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Anime Packet no Jutsu
Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Pete Burns and Kevin Lu of the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Club

Final editing: by Pete Burns and Kevin Lu of the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Club

Description: Anime.  Yeah, really: anime.
Tossups:

1. “Rare artifact--the importance of the Beauties of Nature.”  “Bushy Brow's Pledge: Undying Love and Protection.”  “He Flies! He Jumps! He Lurks! Chief Toad Appears!” “Disqualification!? Danger! Moving ahead of schedule! The troubled great main battle.” “The hot-blooded teacher-student bond--the time a man must follow his Way of the(*) Ninja.”  “The Sharingan Revived: Dragon Flame Jutsu!” All these are, FTP, along with “Run!!! Curry of life” and “Even Akamaru is jealous of its super tracking power! Search for the phantom Bikoujou Bug,” episode titles from what anime about an annoying boy training to become the world’s greatest ninja?

Answer: Naruto

2. The first line in “Some Other Time” from the Ghost in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex soundtracks is “ever the clown you are.”  Or, it’s “and on a cloudy knoll.”  Or, it’s “evah nah clania.”  The published lyrics for “Stamina Rose” and “Cyber Bird” don’t match the sounds that the singer makes.  All are supposedly sung by Gabriela Robin(*), but many fans believe that that is a pseudonym for the writer of those songs and namesake of, FTP, what nonsense language whose creator is Yoko Kanno?

Answer: Kannoese [prompt on Yoko Kanno before mention]

3. Examples of it can be found in video games such as Final Fantasy, Super Mario, and Zero Wing.  An alveolar [AL-vee-oh-lar] lateral flap accounts for the alveolar approximant and the alveolar lateral approximant, and there is free variation of the voiceless alveolar fricative and the voiceless postalveolar fricative.  There is no voiceless dental fricative, voiced dental fricative, or voiced labiodental fricative(*).  These rules of IPA pronunciation describe, FTP, what pseudodialect responsible for such errors as Monty Python’s bicycle tour of Northern Colonworol and South Park’s Shitty Wok?

Answer: Engrish

4. First there are three, but eventually there are four.  This manga by Masakazu Katsura recently licensed by Viz Media Inc. follows the story of teenager Seto(*) Ichitaka in his roundabout path to love and his high school experiences surrounding it.  FTP, name this work whose namesake comes from the main characters’ alliterative names.

Answer: I”s [EYES or EYEZU (the letter I, two apostrophes, and a plural s)]

5. It is an honorific second-person pronoun originally used as a term for another person’s house or family.  The modern slang usage appears to have been created in 1983 by Akio Nakamori in the lolicon magazine “Manga Burikko,” and is distinguished by being written only in hiragana or katakana(*).  It was used then to refer to a group of people as only addressing their peers by a distant and formal pronoun.  FTP, what Japanese word now has been assimilated into anime subculture to refer to any fan of anime?

Answer: Otaku

6. The series starts with the main character as a 12-year old boy in search of his dead grandfather.  There are seven(*) of this anime’s namesake items, which summon the great dragon Shenlong.  The show finally ends with the main character’s marriage as the 19-year old champion of the World Tournament.  FTP, what is the title of the anime based on Akira Toriyama’s works that introduces the iconic anime figure Goku?

Answer: Dragon Ball

7. Yukito Nigi decides to pay a visit to Olga, the school's scientist, and use his perverted moves on her. However, he accidently turns one of her experiments, causing the disruption of time and space. To return the world to normal, Yukito must locate and obtain the Seven(*) Holy Dildos. The only problem is that someone is also looking for them and the only way to win one from its holder is to partake in a sex fight.  FTP name this Hentai parody, whose name is also slang for an unruly and destructive person.

Answer: Hooligan [accept The Quest for the Seven Holy Dildos before mention]

8. Created by Satoshi Tajiri in 1995, this anime first aired in 1997 and is set in an imaginary land named Kanto.  Its multi-billion dollar franchise is owned entirely by(*) Nintendo and its mascot is a yellow, electric mouse-like creature.  FTP, name this anime and video game whose well-known slogan is “Gotta catch ‘em all!”?

Answer: Pokémon or Pocket Monsters

9. In 2003, this anime was adapted from its Playstation 2 origins to much greater acclaim.  The show follows the past of friends(*) Brandon Heat and Harry MacDowell through their lives as small-time criminals up to their meeting with the enormous Millenion Organization.  FTP, name this anime with intertwined main characters “Bloody Harry” and “Beyond the Grave.”
Answer: Gungrave

10. The Diclonius, or two-horned humans, are a deadly breed of humans born with special powers called “Vectors.” (*)  Lucy is one with a dual-personality while Kouta is her childhood friend, traumatized by a suppressed memory from years ago.  Controversial for its beautiful animation yet graphic violence and nudity, FTP, name this anime whose title comes from German for “Elf Song.”
Answer: Elfen Lied

11. Based on the best-selling and controversial 1999 novel by Koushun Takami of the same name, this 15-volume manga has been distributed in the U.S. by TOKYOPOP.  Under the guise of a school trip, a bus of middle school students is forced by the state military to participate in(*) The Program, a state-sanctioned killfest designed for broadcast entertainment.  Infamous for its unparalleled graphicness, FTP name this manga whose title is a synonym for a “free-for-all.”
Answer: Battle Royale

12. This group claims that their name translates to “I’m gay,” while a more official source uses “believe it” as an analogue, but both are wrong.  On April 19, 2006, they picked up the series “Pythagoras Switch” after a joke release of the show under the name “you have been trolled” saw unexpected popularity.  Five days later, episode(*) 151 of its most famous series became the first fansub-released episode to break 300,000 bit torrent downloads.  FTP name this sub group that uses the tag DB, named after a nonsense catch phrase in the anime Naruto.
Answer: Dattebayo [dah-tay-BYE-oh]

13. The original appeared in the Universal Century, and had arms and legs that it only used once and the ability to read brain waves.  In subsequent series it was mass-produced, and one replica of the original was even capable of piloting Mobile Suits.  In the Cosmic Era, Athrun Zala(*) builds 35 of them for Lacus Clyne—her favorite is pink-chan, who can often be heard shouting “mitometakunai!” [mee-toh-meh-tah-koo-NYE]. FTP identify this small floating robot companion, invented by Amuro Ray in the original “Mobile Suit Gundam.”
Answer: Haro [prompt on pink(-chan) before mention] 

14. Chika Umino, the author of the manga by this name, named it after two albums: one by Suga Shikao and the other by Spitz, and the anime adaptation features a number of songs from each album.  The opening theme to both the original anime and its sequel are performed by YUKI, and the opening animations feature(*) CGI animated food such as a pyramid sculpture of animals dissolving into maple syrup, and shrimp jumping out of a bowl in a claw shape toward the camera.  FTP name this art-school drama about the love triangles of, among others, Takemoto, Morita, and Hagu.
Answer: Honey and Clover OR Hachimitsu to Kuroubaa OR Hachikuro 

15. Inspirations for this series include Ted Nelson’s Project Xanadu, Timothy Leary’s 8-Circuit Model of Consciousness, and Douglass Rushkoff’s book Cyberia, which ended up as the name of a nightclub in the series itself.  A 13-episode series with “layer” titles such as(*) Weird, Psyche, Ego, and Infornography, FTP identify this “cyberpunk mindfuck” that begins with a dead girl sending email from beyond the grave, about the title character’s interactions with the world of The Wired.
Answer: Serial Experiments Lain
16. A popular song on the StepMania platform is “Shining Collection,” from this series.  It revolves around the band Bad Luck, their rivalry with the band ASK, and their striving to surpass the success of their idols in the band(*) Nittle Grasper.  FTP name this Shounen-ai [SHO-nen EYE] series about lead singer Shuichi Shindou falling in love with romance novelist Eiri Yuki.
Answer: Gravitation
17. The most notable difference is the main character, who did not appear at all in the original.  The main character and namesake of that first series does not appear until the latter half of this series, and while narrating in a voiceover, complains that she didn’t get enough screen time in this sequel.  Most of the other characters from the first series, including(*) Shizuru, Natsuki, and Yukariko, are present as school administrators, rather than students.  FTP name this series about Arika Yumemia, the sequel to Mai-HiME [my hee-may].
Answer: Mai-Otome or Mai-ZHiME

18. This anime is notable for being one of the first to taken advantage of the layering of patterns in digital animation, and its 3D backgrounds and environments are characteristic of its producer, GONZO.  While set in 5053, the series retains much of the aesthetic of(*) 1800s France from the original work.  Opening with a mysterious nobleman befriending and then seducing Albert de Morcef, FTP name this anime based on an Alexandre Dumas work.
Answer: Gankutsuou - The Count of Monte Cristo

19. In the spring of 1999, the Family Learning Channel commissioned the animator to produce promotional segments for their network.  The cartoons were completed in five weeks.  The Family Learning Channel(*) discarded all of them upon review, and they were never aired.  Meanwhile, the Johnson & Mills corporation approached the animator to produce a series of advertisements for their assorted home products.  Upon submittal of the finished commercials, they too were refused outright.  The animator’s clear and steady downhill state continued.  Soon he was completing commercial segments entirely with his left hand.  Perhaps it was the animator’s creative stagnation in the commercial world or a deeper loss of individuality therein.  Without meaningful input and lacking any remaining reason or coherent narrative structure, the forsaken cartoons grew unstable.  They began to fall apart.  This text is from, FTP, what short film by Don Hertzfeldt, the 3rd most popular of all time according to IMDB users, famous for such lines as “I am a banana” and “my anus is bleeding.”
Answer: Rejected [prompt on Don Hertzfeldt before mention]

20. The normal laws of physics do not apply.  In space, loud explosions are even louder because there is no air to get in the way.  Everything explodes.  Anything that explodes bulges first.  Large cities are the most explosive substances known to human science, especially Tokyo. The human body contains over 12 gallons of blood.  Any color in the visible spectrum is considered a natural hair color. Eyes are rather large because they contain several gallons of water, which may be instantaneously released through large tear ducts.  These are part of, FTP, what list of hypotheses that attempts to describe the reality of this packet?
Answer: The Laws of Anime
Bonuses – Anime Packet No Jutsu

1. Identify the Naruto character from his or her kekkei genkai, or bloodline limit jutsu, FTPE.

a. Shikotsumyaku, or Dead Bone Pulse

Answer: Kimimaro Kaguya [accept either]

b. Mangekyo Sharingan

Answer: Itachi Uchiha [accept either] OR Kakashi Hakate [accept either]

c. Byakugan

Answer: Neji Hyuga [accept either] OR Hinata Hyuga [accept either]

2. Identify the divisions from the Gotei 13 of Soul Society from their lieutenants FTPE, or from their captains for five.

(10) Renji Abarai

(5) Byakuya Kuchiki

Answer: 6th
(10) Yachiru Kusajishi

(5) Kenpachi Zaraki

Answer: 11th
(10) Choujiro Sasakibe

(5) Shigekuni Yamamoto-Genryiusai

Answer: 1st
3. Given lists of anime that they have produced, identify these production companies FTPE:
a. Hellsing, Full Metal Panic, Last Exile

Answer: GONZO
b. Furi Kuri, The End of Evangelion, Ghost in the Shell

Answer: Production I.G.
c. Mobile Suit Gundam, Witch Hunter Robin, InuYasha, Cowboy Bebop

Answer: Sunrise
4. Given the fictitious land in which it takes place, name the anime or franchise FTPE.

a. Amestris

Answer: Fullmetal Alchemist or Hagane no Renkinjutsushi

b. Prester, or Anatoray and Disith

Answer: Last Exile

c. The World

Answer: .hack [dot hack]

5. Given information on a servant seeking the Holy Grail from Fate/Stay Night, identify his or her real identity FTPE.  If you need clues as to that identity, you’ll get five.

(10) Saber, Shiro’s servant—she seeks the Grail to fulfill a knight’s debt.

(5) Two of Saber’s abilities are named Avalon and Excalibur

Answer: Arturia Pendragon [accept either, or Arthur]

(10) Berserker, Ilya’s servant—a giant with immense strength.

(5) Two of Berserker’s abilities are named Nine Lives and God Hand: The Twelve Labours

Answer: Heracles or Hercules
(10) Caster, Kuzuki’s servant, who seeks to live peacefully with her master until attacked.

(5) In Caster’s previous life, she married Aegeus and tried to kill Theseus.

Answer: Medea

6. Given a fansub group’s chosen acronym tag and series it appears on, name the group FTPE:

a. KAA, as seen on Full Metal Panic and Fullmetal Alchemist
Answer: Kick Ass Anime
b. AF-F, as seen on Samurai Champloo and Fullmetal Alchemist

Answer: Anime Forever Fansubs
c. B-A, as seen on Excel Saga and Fullmetal Alchemist

Answer: Baka Anime

7. Because there are too few reasons to see the implied nudity of schoolgirls…name the Sailor Senshi transformations from clues FTPE:

a. This Sailor Senshi’s real name is Michiru Kaioh.  She wears a blue-green uniform and carries the Deep Aqua Mirror.
Answer: Sailor Neptune

b. This Senshi is Haruka Tenoh.  She carries the Space Sword, and as Sailor Neptune’s partner is one of the most famous out gay characters in anime.

Answer: Sailor Uranus
c. This Senshi, Princess Usagi Small Lady Serenity Tsukino, claims to be 902 years old and is the daughter of Tuxedo Mask and the original Sailor Moon.

Answer: Sailor Chibi Moon OR Chibiusa
8. Identify the anime currently airing on Adult Swim by secondary characters FTPE, or from main characters for 5.

(10) Tatsuki Arisawa, Karin and Yuzu Kurosaki

(5) Rukia Kuchiki, Ichigo Kurosaki

Answer: Bleach
(10) Dominic Sorel, Maurice, Maeter, and Linck

(5) Holland Novak, Renton Thurston

Answer: Eureka seveN

(10)Kaede, Myoga, Totosai

(5)Kagome Higurashi, Miroku

Answer: InuYasha

9. Identify the Studio Ghibli movie from clues FTPE.

a. This 1997 movie is 6th on Roger Ebert’s list of the top movies of 1999, and the third most popular anime movie in Japan, next to 2001's Spirited Away 2004's Howl's Moving Castle—all three are by Hayao Miyazaki.

Answer: Princess Mononoke or Mononoke Hime

b. This 1998 movie is an adaptation of the semi-autobiographical novel of the same name by Akiyuki Nosaka, intended as a personal apology to the author's own sister, and the tale of two orphaned children, Seita and his younger sister Setsuko.

Answer: Grave of the Fireflies or Hotaru no Haka

c. This 2006 movie will be released in the US by Disney no sooner than 2009, but fansubbed copies are already available.  Based on the book The Farthest Shore by Ursula K. Le Guin, it is directed by Gorou Miyazaki, son of Hayao.

Answer: Tales from Earthsea or Gedo Senki

10. There are six anime and manga series set in the Cosmic Era of the Gundam universe.  FTPE, name any three. Hint: all answers will have the word “SEED” in them.
Answers: Gundam SEED
Gundam SEED Destiny
Gundam SEED C.E. 73: Stargazer
Gundam SEED Astray
Gundam SEED Destiny Astray
Gundam SEED C.E. 73: Delta Astray

11. Identify the Japanese musical act from albums FTPE, or from songs they performed for anime series for five.

(10) Houkai Amplifier, Sol-Fa

(5) Rewrite from Fullmetal Alchemist

Answer: Asian Kung-Fu Generation
(10) I/O, Love Love Sweetie versions 1, 2, and 3

(5) Brilliant Road to Tomorrow, The End of the World, and Dear My Best Friend, all from Stellvia of the Universe

Answer: angela
(10) Era of Queens, Eternal (Eien) [eh-YEN]

(5) Inner Universe and Rise from Ghost in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex

Answer: Origa

12. Identify these wolves searching for Rakuen given clues.

a. The only survivor of a forest fire that killed his entire family and pack, this arctic wolf’s name means “fang.”

Answer: Kiba
b. This Mexican wolf wears a dog collar at all times, and his name means “whisker.”
Answer: Hige

c. This self-reliant Eurasian tundra wolf was disowned by his pack, and has a name meaning “claw.”

Answer: Tsume

13. Answer the following about one of Japan’s most prolific anime composers, Yuki Kajiura.
a. In 2001, Kajiura composed the soundtrack for this anime about “two maidens who govern death,” the name of which is also a genre of film.

Answer: Noir
b. In 1992, she, along with Chiaki Ishikawa and Yukiko Nishioka to form this band which broke up in 1995 but reformed in 2001 and went on to contribute to the successful .hack//sign [dot hack sign] soundtrack.

Answer: See-saw
c. One of Kajiura’s solo projects is this, a series of collaborations with artists such as Asuka Kato, Kaori Oda, and most famously, Yuuka Nanri, with whom she released the 2005 album “Destination.”

Answer: FictionJunction
14. Japanese 102--FFPE and a bonus 5 for all correct, translate into English the following words which, unless you’re a filthy dub-lover, you have probably heard in anime: [Moderator: accept equivalents]
a. neko [NEH-koh]
Answer: Cat
b. honto

Answer: Truth or Truly
c. nani 


Answer: What
d. umai


Answer: Delicious

e. watashi

Answer: I

15. More Japanese!  FFPE and a bonus 5 for all correct, count—in Japanese and in order—from one to five.

Answer, in specific order:

Ichi [EECH or EE-chi]


Ni [NEE]


San

Si OR Shi OR Yon

 
Go

16. FTPE, given a strategy for cosplaying a character from anime, name that character.

a. Black kimonoesque robe, spiked orange hair, big-ass sword.

Answer: Ichigo Kurosaki [accept either]

b. Blue or denim shorts, loose-fitting white t-shirt, unruly red hair, goggles.

Answer: Edward Wong Hau Pepelu Tivrusky IV OR Francois
c. Hooded parka, forehead protector, small dog [stuffed or otherwise]

Answer: Kiba
17. A longstanding tradition in anime and manga is the releasing of overly-detailed character sheets for every principal character.  FTPE, given gender, age, height, blood type, and animal they transform into, name these members of the Sohma family.
a. Male, 27-28, 178cm, AB, dog.

Answer: Shigure Sohma

b. Male, 15-16, 170.2cm, O, ox.

Answer: Hatsuharu Sohma

c. Male and female, 19 and past 20, 163.8cm, AB, none.

Answer: Akito Sohma

18. Give the name or number of the angel from Neon Genesis Evangelion from clues FPTE.
a. Named for the Angel of Water, this first angel to attack Tokyo-3 defeated Shinji Ikari and Unit 01, causing it to go berserk.

Answer: Sachiel or 3

b. This angel ends up inside Rei Ayanami after being implanted into Gendo Ikari’s right hand.  The act of containing him caused Second Impact.

Answer: Adam or 1
c. This angel has the strongest AT Field of them all, and is only killed after 64 seconds of a single frame of animation.

Answer: Kaworu [COW-roo] Nagisa [accept either] or Tabris or 17

19. Name the Japanese seiyuu, or voice actor, from roles FTPE:

a. Kaiser and Ken from Digimon, Temari from Naruto, Edward Elric from Fullmetal Alchemist

Answer: Paku Romi [accept either]

b. Shuichi Shindou from Gravitation, Gilgamesh from Fate/Stay Night, Yzak from Gundam SEED, Sagara Sousuke from Full Metal Panic!

Answer: Seki Tomokazu [accept either]

c. Uchiha Sasuke from Naruto, Uryuu Ishida from Bleach, Emiya Shirou from Fate/Stay Night

Answer: Sugiyami Noriaki [accept either]

20. Given a list of Characters, identify the hair color they have in common FTPE.

a. Sakura Haruno from Naruto, Shuuici Shindou from Gravitation, Lacus Clyne from Gundam SEED

Answer: Pink
b. Motoko Kusanagi from Ghost in the Shell, Misato Katsuragi from Neon Genesis Evangelion, Mashiro from Mai-HiME
Answer: Purple or Lavender
c. Abel Nightroad from Trinity Blood, Toshiro Hitsugaya from Bleach, Sephiroth from Final Fantasy

Answer: White
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