HARVARD FALL TOURNAMENT 2006

ROUND TWO

TOSSUPS
1. His first published work was a discussion of Descartes’s philosophy, which hinted at this man’s later views.  That work was followed by A Theologico-Political Treatise, published in 1670.  That work critiqued both the superficiality of popular religion and the militant view of Protestantism held by the House of Orange.  Not surprisingly given this man’s religious background, he also urged tolerance between Christians and* Jews.  His most famous work, published in 1677, uses deductive reasoning and a form based on Euclid’s Elements to argue that Deus sive Natura – “god or nature” – is the single substance of which all reality consists.  FTP, identify this 17th-century metaphysical Jewish-Dutch philosopher, a rationalist known for his Ethics.


ANSWER: Baruch Spinoza

2. She confided to Ellen Degeneres in September 2006 that her two life goals are to learn Arabic and to jump out of an airplane.  Her mother was of French Creole descent and her father quit his job at Xerox to manage the group Girl Tyme, which evolved into the group with which she became famous, singing hits such as “Bug A Boo,” “Jumpin’, Jumpin’,” and “Bills, Bills, Bills.”  Her solo career included such hits as “Me, Myself, and I” and “Naughty Girl,” both of which were included on her debut album, Dangerously in Love.  September 2006 saw the release of her second album, B’Day, which includes the singles “Ring the Alarm” and “Déjà Vu.”  FTP, name this popular singer, formerly the most recognizable member of Destiny’s Child.


ANSWER: Beyoncé Knowles (accept either name)

3. Members of the second one avoided the gabelle, the corvée royale, and the taille and had the right to wear a sword.  Membership in the first one was perpetuated by Salic Law, since primogeniture often encouraged second sons to join the clergy, where their duties included censorship and collection of the tithe, while the benefits included tax-free land.  The third one comprised 98% of the population and included the bourgeoisie.  The fourth one is often said to be the press, but it was the first three that were represented in the eponymous “general” that was called in 1789.  FTP, identify these French social orders?


ANSWER: estate of the realm (accept état)

4. In preparation, integrins become phosphorylated and release the cell from its substratum.  In plants, it is mediated by the phragmoplast, where vesicles gather and accumulate, and it plays a role in embryonic cell differentiation.  Strong enough to bend a fine glass needle, a ring of actin and myosin filaments assembles during anaphase, analogous to the formation of the microtubule spindle.  Finally, the filament ring contracts, determining the fate of soluble proteins, the cytoskeleton, and organelles.  FTP, identify this cell cycle stage in which the cytoplasm divides following mitosis.


ANSWER: cytokinesis

5. This city’s Fremont, Montlake, University, and Aurora Bridges cross the ship canal that divides it in half and which, via Lake Union and the Hiram Chittenden Locks in Ballard, connects Shilshole Bay with a lake named for this city’s state.  Looking west from the locks, you can see Bainbridge Island and the Olympic Mountains across Puget Sound, while, looking east across the lake you can see Kirkland, Bellevue, and, on a clear day, even Redmond, home to the Microsoft campus.  FTP, identify this city on Lake Washington most notable for its coffee and for its Space Needle.


ANSWER: Seattle
6. The American one was a photograph of a man being taken out of the World Trade Center rubble, and, although this term most often refers to sculpture, it was frequently depicted by Giovanni Bellini and famously painted by El Greco.  The figures in the Rottgen one are posed in inhuman contortions and possess oversize heads.  The Rondonini one is unfinished, and includes an extra arm for one of the figures.  The one in the Vatican is Michelangelo’s only signed sculpture.  FTP, identify this type of image known by the Italian word for “compassion” in which Mary cradles the body of the dead Jesus in her lap.


ANSWER: pietà
7. A triangle has vertices at one comma one (pause), two comma three (pause), and three comma two (pause).  Finding its area may be done by circumscribing a rectangle about it and subtracting the areas of the other triangles.  FTP, what is the area of this triangle?

            ANSWER: 3/2 (Accept 1.5; accept equivalent answers)

8. It is the subtitle to Ralph [RAIF] Vaughan Williams’s 2nd Symphony, which he composed in 1913.  In response to those reviewers who believed it was a symphonic poem rather than a symphony, he wrote that “If listeners recognize suggestions of such things as the Westminster Chimes or the Lavender Cry, they are asked to consider these as accidents.”  Still, the work presents a picture of life in the title city around 1900.  The work shares its name with a series of symphonies – including “The Miracle," “Drumroll,” “Military,” and “The Surprise” – which their composer wrote while traveling.  FTP, name this city whose name is also the subtitle of a particular symphony, number 104, that was the last symphony ever written by Josef Haydn.


ANSWER: London Symphony (or Symphonies)

9. It was owned by Max Blanck and Isaac Harris and run out of the eighth, ninth, and tenth floors of the Asch Building at the corner of Washington Place and Greene Street.  Its employees had walked out in 1909 in what was called the Uprising of 20,000, but this company refused to sign the resulting collective bargaining agreement.  In 1911, its employees were almost all immigrants and almost all women working fourteen-hour days.  Many of those women smoked and the building was lit entirely with gas lamps.  The building’s lone fire escape proved unable to support the women, many of whom jumped to their deaths in an attempt to escapes the flames, FTP, that scorched the factory of what shirtwaist company in New York’s Garment  District during the world’s most famous industrial disaster?


ANSWER: Triangle Shirtwaist Company

10. The Emperor Claudius took one to the siege of Colchester during the Roman invasion of Britain, but the next one was not seen in northern Europe until Abbasid Caliph Harun al-Rashid sent one named Abul-Abbas to Charlemagne.  Abul-Abbas, traveling with his Jewish mahout, crossed the Alps to Aachen and fought in Charlemagne’s war against Denmark before dying of pneumonia he contracted from swimming in the Rhine.  Louis IX later presented one to English King Henry III, and carvings of it depict the mistaken belief that it was so big it could carry a whole stone castle on its back as a howdah.  FTP, identify this exotic animal, most famous in European history for its role in Hannibal’s army.


ANSWER: elephant
11. This site possesses zero degrees of freedom in a one-component system with two non-compositional variables.  It is nevertheless fundamental in the formal definitions of zero elevation on Mars and the SI unit of thermodynamic temperature.  For mercury, it occurs at 0.2 milliPascals and -38.8 degress Celsius, while for water, which reaches its maximum melting point here, it is 611.73 Pascals and 0.01 degrees Celsius.  FTP, name this point on a phase diagram at which a substance may simultaneously sublime, evaporate, and melt, the position at which all three phases exist in equilibrium. 


ANSWER: triple point
12. Its narrator uses the metaphor that he has been turned into a pillar of salt to symbolize his paralysis and inability to understand the psychology of the title character.  In a brief epilogue to the story, the narrator adds that that main character had once been “a subordinate clerk in the Dead Letter Office at Washington,” but for most of the story he works in Lower Manhattan in an office looking directly at a wall.  That character’s co-workers are Turkey, Nippers, and Ginger Nut, and at first he writes almost continuously, but he soon stops and never resumes his work.  The protagonist lives in the office, refusing to leave even when a new firm moves in, saying simply that he “would prefer not to.”  FTP, identify this short story about a man whose job is to copy texts, written by Herman Melville.


ANSWER: “Bartleby the Scrivener” (prompt on Bartleby)

13. Hubert Perry’s musical setting of it is the anthem of the English national cricket team, and George V proposed that it replace “God Save the King” as the national anthem.  The first two stanzas are structured as two pairs of questions, which are answered by a call to fight in the last four lines. The third stanza contains four commands of items to bring, including the speaker’s “bow of burning gold” and his “chariot of fire.”  In the first stanza, the speaker asks rhetorically whether the “holy Lamb of God” was “on England’s pleasant pastures seen.”  This poem is also the source for the phrases “dark Satanic mills” and “green and pleasant land.”  FTP, name this poem by William Blake in which the speaker urges his readers to build the titular city in England.


ANSWER: “Jerusalem”

14. Stymied by the Sudd, Greeks and Romans never found it, though Pliny the Elder thought it was in Mauretania.  A merchant named Diogenes claimed to have found it in the Mountains of the Moon after a twenty-five day trek, and his report was accepted by Ptolemy and, later, by Arab geographers.  On an expedition which left Dar-es-Salaam in 1856, Richard Francis Burton became convinced that Lake Tanganyika held this distinction, but his colleague John Hanning Speke later showed that this object of their search was instead Lake Victoria.  Separate expeditions in 2005 and 2006 proposed various precise locations in Rwanda for, FTP, what place, the headwaters of Africa’s longest river?

ANSWER: source of the Nile (accept clear knowledge equivalents; accept source of the White Nile but do not accept source of the Blue Nile after “Pliny the Elder”)

15. In one poem he wrote that Shakespeare, who acted in several of this author’s plays, excelled despite “small Latin and less Greek,” a reference to this man’s own classical learning.  This author’s tragedy Sejanus, about a favorite of Tiberius, may be an allegory for the corrupt court of James I, but he is better known for his comedies.  Justice Overdo goes undercover to observe the excesses of London life in his play Bartholomew Fair.  This man’s masterpiece is a 1610 comedy in which Subtle, Doll Common and Face use a vacant house for several simultaneous get-rich schemes.  In another play, the title character fakes a fatal illness in this author’s Volpone.  FTP, name this Elizabethan poet and playwright known for such works as Every Man in his Humour and The Alchemist.


ANSWER: Ben Jonson
16. This phrase can refer to Emperor Guangxu’s short-lived 1898 reform movement in China or to Britain’s Tory minority government from 1834 to 1835.  It also describes the 1994 genocide in Rwanda and a brainchild of Douglas Haig, a 1918 offensive starting at Amiens and moving across the Somme.  Preceded by the word “First,” this phrase refers to a period which saw the inception of the Farm Credit Act and the Tennessee Valley Authority and which began with a four-day bank holiday.  However, this phrase may best be known as a period which ended with the restoration of Louis XVIII to the throne.  FTP, name this numerical phrase, namesake of an era defined by an emperor’s short-lived return from Elba, that lasts just longer than three months.


ANSWER: Hundred Days
17. Benito Mussolini denounced one portrayal of this character as “too American.”  In the original work, popularized by Benedetto Croce, this character serves as a watchdog for a chicken coop, burns his feet off when he falls asleep on a foot warmer, and is hanged at the end of Chapter 15 but is rescued by the Blue Fairy.  Although the original, written by Carlo Collodi in 1883, was allegorical and not intended as* children’s literature, this character was the central figure of a 1940 film featuring such characters as Figaro and Cleo and such songs as “When You Wish Upon a Star” and “I’ve Got No Strings.”  FTP, name this character adopted by Geppetto, known for a nose which would grow longer if he lied.


ANSWER: Pinocchio

18. It was detected in December 1997, when it was the strongest in recorded history, by the TAO Array, as it had been every year from 1990 to 1994.  Normally occurring every seven to fourteen years, it is defined as the flattening of the thermocline to replace temporarily the cold Humboldt Current with unusually warm waters off the coast of South America.  It leads to a fall in the quantity of plankton and thus leads to a decrease in the fish population off the coast of Chile and Peru, but its far-reaching effects have included floods in California, droughts in Brazil, and weaker-than-normal monsoons in India.  FTP, name this oceanographic phenomenon, whose name is Spanish for “the child.”


ANSWER: El Niño Southern Oscillation (accept ENSO)

19. The asymmetry in its decay is caused by parity violation in the weak interaction.  This particle is mainly created by cosmic rays through pion [PIE-ON] decay and itself decays into a positron and two neutrinos.  It has a magnetic moment that is three times that of the proton, but it is about 1/9th as massive.  Because of its short average lifetime of 2.2 micro-seconds, its decay is often used in the study of time dilation effects in special relativity.  Discovered by Carl Anderson in 1936 when he noticed that it curved more in a magnetic field than a proton, this is, FTP, what lepton that is intermediate in mass between the electron and the tau particles?


ANSWER: muon
20. She went by the alternate name of Tcheft when she lived in the Temple of Tchefau and by the name of Khut when she was fulfilling her duty as giver of light.  She cured the sky god after poisoning him to make him tell her his holy name, and she also revived both her husband and her son, the latter after he had been stung by a scorpion.  She controlled the fertility of the land and was the goddess of the harvest, but her words of power could also allow a dead person wearing her amulet to travel throughout the Underworld.  Called Usert by the Thebans, among her other duties was to control the seasonal flood of the Nile River.  FTP, identify this ancient Egyptian goddess, the wife of Osiris.


ANSWER: Isis (accept Usert before it is mentioned)

BONUSES
1. For ten points each, given a monster from Greek mythology, name the hero who slew it.

(10) the Minotaur


ANSWER: Theseus
(10) Nemean lion


ANSWER: Heracles 

(10) Echidna

           ANSWER: Argus Panoptes

2. How well do you know your functional groups?  For ten points each, given a description of its atoms and bonds, name the functional group. (For this question, “R” signifies the variable rest of the molecule, usually with a carbon at the bonding point)

(10) R-OH


ANSWER: alcohol (accept alkanol)
(10) R-C double bonded to O, single bonded to OH


ANSWER: carboxylic acid (accept alkanoic acid)
(10) R-O-R’ [read R-O-R prime]


ANSWER: ether
3. Answer the following questions about one of the greatest feathered television characters of all time for ten points each.

(10)  Name this "crazy, darnfool" bird who first appeared in 1937's Porky's Duck Hunt.


ANSWER: Daffy Duck

(10)  Name the man who provided Daffy's voice – as well as that of many other characters – for Warner Bros.

ANSWER: Mel Blanc (accept Dee Baker or Joe Alaskey for their work in Space Jam and Looney Tunes: Back in Action, respectively)

(10)  What famous 1953 animated metaphysical cartoon by Chuck Jones featured Daffy Duck subject to the whims of an omnipotent animator who turned out to be Bugs Bunny?


ANSWER: "Duck Amuck"

4. Answer these questions about South African Literature for ten points each.

(10) This author of Burger’s Daughter won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1991. She prefers to identify herself as an African writer, rather than a white author.


ANSWER: Nadine Gordimer
(10) This author of Waiting for the Barbarians and Disgrace was actually trained as a computer scientist. He won the Nobel Prize in 2003.


ANSWER: John Maxwell Coetzee
(10) This man most famously wrote Cry, the Beloved Country and founded the South African Liberal Party.

            ANSWER: Alan Paton
5. Name these laws that constitute Maxwell’s equations, for ten points each.

(10) It states that the electric flux is equal to the enclosed charge over the permittivity of free space. It is named for a German mathematician.


ANSWER:  Gauss’s Law

(10) It states that the induced voltage is equal to the derivative of magnetic flux with respect to time. It is named for an English experimentalist.


ANSWER: Faraday’s Law

(10) It states that the magnetic field around a closed loop is equal to the current passing through the loop. Its namesake also lent his name to the SI unit of current.


ANSWER: Ampere(-Maxwell)’s Law

6. For ten points each, answer these questions about the Supreme Court.

(10) This decision in 1803 established judicial review.


ANSWER: Marbury v. Madison
(10) This jurist said, “Taxes are the price we pay for a civilized society.” He wrote the majority opinion in Schenck v. United States.


ANSWER:  Oliver Wendell Holmes (Jr.)

(10) This ceremony takes place on the Sunday immediately preceding the first Monday in October.

           ANSWER: Red Mass
7. For ten points each, given a description of its presentation and cause, name the birth defect.

(10) Autosomal and recessive, sufferers of this genetic disorder rarely live past their 20s due to the lung, sinus, gastrointestinal, and liver disease caused by the continuous production of a thick, viscous mucus.


ANSWER: cystic fibrosis, or CF
(10) In this neural tube defect, one or more of the vertebral arches of the spine fails to close completely, resulting in malformations of the spinal cord.


ANSWER: spina bifida
(10) This autosomal recessive disease is caused by mutations on the HEXA gene of chromosome 15, and all patients with it present with a red spot in the center of their retina.  Infants with this disease appear normal for the first 6 months of life, and then become blind, deaf, and unable to swallow.  Death usually sets in before the age of 3. 


ANSWER: Tay-sachs disease

8. Answer these questions about Shintoism for ten points each.

(10) Shintoism is one of the predominant religions in this country.


ANSWER: Japan
(10) Give the word for the deities of the Shinto pantheon.


ANSWER: kami
(10) What is the term for the gateway to a Shinto shrine?

           ANSWER: tori
9. For ten points each, given the artists, name the movement to which they belonged.

(10) Juan Gris, Georges Braque


ANSWER: cubism
(10) Georges Seurat, Camille Pissaro


ANSWER: neo-Impressionism (Do not accept pointillism)

(10) Raoul Dufy, André Dérain

           ANSWER: fauvism
10. Name these Union generals of the U.S. Civil War for ten points each.

 (10) This general led Union forces at Antietam, but his hesitant leadership prompted Lincoln to quip, “If he doesn’t want to use the army, I’d like to borrow it for a while.”  He ran against Lincoln in the 1864 presidential election.


ANSWER: George McClellan
(10) Name the commander of the Union forces at Gettysburg, who was named commander just days before the battle.


ANSWER: George Gordon Meade
 (10) His actions at the Battle of Fort Donelson earned him the nickname, “Unconditional Surrender.”  After victories at Shiloh, Vicksburg, and Chattanooga, he was named general-in-chief of the armies of the United States.

          ANSWER: Ulysses S. Grant
11. For ten points each answer the following about DNA replication:

(10) Multiple copies of this enzyme, two proceeding from each replication bubble, add complementary nucleotides to the new daughter strands.


ANSWER: DNA polymerase
(10) Replication occurs in this direction, beginning with the phosphate group.


ANSWER: 5 prime to 3 prime (prompt on 5 to 3)

(10) This enzyme separates the two template strands by disrupting hydrogen bonds.

              ANSWER: DNA helicase
12. For ten points each, name the following American writers of the Beat Generation

(10) This king of the Beat Generation died in St. Petersburg, Florida from an internal hemorrhage probably caused by the morphine and alcohol that he utilized to further his stream of conscious style found in works like Desolation Angels.


ANSWER: Jack Kerouac
(10) This novelist served as a link to transition from the Beatniks of the 1950s to the hippies of the 1960s. He is best known for works like Sometimes a Great Notion and One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest.


ANSWER: Ken Kesey
(10) This writer served as an inspiration for Dean Moriarty in Jack Kerouac's classic work On the Road. A biopic focusing on his Prankster years is slated for a 2007 release. He is best known for his novel The First Third.

            ANSWER: Neal Cassady
13. It was once called “the prison-house of nationalities.”  For ten points each –

(10) Name this empire, which ruled over minorities such as the Poles, Latvians, and Finns.


ANSWER: Russia
(10) Name the revolutionary leader who made this comment before orchestrating the Bolshevik seizure of power.


ANSWER: Vladimir Lenin
(10) Name the March 18, 1918 treaty by which Lenin gave up Russian sovereignty over Russia’s western territories, largely inhabited by non-Russians, to Germany.


ANSWER: Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

14. Give the number of these Beethoven symphonies given a description for ten points each.

(10) This symphony includes the choral adaptation of a poem by Friedrich Schiller.


ANSWER: Ninth
(10) Although the second movement in this symphony is titled allegretto, it is often played funereally. Beethoven finished this symphony in 1812, and dedicated it to Count Moritz von Freis.


ANSWER: Seventh
(10) This symphony represents a storm and its aftermath.

           ANSWER: Sixth (prompt on Pastoral)

15. Answer these questions about presidents who attended the same college for ten points each.

(10) This vice president lost bids for president and governor of California before defeating Hubert Humphrey in 1968.


ANSWER: Richard Milhous Nixon
(10) This president, unlike Nixon, was elected governor of California, and survived an assassination attempt by John Hinckley, Jr.


ANSWER:  Ronald Wilson Reagan
(10) Both Nixon and Reagan attended this small liberal arts college in Illinois.


ANSWER:  Eureka College

16. Answer the following questions about a noted British-Indian author for ten points each.

(10) 2006 Nobel Laureate Orhan Pamuk was one of the first Muslim writers to condemn the 1989 fatwa issued against this man, whose most recent work was 2005’s Shalimar the Clown.


ANSWER: Salman Rushdie
(10) The fatwa was issued in response to what 1988 Rushdie novel, controversial for its depiction of the prophet Muhammad?


ANSWER: The Satanic Verses
(10) Although The Satanic Verses is Rushdie’s most famous work, his most critically acclaimed novel is this 1981 work, whose title refers to those born at the moment of India’s independence.

           ANSWER: Midnight’s Children
17. For ten points each, answer these questions about the South American wars of liberation
(10) This military leader captured Caracas on August 6, 1813, and entered Bogotá in 1814.  He was the preeminent figure of the South American wars of liberation.


ANSWER: Símon Bolivár
(10) What August 7, 1819 battle in the Andes near Bogotá saw Bolivár’s republican forces ensure in independence of the Spanish territory of New Granada?


ANSWER: Battle of Boyacá
(10) In 1821, Bolivár was named the first president of this federation, which covered much of four modern-day countries.

            ANSWER: Gran Colombia (accept “Greater Colombia” or “Republic of Colombia”; prompt on “Colombia”)

18. The night sky is full of mythological beasts. Identify the following constellations, for ten points each:

(10) The myth behind this constellation is that of an ursine Callisto, but it is best known for containing the Big Dipper.


ANSWER: Ursa Major
(10) The brightest star in this canine is Sirius, which also happens to be the brightest star in the night sky.


ANSWER: Canis Major
(10) Depending on the myth, this creature was either Ladon, guardian of the golden apples of the Hesperides, the fearsome monster slain by Cadmus, or the erstwhile protector of the Golden Fleece.

            ANSWER: Draco

19. Given the stanza style, name how many lines it has for ten points each:

(10) Venus and Adonis stanza.


ANSWER: six
(10) Rime royal.


ANSWER: seven
(10) Tercet.

            ANSWER: Three
20. Answer the following questions about central Asian mountain passes for ten points each.

(10) This most important route between Afghanistan and Pakistan was the route of many invasions of India, including that of Alexander the Great.


ANSWER: Khyber Pass

(10) A road through the Khunjerab Pass connects Kashgar, in China's Xinjiang Province, with what capital city of Pakistan?


ANSWER: Islamabad
(10) Torugart Pass through the Tian Shan connects Xinjiang Province with what neighboring country to the west?

               ANSWER: Kyrgyzstan
