[image: image1.png]Pl
P

T fl
Tusiuei G 7 Tl




Comedy Films
Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Matt Larson of the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Club

Final editing by: Matt Larson and the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Club

Description: Questions about comedy films, where none of the answers are either the name of the film or one of the actors appearing in the film.
Tossups: 
1. Lucy Whitmore is one of its patients, but by no means the worst off – that title goes to Ten Second Tom, whose memory lasts ten seconds before everything goes blank.  The center is run by Dr. Keats, who specializes in traumatic brain injuries causing memory loss.  Henry Roth goes to him in an attempt to figure out why he keeps taking Lucy on first dates and never a second date.  FTP, identify this Hawaiian brain institute featured in 50 First Dates whose benefactor is a brake pads magnate from Sandusky, Ohio.

Answer:  Callahan Institute
2. His marriage to Marissa is a happy event, although his decision to hire the Dan Band for his wedding is somewhat questionable.  He likes his cars loud and not so street legal, something he wants to keep on the down low.  Kansas is one of his favorite bands, and he uses some particularly meaningful lyrics at a pivotal funeral scene.  FTP, identify this member of the Harrison College chapter of Lambda Epsilon Omega, whose inability to stay sober the night before a trip to Home Depot and Bed, Bath, and Beyond dooms his marriage in Old School.
Answer:  Frank “The Tank” Ricard (Accept Frank or Ricard, prompt on just “The Tank”)
3. A chance meeting with Stan Fox at a gas station led to the invention of this product, the inventor being inspired by the tire rods on a ’72 Buick.  Unknown to the inventor, Fox turns it into a nationwide phenomenon, leading to the sweet life for the inventor.  That sweet life, however, came crashing down when a group of citizens, led by Carl Reiner, filed a class action suit due to “the irresponsible selling of a product he didn’t even test on prisoners.”  FTP, identify this eyeglass accessory which makes Navin Johnson rich in The Jerk.
Answer:  Nergal Optigrab
4. Alright, blank, hand over your license and registration.  Hurry up, blank.  Alright, blank, where were we?  Am I saying blank?  Don’t think, boy, blank do you know how fast you were going?  Blank what is so damn funny?  Now, you stop laughing right blank.  Blank I’m gonna have to give you a ticket.  No buts blank.  Not so funny blank, is it?  FTP, the blanks in these quotes should all be replaced with what word, a game common to the Vermont State Troopers featured in Supertroopers.

Answer:  meow
5. They employ a highly trained, quasi-cultural staff of personal alteration specialists, and they understand that ugliness and fatness are genetic disorders, much like baldness and necrophilia.  The founder and president is also a client, a 1987 photo showing he was once a disgusting fatty.  Their competitively priced on site cosmetic surgery wing will help turn you from a Frankenstein into a Franken-fine.  FTP, identify this White Goodman-owned gym, the main foil of Peter La Fleur’s Average Joe’s gym in Dodgeball.
Answer:  Globo Gym America Corp.

6. The initial complaint about this item is a urine stain, but when an attempt is made to secure reimbursement, it is denied.  The owner takes a new one anyway, but it is stolen by Maude and her goons.  She explains that it was a gift from her mother and has too much sentimental value for someone to simply take it away.  Through discussion of the item, we also learn that the preferred nomenclature is Asian-American, not Chinaman.  FTP, identify this item which The Dude loses twice in The Big Lebowski, an item which really tied the room together.
Answer:  The Dude’s rug
7. His friend Charles complains that Greendale is so small he can’t get real drugs, and waxes nostalgic about a killer eggnog his brother made with lighter fluid.  His little brother, Badger, has an affinity for rockets and extremely trashy women.  His mom is the worst cook in town, his father is lucky enough to receive TV dinners and an aardvark coat for Christmas, and the paperboy refuses to let him out of paying the family’s subscription bill, a bill that totals $2.  FTP, identify this protagonist of Better Off Dead, portrayed by John Cusack.

Answer:  Lane Meyer (accept either)
8. He is shot almost 40 times, all of the bullets missing vital organs, and is taken to Our Lady of the Worthless Miracle.  Given a 10% chance of having a 50-50 shot to live, his friends  lament that he was cut down by hoodlums, rather than dying in a manly fashion like getting caught in the gears of a combine or having his nuts bitten off by a Laplander.  They vow to his wife that until his assailants are caught, they won’t rest a minute – then they break for lunch.  FTP, identify this Police Squad detective played by O.J. Simpson in The Naked Gun.
Answer:  Detective Nordberg
9. The founder and owner is electrocuted and killed thanks to an insidious plot hatched by his brother Claude.  Claude then marries the founder’s widow and takes control of the business, even though the founder’s daughter Pamela owns 51%.  The Galactic Border Patrol game in the break room tells the whole tale, though had Claude thought up a better return policy for bottles that contained mice, his plot may have gone unnoticed.  FTP, identify this brewery which Bob & Doug McKenzie bring to its knees in the Hamlet-influenced Strange Brew.
Answer:  Elsinore Brewery
10. Despite being named “the next Arnold Palmer” by Sports Illustrated in 1965, he was never allowed to play on the tour.  Instead, he lived the life of a club pro, making enough money to keep him in Carpenters records but not enough to purchase a modern prosthetic.  He observes a local hockey player slapping drives 400 yards at the club driving range, and he encourages the guy to enter a local qualification tournament.  FTP, identify this club pro who meets his demise when Happy Gilmore gives him the head of the gator which took his hand.

Answer:  Chubbs Peterson (accept either)
11. His tombstone reads “Died tragically rescuing his family from the wreckage of a destroyed sinking battleship,” because another stone in the cemetery sported the inscription and he liked it.  When we first meet him, he has been living in the Lindbergh Palace Hotel for 22 years when he is thrown out for not paying his rent. Upon learning that his ex-wife is about to remarry, he contacts his family, telling them he has terminal cancer.  FTP, identify this family patriarch, played by Gene Hackman, who fathered Chas and Richie but not Margot. 

Answer:  Royal Tenenbaum (Prompt on Tenenbaum)

NOTE: (“Royal Tenenbaums” is INCORRECT, since his name does not end with ‘s’.) 

12. It houses only four companies, the best known of which is a simple filing company.  To reach it, a visitor must push the emergency stop button button at just the right moment to halt the elevator, then use a crowbar to pry the doors open.  It was the brainchild of sea captain James Mertin, who allegedly built it to accommodate his dwarf wife.  Home to Lester Corp and a strange wooden door hidden behind a filing cabinet, this is, FTP, what oddly numbered floor of the Mertin Flemmer building as seen in Being John Malkovich?
Answer:  floor 7 ½ of the Mertin Flemmer building

13. If you’re not happy with this product, the company is going to send you the extra minute free.  That’s their motto.  That’s from “A” to “B”.  The number in the product name is the key, like the number of chipmunks on a branch, eatin’ lots of sunflowers on my uncle’s ranch – like that old children’s tale from the sea.  If you’re not sold yet, well, it’s like you’re dreamin’ about Gorgonzola when it’s clearly Brie time, baby!  FTP, identify this workout video pitched by Harland Williams’s unnamed hitchhiker in There’s Something About Mary.

Answer:  7 Minute Abs
14. Powered by a beryllium sphere, it was commissioned by the National Space Exploration Administration and given the designation NTE 3120.  It has two curved engines and a cylindrical hull which can detach from the rest of the ship in an emergency.  Re-created from a series of historical documents by the Thermians, Commander Taggert uses it to defeat General Sarris before crashing into a Galaxy Quest convention and defeating Sarris again.  FTP, identify this iconic spaceship which was the setting of Galaxy Quest from 1978-1982.
Answer:  NSEA Protector
15. It featured double rear tail lights and eight headlights.  The grill is similar to the 1982 Oldsmobile Toronado, and the large chrome hubcaps sport the “Wagonqueen” logo.  The gas tank access is in the hood, which might account for the knocking and pinging even when the car is brand new.  The wood paneling is overdone, the airbags look suspiciously like trash bags, and the whole thing is a lovely metallic pea green.  FTP, identify this station wagon used by the Griswold’s for their trip to Wallyworld in National Lampoon’s Vacation.

Answer:  Wagonqueen Family Truckster
16. After World War I, an insane surgeon named Ivo Shandor designed a ziggurat for the specific purpose of gathering enough PKE to power a portal that would allow him to enter the world.  It wasn’t until 1984 that the ziggurat, disguised as an apartment building at 550 Central Park West, had gathered enough energy to do so.  It first brought through his minions Zuul and Vinz Clortho, better known as the Gatekeeper and the Keymaster.  FTP, identify this shapeshifting Sumerian god, the primary supernatural enemy in Ghostbusters.
Answer:  Gozer or Gozer the Gozerian or Gozer the Destructor or 
Volguus Zildrohar or Gozer the Traveler 
17. “Oh, pardon me.  For some reason, you sounded taller on the radio.”  “You sum-bitches couldn’t close an umbrella.”  “Give me a diablo sandwich, a Dr. Pepper, and make it quick, I'm in a god-damn hurry.” “There is no way, NO way that you came from my loins.  The first thing I’m gonna do when I get home is punch your momma in the mouth.”  “If they'd have cremated the sum-bitch, I'd be kickin' that Mr Bandit's ass around the moon by now.”  FTP, these quotes are uttered by what sheriff, played by Jackie Gleason in Smokey and the Bandit?

Answer:  Sheriff Buford T. Justice   

18. Their manager, Charlie Pegler, is on the downslide at the end of a career, and their starting catcher, Spike Nolan, is the definition of a “never will be.”  However, when an aging pitcher on the team inherits a large amount of money, they are rewarded with new uniforms – satin, no less – and a three inning exhibition game against the New York Yankees.  The exhibition turns out to be the pitcher’s farewell to baseball.  FTP, identify this New Jersey team for which Montgomery Brewster plays in the 1985 version of Brewster’s Millions.

Answer:  Hackensack Bulls (accept either)

19. He was sent from planet Gyron to conquer the earth – Gyron being inhabited with Zypods like him.  He was sent to earth to find a new home for the Zypods, so they could escape the persecution of the Balmacks, a race of giant bees.  However, his plans to dominate the world were thwarted, and he fears the return home will end in the pit of Cry Rock.  However, he refuses to accept the blame for his failure, instead shifting it to Alec Baldwin.  FTP, identify this looney North Korean dictator taken down in Team America: World Police.

Answer:  Kim Jong-Il (Prompt on Kim)

20. His dad is on an adventure, exploring mountains, while his mom lives in God’s house with Jesus and Mary and the Ghost and the long-eared donkey and Joseph and the talking walnut.  His single skill in life seems to be making sandwiches, a skill he learned from his grandma.  It isn’t until he proudly shows off his report card full of Cs and Ds that we learn his real name.  FTP, identify this cherubic character from Bad Santa, who ends the movie in a “Shit happens when you party naked” t-shirt.
Answer:  Thurman Merman (accept either) or The Kid
21. The part was originally given to Gig Young, but a combination of hanging upside down and being drunk led him to the hospital and led the director to recast the part.  He declares his affinity for two activities, playing chess and screwing; his host immediately offers a game of chess.  His low point came in a street encounter where a six-year-old wanted to see if he was faster – the six year old shot him in the ass.  FTP, identify this sidekick to Bart in Blazing Saddles, played memorably by Gene Wilder.

Answer:  Jim or the Waco Kid
22. His mom gave him his first sidearm, which accounts for both his love of guns and the fact he was still a virgin at age 28.  His tactics are unorthodox – using a crossbow to put out the cigar of a smoker in a non-smoking area, for instance.  His partner, Sgt. Kirkland, becomes his wife after a steamy scene involving the loss of clothing and many concealed weapons.  FTP, identify this mainstay of the Police Academy series who will not return for the 2007 sequel after the death of actor David Graf.

Answer:  Eugene Tackleberry
Bonuses – Comedy Films
1. Tom Callahan is, of course, the main character of Tommy Boy.  Answer the following about his exploits, ten each.

A) After a short seven years, Tommy graduates from what prestigious Midwestern Jesuit university?

Answer:  Marquette University

B) Tommy is forced to take to the road to try and beat a takeover attempt by what larger auto parts manufacturer, a company which Tommy visits in the film’s climactic scene?

Answer:  Zalinsky Auto Parts

C) Tommy and Richard bond by singing along with what Mocedades (mo-say-dah-days) song as tears stream down their cheeks?
Answer:  “Eres Tú”
2. Answer the following about a certain member of the Channel 4 News Team, 5-10-15.

5: Played by Paul Rudd, he’s the reporter on the streets who once made out with a Chinese or Brazilian girl in a K-Mart bathroom for hours.

Answer:  Brian Fantana or the Bri-Man
10: Fantana is a connoisseur of fine musks, but when he’s targeting a special lady, he goes to this cologne from Odeon – 60% of the time it works every time.
Answer:  Sex Panther
15: The Bri-Man named his penis the Octagon, but took things a step further by naming his testes.  5 for one, 15 for both, name them.

Answer:  James Westfall and Dr. Kenneth Noisewater
3. Dr. Strangelove takes place in three locations – an air force base, a B-52 bomber, and the “war room.”  For ten points each, identify the man in command at each location, specifying who is in charge where.  You’ll have ten seconds.  
Burpleson Air Force Base


Answer:  Gen. Jack D. Ripper
B-52 (“Leper Colony”)


Answer:  Maj. T.J. “King” Kong
The War Room



Answer:  President Merkin Muffley
4. Identify the following personalities found at Bushwood Country Club, 5-10-15.

5: Played by Chevy Chase, he mixes Eastern religion, philosophy, and golf, and refuses to keep score.
Answer:  Ty Webb (accept either)

10: No slouch himself, this judge is the dominant personality at Bushwood before he loses a pivotal money match at the end of the movie.

Answer:  Judge Elihu Smails (accept Elihu or Smails, make sure they don’t say Snails, tell anyone who comes up with Elihu I’ll buy them a beer)

15: Played by Brian Doyle-Murray, he isn’t Paddy Tanager, but he is the caddy manager at Bushwood.

Answer:  Lou Loomis (accept either)

5. Answer the following about the goings on at the Roritor Pharmaceuticals, ten each.
A) Roritor scientist Chris Cooper leads a team which invents this new drug – an antidepressant which makes it like its 72 degrees in your head all the time.  

Answer:  Gleemonex
B) Prior to Gleemonex, Don Roritor’s company made a fortune off of this antacid, bowls of which sit on the table at all board meetings.

Answer:  Stummies
C) Another research team invents a new version of Stummies – the same effect, but with a bigger pill.  However, the scientists are fired when it is learned the drug causes this side effect.

Answer:  flipper babies (No prompt, no equivalency)
6. Identify these icons of the world of professional bowling, ten each.

A) Portrayed by Woody Harrelson, his last name becomes another word for failure after he loses his right hand in a 1979 attempt to hustle money out of some local bowlers.

Answer:  Roy Munson (accept either)

B) Portrayed by Bill Murray, he is the dominant force on the tour, winning the winner-take-all million dollar shootout in Reno with his trademark crystal ball.

Answer:  Ernie McCracken (accept either) or Big Ern
C) Portrayed by Randy Quaid, he may have been the future of professional bowling had it not been for his Amish need to bowl 15 frames instead of 10.

Answer:  Ishmael Boorg (accept either)
7. The Coen Brothers should never have brought Homer onboard to help with O Brother, Where Art Thou?, as he managed to turn the movie from a thoughtful critique of Depression-era politics into a self-serving revamp of his tired Odyssey.  Answer the following about references Homer slid past the Coens, ten each.

A) This incumbent governor’s first name is actually Menelaus, not “Pass the Biscuits” or “Pappy.”  It looks like he is on his way to an electoral spanking or butt kicking until things turn at the end.

Answer:  Gov. Menelaus “Pass the Biscuits” “Pappy” O’Daniel
B) So you think you can put this Bible salesman/conman/Klansman in an eyepatch and the Coens wouldn’t notice he was the Cyclops, Homer?  Touché.

Answer:  “Big” Dan Teague (Accept “Big Dan” or Teague, prompt on Dan)

C) We figured out that this main character was supposed to be Odysseus, Homer,  You didn’t have to make his first name Ulysses.  Hack!

Answer:  Ulysses Everett McGill (Accept Everett or McGill)
8. Answer the following about the career of Derek Zoolander, ten each.
A) Zoolander is finally able to work with this famed designer, played by Will Ferrell, when the designer chooses him as the perfect man to assassinate the prime minister of Malaysia.

Answer:  Jacobim Mugatu or Jacob Moogberg
B) Mugatu hires Zoolander to be the main face of this new campaign, a line inspired by the very homeless, the vagrants, the crack whores that make New York so unique.

Answer:  Derelicte (der-eh-leekt)

C) Zoolander’s main weapon is his “Blue Steel” pose, but he spends the entire film waiting to unveil this new pose – made difficult by the fact he is not an ambiturner.

Answer:  Magnum
9. VISUAL BONUS.  You are about to receive a sheet with the pictures of six members of the Adams College chapter of Lambda Lambda Lambda.  Identify the Tri-Lam, 5 points each with a bonus 5 for getting them all.  You’ll have ten seconds.

A) Arnold Poindexter (accept either)

B) Dudley Dawson (accept either) or Booger
C) Lamar Latrell (accept either)

D) Harold Wormser (accept either)

E) Louis Skolnick (accept either)  

10. Identify the movie, 40-30-20-10-5.

30: The stock footage of a TWA 747 sending a nosy employee to the Aspen Language school in this film was the same TWA 747 which exploded in mid-air in the TWA 800 disaster.

20: Not one but two TV versions failed miserably, even with the help of Rita Moreno, Sally Struthers, Valerie Curtain, and Rachel Dennison.

10: Up and comer Sheena Easton was forced to change the name of her breakout hit to “Morning Train” because of the popularity of this film’s title song.

5: Even with all that negativity, Dolly Parton, Lily Tomlin, and Jane Fonda say they’d happily do a sequel.

Answer:  9 to 5
11. Answer the following about Airplane!, 5-10-15.

5: While we are never told Dr. Rumack’s first name, he is not joking when he states that it is NOT this name.

Answer:  Shirley
10: She made her final film appearance as Lieutenant Hurwitz, an airline pilot obsessed with the fact that he is actually the actress portraying him.  He is seen briefly singing “Everything’s Coming Up Roses.”

Answer:  Ethel Merman
15: Airplane! was intended as a spoof of the Airport movies of the 1970s, but in reality was an almost word-for-word remake of this serious 1957 airline disaster film starring Sterling Hayden and Elroy ‘Crazylegs’ Hirsch.

Answer:  Zero Hour!
12. Identify these aficionados of world domination who serve as underlings to Dr. Evil, ten each.

A) She is Dr. Evil’s German advisor as well as being the head of the militant wing of the Salvation Army.  She is also potentially the mother of Dr. Evil’s child.

Answer:  Frau Farbissina
B) This Irish assassin complains that Scotland Yard is always after his Lucky Charms, to the evident delight of the rest of the villains.

Answer:  Patty O’Brien
C) When asked a question three times, he always answers truthfully, making him a terrible villain.  On the other hand, he is impossible to kill, even when dumped into a pit of fire.

Answer:  Mustafa
13. FTSNOP, identify the locales visited by Jake and Elwood Blues.
10: When attempting to reunite the band, they visit Mr. Fabulous at this swanky restaurant.  Jake tries to buy several women from an adjoining table before Mr. Fabulous gives in.

Answer:  Chez Paul

5: The reunited Blues Brothers Band plays their first gig at this redneck bar, taking a spot on the stage from the Good Ol’ Boys.  They end up with a bigger bar tab than paycheck.

Answer:  Bob’s Country Bunker
15: This orphanage that raised the Blues Brothers is the central focus of the movie.

Answer:  St. Helen of the Blessed Shroud Orphanage
14. Given a description, identify the member of the 1989 Cleveland Indians who won a legendary one-game playoff against the Clu Haywood-led Yankees, ten each.

A) This aging pitcher doctors the ball with Crisco, Vagisil, Bardahl, and, if the umps are watching him too closely, snot.  It was enough to give him the start in the one-game playoff.

Answer:  Eddie Harris
B) This prima donna third baseman started the year just biding time until free agency, but was roused from his slumber when his wife had a brief affair with rookie Rick Vaughn.

Answer:  Roger Dorn
C) He is a big believer in the power of voodoo, and his home runs were prodigious shots, but his inability to hit a curveball kept him from true greatness.

Answer:  Pedro Cerrano
15. Delta Tau Chi – great at making the toilets explode, not so great in the classroom.  Given their midterm grade point average as stated by Dean Wormer, identify the brother, ten each.
A) “Two C’s, two D’s, and an F.  That’s a 1.2 grade average.  Congratulations… you’re at the top of the Delta pledge class.”

Answer:  Larry “Pinto” Kroger (accept any of the three)

B) “Zero point two… Fat, drunk, and stupid is no way to go through life, son!”

Answer:  Kent “Flounder” Dorfman (accept any of the three)

C) “…HAS no grade point average.  All courses incomplete.”

Answer:  Daniel Simpson Day (accept Daniel or Day) or D-Day
16. They were the toast of Hollywood before being fired by Goldsmith Pictures in 1916.

15: 5 points per answer, name the Three Amigos, as portrayed by Chevy Chase, Steve Martin, and Martin Short in an eponymous 1986 film.

Answer:  
Dusty Bottoms (Chase), 
Lucky Day (Martin), 
Ned Nederlander or Little Neddy Knickers (Short) 
(On an answer of Knickers, they MUST pronounce the first K.)

10: The Amigos, upon their inglorious firing, head to Mexico to put on what they believe is their regular show.  In reality, they have been summoned to put an end to whose reign of criminal terror?

Answer:  El Guapo

5: His summoning involves finding the singing bush followed by silly chanting and shooting into the air.  Sadly, Dusty shoots straight behind him, killing this mystical character.

Answer:  Invisible Swordsman
17. Given a description, identify the character who appeared in the film version but didn’t make much of a splash in the television version of M*A*S*H, 5-10-15.

5: In the movie, he was transferred to the 4077 to help them win a football game.  He did appear some in the first season of the show before the writers learned there were no African-American army surgeons in Korea.

Answer:  Captain Oliver Harmon Jones or Spearchucker
10: Played by Tom Skerritt, he was a Southern gentleman who lived in the Swamp and had a secret affair with Hot Lips while denying he could even stand her.

Answer:  Captain Augustus Bedford Forrest or Duke
15: Intended as Hawkeye’s love interest in the film, much of her part was left on the cutting room floor.  Resurrected for the TV pilot, the idea was dropped immediately and she disappeared after season one.

Answer:  Lt. Maria Schneider or Dish
18. FTSNOP, answer the following about England’s loudest band, Spinal Tap.

10: 5 for one or 10 for all three, identify the three permanent musicians that make up the core membership of Spinal Tap.

Answer:  Nigel Tufnel, David St. Hubbins, Derek Smalls
5: The band is unable to keep a permanent member for this instrument, losing them due to gardening accidents, choking on someone else’s vomit, and spontaneous combustion.

Answer:  drums or drummers
15: After a tour supporting Smell the Glove unravels, the song “Sex Farm,” off of this earlier album, tops the charts in Japan, making them stars once again.

Answer:  Shark Sandwich
19. The Cannonball Run of 1981 was one of the most compelling auto races ever run, with the competitors covering the final yards on foot in a neck-and-neck race.  FTSNOP, answer the following.

10: Played by Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr., the characters of Jamie Blake and Morris Fenderbaum tried to elude authorities in their Ferrari by disguising themselves as what?

Answer:  Priests
15: In a bit of meta acting, he played Seymour Goldfarb, Jr., a man obsessed with the actor playing the part.  However, his Aston Martin does not carry him to victory.

Answer:  Roger Moore
5: This is the alter ego of Dom DeLouise’s Victor Prinzi, a superhero Victor refers to as “Him.”

Answer:  Captain Chaos
20. Given the Fast Times at Ridgemont High quote, identify the character speaking for 10, or the actor or actress for five.  You only have one guess per part.

A) “Mister, if you don’t shut up I’m going to kick 100% of your ass!”

Answer:  Brad Hamilton (accept either) for 10, Judge Reinhold for 5

B) “This is gonna be just like last summer. You fell in love with that girl at the Fotomat, you bought forty dollars worth of fuckin' film, and you never even talked to her. You don't even own a camera.”
Answer:  Mike Damone (accept either) for 10, Robert Romanus for 5

C) “This is U.S. History, I see the globe right there.”

Answer:  Jeff Spiccoli (accept either) for 10, Sean Penn for 5
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