 87-year-old who became famous in 1953 along with Tenzing Norgay by becoming the first humans to successfully scale Mt. Everest.

ANS:  Sir Edmund Hillary
13. It is codified in article one, section nine of the Constitution, and the Supreme Court has widened and narrowed its application over the years, broadening it during the Warren Court but rolling it back during the Rehnquist court.  It was suspended in 1861 in Maryland and parts of Indiana, leading to a series of famoue Ex Parte Supreme Court cases.  FTP, identify this legal mechanism by which an unlawfully detained prisoner can petition the courts for release, suspended once again for non-citizens by the Military Commissions Act of 2006.
ANS:  habeas corpus
14. According to a government policy written in August but released to the press this week, it has been declared essential to national defense.  The U.S. has re-affirmed what they believe their rights are in this region, and, if necessary, it will deny access to the region to nations it deems hostile.  Declaring it as important as air and sea supremacy, the U.S. nevertheless also reaffirmed that it will only use the region for surveillance and monitoring activities.  FTP, identify this final frontier which begins where the atmosphere of the planet Earth ends.
ANS:  space
15. On October 20, this university's marching band was invited to perform the National Anthem at Game 3 of the World Series. Athletic stars for the university have included Steve Finley, Dave Stieb, and Walt Frazier. Founded in 1869 as a teachers' college, it now features multiple campuses:  Edwardsville is home to the business and nursing colleges, with a school of dental medicine at Alton, the main school of medicine is in Springfield, and the main campus is located at Carbondale. FTP, name this university, whose athletic teams are known as the Salukis.
ANS:  Southern Illinois University or SIU
16. His first foreign posting was to New Delhi, and he served two different stints at his nation’s embassy in Washington.  In 1995 he became Deputy Minister for Policy Planning, and in 1996 became National Security Advisor.  He rose all the way to Vice Minister in 2000, but was serving as Foreign Policy Advisor to South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun when he was elected to his next post.  FTP, identify this Korean diplomat who will succeed Kofi Annan as Secretary General of the U.N. on January 1.

ANS:  Ban Ki-moon
17. This product’s creators were forced to backtrack this week after they accused the EU of intentionally causing delays in the product’s release.  The company claimed in July that the EU had expressed concerns over bundling of certain products, and that they were ready to make any changes to this product necessary for European release.  Now, however, Microsoft said they were happy with the “guidance” offered by the EU.  FTP, identify this new Microsoft operating system due Real Soon Now, formerly known as Microsoft Longhorn.
ANS: Microsoft Windows Vista
18. The notion that it was possible was put forth in a paper from Duke University in May, and the first step towards it was taken this week with a copper cylinder the beneficiary.  It makes use of new materials which deflect microwaves around and behind it, much like water flowing around a rock in a stream.  Scientists say the microwave experiment proves it is possible with visible light, but the engineering task ahead is daunting.  FTP, identify this object which Harry Potter uses to sneak around Hogwarts undetected which took a step closer to becoming reality this week.


ANS:  invisibility cloak (Accept close equivalents)

19. Born in the same Iranian town as Mohammed Khatami, his family fled in 1951.  In 1969 at the age of 24, he became the youngest mayor in his country, being elected in the town of Kiryat Malachi.  From this early success he rose through the political ranks; holding the positions of transport minister, minister of tourism and deputy prime minister under Benjamin Netanyahu. The first Likud party member to hold the Israeli presidency, FTP, name this man who, it was announced on Oct. 16, will likely be indicted for sexual harassment and rape.
ANS: Moshe Katsav

20. He is about to become the centerpiece of the Republican push to keep control of Congress, with his ad set to begin airing Sunday on the news networks.  In the ad, he and his top deputy are seen speaking, but not heard – the only sound is a ticking clock as the quotes attributed to he and his top deputy appear in print on screen and then fade away, leaving key passages onscreen to reinforce the message to the viewer.  FTP, identify this main Republican re-election aid, better known as the founder and financier of Al Qaeda and the most wanted man in the world.


ANS: Osama bin Laden
21. They plan on having peace talks with the ruling government on October 28 and 29.  However, violent clashes have intensified this week, including a suicide raid on the southern city of Galle, and a naval clash in the Jaffna region on Friday.  They began fighting for independence in 1983, and the recent violence has prompted the government to increase security around Colombo.  For ten points, identify this group of rebels based in Sri Lanka.
ANS: Tamil Tigers (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam)
Bonuses – This Week in History
1. Answer these questions about the newest find from the Brenham meteorite fall for ten points each. 


A. Over seven tons have been recovered from the Brenham field in what U.S. state? 

ANS: Kansas 

B. The newest find, which weighs 154 pounds (70 kilograms), was found using what observation method? 

ANS: radar 

C. The meteorite is this rare kind of meteorite, known for its composition of peridot crystals embedded in iron and/or nickel.  One specimen was stolen by Lex Luthor in “Superman Returns.” 

ANS: pallasite
2. FTSNOP, answer these questions about a subway accident. (No, Jared didn’t trip and fall into the hot meatballs, we’re talking about a real subway.)
A.  For 5 - Mayor Walter Vitrioni of this city first feared a terrorist attack, but was later reassured that it was a train malfunction. 
ANS:  Rome or Roma
B. For 10 - The red carpets were rolled up in respect of the dead, but the main attractions went on for the inaugural edition of this event featuring works such as “Fur,” “Alatriste,” and “Napoleon and I.”
ANS:  Festa de Roma or Rome Film Festival
C. For 15 - The subway accident occurred at this station named for the plaza where it is located. The plaza takes its name from the son of Charles Albert of Piedmont and Sardinia.
ANS:  Plaza Victor Emmanuel II or Vittorio Emanuele II  
 
3. Answer these questions about the goings on at the UN, FTSNOP.
A. For 5 each - After many votes, neither of these two nations have obtained the two-thirds votes required to replace Argentina and fill the Latin America seat on the UN Security Council.
ANS:  Guatemala, Venezuela
B. For 5 each - Name any two of the four nations that will replace Tanzania, Japan, Denmark and Greece on the Security Council.
ANS:  South Africa, Indonesia, Italy or Belgium
C. For 10 - Name the other Latin American nation that will hold its seat until Dec. 31, 2007.
ANS:  Peru
4. The government released its list of the ten most fuel-efficient 2007 model vehicles on the road.  Answer the following about it, 5-10-15.

A. For 5 - At #1 was this Toyota hybrid vehicle, clocking in at 60 mpg in the city and 51 mpg on the highway.

ANS:  Toyota Prius
B. For 10 - The hybrid version of this Ford SUV hit the list twice – the front-wheel drive version was the fourth best, while the four-wheel-drive version tied for tenth.

ANS:  Ford Escape
C. For 15 - Of the twelve different models which make up the list, ten were products of Toyota, Honda, or Ford.  Name either of the other two automakers to land a spot on the list - one at #8, one at #9.

ANS:  Hyundai Accent (#8), Kia Rio (#9)

5. Answer these questions about the odd week 6 of the NFL FTPE.

A. After much anticipation, this was finally used by Larry Johnson to make a tackle in the Steelers Chiefs game.
ANS: Troy Polamalu’s hair
B. This built referee seemed to be the only one in Edward Jones stadium that knew there was no ten-second run off for an illegal formation penalty, a key event at the end of the Rams Seahawks game.
ANS: Ed Hochuli
C. All of the previously winless teams going into last week won; except for this Art Shell coached team.
ANS: Oakland Raiders (accept either)
6. Movies released on DVD on Tuesday the 17th 5-10-15.

A. For 5 - Bruce Willis and Gary Shandling voice woodland creatures fighting against suburbia in this Dreamworks CGI movie.
ANS: Over the Hedge
B. For 10 - This Vince Vaughn and Jennifer Aniston vehicle revolves around a couple’s fight over a Chicago apartment following the title event.
ANS: The Break-Up
C. For 15 - Released on DVD as a 25th anniversary special, this movie about John Reed won Warren Beatty the 1981 Oscar for Best Director.
ANS:  Reds
7. Recently, the African National Congress has made several announcements.  Answer these questions about three such statements, FTP each.
A. The ANC has announced formal criticism and a desire to take power from the elected coalition headed by Mayor Helen Zille (ZILL-uh) of this major South African city.
ANS: Cape Town
B. At the Empire Theater in Johannesburg, the ANC is continuing the celebration of "100 Years of Satyagraha" (SAH-tyah-GRAH-hah) in honor of this man's work begun there in 1906.
ANS: Mohandas K. "Mahatma" Gandhi
C. On October 19, President Thomas Mbeki, (MBEH-kee) as well as Mozambican President Armando Guebuza (gay-BOO-zah) will dedicate a monument commemorating the 20th anniversary of the border plane crash which took the life of this first president of Mozambique.
ANS: Samora Moisés Machel (sah-MOE-rah moy-SAYS mah-SHELL)
8. FTSNOP, answer the following about a corporate snafu.

A. For 5 - This popular line of mp3 players hit a bump this week when Apple shipped some out with a malicious virus already on the player.

ANS:  Video iPod
B. For 15 - This was the virus which Apple’s contract manufacturer somehow didn’t notice on the iPods as they shipped to stores, prompting 25 complaints by Wednesday morning.

ANS:  RavMonE.exe

C. For 10 - Apple did take great pains to assure customers that it would not affect this Mac operating system.

ANS:  Mac OS X
9. Lots of people are in a position to put a hole in a Picasso and get away with it… lots of people named Steve Wynn, anyway.  Answer the following, ten each.

A. Wynn owns this Picasso original, a woman wearing red and yellow beads and a blue shawl but nothing over her exposed left breast as she sleeps.
ANS:  The Dream or La Reve
B. Wynn was prepared to sell The Dream for $139 million, which would have broken the previous record for a private sale, topping this painter’s 1907 Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I.

ANS:  Gustav Klimt
C. Wynn amassed the fortune necessary to buy and ruin a Picasso through casino development in Las Vegas, including this fountainside casino, centerpiece of the remake of Ocean’s Eleven.
ANS:  The Bellagio

10. Ahh, tensions in eastern Africa.  FTSNOP, answer the following.

A. For 10 - These two nations, one of which became independent of the other in 1993, are on the brink of war again after the smaller one moved troops and tanks into a U.N. controlled buffer zone along the border.

ANS:  Ethiopia, Eritrea (It’s all or nothing, not 5 per part)
B. For 5 - The two nations are also at odds over the civil war in this neighboring country, with Eritrea backing the Muslim insurgency and Ethiopia recognizing the government in Mogadishu.

ANS:  Somalia
C. For 15 - This prime minister of Ethiopia assured Parliament in a speech on Thursday that he had sent advisors to help the Somali government, but no actual Ethiopian troops.
ANS:  Meles Zenawi

11. On Sunday, a 6.7 magnitude earthquake rattled the big island of Hawai’i.  For ten points each, answer the following.

A. President Bush declared parts of Hawai'i a major disaster area after the earthquake, making them eligible to receive aid from FEMA, headed by this man who took over from Mike Brown.

ANS:  David Paulison
B. This governor of Hawai'i, already worried about her own re-election, has declared a state of emergency for parts of the state.

ANS:  Linda Lingle 
C. Rockslides and sinkholes have closed roads on the island of Hawai'i and this other island, the second-largest in the archipelago, where the quake registered a Force VI on the Mercalli scale.

ANS:  Maui
12. Answer these questions about movies being released this weekend.
A. This director of Marie Antoinette, opening this weekend, announced this week that she is seven months pregnant.  
ANS: Sofia Coppola
B. Christopher Nolan's film The Prestige, out this weekend, is named after the third "act" of a magic trick--the surprise at the end.  F5PE, give the name for either of the other two "acts": the magician showing you something ordinary, and the magician making the ordinary thing do something extraordinary. 
ANS: The Pledge, The Turn
C. Alison Lohman stars in this coming-of-age film, based on a similarly titled book by Mary O'Hara.

ANS: Flicka (do not accept: "My Friend Flicka") 
13. NFL fans breathed a sigh of relief this week when a plot to blow up a bunch of stadiums turned out to be a hoax.  FTSNOP, answer the following.

A. For 15 – this grocery store clerk from Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, surrendered to the U.S. Marshal’s service on Thursday after making the threat over 40 times in a month.


ANS:  Jake Brahm
B. For 5 – Brahm’s “plot” involved detonation of this type of device, consisting of nuclear material placed on top of conventional explosives so it could be scattered.


ANS:  dirty bomb
C. For 10 – Identify any two of the seven NFL markets threatened by Brahm, 5 points each.

ANS:  Miami, Atlanta, Seattle, Houston, Cleveland, Oakland, New York
14. Identify the show, 30-20-10.

30. Ahmet Zappa said this week he is writing a treatment to turn this program into a live-action full-length movie musical.
20. Zappa was looking for help with his own project, Mighty McFearless, when a conversation with Lisa Henson inspired him to turn to this project instead.

10. The basic story involves Gobo, Wembley, Mokey, Boober, and Red traveling into the human world.  No word on the Doozers’ role in the film.



ANS:  Fraggle Rock
15. Good news for Jeffrey Lundgren – his pending execution is once again floating, and not fixed to a date.  Answer the following, 5-10-15.

A. For 5 – Lundgren wanted his execution delayed so he could join a class-action suit claiming this most common U.S. method of execution was cruel and unjust.


ANS:  lethal injection
B. For 10 – Lundgren claims that it would be particularly cruel in his case due to two related conditions.  Name either.

ANS:  obesity, diabetes (Accept equivalents for obesity.)  (Yes, it’s a diabetes heavy packet)

C. For 15 – Lundgren led a cult of former Mormons in this Ohio town, famed itself for its Mormon past.


ANS: Kirtland, Ohio

16. Fight fight fight!  Answer the following about a brawl over something meaningful, 5-10-15.

A. For 5 – Cory Favreau pled guilty this week to hitting his mother in the head with a novelty bike chain during an argument over this Ryan Seacrest-hosted talent show.



ANS:  American Idol
B. For 10 – Favreau reportedly hit his mother because she signaled a preference for this songstress, runner up to Taylor Hicks in the fifth season of the show.



ANS:  Katherine McPhee
C. For 15 – Hopefully Favreau’s mother doesn’t play this debut McPhee single while Cory is home.  Maybe she just plays the B side, “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”



ANS:  “My Destiny”

17. Answer these questions about the much-anticipated and undersold Playstation 3 premiere for the stated number of points.

A. For 10 - To draw attention to its Blu-ray DVD system, Sony is packaging complimentary copies of the DVD for this August 2006 comedy hit.

ANS: Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby
B. For 15 - One of the 21 launch titles is this game, previously known as I-8.  This Insomniac game takes place in 1951 of an alternate history where, instead of World War II happening, an unknown species known as the Chimera overran the Earth.
ANS: Resistance: The Fall of Man
C. For 5 - The slate of 21 launch titles also includes this uber-popular sports game, which came out on many other platforms of August 22, 2006.
ANS: Madden NFL 07
18. On Friday this week, federal prosecutors announced that they would not continue bringing trials against him.  Answer the following, 10 each.

A. Who is this man, the defendant of three mistrials, son of a famous Mafia boss?
ANS: John A. Gotti or Junior Gotti

B. Some of the charges against Gotti claimed that he ordered the 1992 kidnapping of the head of this citizen’s justice/vigilante group, known for their trademark red jackets and berets.

ANS:  Guardian Angels
C. The Guardian Angels were founded by this man, host of a radio show with ultra-liberal attorney Ron Kuby, and frequent populist conservative commentator.


ANS:  Curtis Sliwa

19. As the World Series begins so begins the firing and hiring season in the MLB.  Answer these questions about recent changes FTSNOP.
A. For 5 each - name the recently fired coach of the Chicago Cubs and his recently hired replacement.
ANS: Dusty Baker and Lou Pinella
B. For 10 - Apparently any brownie points you win by sweeping the ALDS are lost when you get swept in the ALCS.  Identify this now-former manager of the Oakland A’s.
ANS: Ken Macha
C. For 10 - This FOX broadcaster was dismissed for racially insensitive comments made during the ALCS.
ANS: Steve Lyons
20. Given a number that was surpassed this week, give what the value represents FTPE.  (Moderator: Accept close equivalents on first two answers)

A. 300 million people
ANS: population of United States
B. 3,000 deaths
ANS: Coalition soldiers killed in Iraq (Not U.S. – Coalition)
C. 12000 points
ANS: Dow Jones Industrial Average
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