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TV!
Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Thomas of the University of California at Irvine
Final editing by: Andrew R. Juhl and the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team

Description:  All questions in this packet involve television in some kind of way.  Moderators will prompt on all partial answers, since these questions have very little to do with Classic Literature.

Tossups

1.
His lesser known catchphrase “I’m going home” seems like a hollow threat, considering that neither his mom nor dad were ever on screen, although he did have an Aunt Oona, played by Donna Summer. He was originally designed merely for a guest spot on the Perfect Strangers spin-off starring the elevator operator, but he overshadowed her and everyone else to become the show’s star. FTP, name this precocious, archetypal nerd character, drawing the perpetual ire of Carl and Laura Winslow for 8 years on “Family Matters”, played by Jaleel White.


ANS:
Steve Urkel

2.
Theorizing that NBC needed a TV show, a producer, most previously known for “Magnum: PI”, stepped into his writer’s room, and vanished. He found himself writing wimpy sci-fi, where a computer known as Ziggy is fairly confident as to what is going on. And Dean Stockwell is a chain smoking hologram who helps Sam resolve soap-opera storylines so that he can turn blue and go to the next one. FTP, name this show, a Scott Bakula vehicle that Don Bellisario hopes will be…renewed! (Mod Note: If you can make the time travel noise, now is the time)


ANS:
Quantum Leap
3. The wife of a supporting character was one of the prostitutes that Tom Baxter meets in “The Purple Rose Of Cairo”. The main character’s second sidekick was the female lead in “Son Of The Mask”, and his first sidekick was famously informed that there is no crying in baseball in “A League Of Their Own”. The titular character was the Italian-accent spewing Antonio Scarpacci on “Wings”. FTP, name this USA show about a former member of the San Francisco PD, who, after his wife dies in a car bombing, goes all obsessive compulsive on our respective asses.


ANS:
Monk
4. Some of its lesser known programming includes “One Cubed”, “Newswatch”, and “Living The Life”. Although primarily known for its original programming (or lack thereof), it is involved in charitable work in a project known as “Operation Blessing”. What is left of it is also home to programming such as “State Of Grace” and “Kyle XY”, under the guise of the “Family Channel”. FTP, name this network turned Production Company, started by Pat Robertson in order to allow him to air “The 700 Club”, which regularly sells programming to the Trinity Broadcasting Network.


ANS:
Christian Broadcasting Network OR CBN

5.
A Futurama episode alluded to her influence, saying that in the future there will be a religion dedicated to her. In recent times, Marcia Z. Nelson wrote a book called “The Gospel According To” her. Roseanne Barr echoed this kind of sentiment, telling her that she is the “African mother Goddess to us all”, which drew a raucous reply from the audience. An academy award nominated actress, the richest African American of the twentieth century, and oh yeah, the host of some talk show, FTP name this woman, known for her book club.


ANS:
Oprah Winfrey

6.
The production company that produced it, Carson Productions, was mainly created to produce episodes of The Johnny Carson Show, and their other most notable TV production was “TV’s Bloopers and Practical Jokes”. It was pretty much a one-star production, as the likes of Clifton Davis and Anna Maria Horsford probably weren’t moving the ratings as much as Sherman Helmsley. FTP, name this sitcom, which featured Deacon Frye dispensing religiosity and attitude in one fell swoop, which ran on NBC from 1986 to 1991.


ANS:
Amen
7.
It achieved the prestigious nomination in its second season for Most Outstanding Makeup for the episode entitled “Pickman’s Model”. The TV movie that introduced it was the directorial debut of Steven Spielberg and one of the last acting roles for Joan Crawford. It unfortunately went down hill from this kind of quality, as the format of 3 stories per episode required an uneven mix of quality. FTP, name this show that had paintings introduce the story elements, the last major brainchild of Rod Serling.


ANS:
Night Gallery

8.
It was featured in the movie “Dick” and parodied on “Mystery Science Theater 3000”, but it’s not a movie. The cinematic tie isn’t completely false, however, as each episode featured different filmed segments, all with a theme in common. It’s probably most known now for the episode “Love and Happy Day”, where Gary Marshall got to try out an idea that led to, well, Happy Days. FTP, name this 70s show, where different romantic exploits were showcased in a non-foreign atmosphere.


ANS:
Love, American Style
9.
Like a lot of sitcom characters, he has an evil twin brother who is a scam artist with a British accent.  At the Gateman, Goodbury, and Graves Funeral Parlor, he works as a gravedigger.  He’s pretty childish for a 150 year old, as evidenced by his massive temper tantrums.  And he’s the only character in TV history to have flame-throwing T-Rex living under his stairs.  FTP, name this man with Dracula for a father-in-law, and the Were Wolf for a son.


ANS:
Herman Munster

10.
Like “Gunsmoke” and “The Dukes of Hazzard”, it was filmed on the Big Sky Ranch in Simi Valley, CA. Like “Three’s Company”, it tried to keep the show going with a one season wonder spin-off, but instead of “Three’s A Crowd”, there’s was known as “A New Beginning”. For a show with such a humble concept, there sure were a lot of Hollywood guest stars, such as Sean Penn, Louis Gossett Jr., and even Johnny and June Carter Cash as an ex-con and his wife. The successful portrayal of a positive figure led to the “Just Say No” campaign hiring Michael Landon. FTP, name this loose adaptation of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s claim to fame.


ANS:
Little House On The Prairie
11.
Tony Bennett claims that a guest spot on this show helped to resurrect his career. He personally was never satirized on the show, but a broad spectrum of celebrities were, including Andrea Martin’s portrayals of Indira Gandhi and Mother Theresa. It never really had a home on TV, as evidenced by the attempt to move the show to Cinemax for its last season. Maybe the whole “Canadian Comedy” concept killed it before it could even get off of the ground. FTP, name this sketch show, home to segments as diverse as the College Bowl inspired “Half Wits”, Ed Grimley, and the opus of the McKenzie brothers, The Great White North.


ANS:
SCTV or Second City Television
12.
One night, while suffering from food poisoning, his slurred speech pattern led many home viewers to think he was drunk. It’s amazing no one made that assumption when he called Alvin Garrett a “little monkey”, although he was able to brush off racist allegations by showing that he called white guys the same thing. Not genuinely thought of as a comedic mastermind, he did lampoon his image in Woody Allen’s “Bananas”, as well as make Billy Crystal a star on ABC’s “Saturday Night Live”. FTP, name this sportscaster who “Never Played The Game” according to his autobiography, and who was always “telling it like it was” on Monday Night Football from 1970-1984.


ANS:
Howard Cosell

13.
The series’ creator said it was based off “It Can’t Happen Here” by Sinclair Lewis, but this might just be a lie to cover up the blocks of dialogue lifted from “The Private Life Of The Master Race” by Bertol Brecht. It’s not like “Nightmare On Elm Street meets The Beastmaster”, despite featuring Robert Englund and Marc Singer in starring roles. It is like “To Serve Man” in that it features humanoid aliens who want to eat humans. Except, FTP, in this case the aliens are green lizards on what 1983 mini-series.


ANS:
V
14.
Like “Knight Rider”, it has a driving synthesizer for its opening theme music. And also like “Knight Rider”, the star of the show was more the vehicle than its driver. But instead of a talking car overshadowing David Hasselhoff, a helicopter overshadowed Ernest Borgnine and Jan Michael Vincent. For ten points, name this mid 80s action show whose vehicular protagonist might be better known scientifically as “Flying Canis”.


ANS:
Airwolf

15.
He was born in Utah and brought up Mormon. When his family moved to Idaho, he was elated to learn that the house was rigged for electricity. This elation is evidenced by what is most likely his second most famous invention, the Fusor, which is commercially sold as an efficient neutron generator. During his lawsuit for that more famous invention, one of his science teachers was able to produce a schematic he had made when he was 14, and RCA was forced to pay him royalties. FTP, name this TV inventor, distinguished from Zworykin by producing a working model first.


ANS:
Philo Farnsworth 

16.
The first 2 TV movies that reunited the characters had pretty generic titles, “The Return” and “Together Again”. The third one has a title that could be seen as fitting, “The Glass Ceiling”. It’s fitting because, in a male dominated society, a very successful show was able to run thanks to 2 females. Christine’s a single career woman and Mary Beth’s a married mother. And together they fight crime. FTP, name this 80s CBS cop show starring Sharon Gless and Tyne Daly.


ANS:
Cagney And Lacey
17.
It started out on radio as “American Mercury: Presents” it, and when it first moved to television, producer Lawrence E. Spivak did it in the style of the interviewee fielding questions from a panel, which is why the show has its title. Now, it’s a relatively humdrum show, not even having a catchphrase, although the current host does say “That’s all for today. We’ll be back next week.” You can see how it’s the longest running show in television history. For ten points, name this NBC interview show currently hosted by Tim Russert.


ANS:
Meet The Press
18.
It’s soundtrack is a lot of famous classical music, such as “Eine Kleine Nachtmusik”  and “Night On Bald Mountain”. In Australia, the duo was Roy Slaven and H.G. Nelson, and in Britain, it was Jeremy Beadle and Richard Morton. His sidekick would call him risqué nicknames, such as “Yes, nipple nuts” or “yes, Mrs. Butterworth”. And after the final round, he would usually throw in a joke question to the host, such as “Will you have my baby?”. The comparison to “Jeopardy!” is clear, but apparently they don’t appreciate it, as anyone who answers the questions in a form of a question has to wear a dunce cap. FTP, name this quiz show, hosted by a former Nixon speechwriter and a guy now with his own crappy ABC late night talk show, Jimmy Kimmel


ANS:
Win Ben Stein’s Money

19.
In America this TV channel is boring, but in Great Britain it stimulated controversy, as it was shown to be in violation of rules by being pro-Labour in the 2005 election. It has a data screen, and a Jewish-American Republican businessman founded it. For a quick ten points, name this economic channel that really is owned by the current mayor of New York, as of 2006.


ANS:
Bloomberg Television

20.
It was popular for the one season it was on the air, most likely because it was sandwiched in between “All In The Family” and “The Mary Tyler Moore Show”. It had a decent supporting cast, including the actress who played Mrs. Roper, and the guy who played Bosley on “Charlie’s Angels”. The basic concept had been around since 1922, in “Abie’s Irish Rose”, but it was still deemed too controversial, and got the ax. FTP, name this 1972 sitcom starring Meredith Baxter and the man who made her last name Birney, about a Catholic woman and a Jewish man getting married.


ANS:
Bridget Loves Bernie
21.
At birth he weighed 7 pounds and grew up to be 5’9”. After graduating from the St. Petersburg Institute of Technology around 1912, he studied X-rays under Paul Langevin. During the war, he worked for the Russian Signal Corps, where he tested radio equipment for the Russian Army. After the war, he immigrated to the United States and got a job at Westinghouse Labs in Pittsburgh, where he filed a patent for what he called “Television Systems”. For ten points, name this TV inventor.

ANS:
Vladimir Zworykin
Bonuses - TV!
1.
Since sports technically counts as TV too, name these shows that qualify as ESPN “original” programming, FTPE.

a. ESPN’s claim to fame, this show is basically game scores. Better known hosts include Stuart Scott and Chris Berman.

ANS:
SportsCenter
b. This show features Tony Kornheiser and Michael Wilbon, 2 Washington area sportswriters, yelling at each other while going through the day’s top news stories. 

ANS:
Pardon The Interruption or PTI

c. This show, hosted by Tony Reali, has 4 sportswriters from across the country yelling at each other. The winner, selected via an arbitrary scoring system, gets to talk for 30 seconds.

ANS:
Around The Horn

2.
FFPE, and a bonus for all 5 correct, name the 5 Cosby kids. The biological ones at least.

a. Sondra, Denise, Theo, Vanessa, Rudy

3.
Name the character from “Lost” based on the content of their melodramatic flashback, FTPE.

a.
His long lost dad contacts him, needing a kidney transplant.  It later turns out that his “dad” was an impostor!



ANS:
John Locke

b.
He’s a troubled priest asked to investigate the case of a girl brought back to life. Her parents won’t let him speak to her, so he presumes her to be lying. At the airport, she gives him a message from his brother. One problem, his brother’s been dead for years!



ANS:
Mr. Eko

c.        He wants to impress his girlfriend by winning a yacht race around the world. A woman he meets in a coffee shop decided to give him her boat! Ok, maybe this one isn’t as melodramatic.

                        ANS:
Desmond David Hume

4.
Identify the game show hosts, FTPE:

a.
The original host of “The Price Is Right”, he also had stints on “Joker’s Wild”, “Blockbusters”, and “Child’s Play”, among many others. And no, his name is not Bob Barker.



ANS:
Bill Cullen

b.
 He is probably best known for hosting the original “Press Your Luck” in the 1980s. 



ANS:
Peter Tomarken

c.
 He was the original host of Jeopardy! From 1964 to 1975, and then again from 1978 to 1979.



ANS:
Art Fleming

5.
Answer these questions about soap operas, FTSNOP:

a.
5- The song by the Afternoon Delights is much better than the show. “Paging Dr. Noah Drake to ICU for a case of heartbreak!”



ANS:
General Hospital

b.
10- This is the soap opera that stars Susan Lucci (Loo-chi).



ANS:
All My Children

c.
15- This focuses on the middle class Bauer family.



ANS:
Guiding Light
6.
“The Twilight Zone” has a tendency to stick famous celebrities in odd situations. Name the star from the circumstances for 10, and if you need a famous role, you get 5.

a. 10- He challenges a dead pool star to a game, and when he wins, has to accept

challengers for all of eternity.

5- Oscar Madison on “The Odd Couple”



ANS:
Jack Klugman

b. 10- He thinks he he’ll have all the time in the world to read books after the

apocalypse. Then his glasses fall off.

5- Mickey in the “Rocky” movies



ANS:
Burgess Meredith
c. 10- He buys his daughter a doll, and it conspires to kill him.

5- Lt. Theo “who loves you baby” Kojak



ANS:
Telly Savalas 

7.
Name the 90s Nickelodeon shows, FTPE.

a.
Two brothers have the same name and one has a tattoo named “Petunia”. And there’s a manic depressive bus driver as well as Super Artie.



ANS:
The Adventures Of Pete & Pete
b.
The adventures of a Chihuahua and a moronic cat often referred to as an “Eediot!”



ANS:
Ren And Stimpy
c.
A girl can turn into a sparkly pile of goo and is chased by a bumbling government agency.



ANS:
The Secret World Of Alex Mack
8.
Batman’s had a lot of cartoon shows over the years, FTPE.

a.
In the 1970s, Batman was hanging out on this poorly animated show that featured a lot of DC characters reinforcing family values, including some made for TV ones, including the Wonder Twins.



ANS:
Super Friends

b. Batman probably reached his highest point in the 90s with “Batman: The

Animated Series.” This “Star Wars” alum was the voice of the Joker.



ANS:
Mark Hamill 

c. This show featured an old Bruce Wayne turning the cape over to young Terry

McGinnis.



ANS:
Batman Beyond
9.
Given a spin-off it created, name the show, FTSNOP.


a.
5- Mork And Mindy



ANS:
Happy Days

b.
10- Fish



ANS:
Barney Miller

c.
15- Checking In



ANS:
The Jeffersons
10.
Given a character on a “Star Trek” show, name the position they held FFPE, with a bonus 5 for all correct. (Mod note: Accept all close equivalents).


a.
Hikaru Sulu on “Star Trek”.



ANS: helm officer

b.
Deanna Troi on “Next Generation”



ANS:
counselor

c.
Quark on “Deep Space Nine”



ANS:
bartender

d. Tuvok on “Voyager”

ANS:
security officer

e. Charles “Trip” Tucker on “Enterprise”

ANS:
engineer

11.
This question isn’t about TV…it’s about HBO, FTPE.

a.
This mockumentary show features Lisa Kudrow as a sitcom actress trying to jumpstart her career. Fittingly, it was cancelled after one season.



ANS:
The Comeback
b.
This show, the mastermind of which is a comedian with the last name C.K., is a generic sitcom, minus the exploration of adult themes and the occasional male nudity. It was also cancelled after one season.



ANS:
Lucky Louie
c.
On the other hand, this HBO show about Larry David’s life is heading towards its 6th season.



ANS:
Curb Your Enthusiasm

12.
“Lost” is about the strange things that happen after a plane crash. Answer these unrelated questions, FTPE.

a.
This Fox show starring Ming Na is about the strange things that happen after a senator’s wife is kidnapped.



ANS:
Vanished
b. This show “starring” William Fichtner, on ABC, was about the strange things after a Florida hurricane, mostly the “Body Snatchers”-esque exploits of aliens.



ANS:
Invasion

c. This show, running after “Lost” on ABC, admits to being

influenced by “Lost” in the use of flashbacks. It stars Tim Daly and Chi McBride and deals with the strange things that happen after a bank robbery.



ANS:
The Nine
13.
Do you want to find God? Try these people, FTPE.


a.
This founder of Liberty University is not a big fan of the Teletubbies.



ANS:
Jerry Falwell
b.
He’s not really on TV anymore, but this “Growing Pains” star used to be. His “way of the master” website is a technologically savvy way to tell agnostics where they’re going.



ANS:
Kirk Cameron
c.
This preacher is actually back on the air. He claims that he went to jail for fraud, tax evasion, etc. because he misinterpreted the Bible, and now he knows that “Prosperity Theology” was a mistake. 



ANS:
Jim Bakker
14.
Answers these questions about segments on “Countdown With Keith Olbermann”.

a.
This “prize” seems to be a little melodramatic, as it picks three people who are evil to epic proportions. Bill “Orally” is a frequent winner.



ANS:
Worst Person In The World
b.
At the end of every telecast, Keith mentions how many days it has been since our president did this.



ANS:
The declaration of Mission Accomplished in Iraq

c.
To show he’s not all disparaging political comments, Keith does a “best of” this segment every month. It basically consists of funny viral videos and news stories.



ANS:
Oddball
15.
Do you like Mystery Science Theater 3000? Then feel free to make fun of the moderator during this bonus, FTPE.

a.
For ten points, give the first names of either of the two hosts of MST3K, one who was there for the first 5 years, the other for the last 6.



ANS:
Joel OR Mike

b. Joel built this robot to help him pass the time watching movies like “Mitchell” and “Manos: Hands Of Fate”. He’s gold metallic and bears a slight resemblance to the creature he’s named after.



ANS:
Crow T. Robot

c.
This robot is a little more mature than Crow, and he’s basically a talking gumball machine.



ANS:
Tom Servo
16.
There have been movies about TV, FTPE.

a.
In this delightful David Cronenberg flick, James Woods is a porn producer who thinks he’s found a channel where they pretend to torture and kill people. Well it’s real, and for some reason he gets a cancer gun for a hand.



ANS:
Videodrome
b.
This movie stars John Cusack and Tim Robbins as two loser types who get involved in the music video business.



ANS:
Tapeheads
c.
This James L. Brooks movie is about the competition between William Hurt and Albert Brooks in the world of TV reporting.



ANS:
Broadcast News
17.
There have also been times when TV pretends it’s the movies, FTPE.

a.
The highest rated TV movie of all time (God only knows why), it deals with the societal after-effects of Russia deciding, what the hell, let’s blow up Kansas.



ANS:
The Day After
b.
One of the more highly rated TV movies ever is this 1971 Steven Spielberg adaptation of a Richard Matheson short story about a man and his tanker truck.



ANS:
Duel
c.
This is the heartwarming story of how Gale Sayers’ best friend got cancer and died. The deceased was James Caan, and Gale was played by Billy Dee “don’t call me Lando” Williams.



ANS:
Brian’s Song
18.
Name the sitcom on a thirty-20-10 basis.

30.
In TV movies during its run, there went to Paris and they went Down Under.


20.
Molly Ringwald was one of the four actors cut after the first season.

10.
Natalie, Tootie, Blair, and Jo. And yes, male listeners, like the theme song says, this show is all about you.



ANS:
The Facts Of Life
19.
For ten points, name a show from its theme song lyric. If you need some distinguishing clues about the show, you get 5.

a.
10- “Well the names have all changed since you hung around/but those dreams have remained and they’re turned around”


5- Before Quentin Tarantino made you think his vapid stupidity was tragically hip, John Travolta was Vinnie Barbarino



ANS:
Welcome Back, Kotter
b.
10- “I never thought I could feel so free/Flying away on a wing and a prayer/Who could it be?”


5- It might be easier to name the song, but this show starred William Katt as a guy with superpowers who lost the manual on how to use them.



ANS:
The Greatest American Hero
c. 10- “She’s wearing my high school ring on her chain/She’s my steady, I’m her man/I’m gonna love her all I can”

5- (Mod Note: With a Fonzie voice say) “Heyyyy”



ANS:
Happy Days
20.
Name these wicked awesome Sesame Street characters from clues, FTPE.

a.
For the longest time, Big Bird was the only character who could see him, but he was eventually revealed to be a very real wooly mammoth looking thing.
ANS:
Aloysius Snuffleupagus (Mod note: If they say Aloysius, give them spirit points)

b.
This character started out as a TV-obsessed weirdo, but now he’s a very normal purple-furred worrywart.


ANS:
Telly Monster


c.          This Jewish member of “Goldilocks” lore has a cute lisp and has adventures with

Heroguy.



ANS:
Baby Bear  
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