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Jazz

Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Kevin Pearce of the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team
Final editing by: Kevin Pearce and the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team

Description: Jazz players and groups, and those things logically associated with those things.

Tossups 

1. Its original membership consisted of Tony Sbarbaro on drums, Henry Ragas on piano, Eddie Edwards on trombone, Larry Shields on clarinet, and Nick LaRocca on cornet.  LaRocca was the only member who continued to claim throughout his life that this group played an important role in the invention of jazz during the early twentieth century, while most historians believe that the band merely simplified the music of African American bands when writing such tunes as “Sensation Rag,” “Clarinet Marmalade,” and “Tiger Rag.”  FTP, name this New Orleans group, who in 1917 became the first jazz band to make phonograph records.


Answer: Original Dixieland Jazz Band or O D J B

2. During his early career in the mid-1970s, he collaborated with Horace Silver, Billy Cobham, and Bruce Springsteen, and was a founding member of the group Steps Ahead.  He later performed with the Saturday Night Live band, and recorded his debut album in 1987, which featured him playing an Electronic Wind Instrument.  His performing career was put on hiatus in 2005 when he was diagnosed with myelodysplastic syndrome, but he has recently begun performing again.  FTP, name this tenor saxophonist, who has frequently performed and recorded with his trumpet-playing brother, Randy.


Answer: Michael Brecker

3. One of the earliest bands to adopt this style in England was Soft Machine, who released their debut album in 1968.  In the U.S., an incredibly influential early album came in 1970, when Miles Davis released “Bitches Brew.”  Other artists who later championed this style include Jaco Pastorius, Wayne Shorter, and the Mahavishnu Orchestra, and the genre’s iconic album is often cited as being Herbie Hancock’s “Head Hunters.”  FTP, name this genre, most often used to describe a combination of jazz and rock.


Answer: Fusion

4. A composition for big band by Bill Holman entitled “The Real You” features four of these instruments being played simultaneously.  One of the earliest jazz musicians to make serious, virtuosic recordings on it was Sidney Bechet, who saw it as a complement to the clarinet.  However, most jazz musicians did not take it seriously until John Coltrane played it on his 1960 album, “My Favorite Things.”  FTP, name this highest member of the saxophone family in widespread use, which is also played by Kenny G.


Answer: Soprano Saxophone

5. This composition was inspired by and takes its title from one of the King of Spain’s official residences.  Originally written for solo guitar and orchestra, its second movement was re-orchestrated for trumpet and orchestra by Gil Evans.  FTP, name this work of Joaquin Rodrigo, the first track on Miles Davis’ album, “Sketches of Spain.”


Answer: Concierto de Aranjuez

6. This man, through his unusual voicing of chords, claimed that he was able to produce blue notes on the piano.  His first significant job was as the house pianist at Minton’s Playhouse, starting in 1941, and three years later he made his first recordings with the Coleman Hawkins Quartet.  FTP, name this influential pianist, whose middle name was Sphere, and who composed the tunes “Straight No Chaser” and “Round Midnight.”


Answer: Thelonious Monk

7. This group takes its name from a 1925 novel by John Dos Passos.  Their self-titled album, released in 1975, featured saxophonist Zoot Sims, and helped revive the genre of vocalese, with covers of tunes like “Java Jive” and “Tuxedo Junction.”  However, their biggest hit and signature song came in 1979, and was a vocal arrangement of an instrumental number by Weather Report.  FTP, name this jazz vocal quartet, who became famous for their arrangement of “Birdland.”


Answer: Manhattan Transfer
8. Throughout his 98-year life, this man worked with musicians as diverse as Teddy Wilson, Charlie Parker, and Quincy Jones.  He began playing drums around the age of seven, but in 1930, Louis Armstrong reportedly encouraged him to take up a different percussion instrument.  FTP, name this man who in 1936 became one of the first members of a racially-integrated jazz combo when he joined the Benny Goodman Quartet, playing vibraphone, and later recorded his signature tune, “Flying Home.”


Answer: Lionel Hampton
9. After its early development, this style was taken to new theatrical fronts by such groups as Sun Ra’s Arkestra and the Art Ensemble of Chicago.  It was also incorporated into the later works of John Coltrane.  Although it has also been called “Avant Garde Jazz” or “The New Thing,” the name most commonly applied to this style takes its name from a 1960 album that consisted of two quartets playing a 37-minute collective improvisation.  FTP, name this style of jazz that takes its name from an album by Ornette Coleman.


Answer: Free Jazz (Prompt on “Avant Garde”)

10. Riots at this event in 1960 and 1971 caused it to be moved from its namesake city to New York City.  It was sponsored from 1980-1986 by Kool Cigarettes, and in 1986, its current sponsor, JVC, took over.  The most famous performance at this festival took place in 1956, when an historic performance by the Duke Ellington Orchestra sparked a renaissance for that group.  FTP, name this jazz festival, which currently occurs both in New York and in its namesake Rhode Island city.


Answer: Newport Jazz Festival

11. This composition was originally written as an exercise for improvisers, due to its rapidly-changing chords.  Its name comes from its unusual harmonic progression, where the root of each new key is a major third lower than the previous one.  The album on which the tune appeared also featured compositions such as “Mr. P. C.,” “Naima,” and “Countdown.”  FTP, name this tune and album, the first release on the Atlantic Records label by John Coltrane.


Answer: Giant Steps
12. Five of the arrangements used on this album were provided by Gerry Mulligan, who also played baritone saxophone on this Capitol Records release.  Its leader was at the time looking for an alternative to the small-groups popular during the bebop era, and ended up recording three sessions with a nonet between 1949 and 1950.  FTP, name this album, a collection of recording sessions led by Miles Davis, which lent its name to a school of jazz playing.


Answer: Birth of the Cool

13. Originally from New Albany, Indiana, this saxophonist is also proficient on piano, bass and banjo, and is an alumnus of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University.  He has transcribed many of Charlie Parker’s most famous solos, publishing them in the “Charlie Parker Omnibook,” but his most famous publications include titles such as “Gettin’ it Together,” “Major and Minor,” and “How to Play and Improvise,” all of which are available at his website, jazzbooks.com.  FTP, name this jazz educator, who in 1967 released his first play-a-long book.


Answer: Jamey Aebersold
14. He initially announced his retirement in 1971, but resumed touring in 1973 and did so for the rest of his life.  In 1961 and 1967, he recorded with the Count Basie and Duke Ellington Orchestras, respectively, on the Reprise Record label, which he founded after leaving Capitol.  FTP, name this jazz vocalist, who made a name for himself as the vocalist for the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, and recorded “New York, New York,” with Tony Bennett on his 1993 “Duets” album.


Answer: Frank Sinatra

15. On December 11, 1943, this venue, located at 57th street and 7th avenue in Manhattan, saw the world premiere of the Duke Ellington Orchestra’s “New World A-Comin’.”  Count Basie’s band first performed here in 1938, but it was not until 1992 that the venue established its own in-house jazz orchestra.  The most important event that it hosted in the history of jazz, however, was Benny Goodman’s 1938 performance, which was the first time that a jazz ensemble was allowed to play on its hallowed stage.  FTP, name this concert hall, which along with many jazz performances, also saw the world premiere of Dvorak’s “New World Symphony.”


Answer: Carnegie Hall

16. This album’s sequel was released in 1961, and contains tracks such as “It’s a Raggy Waltz” and “Unsquare Dance.”  The album itself was recorded over three sessions between June and August of 1959, and featured Eugene Wright on bass and Joe Morello on drums.  The first track is a tune in the meter of a Turkish zeybek, and the album takes its name from its use of unconventional time signatures.  FTP, name this album by the Dave Brubeck Quartet, which features the songs “Blue Rondo a la Turk” and “Take Five.”


Answer: Time Out
17. Some of this man’s lesser-known work included playing on the soundtrack of the 1956 film, The Ten Commandments.  As a child he played as a soloist with the CBC Orchestra, and eventually made a name for himself playing with Stan Kenton’s Innovations Orchestra from 1950-1954.  He later pursued a successful solo career, releasing albums such as “Chameleon” and “MF Horn 1 through 6.”  FTP, name this trumpeter famous for his high notes and his signature rendition of “Rocky,” who passed away August 23, 2006.


Answer: Maynard Ferguson

18. The name’s the same.  One is a scale that is identical to a major scale, only with an extra chromatic passing tone between the sixth and seventh scale degrees.  Another is a composition by Dizzy Gillespie.  A third, and the most common use, refers to the small-group oriented style of jazz that flourished in the post-World War II era.  FTP, name this jazz genre characterized by fast improvisation, developed by Gillespie and Charlie Parker.


Answer: Bebop

19. After separating from her husband in 1931, she led an all-female orchestra that occasionally performed over the NBC radio network.  She was classically trained as a pianist during her youth, but early experiences with jazz led her to join King Oliver’s Band in 1917.  Ten years later, she went into the studio to record the famous “Hot Fives” with her trumpet-playing husband.  FTP, name this pianist and second wife of Louis Armstrong.


Answer: Lillian Hardin Armstrong or Lillian Hardin

20. His early collaborations include Benny Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, and Thad Jones.  He is known for his classical playing as well as jazz, and is currently the principal pops conductor of the Milwaukee Symphony, Minnesota Orchestra, and Phoenix Symphony. His most famous engagement as a band leader ended in 1992, but he has continued to tour as a soloist.  FTP, name this trumpeter and former leader of the Tonight Show band.


Answer: Carl Hilding “Doc” Severinsen

21. Leontyne Price and William Warfield performed in this work’s London premiere in 1952.  Minor characters include Frazier, a lawyer, and Annie.  It includes such memorable songs as “It Ain’t Necessarily So,” and “I Got Plenty o’ Nuttin.”  The work ends with one of the title characters leaving the fictional Catfish Row to search for his lover. FTP, name this George Gershwin opera that features the song, “Summertime.”


Answer: Porgy and Bess

Bonuses - Jazz

1. Name these jazz clarinetists not named Goodman, FTPE.

(10) His band, which was known as “The Herd,” had a saxophone section consisting of three tenors and a baritone, leading to the title of their composition, “Four Brothers.”  Their other famous release was “Woodchopper’s Ball.”


Answer: Woody Herman
(10) His band’s biggest hits were arrangements of the Cole Porter song, “Begin the Beguine,” and the Hoagy Carmichael song, “Stardust.”  Billie Holiday got her start as the vocalist for his band, and he later composed a clarinet concerto in the style of an improvised solo.


Answer: Artie Shaw or Arthur Arshawsky 

(10) A Juilliard graduate known for his classical and jazz playing, he played saxophone for the Thad Jones/Mel Lewis Orchestra, but his solos on clarinet in that band led him to a solo career.  He has also recorded a version of Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons for solo clarinet and orchestra.


Answer: Eddie Daniels
2. Many jazz tunes are known as contrafacts, which means that they are built on the chord changes of another tune, often a popular song.  FTPE, given the following contrafacts and their composers, name the composition upon which they are based, or for five if you need more information.

For ten: “Oleo,” by Sonny Rollins

For five: The chord changes of this George Gershwin composition were by far the most popular changes used during the bebop era.  The song was originally written for the musical, “Girl Crazy,” and was also sung by Gene Kelly during a dance number in the 1951 film, An American in Paris.


Answer: I Got Rhythm (accept “Rhythm changes”)

For ten: “Impressions,” by John Coltrane

For five: This was the first track on the 1959 Miles Davis album, “Kind of Blue.”


Answer: So What
For ten: “Donna Lee” by Charlie Parker

For five: Since 1972, this song has often been performed by actor and singer Jim Nabors prior to the start of the Indianapolis 500.


Answer: Back Home Again in Indiana

3. Name these jazz clubs from a description, FTPE.

(10) This club, located at 1678 Broadway in Manhattan, was named after Charlie Parker’s nickname, and lent its name to the title of a 1976 composition by Joe Zawinul for the group, Weather Report.


Answer: Birdland
(10) This club was originally located in Harlem, but it was forced to close and later reopen on 48th street after race riots in the 1930s.  Duke Ellington’s band first came to prominence here, being the featured band from 1927 to 1931.


Answer: Cotton Club

(10) In 1935, this club on Vermont Street in Los Angeles was the scene of Benny Goodman’s band’s first big success.  It was destroyed by fire in 1939.


Answer: Palomar Ballroom

4. Given an actor or actress, name the jazz great that he or she played on the silver screen, FTPE.

(10) Diana Ross


Answer: Billie Holiday (in Lady Sings the Blues)

(10) Jimmy Stewart


Answer: Glenn Miller (in The Glenn Miller Story)

(10) Steve Allen


Answer: Benny Goodman (in The Benny Goodman Story)

5. Isn’t it funny how all of Cliff and Clair Huxtable’s friends and relatives just happened to be jazz musicians?  Name these famous jazz musicians who appeared on episodes of “The Cosby Show,” FTPE.

(10) This influential trumpet player appeared during the first season as “Mr. Hampton,” a music teacher that Cliff enlists to help Vanessa’s floundering clarinet career.


Answer: Dizzy Gillespie

(10) This Latin percussionist played his trademark timbales on an episode during the second season where Cliff’s father tries to keep up with his old band.


Answer: Tito Puente

(10) This tenor saxophone player was the leader of the Count Basie Orchestra from 1986-1995, and appeared with the band as entertainment for Cliff’s parents’ fiftieth wedding anniversary.


Answer: Frank Foster
6. Name these jazz guitarists, 5-10-15.

(5) This Belgian Roma guitarist’s third and fourth fingers were partially paralyzed in a fire, but he continued to play despite this injury, making many recordings with violinist Stephane Grapelli.


Answer: Django Reinhardt
(10) This guitarist with the Count Basie orchestra rarely played single notes, creating a style of accompaniment known as “chunking,” and was able to accompany a big band with an unamplified guitar.


Answer: Freddie Green
(15) He recorded his debut album, “Bright Size Life,” in 1976, along with bassist Jaco Pastorius, and has since toured with his self-named Group, which he founded in 1977 with pianist Lyle Mays.


Answer: Pat Metheney
7. Name the composers of the following jazz standards FTPE.

(10) “Misty”


Answer: Errol Garner
(10) “I’ve Got You Under My Skin”


Answer: Cole Porter
(10) “Hello, Young Lovers”


Answer: Richard Rodgers
8. Name the following films about jazz or jazz figures based on a description FTPE.

(10) Forest Whitaker plays the title character in this 1988 biopic directed by Clint Eastwood


Answer: Bird
(10) Sean Penn plays the fictional guitarist Emmett Ray in this 1999 mock biopic about a guitarist who was always seen as second to Django Reinhardt


Answer: Sweet and Lowdown

(10) Neil Diamond starred in this 1980 remake as Yussel Rabinovitch, the son of a rabbi who abandons his family in hopes of making it in the music business.


Answer: The Jazz Singer

9. Answer the following about the song, “The Girl from Ipanema,” FTPE.

(10) Name the song’s composer.


Answer: Antonio Carlos Jobim

(10) Name the album on which it appeared, whose title combined the last names of the saxophonist who recorded it, and the vocalist who sang the song.


Answer: Getz/Gilberto
(10) Within two, in what year did “The Girl from Ipanema” win the Grammy Award for Record of the Year?


Answer: 1965 (accept 1963-1967)

10. Given a lineup of jazz musicians, name the album on which they appeared, FTPE.

(10) Sonny Rollins, Sonny Stitt, Dizzy Gillespie, Ray Bryant, Tommy Bryant, Charli Persip


Answer: Sonny Side Up
(10) Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Bud Powell, Charles Mingus, Max Roach


Answer: The Quintet or Jazz at Massey Hall
(10) Cannonball Adderley, Miles Davis, Hank Jones, Sam Jones, Art Blakey


Answer: Somethin’ Else
11. Name the following big band drummers from a description, FTPE.

(10) He suffered from tuberculosis as a child, which left him short and with a deformed spine.  The band that he led was the house group at the Savoy Ballroom beginning in 1931, and would often host “Battles of the Bands,” where his group would compete against another famous group on the opposing bandstand.


Answer: William Henry “Chick” Webb
(10) Also a bandleader, he began playing drums in vaudeville at 18 months old, where he carried the stage name “Traps the Drum Wonder.”  Some of his band’s signature tunes were “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy,” “Channel One Suite,” and an arrangement of Leonard Bernstein’s “West Side Story.”


Answer: Bernard “Buddy” Rich

(10) This Italian American from Rock Falls, Illinois, was one of the earliest drummers to use the double bass drum pedal.  His bands have included such notable players as Don Menza and Clark Terry.


Answer: Louie Bellson or Luigi Balassoni
12. Name the song, 30-20-10-1.

(30) It has been performed by vocalists as diverse as Rudy Vallee and Kenny Rogers, but was most famously sung by Dooley Wilson.

(20) It was composed by Herman Hupfeld, and a short section of this song is used during the opening logo of Warner Brothers films.

(10) When Dooley Wilson sang it, he was playing the character Sam in the film, Casablanca.

(1) When Ilsa asks Sam to play it, she says, “Play it, Sam, play ‘As Time Goes By.’”


Answer: As Time Goes By

13. Name these Duke Ellington compositions, 5-10-15.

The signature tune of the Duke Ellington Orchestra, its title came from the directions that Duke gave collaborator Billy Strayhorn on how to get to his residence.


Answer: Take the A Train
This Ellington-Strayhorn collaboration with Johnny Mercer has been recorded by vocalists such as Ella Fitzgerald and Nancy Wilson.  It describes the title person as a “cigarette holder.”


Answer: Satin Doll
This jazz suite written for a Carnegie Hall concert in 1943 tells the story of Africans in the United States.  It is believed that racism among the voting members prevented Duke from receiving a Pulitzer Prize for this work.


Answer: Black, Brown, and Beige
14. Name these jazz pianists, FTPE.

(10) This English pianist is the host of NPR’s Piano Jazz.


Answer: Marian McPartland
(10) Spending much of his career in and out of psychiatric wards, this virtuosic piano player was immortalized by Thelonious Monk in a song that describes the amazing effect on bebop when he “walked in” to the scene.


Answer: Bud Powell

(10) A frequent collaborator with percussionist Gary Burton, his best-known composition, “Spain,” appeared on his 1973 album, “Light as a Feather.”


Answer: Chick Corea

15. 30-20-10, name the institution.

(30) It is believed that “The Real Book” came about during the mid-1970s, when guitarist Steve Swallow was teaching here.

(20) Famous alumni include Toshiko Akiyoshi, Branford Marsalis, composer Alan Silvestri, and Melissa Etheridge.

(10) This Boston institution was the first institution founded in the United States that focused on training in jazz, rock, and other contemporary idioms.  It is also not to be confused with the University of California.


Answer: Berklee College of Music
16. Name the following saxophone players who played in the Duke Ellington band, FTPE.

(10) Nicknamed “Rabbit” and “Jeep,” this alto saxophone player was the leader of Duke’s saxophone section for 40 years.


Answer: Johnny Hodges

(10) This baritone saxophonist anchored the section for 45 years, and often subbed for Duke as a conductor.


Answer: Harry Carney

(10) This tenor player, nicknamed “Mex,” is most famous for his 27-chorus solo in the middle of the band’s performance of “Diminuendo and Crescendo in Blue” at the 1956 Newport Jazz Festival


Answer: Paul Gonsalves

17. Name these early blues artists FTPE.

(10) This Delta Blues guitarist, believed to be the composer of the song, “Sweet Home Chicago,” recorded only 29 songs before his death in 1938 at the age of 27.


Answer: Robert Johnson
(10) The “Empress of the Blues,” she made a famous recording of W. C. Handy’s “St. Louis Blues” in 1925 along with Louis Armstrong.


Answer: Bessie Smith
(10) Known as the “Mother of the Blues,” she also recorded with Armstrong, as well as Kid Ory, and was the subject of a 1982 play by August Wilson.


Answer: Getrude Pridgett “Ma” Rainey

18. Answer the following related questions 5-10-15.

(5) Give the name that is commonly given to the style of music that blends elements of jazz and Western classical music.


Answer: Third Stream

(10) What horn player, composer, and conductor, who played on Miles Davis’ “Birth of the Cool” album, coined the phrase, “Third Stream?”


Answer: Gunther Schuller

(15) For what work did Schuller win the 1994 Pulitzer Prize for composition?


Answer: Of Reminiscences and Reflections

19. Answer the following questions about jazz and the symphony orchestra, FTPE.

(10) What saxophonist was called a sell-out when he fulfilled a lifetime dream of recording with a string section in 1949?


Answer: Charlie Parker

(10, 10) For ten each, name the two suites for symphony orchestra by European composers that Duke Ellington arranged for big band.


Answer: Peer Gynt and The Nutcracker

20. Answer the following questions about Count Basie and his band, FTPE.

(10) In what East Coast city was the Count born?


Answer: Red Bank, New Jersey

(10) The Basie band’s style of swing was associated with what Midwestern city?


Answer: Kansas City

(10) What tenor saxophonist, nicknamed “Prez,” got his start playing in Basie’s band?


Answer: Lester Young

21. Given some jazz albums released under the same record label, name the label, FTPE.

(10) John Coltrane’s “Blue Trane,” Eric Dolphy’s “Out to Lunch,” Norah Jones’ “Come Away with Me.”


Answer: Blue Note  (prompt on EMI)

(10) Stan Getz’s “Focus,”  Diana Krall’s “Live in Paris”


Answer: Verve

(10) Miles Davis’ “Kind of Blue,” and “Miles Smiles,” Herbie Hancock’s “Headhunters”


Answer: Columbia
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