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Arthurian Legend

Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan
Written by: Jeremy Hixson and the University of Oklahoma Academic Team

Final editing by: Andrew R. Juhl and the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team
Description: Everything you could ever want to know about Arthur, and much, much more.
Tossups 

1. Robert de Boron credits the idea for it to Merlin, and its actual creation to Uther.  In Layamon’s version, it could be folded up to be taken anywhere and was the result of a feud between several nobles that was settled by a chance encounter with a Cornish carpenter.  In yet another version, it was owned by King Leodegrance, who gave it to Arthur as a wedding present when the latter married the King’s daughter.  FTP, what is this piece of furniture, the shape of which is said to have been representative of the equality of all of the knights of Arthur? 

          ANSWER: Round Table 

2. The title character’s father, Gamuret, was killed in battle, and later his mother, Herzeleide, died of grief when her son left.  We learn that Titurel has died in the third act, and the title character’s return coincides with Titurel’s funeral.  Kundry, who had been forced to act as a seductress for the evil Klingsor, dies at the end, after her curse was lifted by the return of the Holy Spear to the Knights of the Grail.  FTP, name this opera, Wagner’s last, which is based on a work by Wolfram von Eschenbach.

          ANSWER: Parsifal 

3. According to Chrétien de Troyes, she lives, along with one of her daughters, in the Castle of Marvels and is discovered by Gawain.  In the Prose Merlin, she had two children by Hoel, her first husband, including Blasine, the wife of King Nentres.  Other children credited to her include Cador of Cornwall, Acheflour, the mother of Perceval in Syr Percyvelle, and Clarine, the mother of Lancelot in Ulrich von Zatzikhoven’s Lanzelet.  FTP, who is this woman, best known as the mother of Arthur?

          ANSWER: 
Igraine OR 



Igerne OR 



Arnive OR 



Eigyr 

4. His sister is sometimes known as Elyzabeth, while other traditions say that he is a cousin of Arthur. In some accounts, he has a horse’s ears and he raped his niece Labiane, who then gave birth to his son Meraugis, who became one of Arthur’s knights.  In Chapter 11 of Book XIX of Le Morte d’Arthur, Malory says that he treacherously slew his rival while he sat playing a harp under a tree.  FTP, who is this Cornish king, best known as the husband of Isolde and uncle of Tristan?

          ANSWER: 
King Mark of Cornwall OR 



King Margh of Cornwall OR




King Marche of Cornwall 



(prompt on “Cunomorus”)
5. It opens with Calogrenant relating a tale of his to an assembly which includes Guinevere.  In response to the story, his kinsman, Yvain decides that he must avenge Calogrenant, whereupon he slays the knight who defeated Calogrenant, Escaldos, and weds his wife.  Yvain then continues his adventures, failing to return in a year’s time, prompting her to refuse to see him.  FTP, what is this romance written by Chrétien de Troyes, in which Yvain finds the namesake animal and regains the trust of Laudine, the Lady of the Fountain?

          ANSWER: Yvain, the Knight with the Lion OR Yvain, Le Chevalier au Lion 

6. He has a distinctive scar on his forehead, which is often used to identify him.  Like many knights, he was tricked into sleeping with a woman, in this case the daughter of King Brandegoris, who bore his son, Elyan the White.  He causes the death of a lady and her maids when he refuses to sleep with them, despite threats to commit suicide. In yet another famous episode, he chooses to save a defenseless maiden over his own brother, who is surrounded by enemies.  FTP, who is this knight, best known as the only knight to achieve the Grail and return to Arthur’s court?

          ANSWER: Sir Bors the Younger 

7. In his De Excidio Britanniae, Gildas does not mention Arthur in discussion of this event and, instead, he is first associated with it in the Historia Britonum. Geoffrey of Monmouth credits Arthur with killing 470 of the enemy himself and his description locates this battle on Solsbury Hill, near Bath.  FTP, name this historical battle, dating from the turn of the sixth century, in which a combined Celtic and Romano-British force defeated the Anglo-Saxons and which is sometimes listed as Arthur’s ninth great battle.

          ANSWER: 
Battle of Mons Badonicus OR




Battle of Badon Mount OR




Battle of Mynydd Baddon OR




Battle of Badon Hill

8. Published from 1983 to 1985, it was the work of Mike Barr and Brian Bolland.  Merlin revives Arthur and his knights to yet again battle the forces of Morgan le Fey.  Several characters must adjust to new situations, such as Galahad’s reincarnation as a bushido-following samurai.  Tristan faces a particular dilemma after being reawakened as a woman, but still having his feelings for Isolde.  FTP, name this DC 'maxi-series' set in the future in which the forces of Arthur battle against Morgan, Mordred, and their alien army.

          ANSWER: Camelot 3000 

9. She makes only one appearance in the Welsh tradition, in a romance in the Mabinogion, and seems to have been taken from the French, specifically Chrétien de Troyes. Her husband stays isolated with her in a castle, a fact which, according to Tennyson, is prompted by fears that she will be tainted by Guinevere. This seclusion, however, results in his failure in his knightly duties. After a misunderstanding she is forced to accompany him on a perilous journey, which proves both her fidelity and his heroism. FTP, name this wife of Geraint or Erec, famed for her virtue and her love for her husband.

          ANSWER: Enide 

11. It appears to be analogous to or derived from Caladblog, which was owned by the Irish hero Fergus mac Róich.  In the Mabinogion, an early predecessor to this object was adorned with two snakes and its most distinctive feature seemed like flame emanating from the snakes’ mouths.  According to the Vulgate Cycle, it was returned by Sir Griflet to its rightful place at the request of the dying Arthur.  FTP, name this sword, which was either given to Arthur by the Lady of the Lake or taken from a stone. 

          ANSWER: Excalibur   
11. Its first mention comes in Robert de Boron’s poem Merlin, though it was left unnamed.  The first appearance of its name was in the Vulgate Cycle, which is also the first to mention the danger for those not destined to use it.  There is some dispute about its holder, as Robert de Boron claims that it was used by Perceval, contrary to many other traditions.  FTP, what is this famed seat at the Round Table in which any who sat would be killed, except the knight destined to complete the Grail Quest, most often Galahad?

          ANSWER: Siege Perilous 

12. He is the son of the King of Hungary and an heir to the Eastern Roman Empire. In Merlin and Vivian, Tennyson says his marriage resulted from his accidental entrance into the wrong bedroom, but it is considered a happy union. He may have been an epileptic, prompting Kay to dub him “Morte Jeune”, but this could also be tied to his incredible fighting prowess, which is like the battle rage of berserkers or the Irish hero Cúchulainn. FTP, who is this knight best remembered from his appearance in A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, when he challenged Hank to a duel?

          ANSWER: 
Sir Sagramore le Desirous OR




Sir Sagramore the Orange OR




Sir Sagramore of the Desert 

13. His first run-in with Arthur appears in several Welsh sources, especially Cardoc of Llancarfan’s The Life of St. Gildas, when he holds the queen hostage at his fortress on Glastonbury Tor.  In Chrétien de Troyes’s The Knight in the Cart, he is the first to suspect Guinevere’s affair with Lancelot when he discovers blood on her sheets.  In the former, Gildas negotiates a peaceful settlement, but in the latter, Lancelot kills this man in a trial by combat. FTP, who is this knight who is best known for his abduction of Guinevere in many different sources?

          ANSWER: 
Maleagant OR Malyagraunce (accept Melwas before Chrétien de Troyes) 

14. Strange enemies, led by Lord Chang, arrived from the east and were known as the Purple Horde.  The role of principle foe, however, was reserved for the forces under Morgan le Fey, namely in the form or Warlord Blackwing, who had the ability to fly, and Lord Viper.  To fight them, the protagonists were able to summon weapons from their armor, such as crossbows and lances.  FTP, name this animated series in which Merlin calls to the past a football team from our time led by quarterback Arthur King to fight Morgan’s forces and save the real King Arthur. 

          ANSWER: King Arthur and the Knights of Justice
15. Sir Pinel attempted to avenge this knight’s death by poisoning apples intended for Gawain at one of Guinevere’s feasts, but the apples were mistakenly eaten by Sir Patrise. Like Dinadan and Palamedes, he was first mentioned in the Prose Tristan. In many works, most notably Le Morte d’Arthur, he is considered the third greatest knight, ranking only behind Tristan and Lancelot.  FTP, who is this knight who is best known for his affair with Morgause, resulting in him being stabbed in the back in an ambush by Mordred?

          ANSWER: Sir Lamorak de Galis

16. According to Le Escanor by Girary d’Amiens, he weds Andrivete of Northumberland, the daughter of King Cador, after she flees from her uncle, Ayglin. Though later the feat is credited to Arthur himself, in Pa Gur, he slays the Cath Palug, a giant cat which terrorized Anglesey. In the Mabinogion, he is said to be able to change his height and hold his breath for nine days. Though he is initially a hero, in later literature, he becomes darker and even betrays Arthur. FTP, who is this knight, most often described as Arthur’s foster-brother and seneschal, the son of Sir Ector?

          ANSWER: Sir Kay the Seneschal OR Sir Gaius OR Sir Caius 

17. In Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Vita Merlini, Merlin regains his sanity by drinking from the Fountain of Barenton here. This was also the location where Yvain met the Lady of the Fountain in The Knight with the Lion. In the Vulgate Cycle, Morgan le Fay was said to have kept her lovers imprisoned here in an enchanted valley called the Val sans Retour. FTP, what is this enchanted forest located in Brittany, which is best known as the location where Merlin was imprisoned by Vivian?

          ANSWER: Forest of Brocéliande (accept Pompaint) 

18. Some have said that Palamedes’s unending hunt for this creature mirrors his unrequited love for Isolde. In the Perlesvaus, it is said to be a beautiful creature which symbolizes the death of Christ, but Robert de Boron describes it as having wings, the body of a lion covered in multi-colored spots, the legs of a deer, and the head and neck of a serpent.  This monster is most often hunted by Pellinore, and he first meets Arthur after the latter wakes from a dream to see the former drinking from a well.  FTP, what is this creature named for the noises which come from inside of it?

          ANSWER: 
Questing Beast OR




Barking Beast OR




Beast Glatisant 

19. The story opens with Kilydd, son of Kelyddon, unable to marry until he sees a briar with two blossoms on the grave of his first wife, Goleuddydd.  When he finally sees this, he takes the wife of King Doged, whose kingdom he conquers.  This woman then attempts to force his son, one of the title characters, to marry her daughter, but he refuses, citing his age.  She then curses him to wed only the daughter of the giant Yspaddaden Penkawr.  FTP, so begins what story, which has often been included in the Mabinogion, following the example of its first translator, Lady Charlotte Guest?

          ANSWER: 
Culhwch and Olwen OR




Culhwch ap Olwen OR




How Culhwch Won Olwen 

20. Its first mention comes in the Annales Cambriae, but it is unclear from that work whether the named participants were enemies or allies. Though there was a truce in place, this battle began when it was accidentally broken as a knight drew a sword to slay a snake. It was sparked after Arthur’s forces returned from their European campaigns to find that Mordred had taken Guinevere and the throne. FTP, name this battle at which both Arthur and Mordred died or were mortally wounded and after which, Arthur may have been taken to Avalon. 

          ANSWER: Battle of Camlann 

21. In Culhwch and Olwen, he accompanies the hero to win Olwen, is described as the third-fairest of all the men of Britain, and proves himself to be a very capable fighter.  In Le Morte d’Arrthur, as Arthur’s cupbearer and most trusted knight, he is dispatched, with his brother, as an ambassador to Mordred to negotiate a temporary armistice.  He is said to have only one hand, but, in all sources, appears as one of Arthur’s best knights.  FTP, who is this knight, most famous for throwing Excalibur to the Lady of the Lake just before Arthur’s death after the Battle of Camlann?

          ANSWER: 
Sir Bedivere OR




Sir Bedwyr OR




Sir Bédoier 

Bonuses - Arthurian Legend

1. 5 for 1, 10 for 2, 20 for 3 and 30 for all 4, identify the authors of each of the following modern fantasy or science-fiction series based on Arthurian legends from the name of the series and the novels in the series. 

A. The Pendragon Cycle: Taliesin, Merlin, Arthur, Pendragon, and Grail 
          ANSWER: Stephen R. Lawhead 

B. The Warlord Chronicles: The Winter King. Enemy of God, and Excalibur: A Novel of Arthur 

          ANSWER: Bernard Cornwell 

C. The Guenevere Trilogy: Guenevere: Queen of the Summer Country, Knight of the Sacred Lake, and Child of the Holy Grail 

          ANSWER: Rosalind Miles 

D. The Merlin Trilogy: The Crystal Cave, The Hollow Hills, and The Wicked Day 

          ANSWER: Mary Stewart 

2. There are several sources for the legends of Arthur, both fictional and purportedly non-fictional. FTPE, identify each of the following medieval historical accounts which added to Arthuriana and which may be entirely false. 

A. Attributed to both Gildas and Nennius, this work about the history of pre-Arthurian England discusses several monuments related to Arthur and lists Arthur’s 12 famous battles, though some clearly are not. 

          ANSWER: Historia Britonum OR The History of the Britons 

B. This work by Geoffrey of Monmouth was immensely popular in its own day, but was decried by contemporaries as nothing but lies, a trend which has continued into the present. 

          ANSWER: Historia Regum Britanniae OR The History of the Kings of Britain 

C. This semi-historical, Middle English poem by Layamon was in large part based on the Historia Regum Britanniae. The 16,000-line work focuses primarily on Arthur, belying much of its supposed historicity. 

          ANSWER: Brut 

3. FTPE, identify each of the following siblings of Gawain.

A. He was originally called Beaumains at Arthur’s court, because he would not reveal his name. His most famous exploit involves his travels with Lynette, who abuses him as “the lowly kitchen boy”, before realizing his true heroism. 

          ANSWER: Gareth 

B. His most famous exploit is the murder of his mother, Morgause, but he was generally a more positive character. Like Gareth, he was slain by Lancelot at Guinevere’s execution, prompting the feud between Gawain and Lancelot. 

          ANSWER: Gaheris 

C. Later authors attribute Gaheris’s murder of Morgause to this brother, and, in the Vulgate Cycle, he is the chief conspirator to reveal Lancelot’s affair with Guinevere. Lancelot slays him while fleeing or at Guinevere’s execution. 

          ANSWER: Agravaine 

4. FTPE, identify each of the following about the story of Sir Balin le Savage, known as The Knight with Two Swords. 

A. In order to re-ingratiate himself to Arthur, Balin and his brother Balan captured this king. In the process of capturing this man, who was Arthur’s greatest enemy early in his reign, they killed 40 of his knights. 

          ANSWER: King Rience OR King Ryons OR King Rion 

B. Balin arrived in the kingdom of Pelles, the Fisher King, to avenge a murder. When the Fisher King attacked him, Balin grabbed the Spear of Destiny and delivered this wound, which turned the Grail Kingdom into the Wasteland. 

          ANSWER: Dolorous Stroke 

C. Balan’s second sword was taken by Merlin after his death and a special message was inscribed on its pommel. That sword was then placed in a stone of marble from which it could only be taken by this knight. 

          ANSWER: Galahad 
5. In many of the stories of Arthur, the Grail Quest is a focal point. Just as often, the scene of the Grail vision is equally important. FTPE, identify the work in which each of these Grail visions occurs. 

A. In this work, Lancelot sees the Grail at a Mass on a table of silver with red samite covering it and angels around it. As a priest lifts it, two figures lower a younger figure into the Grail, a literal visualization of the Eucharistic ceremony.

          ANSWER: Le Morte d’Arthur (prompt on The Sankgreal) 

B. In this work, the Grail passes by in a procession held by a lady. The title character fails to ask about it, however, causing further pain to the Fisher King in whose castle he sees the Grail.

          ANSWER: The Story of the Grail OR Le Conte du Graal (prompt on Perceval) 

C. In this work, Perceval’s sister, a nun, first sees it enter on a beam of silver light, accompanied by a horn. The Grail itself is "rose-red with beatings in it, as if alive" and red color appears on the walls of her room until the Grail passes.

          ANSWER: The Idylls of the King (prompt on The Holy Grail) 

6. The stories of Arthur were very popular with the court of William the Conqueror and those who succeeded him. FTPE, identify each of the following Anglo-Norman writers and poets who tackled the subjects. 

A. Absolutely nothing is known about the life of this writer, but his version of the story of Tristan and Isolde is one of the first still extant. Many of his details also appear in the Prose Tristan, though they do not appear in other early works. 

          ANSWER: Béroul 

B. This poet possibly worked in the court of Henry II and has been suggested as the author of the Romance of the Horn.  His version of the Tristan story, like Béroul’s is also fragmentary, but is of a more refined character. 

          ANSWER: Thomas of Britain OR Thomas of England 

C. This poet and historian also worked in the court of Henry II and wrote the influential Roman de Brut, which inspired Layamon’s work and was itself taken from Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Britanniae. 

          ANSWER: Wace (accept Robert Wace) 

7. FTPE, identify each of the following characters associated with Lancelot du Lac. 

A. This man is Lancelot’s father by his wife Elaine of Benoic. He was eventually defeated and killed by Claudas, who conquers his kingdom. 

          ANSWER: King Ban of Benwick 

B. According to some traditions, including the Vulgate Cycle, Lancelot was raised by this magical figure, who took him in upon the death of Ban. She gave him a ring to protect him from magic and presented him at Camelot when he was 18. 

          ANSWER: Lady of the Lake (prompt on Vivian or Ninian or Nimue or Nyneve) 

C. During a visit to the kingdom of Pelles, the Fisher King, Lancelot is drugged by a servant of this woman. She is the daughter of Pelles and through her liaison with Lancelot, she gave birth to Galahad. 

          ANSWER: Elaine of Carbonek OR Elaine the Peerless
8. FTPE, identify each of these knights, none of whom are considered principal characters. 

A. This knight is best remembered for composing a song ridiculing King Mark in Le Morte d’Arthur, and is generally a humorist or joker. He is a companion of Tristan and made his first appearance in the Prose Tristan.

          ANSWER: Sir Dinadan 

B. The brother of Bors the Younger, he eventually becomes the King of Gaunnes and is killed by Mordred’s son, Melehan. He is best known for attacking his brother and accidentally killing a hermit and Sir Calogrenant, who try to stop him. 

          ANSWER: Sir Lionel 

C. He is a Saracen and the son of the King of Babylon. In the Post-Vulgate Cycle, he converts to Christianity, allowing him to complete one of his major tasks. Like Dinadan, he was first introduced in the Prose Tristan. 

          ANSWER: Sir Palamedes OR Sir Palamoides 
9. [Visual Bonus] The Lady of Shalott has long been a popular figure with authors and artists. 5 for 1, 10 for 2, 20 for 3, and 30 for all 4, identify the artist responsible for each of the following depictions of her.

A. ANSWER: John William Waterhouse 

B. ANSWER: William Holman Hunt 

C. ANSWER: Dante Gabriel Rossetti 

D. ANSWER: John William Waterhouse 

10. FTPE, identify each of the following things about Prince Valiant, from the Hal Foster comic strip Prince Valiant in the Days of King Arthur. 

A. Valiant is said to be the prince of this mythical northern land, which has been variously described as a part of Scandinavia or as an island in the North Sea. It is from here that Valiant comes to England and Arthur’s court. 

          ANSWER: Thule 

B. The Queen of the Misty Isles, this woman is Valiant’s love and wife. Their first son, Arn, was born in America and they have had four other children. 

          ANSWER: Aleta 

C. This is Valiant’s weapon, which he received from Prince Arn of Ord while the two were attempting to rescue Ilene, who had been captured by Vikings. It shares its name with a type of sword popular during the late Middle Ages. 

          ANSWER: Singing Sword OR Flamberge 

11. FTPE, identify each of the following women to whom Knights of the Round Table had to come home. 

A. This is the wife of Tristan, whom he meets after being banished from Cornwall. She is the daughter of his host, King Hoel, and he weds her only for her name. In some accounts, he dies when she lies about the arrival of his lover. 

ANSWER: Isolde aux Blanches Maines OR Isolde of Brittany OR Isolde of the Fair Hands OR Isolde of the White Hands (prompt on “Isolde”)
B. Though in some traditions Perceval was a virgin, this is his wife and the daughter of his teacher, Gornemant. In Wolfram von Eschenbach’s Parzival, she bears him two sons. She sometimes shares her name with his mother. 

          ANSWER: Blancheflur 

C. This woman was the wife of Sir Gawain, a hag whom he married out of duty to Arthur, whose life she had saved. Asked when he would allow her to be beautiful, he agreed to let her choose, giving her beauty at all times. 

          ANSWER: Dame Ragnell 

12. Arthuriana - so inspiring that it encourages people to break out into song. 5 for 1, 10 for 2, 20 for 3, and 30 for all 4, identify whether the lyrics come from Camelot, Spamalot or neither.

A. “But I must depend on a wish and a star / As long as my heart doesn't know who you are.”

          ANSWER: Neither (It's from The Music Man)

B. In any great adventure, / that you don't want to lose, / victory depends upon the people that you choose.

          ANSWER: Spamalot 

C. Where are you, my heart's desire? / My heart is true, but where are you?

          ANSWER: Spamalot 

D. You'll disconnect him? / I'll vivisect him. / You'll open-wide him? / I'll subdivide him.

          ANSWER: Camelot 

13. Identify the following person from clues, 30-20-10-1. 

(30) His father was Eliaurus, a magician who had slept with Ysave and tricked her husband into believing that various farm animals were his wife. He only discovers this when Eliaurus comes to Camelot for a decapitating contest. 

(20) He received his famous nickname, Briefbras, from an enchanted snake, which attached itself to his arm, draining it of all of its vitality. When the snake was finally removed, the limb was stunted and small.

(10) His wife, either Guimier or Tegau, was the only woman in the court who was able to drink from Morgan’s drinking horn, and was thus the only faithful wife. Other tests proved likewise. 

(1) He shares his name with Caradoc, a Celtic chieftain who opposed the Roman conquest of Britain and with Caradoc, a mythical king of Britain who ruled in the name of Emperor Magnus Maximus.

          



ANSWER: Caradoc OR Carados OR Caradog 

14. FTPE, name each of the following figures, which may or may not be related. 

A. Several figures are known as this, including Sir Ither, whom, having stolen a cup from Arthur, Perceval slays, and Sir Ironside, whom, having kidnapped Lyonesse, Gareth slays. Perceval and Gawain also take this title occasionally. 

          ANSWER: The Red Knight (accept Red Knight of the Red Launds but not Red Rose Knight) 

B. Though several figures are known by this title, the most famous is Sir Melou, either a bastard son of Mordred or of Tom a’Lincoln, best known for his travels with the Faerie Knight, his half-brother. 

          ANSWER: The Black Knight 

C. Sir Pertolepe, who was slain by Gareth, went by this title, but Sir Bertilak, who entered into a decapitating contest with Gawain, is the most famous to bear it. 

          ANSWER: The Green Knight 

15. The Arthurian legends have at times been used as fodder for the torment of the masses. FTPE, identify these bad movies, all of which are based, sometimes very loosely, on Arthuriana. 

A. This George Romero-directed, 1981 film follows a group of biking-jousters as their group disintegrates similarly to the break-up of the Round Table. The characters take names from figures of medieval myth and legend, like Merlin. 

          ANSWER: Knightriders 

B. This 1996 film stars Ernest Borgnine as a grandfather telling tales of the title character to his grandson. The wizard opens a store in the contemporary US and proceeds to terrorize his customers with his wares, including a demon monkey. 

          ANSWER: Merlin’s Shop of Mystical Wonders 

C. This 1984 film features Miles O’Keeffe as Gawain, a squire who is quickly knighted in the beginning, and Sean Connery as the Green Knight in an adaptation of their famed story which departs significantly from the poem. 

          ANSWER: Sword of the Valiant: The Legend of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
16. FTPE, identify each of the following about the adventures of the knights on the Grail Quest, as told by Malory. 

A. Sir Bagdemagus was the first knight to fall on the quest, when he tried to take this object from an abbey. He was told that it rightfully belonged to Galahad, for whom it and its lone red cross became an important symbol. 

          ANSWER: Shield of Joseph of Arimathea 

B. After receiving the Shield of Joseph of Arimathea, Galahad defeats the seven knights who hold this castle. They had assassinated Duke Lianour and ruled it wickedly for seven years. 

          ANSWER: Maidens’ Castle OR Castle of Maidens 

C. Sir Lancelot, after coming upon a mourner, is charged with wearing this possession of the dead man, as part of his penance for the affair with Guinevere. He is also forced to give up meat and wine during the quest. 

          ANSWER: Hair Shirt 

17. The Arthurian tales are so popular that even Mark Twain took a stab at them. FTPE, identify each of the following characters from Twain’s version of the story. 

A. Quoting large swaths of Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur, this woman accompanies Hank Morgan on his first jaunt into knight errantry. Eventually, she becomes his wife and they have a daughter, Hello-Central. 

          ANSWER: Demoiselle Alisande la Carteloise OR Sandy 

B. This youth becomes attached to Hank from the start and helps him to get out of prison. He quickly becomes Hank’s right-hand man and does much of the work that results in the massacre of the knights at the end of the novel. 

          ANSWER: Amyas le Poulet OR Clarence 

C. During his travels, Hank purchases a large feast and a large number of other provisions for this man and his wife. In the course of the feast, Hank helped this man to show up his egotistical friend, Dowley, a local blacksmith. 

          ANSWER: Marco 

18. Morgan le Fay: an immortal, a witch, a healer, a bitch. FTPE, identify each of the following things or people associated with this powerful figure and sister of Arthur. 

A. In Geoffrey of Monmouth’s account, Vita Merlini, Morgan, who is described as a shape-shifting demigod, is one of the nine sisters who govern this isle. The island is thought to be related to the Welsh word for apple. 

          ANSWER: Avalon 

B. Morgan is often listed as the wife of this man and the mother of his son Ywain. He is the king of Gore and is the father of Uwaine or Ywain the Bastard by the wife of his seneschal. 

          ANSWER: King Urien of Gore 

C. This man is Morgan’s lover and she had planned to place him on the throne before his death. He was killed when she stole Excalibur and granted the sword and its magical scabbard to this man, but Arthur killed him nonetheless. 

ANSWER: Accolan
19. FTPE, identify each of the following buildings from Edmund Spenser’s Faerie Queen from a brief description.

A. This is the abode visited by the Redcrosse Knight in Book I. In it dwells Lucifera, who leads a parade of sins, and it is described by Spenser as being ornately designed, but of such weak construction that “every breath of Heaven shaked it”. 

          ANSWER: House of Pride 

B. This is the abode Guyon and Arthur visit in Book II. Alma, representing the pure soul, dwells here and it serves as an allegory for the human body, of which Spenser says “[of] God’s works… there is no one more fair and excellent”.

          ANSWER: House of Temperance 

C. This is the abode Britomart visits in Book III. Flames surround it and inside she rescues Amoret after seeing a parade of lust. The walls are covered in art displaying “many a fair feat… of lusty-head…. all Cupid’s wars… and cruel battles”.

          ANSWER: House of Busirane OR Castle of Busirane 

20. FTPE, identify each of the following places associated with important Arthurian characters.

A. This castle was Lancelot’s stronghold in Northumberland. It was either awarded to him for defending Guinevere from Mador’s charges or he took the castle himself. He made it his home upon discovering a tomb there with his name. 

          ANSWER: Joyous Gard OR Dolorous Gard 

B. According to Thomas Malory, after the deaths of Arthur and Lancelot’s resignation to life as a hermit, Guinevere retires to a nunnery at this site, not far from Stonehenge. 

          ANSWER: Amesbury 

C. According to Geoffrey of Monmouth and others, this castle in Cornwall was the site of Arthur’s conception, when Uther deceived Igraine. It was also listed as his birthplace and one of his strongholds. 

          ANSWER: Tintagel 

20. 5 for 1, 10 for 2, 20 for 3, and 30 for all 4, identify each of these kings who preceded Arthur to the throne of Britain. 

A. This man was probably historical. In the Historia Britonnum, he is charged with incest with his daughter, and he is said to have hired the Anglo-Saxons as mercenaries and that they revolted against him, setting up their own kingdoms. 

          ANSWER: Vortigern 

B. This son of Vortigern is credited with deposing his father and fighting four important battles with the Saxons. He died, possibly by poison, and Vortigern returned to the throne. 

          ANSWER: Vortimer 

C. He is sometimes listed as a son of Constantine III and as a brother of Constans, whom Vortigern succeeded and murdered. He was Vortigern’s second successor and some sources even list him as a possible historical Arthur.

          ANSWER: Ambrosius Aurelianus OR Aurelius Ambrosianus 

D. This man is Ambrosius’s younger brother and successor. His many children include Morgause, Elaine of Garlot, Morgan le Fay, and Arthur, by Igraine, the wife of Gorlois. 

          ANSWER: Uther Pendragon 

22. FTPE, identify each of the following Celtic deities, all of whom have been suggested as an antecedent to an Arthurian character.

A. Referring to both a male and a female deity, both of which were associated with bears, this figure, who was associated with Mercury by the Romans in Gaul, is seen as a possible antecedent to King Arthur himself. 

          ANSWER: Artaios OR Artio OR Artos 

B. He is associated with triplism and was also recognized as a form of Mercury by the Romans in Gaul. In Ireland, he is a leader of the Tuatha Dé Danann, having succeeded Balor. He is often thought to be a prototype for Lancelot. 

          ANSWER: Lugus OR Lugh OR Lleu Llaw Gyffes 

C. She is regarded as the daughter of Avalloc, who is possibly a chthonic deity or the ruler of Avalon, and as the mother of Mabon, a hunter-god. She is the Welsh equivalent to the Gaulish Dea Matrona and a possible basis for Morgan le Fay. 

          ANSWER: Modron 
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