Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #21

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
She was only allowed to marry if her suitor chose her portrait from among three caskets; with her help, Bassanio correctly chooses the leaden casket.  For ten points, what heroine also disguises herself as the lawyer Balthasar in order to keep Antonio from losing a pound of flesh in Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice?”

ANSWER:  Portia (POR-shuh)

2.
For ten points, a petrographer describes and classifies what substances that come in igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic forms?

ANSWER:  rocks

3.
The nitric acid is a good oxidizing agent, and the chloride ions in the hydrochloric acid can react with the atoms in gold, which cannot be dissolved by either acid individually. For 10 points, this very nasty mixture goes by what name, a two-word name meaning “royal water” in Latin?

ANSWER: AQUA REGIA (ah-KWAH ree-GEE-uh)

4.
For ten points, name the concept, arising from the debate over the annexation of Texas, which held that the United States had a right or duty to expand across North America.

ANSWER: “manifest destiny”

5.
 In June 2002, a panel consisting of Alfred Goodwin, Stephen Reinhardt, and Ferdinand Fernandez struck down the 1954 alteration of it after Michael Newdow brought a suit in the Ninth Circuit on behalf of his daughter. Written by Francis Bellamy, it was first used officially on Columbus Day 1892. For ten points, name this oath which, whether or not it will contain the words “under God,” likely will still be recited in many public schools each morning.

ANSWER: Pledge of Allegiance
6.
For ten points, which Renaissance artist had already established himself with the sculptures Battle of the Centaurs, St. Petronius, and the marble David long before asked to paint the ceiling to the Sistine Chapel?

ANSWER:  Michelangelo Buonarroti

7.
For ten points, identify the persona adopted by Brom Bones to scare Ichabod Crane away from Sleepy Hollow.

ANSWER: The HEADLESS HORSEMAN of Sleepy Hollow [accept The GALLOPING HESSIAN of the Hollow]

8.
 Only the last four hundred miles of this river are known in its country by its common worldwide name; other portions are called “Golden Sand” or “Long River.” Rising in the Kunlun Mountains, it takes a sharp bend at Huize and flows through the Sanxia, or Three Gorges, and Dongting and Poyang lakes. Navigable six hundred miles inward to Hankou, it is the third-longest river in the world. For ten points, name this Chinese river.

ANSWER: Yangtze River [or Chang Jiang]

9.
In this biome, nematodes and rotifers live in the soil, while spruces and pines are the dominant trees.  For ten points, what open coniferous forest biome of northern Eurasia and North America is bordered to the north by the tundra?


ANSWER:  taiga
10.
For 10 points, what English word is the equivalent of the German words das, die and der (DAHS / DEE / DAIR)?

ANSWER: THE (all of them are definite articles)

11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Four years ago, DJ was twice as old as Michelle.  The sum of their ages is now 42.  For 10 points, how old is DJ?

ANSWER: 28 (and Michelle is 16)

12.
For ten points, what third century BCE Greek gained fame for his hydrostatic principle, causing him to run naked in the streets and shout “Eureka!”


ANSWER:  Archimedes (ark-ih-MEE-deez)

13.
For ten points, name the onetime slave who became America’s first published black poet.

ANSWER: Phillis Wheatley

14.
The current occupant of this office advocates removing voting rights from the persons under his area of responsibility, whom he compared to terrorists. Now held by John Walters, this office was filled during the Clinton administration by Barry McCaffrey. For ten points, give the common name for the Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy.

ANSWER: “drug czar” [accept Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy before it is read]

15.
He found dividing points at ages two, seven, and twelve; in the component periods, a person learns object permanence, begins to use symbols, forms conclusions from experiences, and engages in abstract thought. For ten points, name this Swiss developmental psychologist who created the scheme of sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, and formal operational stages.

ANSWER: Jean Piaget

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the two smallest multi-digit palindromic numbers whose squares are also palindromic?

ANSWER: 11, 22 (whose squares are 121 and 484)

1B.
In the Gospel of Matthew, what man hanged himself after betraying Jesus for thirty pieces of silver?

ANSWER:  Judas Iscariot

2A.
What character is used in C and C++ to express the modulo operation, or the remainder gotten when dividing two integers?

ANSWER: % (percent sign)

2B.
An integer that can be divided evenly by a number other than itself has, for 10 points, what name that is the opposite of prime?

ANSWER: COMPOSITE
3A.
An ossuary (OSH-oo-eh-ree) is a location where what items from dead people are stored?

ANSWER: BONEs

3B.
For ten points, what Irish playwright (who wrote mainly in French) penned the dramas “Krapp’s Last Tape,” “Endgame,” and “Waiting for Godot” (guh-DOH)?

ANSWER:  Samuel Beckett  

4A.
Identify the 1962 Supreme Court case in which all required, faculty-led prayer was ruled unconsitutional in public schools.

ANSWER: Engel v. Vitale [accept Vitale]

4B.
Begun with the defeat of Ibrahim Lodi in 1526, it included Babur, Aurangzeb, Jahan, and Akbar in its “great” period, which lasted until 1707. Name this Muslim dynasty, the final line of Indian emperors.

ANSWER: Mughal Dynasty

5A.
Aristippus and Epicurus both defended what philosophical view which states that humans makes choices in order to obtain the only valuable thing in life, pleasure?

ANSWER:  hedonism
5B.
What type of energy is energy of position, such as a ball 10 feet off the ground?

ANSWER: POTENTIAL energy 

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the magnitude of the vector (4,5)?

ANSWER: √41 (the square root of 41)

6B.
For ten points, name the current Seattle Seahawks quarterback who won a Super Bowl in his only season with the Baltimore Ravens.

ANSWER: Trent Dilfer

7A.
For ten points, what taxonomic level, more inclusive than species but less inclusive than family, usually denotes the first of the two words in the binomial nomenclature system of scientific names, such as Equus or Homo?

ANSWER:  genus
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the solution to the problem CMXCIX minus DLXIV, expressed in Roman numerals? 

ANSWER: CDXXXV (999 – 564 = 435) 

8A.
Protagonist George and his mother Isabel fails to uphold the legacy of the titular family as old flame Eugene returns. Name this final work in Booth Tarkington’s Growth trilogy.

ANSWER: The Magnificent Ambersons
8B.
What is the plural of the noun “gallows?” (a structure for execution by hanging) 

ANSWER: GALLOWSES
9A.
 Name the documents leaked by Daniel Ellsberg to the New York Times in 1971 that revealed a decades-long pattern of public deception regarding American policy in Vietnam. 

ANSWER: “Pentagon Papers”

9B.
 Cities on its shores include Incline Village, Minden, and Carson City. Name this resort lake on the California-Nevada border.

ANSWER: Lake Tahoe

10A.
 He participated in the overthrow of Salvador Allende and became Chile’s head of state in 1974. Name this current Chilean Senator-for-life now under threat of prosecution in Spain for human rights violations.

ANSWER: Augusto Pinochet Ugarte

10B.
What chemical law states that matter is neither created nor destroyed in a chemical reaction?

ANSWER: Law of CONSERVATION OF MASS (Accept equivalents, including law of conservation of energy)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
This eleven-letter word comes from the Latin word for “one who steals sacred things”. Today, it means something that violates what is considered sacred, such as someone defacing a religious altar. For 10 points, what is this word whose origins actually have nothing to do with the word “religious”?

ANSWER: SACRILEGIOUS 

2.
For ten points, name the monarchial prison fortress whose 1789 storming began the French Revolution.

ANSWER: Bastille

3.
For 10 points, what class of organic compounds consists of two hydrocarbon groups attached to a central oxygen atom?

ANSWER: ETHER
4.
For ten points, what partially-Technicolor 1939 film featured Ray Bolger, Jack Haley, Bert Lahr, and of course Judy Garland as Dorothy?

ANSWER:  “The Wizard of Oz”

5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A Scholastic Bowl match takes 90 minutes.  The first and third rounds take the same amount of time, and the second round takes one and a half times the amount of time that the first round takes.  If there are 10 minutes between rounds, for 10 points, what reduced fraction of the match do the first and second rounds, not counting the break between them, combine for?

ANSWER: 5/9
6.
John Milton wrote a 1671 verse drama based on, for ten points, what Biblical character who ignores the taunts of his enemy Harapha and resists his faithless wife Dalila?

ANSWER:  Samson (Agonistes)

7.
Restricted food intake can extend it over 50%, as it extends the phase prior to sexual maturity.  Ranging from eight days in rotifers to 4900 years in bristlecone pines, for ten points, what property of an organism is the length of time between its conception and its death – about 75-80 years for the average human?

ANSWER:  life span (accept lifetime)

8.
For ten points, what group of three goddesses dressed in white consisted of Clotho, who spun the thread of life; Lachesis (la-KEE-sis), who measured the thread; and Atropos, who cut the thread, thus controlling a human’s destiny?

ANSWER:  the Fates
9.
Formulated in Placentia Bay off Newfoundland aboard the Prince of Wales and Augusta, its ideas became the basis for the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. For ten points, name this 1941 proclamation against the conquest of territory and in favor of the establishment of a successor to the League of Nations, a joint statement of principles from Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt.

ANSWER: Atlantic Charter

10.
After getting over Samantha Stanky, he found new interests, such as putting vaseline on toast. His father lost his job at Southern Cracker and his mother began cheating on Gyro with Pyro after a public divorce sparked by a game of Pictionary. For ten points, name this would-be suitor of Lisa Simpson and best friend of Bart.

ANSWER: Milhouse van Houten

11.
It contains five movements, two of which are entitled “Scene by the Brook” and “Thunderstorm.”  Written in a suburb of Vienna in 1808, for ten points, what symphony by Beethoven (BAY-toe-ven) was meant to evoke the calm feelings of the countryside?

ANSWER:  Pastoral (or Sixth) Symphony

12.
It prohibited Charles I from levying taxes without Parliamentary approval, quartering soldiers in private homes, ignoring habeas corpus, and declaring martial law. For 10 points, name this 1628 enumeration of English liberties.

ANSWER: Petition of Right

13.
State legislatures were urged to nullify them in the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions. Aimed at Irish and French members of the Republican Party as well as newspaper editors, components required fourteen years of residence for naturalization of immigrants, allowed the President to deport non-citizens, and prohibited criticism of the federal government. For ten points, name this group of four 1798 laws designed to suppress opposition to John Adams.

ANSWER: Alien and Sedition acts [prompt on partial answer]

14.
Due to her widowed father’s hands-off parenting style, she was a tomboy, climbing trees with her brother Jem and his friend Dill. For 10 points, who is this daughter of Atticus Finch that is the narrator of “To Kill A Mockingbird”?

ANSWER: SCOUT Finch (accept Jean Louise as that is her real name)

15.
 Aristotle developed the theory, and it held sway until the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when Francesco Redi proved it false for all organisms except bacteria. For ten points, what concept completely demolished by Pasteur stated that life could develop from nonliving matter, including maggots from rotting meat?

ANSWER:  spontaneous generation
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Tests and the final make up the entire grade in a certain class.  A student receives scores of 74, 87, 77, and 98 on tests in that class.  If the final counts two times what each individual test does, for 10 points, what must the grade on the final be for the student to get exactly an 82% grade for the class?

ANSWER: 78%

2.
Rays of light are “bent” as they pass through a lens. They either meet at a point or diverge at that point. For 10 points, what is the name of this point of convergence or divergence?

ANSWER: FOCAL point

3.
Based on a Greek myth about a king of Cyprus, for ten points, is what 1912 George Bernard Shaw comedy, where speech expert Henry Higgins transforms Cockney flower girl Eliza Doolittle into a woman passable as a duchess?

ANSWER:  “Pygmalion” (prompt on “My Fair Lady,” even though the musical is technically separate from the play)

4.
 He worked with producers Organized Noise and Shondrae to produce his debut album, marketed to the Atlanta area, where he was once a radio DJ. He created his national debut with such tracks as “Southern Hospitality,” “Phat Rabbit,” and “What’s Your Fantasy?” on Back for the First Time. For ten points, name this rapper who followed that with “Saturday,” “Area Codes” and “Roll Out” from the album Word of Mouf.

ANSWER: Ludacris

5.
She was the first woman to receive the British Order of Merit, doing so in 1907, three years before her death. Illness she contracted in the Crimea kept her bedridden for the last 40 years of her life. For 10 points, who is this woman that reorganized the hospital system of the British army, making it the best in Europe?

ANSWER: Florence NIGHTINGALE
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


