Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #19

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
In 1980, Olivia Newton-John, appearing as Kira in this movie, decreed that Sonny Malone would build a stately roller-rink. In 1816, Kubla Khan decreed that someone would build a stately pleasure-dome. For 10 points, what title is shared by this Olivia Newton-John movie and Samuel Taylor Coleridge poem?

ANSWER: XANADU
2.
For ten points, the Straits of Mackinac and the Saint Clair River connect other bodies of water to what second-largest of the Great Lakes?

ANSWER: Lake HURON
3.
These words have predefined meanings in the context of a programmnig language. Examples in C++ include char, int, for and class. For 10 points, what is the name given to these “reserved” words which cannot be used as variable names?

ANSWER: KEYWORDs (prompt on reserved)

4.
For ten points, what church officer with the power to appoint other priests shares his name with a diagonal-moving chess piece?

ANSWER:  bishop
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A wallet has 11 more nickels than quarters.  If those are the only two denominations in the wallet, and the wallet contains $2.65, how many quarters are in the wallet?

ANSWER: 7 

6. 
For ten points, name the Lew Wallace novel which ends with the defeat of Messala in a chariot race and the title figure’s conversion to Christianity.

ANSWER: BEN-HUR: A Tale of the Christ
7.
After putting down Pugachev’s Rebellion, this monarch went on a tour of  peasant villages. Much of the countryside’s agricultural output was placed along the travel route in order to hide the poor conditions of peasants from her. The scheme was devised by Grigory Potemkin, who had earlier conspired with her to overthrow Peter III. For ten points, name this eighteenth-century empress of Russia.

ANSWER: CATHERINE THE GREAT [accept CATHERINE II; prompt on CATHERINE]

8.
For 10 points, what is the third-person singular preterit form of the verb hablar?

ANSWER: HABLÓ (ah-BLOH)

9. 
For ten points, name the man who defeated Jean Marie le Pen and Lionel Jospin for re-election as president of France.

ANSWER: Jacques René Chirac
10.
For 10 points, what object is the result of a star succumbing to the power of gravity?

ANSWER: BLACK HOLE
11.
In the reverse version of this process, water is forced under pressure through tubes made of a membrane material that is not permeable to the ions.  For ten points, what name is given to the spontaneous diffusion of water or other solvents through a semipermeable membrane?

ANSWER:  osmosis
12. 
For ten points, name this group formed by the Onondaga (oh-nun-DAH-guh), Cayuga, Seneca, Oneida, and Mohawk tribes.

ANSWER: IROQUOIS League [or IROQUOIS Confederacy; accept FIVE NATIONS before “five” is read; accept SIX NATIONS before “five” is read]

13.
After his first two novels, The Dangling Man and The Victim, he began to use his trademark jaded protagonists, later to include Charlie Citrine, Arthur Sammler, and Moses Herzog. He was raised in Montreal, but Chicago is the setting for many of his works, including Ravelstein and The Adventures of Augie March. For ten points, name this author of Henderson the Rain King and Humboldt’s Gift.

ANSWER: Saul BELLOW
14.
He studied counterpoint with Albrechtsberger and Haydn, and then in 1802 wrote an oratorio, “Christ on the Mount of Olives.”  For ten points, what German also composed the “Egmont” overture, the “Waldstein” sonata, and the opera “Fidelio?”

ANSWER:  Ludwig van Beethoven (BAY-toe-ven)

15.
For ten points, name the Scottish king who succeeded Elizabeth I to become the first Stuart king of England.

ANSWER: JAMES I of England [accept JAMES VI of Scotland; prompt on JAMES]

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
For ten points, what titular Wessex stonemason in a novel by Thomas Hardy gets involved in an ill-fated relationship with his cousin Sue Bridehead?


ANSWER:  Jude Fawley (the Obscure)

1B. 
What Republican opposed Anthony Williams in his quest to become mayor of Washington, DC?

ANSWER: Carol SCHWARTZ
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two standard dice are tossed.  For 10 points, what is the probability that the product of the two faces showing is 6?

ANSWER: 1/9 (or 4/36)

2B.
What is the name of the temporary extensions of cytoplasm that amoebas use to move around? 

ANSWER:  pseudopodia or pseudopods
3A.
Meteorologists use a barometer to measure what quantity, the force exerted by the air above the Earth’s surface?

ANSWER:  atmospheric pressure
3B.
Someone who is a philatelist collects what objects?

ANSWER: STAMPs

4A. 
Their latest album, Comfort Eagle, joins earlier releases such as Fashion Nugget and Motorcade of Generosity. Name the band behind such songs as “Never There” and “The Distance.”

ANSWER: CAKE
4B. 
Name the 1883 Congressional act which attempted to end the spoils system by establishing the U.S. Civil Service Commission.

ANSWER: PENDLETON Act 

5A. 
His second wife, Maria Eva, wielded considerable unofficial power during his first term, while his third wife, Isabel, succeeded him as president after his 1974 death. Name this two-time Argentinian leader.

ANSWER: Juan Domingo Perón 
5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the solution to the equation 3X + 2 = -2X + 27? 

ANSWER: X =5 (FIVE)

6A.
In Latin, what ending do masculine nouns of the second declension typically possess?

ANSWER: -US
6B.
Name the 2001 video game, banned in Australia, in which a criminal in Liberty City must evade police while stealing cars.

ANSWER: Grand Theft Auto 3
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle X is 34 degrees more than its supplement.  For 10 points, what is the measure of X?

ANSWER: 107 DEGREES
7B.
What element has the chemical symbol Os?

ANWER: OSMIUM

8A.
What German won the first Nobel Prize for physics in 1901 for his discovery of X-rays?

ANSWER:  Wilhelm Roentgen (RENT-gen)

8B.
She collaborated with George Kaufman on “The Royal Family” and “Dinner at Eight.” Name this author of Showboat and Giant who won the Pulitzer on her own for the story of Selina Dejong, So Big.

ANSWER: Edna Ferber
9A.
Mafia bombings in 1993 damaged what foremost art museum in Florence, where many works of the Italian Renaissance masters are housed?

ANSWER:  Uffizi (oo-FEE-tzee)


9B. 
Examples of this market structure include passenger air travel and domestic car manufacturing. Name this structure with a small number of producers.

ANSWER: OLIGOPOLY
10A.
The second-largest desert in Africa, it is home to hardy tribes such as the San. Name this desert shared by Namibia, South Africa, and Botswana. 

ANSWER: Kalahari Desert

10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the largest integer which has a factorial value that does not end in zero?

ANSWER: 4 (5 times 2 = 10, is included in every higher factorial)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For ten points, what name is given to a proposition or starting point that is universally accepted as true, and thus needs no evidence to prove it like a theorem does?

ANSWER:  axiom (accept postulate)

2. 
For ten points, name the author of Death Comes for the Archbishop, O Pioneers!, and My Ántonia.

ANSWER: Willa Sibert Cather
3.
For ten points, name the country in which Mujibur Rahman declared  independence from Pakistan in 1971, forming an independent state with its capital at Decca.

ANSWER: People’s Republic of BANGLADESH [or Gana Prajatantri BANGLADESH]

4.
One cause of it is a shifting of normal cyclone tracks across a region, leaving some areas without their typical precipitation.  For ten points, what term denotes a period of insufficient rain that can cause significant crop damage, occurring over a length of time significantly longer than a dry spell?

ANSWER:  drought
5.
A gas is dissolved in a liquid and starts to bubble. This is, for 10 points, what sort of chemical reaction, examples of which include Alka-Seltzer and soda fizz?

ANSWER: EFFERVESCENCE
6. 
For ten points, name the man, known as “Kingfish,” whose 1935 assassination by Carl Weiss ended his autocratic control over Louisiana.

ANSWER: Huey Pierce LONG 

7.
Painted seventy-five years after the event took place, the work is full of historical inaccuracies, including the time of day depicted and the use of the Betsy Ross flag before it had come into being.  Yet, for ten points, what 1851 Emanuel Leutze (LOYT-zuh) painting that shows a general in a boat on a river is still one of America’s most famous?

ANSWER:  Washington Crossing the Delaware
8.
It is formed as a byproduct of the Solvay process. It is produced by dissolving calcium carbonate or calcium oxide in hydrochloric acid. For 10 points, what is this chemical with the formula CaCl2?

ANSWER: CALCIUM CHLORIDE
9.
For 10 points, what type of advert is “however” in the following sentence? He won his match; however, the rest of his teammates lost theirs.” 

ANSWER: CONJUNCTIVE adverb

10. 
In 2001, he swung at sixty percent of the pitches he saw, finishing last in the majors in pitches taken. In 1999, despite setting a 15-year high for grounding into double plays, his .305 batting average and 35 home runs garnered him the MVP award. Yet, he may not even be the best player with his last name on his team. For ten points, name this ten-time Gold Glove winning catcher for the Texas Rangers.

ANSWER: IVAN Torres “Pudge” RODRIGUEZ

11.
He had a snake’s tail and a bunch of snakes wrapped around his neck.  Heracles’s eleventh labor was to defeat, for ten points, what three-headed dog that guarded the entrance to the underworld?

ANSWER:  Cerberus (SIR-bur-us)

12.
For ten points, what term denotes a fertilized egg cell, formed by the fusion of male and female gametes during sexual reproduction?

ANSWER:  zygote
13. 
For ten points, what 1968 action by the Viet Cong was named for the lunar holiday on which it began?

ANSWER: TET Offensive 

14.
Matthew Gregory Lewis’s The Monk; Ann Radcliffe’s The Mysteries of Udolpho; and Horace Walpole’s The Castle of Otranto are all British novels written in, for ten points, what genre dealing with supernatural and mysterious things, a style parodied by Jane Austen in Northanger Abbey? 

ANSWER:  Gothic novel (or Gothic romance)

15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is cotangent of theta expressed in terms of sine of theta and secant of theta?

ANSWER: COTANGENT OF THETA = 1 / SINE OF THETA TIMES SECANT OF THETA

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Fourteen Galapagos Island species of what bird, for ten points, were used by Charles Darwin to help prove his theory of evolution?

ANSWER:  finch
2.
In the seaside town of Whitby, Lucy Westenra chooses Arthur Holmwood over her other two suitors, but she becomes sick after her friend Mina finds her in a cemetery; not knowing what do with her, John Seward calls on his mentor Dr. Van Helsing.  This is a subplot in, for ten points, what Bram Stoker novel about a Transylvanian count?


ANSWER:  Dracula
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A folder contains enough copies for everyone on a committee of 8 to take 2 each.  After the committee members take their copies, there are 6 pages remaining in the folder.  For 10 points, what percentage of the committee is absent?    

ANSWER: 
37.5%
4. 
Currently, it is led by secretary general George Robinson and military commander Joseph Ralston. 2001 saw its first-ever use of Article V, the provision of its charter which declares an attack on one member to be an attack on all. For ten points, name this nineteen-member alliance of states, originally founded to provide mutual defense against the Soviet Union.

ANSWER: North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

5. 
Despite part of the Ba’ath political party, the same political party as Saddam Hussein, this country’s leadership has frequently been at odds with Iraq over the past three years, going as far as supporting the US during the Gulf War. For 10 points, what is this country that forms most of Iraq’s western border and is currently ruled by Bashir al-Assad? 

ANSWER: SYRIA

All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


