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Tossups 

1. King Agamemnon of Mycenae returns home after conquering Troy, unaware that he has been 
cursed by the gods for earlier misdeeds. Shortly after coming home, he is killed by his wife (*) 
Clytemnestra and her lover, Aegisthus. Aegisthus then takes over the throne. In the second play, 
Clytemnestra and Aegisthus are murdered by her son, Orestes, acting on the instructions of the gods. In 
the final play, Orestes, after being hounded by the avenging Furies, is absolved of guilt before the court 
of the Areopagus. FTP, name this only existing Greek trilogy, written by Aeschylus. 

Answer: Oresteia 

2. Unlike all the other characters in the play, she sees nothing in the moon, stating "the moon is 
like the moon, that is all." She often tells her husband that he should not look at his stepdaughter 
(*) saying: "You must not look at her. You are always looking at her". Despite this, she nonetheless 
uses her husband's attraction to her daughter in order to obtain what she wants in the end, which is the 
head of Jokanaan on a platter. FTP name this character in Oscar Wilde's Salome, the queen of Judaea 
and Salome's mother. 

Answer: Herodias 

3. Claiming he could do as Jesus did when he wanted, his story was supported by explorer Philip 
(*) von Hutten when he foretold everything that would happen on von Hutten's journey. He was 
accused of doing many things like molesting his students and rolling out of town on a barrel, but he may 
be more famous for his legendary dealing with the leader of Hell. FTP name this man, the main 
character of many tales, including a stories told by Goethe and Christopher Marlowe. 

Answer: Dr. Johann Georg Faust (accept Faustus) 

4. Specific details are not known of his life, but he grew up poor with little formal education, and 
worked as a printer's apprentice at the National Printing Office. While in recovery at a health 
resort, he dictated to his wife, Carolina, (*) Posthumous Memoirs of Bras Cubas. He also became 
known for Dom Casmurro and Philosopher or Dog?, commonly known as Quincas Borba. FTP, 
identify this founder of the Brazilian Academy of Letters, often considered Brazil's greatest writer. 

Answer: Joaquim Maria Machado de Assis (zhwa-keem and ma-sha-do) 

5. This CHARACTER received his formal education at Jesuit institutions like Belvedere College. 
While studying at university, he rejects the presence of his family, his faith and leaves Ireland (*). 
Later, he is forced to return home when his mother is on her deathbed. After her passing, he went on a 
journey, assuming the role of Telemachus on June 16, 1904. FTP, name this character, the fictional 
representation of James Joyce in Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man and Ulysses. 

Answer: Stephen Dedalus (either acceptable) 

6. The main character of this novel, after leaving Pittman, Kentucky, changes her name to Taylor, 
based on the first town she stops in. (*) Along the way, an abused Cherokee child is unloaded upon 
her. Ending up in Tucson, Taylor helps Guatemalan refugees reach a safe house in Oklahoma, and they 
help her adopt the child, now named Turtle. FTP, identify this novel, written while Barbara Kingsolver 
was pregnant and suffering from insomnia. 

Answer: The Bean Trees 



7. Having failed to qualify for military service in World War II, he worked in a factory during the 
war - experiences that later led him to form a private army of students called the Shield Society. 
An inability to find happiness was a constant theme in his works, such as Confessions of a Mask 
(*), Thirst for Love, and Forbidden Colors. This same unhappiness may have led him to commit 
seppuku during a Shield Society protest in 1970. FTP, identify this Japanese author of The Sea of 
Fertility and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion. 

Answer: Mishima Yukio OR Hiraoka Kimitake 

8. To the narrator, it at first seems utopian in its disregard for money - which lends status but has 
no purchasing power - and machines - which have been outlawed as competitors in the struggle 
for existence (*). Disease is considered a crime and the sick imprisoned; likewise, crime a disease and 
criminals hospitalized. Examining themes of religion and evolution in chapters such as "The Musical 
Banks" and "The Book of the Machines," FTP, identify this satirical 1872 novel, the most famous work 
of Samuel Butler. 

Answer: Erewhon, or Over the Edge 

9. Originating with Samuel Richardson's 1740 novel Pamela, it was one of the earliest forms of 
novel to be developed. Other outstanding examples include Humphrey Clinker, by Tobias Smollett 
(*), and Fanny Burney's Evelina. By the year 1800, however, it began to decline in popularity, and few 
20th century examples exist - Ring Lardner's You Know Me Al and Alice Walker's The Color Purple 
chief among them. FTP, identify this form, most famously used by Laclos in Dangerous Liasons, where 
the story is told through a series of letters. 

Answer: epistolary novels 

10. The narrator is a man who has been invited to visit his childhood friend Roderick. Roderick 
gradually makes it clear that his twin sister Madeline has been placed in the family vault (*) 
despite the fact that she is not quite dead. When she reappears in her blood-stained shroud, the narrator 
rushes to leave as the titular event occurs in, FTP, what famed 1839 horror story by Edgar Allen Poe? 

Answer: The Fall of the House of Usher 

11. The Train Was on Time; Adam, Where Art Thou?; The Bread of Our Early Years; End of a 
Mission; What's to Become of the Boy?; The Last Hour of Katharina Blum (*); Group Portrait with 
Lady; Acquainted with the Night; The Clown; and Billiards at Half-Past Nine are all works of, FTP, 
what German author and winner of the 1972 Nobel Prize for Literature? 

Answer: Heinrich Boll 

12. The author with this name supposedly has written well over one hundred children's books, 
though the exact number is unsure due to the number of pseudonyms he used. (*) The synd.icate 
that shares his name is responsible for distributing those books that still sell in large quantities today. 
FTP, give that name, under which you may find such series as Tom Swift, Nancy Drew, and the Hardy 
Boys. 

Answer: Stratemeyer 

13. The Day's Play, A Table Near the Band, and Birthday Party are among the prose works of this 
author, who also wrote the comedies "Miss Elizabeth Bennett," (*) "The Romantic Age," and "Mr. 
Pym Passes By." FTP, identify this author who is best known for his creative stories of the childhood 
friendship between a young lad and the stuffed bear he calls "Pooh." 

Answer: A. A. Milne 



14. Fiver saw blood cover a nearby field. Hazel, to his credit (*), trusted this omen and they, with 
Bigwig, Dandelion, and others set out to found a new warren. Later, with the help of a seagull, they 
defeat General Woundwart. FTP, what is this novel about intelligent rabbits by Richard Adams? 

Answer: Watership Down 

15. Previously an officer and a cartographer in the Union army during the American Civil War, 
this man died in 1914 as a revolutionary, serving under Pancho Villa (*) in a Mexican myth. 
Legend holds that he was shot by the guerrila leader for arguing tactics. However, he is mainly known 
for his brand of satirical writing, as seen in the collections Tales of Soldiers and Civilians and Can Such 
Things Be? FTP name this American author of the iEsop parodies, the "Fantastic Fables" and The 
Devil's Dictionary. 

Answer: Ambrose Bierce 

16. She likes to drink cold Cokes while taking a nice hot bath, which is understandable, but 
unfortunately she also likes young boys. After Mitch rejects her (*), she tries to convince herself and 
others that former boyfriend Shep Huntleigh is coming to take her away with him. Stage directions 
indicate that "the inhuman jungle voices rise up," just before she's raped by her brother-in-law. FTP, 
name the character whose name means 'White' and 'Made of Wood.' 

Answer: Blanche DuBois (need both) 

17. She embarrasses her boyfriend Lane by ordering a glass of milk (*) and a chicken sandwich. 
After fainting by the bar and quietly having a spiritual and emotional breakdown, she goes home to her 
family's crowded New York apartment. She carries a little green book with her everywhere, and 
reluctantly explains it is a religious book called "Way of the Pilgrim." Her eldest brother Seymour is 
dead, but another brother pretends to be him when he talks to her on the phone. FTP, name this 
youngest Glass child, Zooey's little sister. 

Answer: Franny Glass (prompt on 'Glass' before it is given) 

18. The story concerns a worthless young slacker who refuses to get a job and is upset when he 
can't have someone else's girl. Napoleon (*) claimed to have carried a copy in his pocket during his 
Egypt expedition. Young men influenced by it wore blue jackets with yellow waistcoats, and also 
sometimes tried to kill themselves. FTP, name this epistolary novel by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. 

Answer: The Sorrows of Young Werther OR Die Lieden des jungen Werthers 

19. Possibly at the age of 12 or 13, she was sentenced to be buried alive by her own future father-in
law. The father-in-Iaw's attempt was an exercise in futility, however, for she was already caught in the 
downward spir~iie5and sin, and before she could be forgiven, she hung herself and her fiance murdered 
his father. This was all part of the preteen drama experienced by, FTP, which Sophocles' titular 
character? 

Answer: Antigone 

20. Being branded on his left thumb by the courts didn't stop him. A convicted murderer of an (*) 
actor, he made a conversion to Catholicism. The center of the first literary club at the Mermaid Tavern 
in London, he became the first playwright to prepare an edition of his own works for publication. FTP, 
who is the author of the satiric, realistic comedy, whose first important play was Every Man in his 
Humour? 

Answer: Ben Jonson 



Bonuses 

1. FTPE name the following characters in George Orwell's 1984: 
(10) This is a man Winston Smith believes to be a member of the Brotherhood but is actually one of the 
Inner Party. 

Answer: O'Brien 
(10) He runs the store at which Winston and Julia visit to buy illegal items from the past and allows 
them to have a room without a telescreen. 

Answer: Mr. Charrington 
(10) This man works with Winston at the Ministry of Truth; his job is to create newer versions of the 
Newspeak dictionary. 

Answer: Syne 

2. FTPE, name the characters who spoke the following quotes in Shakespearian works: 
(10) From Othello Act 5, Scene 2: 
"Thou hast kill'd the sweetest innocent 
That e'er did lift up eye. " 

Answer: Emilia 
(10) From Romeo and Juliet Act 2, Scene 2: 
"] should kill thee with much cherishing. " 

Answer: Juliet 
(10) From Henry V Act 2, Scene 1 
"By this sword, he that makes the first thrusts I'll kill him. " 

Answer: Bardolph 

3. Identify the author from works, 30/20110. 
(30) Motel of the Mysteries. 
(20) Cathedral, Castle. 
(10) The Way Things Work. 

Answer: David Macaulay 

4. Name the following characters from Where the Red Fern Grows, FTPE: 
(10) The protagonist of Where the Red Fern Grows. At the start of the novel he is ten years old, has 
three younger sisters, and is full of determination and grit. 

Answer: Billy Colman 
(10) He is one of Billy's red bone coonhounds, and is bigger and stronger than the other hound. He will 
never leave a raccoon once he is on its trail, although sometimes his impatience gets the best of him, and 
he loses the trail. 

Answer: Old Dan 
(10) She is smaller but smarter than Old Dan. She is a beautiful hound, and will not stop hunting until 
she knows exactly where the coon is hiding. No coon can trick her, and for a hound, she is extremely 
playful. 

Answer: Little Ann 

5. Given works, identify the author, 30-20-10. 
(30) The short stories: "King of the Bingo Game," "And Hickman Arrives" 
(20) Shadow and Act, Going to the Territory, which are collections of the author's short stories, essays, 
and other works. 
(10) Juneteenth, Invisible Man 

Answer: Ralph Ellison 



6. Given a list of characters, name the E.M. Forster work they appear in for ten points each. 
(10) Margaret Schlegel, Ruth Wilcox 

Answer: Howards End 
(10) George Emerson, Lucy Honeychurch 

Answer: A Room With a View 
(10) Dr. Aziz, Richard Fielding 

Answer: A Passage to India 

7. Quick! The Vanity Fair bonus must be used now before the Reese Witherspoon movie leaves theaters 
forever! Answer the following, 5-10-15. 
(5) This man was the author of the novel Vanity Fair. 

Answer: William Makepeace Thackery 
(10) This ambitious, amoral woman tempts George away from his bride Amelia, but before George can 
end his marriage he is killed at Waterloo. 

Answer: Becky Sharp (Accept either) 
(15) Becky marries this soldier for his place in society, but he becomes disillusioned and eventually 
leaves the marriage. 

Answer: Rawdon Crawley (Accept either) 

8. Answer the following about the origins of a literary genre, ten each. 
(10) Imitating the payadas (ballads) traditionally sung by minstrels in Argentina and Uruguay, the genre 
encompassed 19th century Latin American literature that treated the minstrel philosophy and way of life. 

Answer: gaucho literature 
(10) This educator and first civilian president of Argentina gave birth to the genre with Life in the 
Argentine Republic in the Days of the Tyrants, an 1845 work condemning dictator Juan Manuel de 
Rosas. 

Answer: Domingo Faustino Sarmiento 
(10) Sarmiento's seminal work was a quasi-biography of this Rosas lieutenant, a tyrannical gaucho who 
helped engineer Sarmiento's exile and whose name is featured prominently in the Spanish title of the 
previously mentioned work. 

Answer: Juan Facundo Quiroga 

9. Name the book from characters, 30-20-10: 
(30) O-lan 
(20) Pear Blossom 
(10) Wang Lung 
Answer: The Good Earth 

10. Identify the author from works, 30-20-10-5. 
(30) The Lying Days; The Soft Voice of the Serpent 
(20) Burger's Daughter; A Sport of Nature 
(10) The Conservationist; July's People 
(5) Her acceptance speech for the 1991 Nobel Prize for Literature. 

Answer: Nadine Gordimer 



11. Identify the works of Nobel laureate Saul Bellow, ten each. 
(10) The title character is a larger-than-life 55-year-old who has money, family, and status, but feels 
unfulfilled. He takes a spiritual journey to Africa, where he decides his true destiny is as a healer. 

Answer: Henderson the Rain King 
(10) Charlie Citrine, an award-winning author, contemplates two significant figures in his life - the title 
character, who was his mentor and a poet until his death, and Rinaldo Cantabile, a minor Mafioso who 
was the bane of the title character's existence. 

Answer: Humboldt's Gift 
(10) This novella examines one day in the life of Tommy Wilhelm, whose failure to "carpe diem" led to 
his descent into unemployment, divorce, and despair. 

Answer: Seize the Day 

12. As you all should know, The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy is one of a four-book series. FTPE, 
name the other three. 
Answers: 

(10) The Restaurant at the End of the Universe 
(10) Life, the Universe, and Everything 
(10) So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish 

13.30-20-10-5, Name the author (who-I guess-wrote some poetry, too) from works: 
(30) Intentions (1891) 
(20) A Woman of No Importance (1893) 
(10) Lady Windermere's Fan (1892) 
(5) Salome (1891) 

Answer: Oscar Wilde 

14. Is there any American author greater than Ayn rein] Rand? Not according to Ayn Rand. FTPE, given 
a plot description, name the book 
(10) Dagny Taggart struggles to keep her railway running while the world's important men disappear. 
Everyone wonders who some dude is. 

Answer: Atlas Shrugged 
(10) Everyone hates on Howard the young architect, just because he's brilliant and won't follow their 
"rules." Also, he blows up buildings. 

Answer: The Fountainhead 
(10) Equality 7-2521 is an iconoc1astwho rediscovers electric light and the word "I". 

Answer: Anthem 

15. You knew it was coming - the obligatory Harry Potter bonus. FTSNOP, given a professor, name the 
subject he or she teaches. 
(5) Severus Snape 

Answer: Potions (accept Occ!umency, but tell them to stop being a nerd) 
(10) Gilderoy Lockhart 

Answer: Defense Against the Dark Arts (DADA) 
(15) Dolores Umbridge 

Answer: Defense Against the Dark Arts (DADA) 



16. Given the most common English translation of the first line of a foreign novel, give the (English) 
title of the book. FTSNOP: 
(5) "Maman died today." 

Answer: The Stranger 
(15) "Granted: I am an inmate of a mental hospital; my keeper is watching me, he never lets me out of 
his sight; there's a peephole in the door, and my keeper's eye is the shade of brown that can never see 
through a blue-eyed type like me." 

Answer: The Tin Drum 
(10) "On an exceptionally hot evening early in July a young man came out of the garret in which he 
lodged in S. Place and walked slowly, as though in hesitation, towards K. bridge." 

Answer: Crime and Punishment 

17. Toni Morrison - she's like Alice Walker, only much more depressing. Given a sordid plot 
description, name the book, FTPE: 
(10) Nel and her best friend accidentally drown a boy named Chicken Little. When they grow up, she 
sleeps with Nel's husband. 

Answer: Sula 
(10) Pecola Breedlove is impregnated by her father. Meanwhile Soaphead Church tells fortunes and 
molests little girls. 

Answer: The Bluest Eye 
(10) Sethe is a brutally abused slave, and tries to kill her children so they won't live in slavery. She only 
gets one before they take her away. 

Answer: Beloved 

18. Identify some of "Our" favorite literary works, ten each. 
(10) An imaginative fantasy of the Parisian underworld, this Jean Genet novel tells the story of Divine, a 
male prostitute who consorts with thieves, pimps, and murderers while having many sexual adventures. 

Answer: Our Lady of the Flowers OR Notre-Dame desfleurs 
(10) Set in Cuba before the Communist revolution, this Graham Greene novel is a spy story about a 
vacuum salesman and his misadventures in the British Secret Intelligence Service. 

Answer: Our Man in Havana 
(10) Presumably, Thornton Wilder set this play in Grover's Comers, New Hampshire because that is 
where George, Emily, and the Stage Manager all lived. 

Answer: Our Town 

19. (Moderator's note: read the following bonus as phonetically as possible) "Mawnin'" sezee. Deez 
ain't no awdinary bonus. I'm gwine ter larn you how ter listun ter spectubble folks and dare bonus 
about de Brer Chandler Harris. Ginn a sayin' from der Uncle Remus stories, yo' tell me abouten who it 
relates. 
(10) He "ain't sayin' nothing." He "er stuck up dat's w'at he is" 
Answer: Tar Baby 
(10) "Tar baby stay still en he, he lay low." 

Answer: Brer Fox 
(10) "He wuz de out'nes man er de whole gang. He wuz dat. He say he' d watch en see dat de lasses 
didn't bile over." 

Answer: Brer Terrapin (accept Turtle, give style points for Tarrypin) 



20. Some would say the Bible has too many words, others would say too few. The Everyday Guide to 
the Bible helped the former by summing up a book in one liners. Name the book described in each one 
liner, 5-10-20-30 
a) "In Egypt, Abraham's descendants grew into the Hebrew nation, then they headed back home." 

Answer: Exodus 
b) "The Hebrews resettled their land after over four hundred years away, by facing down the squatters in 
every city." 

Answer: Joshua 
c) "Bad times don't change the nature of God." 

Answer: Job 
d) "I had it all, and it didn't mean anything without God. Sincerely, King Solomon." 

Answer: Ecclesiastes 

21. Name the Sinclair Lewis work given characters, FTPE: 
(10) Doctor Vickerson, Max Gottlieb, Madeleine Fox, & Ira Hinkley 

Answer: Arrowsmith 
(10) Carol Kennicott, Dr. Will Kennicott, Vida Sherwin, & Guy Pollock 

Answer: Main Street 
(10) George, Myra, Ted, Tinka, & Verona 

Answer: Babbitt 

22. Given a description, identify the Aeschylus play for ten points each. 
(10) Orestes returns, several years after his father's death, sent on a mission by an oracle of Apollo. He 
has been compelled to kill his mother, Clytemnestra, and her lover for their terrible deeds. 

Answer: The Libation Bearers or the Choephorae 
(10) The sons of Oedipus, Eteocles and Polynices have agreed to alternately rule the city. When 
Eteocles refuses to step down, Polynices enlists a group of supporters, including the king of Argos, to 
help regain the throne. 

Answer: Seven Against Thebes 
(10) The play, while a self-congratulatory exultation of Greek pride, offers a view of a defeated and 
dejected tyrant and his army, as well as serving as an examination of empire and human ambition. 

Answer: The Persians 




