Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #15

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Who is the poet that wrote the collection, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings?

ANSWER: Maya ANGELOU
2.
For 10 points, who discovered Florida but never did find the Fountain of Youth?

ANSWER: Juan PONCE DE LEON
3.
For 10 points, what group’s latest album, Home, contains the single Long Time Gone and a remake of Fleetwood Mac’s Landslide?

ANSWER: DIXIE CHICKS
4.
Most artificial elements, such as plutonium, are very heavy, but the first artificial element created has an atomic number of only 43. For 10 points, what is this transition metal with atomic symbol Tc?

ANSWER: TECHNETIUM (tek-NEE-shum)

5.
For 10 points, what six-letter word describes the specialized or technical language developed by a profession?

ANSWER: JARGON
6.
Each pair is connected at one end by a pulgarete (pull-ga-REH-tay) looped around the player’s thumb; the right hand is used for tenor beats, and the left hand for bass.  For ten points, what instrument consisting of wooden clappers do Spanish dancers use for rhythmic accompaniment?

ANSWER:  CASTANETs

7.
It is formed at a subduction zone, due to seafloor spreading, either between two oceanic plates or one oceanic plate and a continental plate.  Sinking more than 20,000 feet below sea level, and found most often in the Pacific Ocean is, for ten points, what depression of the seabed, such as the Puerto Rico and Mariana?

ANSWER:  oceanic TRENCHes

8.
For 10 points, what name is shared by the name early explorers gave to the Pacific Ocean and a stock market bubble in 1720 London?

ANSWER: SOUTH SEA 

9.
Who wrote the novel Catch-22?

ANSWER: Joseph HELLER
10.
It is bordered by the Jefferson National Forest to its south, and extends roughly from Lexington to Winchester. For 10 points, what is this national forest?

ANSWER: GEORGE WASHINGTON National Forest

11.
Take an angle AOB. For 10 points, what name is give to a ray, OC, so that the angles AOC and BOC are both equal?

ANSWER: BISECTOR
12.
For 10 points, what novel by Alex Haley features the character Kunta Kinte?

ANSWER: ROOTS

13.
For 10 points, what is the annual division of a portion of corporate profit among shareholders, expressed in terms of a certain amount per share?

ANSWER: DIVIDENDs

14.
The word is derived from a Tungus word meaning “he who knows,” and the Eskimo one is called an angakok.  Common among Siberian natives and American Indians, for ten points, what religious specialist supposedly has the power to communicate directly with the spirit world, and is sometimes called a medicine man?

ANSWER: SHAMAN (prompt on “medicine man” until the end)  

15.
A Java application is a standalone program. For 10 points, what term is used to describe a piece of Java code that is executed by loading a web page?

ANSWER: APPLET
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Theodore Roosevelt won a Nobel Peace Prize for negotiating an end to what war?

ANSWER: RUSSO-JAPANESE War

1B.
What are two of the organs studied and treated by otolaryngologists (aw-toe-lair-in-GOL-oh-jists)?

ANSWER:  EARS, NOSE, and THROAT
2A.
What college football team ended its 23-game losing streak with a 23-16 victory over East Carolina to open the season?

ANSWER: DUKE University (prompt on Blue Devils)

2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The ratio of x to y is 12 to 35.  What is the value of x when y equals 455?  

ANSWER: 156

3A.
What term describes the solid formed when two liquids or gasses react chemically?

ANSWER: PRECIPITATE
3B.
What devious ensign convinces Othello that the latter’s wife Desdemona is having an affair with the lieutenant Cassio?

ANSWER:  IAGO (YA-go) 

4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of the line 14x – 21y = 35?

ANSWER: 2/3
4B.
What Russian czar was the winner of the Great Northern War?

ANSWER: PETER The Great

5A.
Who wrote The Journal of a Tour of the Hebrides five years before he published his famous biography on the life of his friend Samuel Johnson?

ANSWER:  James BOSWELL
5B.
Composer Jelly Roll Morton claimed to invent, for ten points, what musical genre, whose practitioners have also included Miles Davis and Duke Ellington?

ANSWER:  JAZZ
6A.
Who was the leader of the Indian confederacy that ruled the eastern part of Virginia at the time of the Jamestown settlement?

ANSWER: POWHATAN or WAHUNSONACOCK (wah-HOON-soh-nah-cock) 

NOTE: John Smith just called the chief the same name as the tribes.

6B.
The positron is the antimatter particle corresponding to what particle in regular matter?

ANSWER: ELECTRON
7A.
What name is shared by the priestly hierarchy of ancient Zoroastrianism, and also the three “wise men from the East” who followed the star to Bethlehem and worshipped the infant Christ?

ANSWER: MAGI
7B.
What is the name of a quadrilateral, regardless of its angles, with four congruent sides?

ANSWER: RHOMBUS
8A.
A normal human child develops how many primary, or baby teeth?

ANSWER:  20
8B.
Who wrote the poem A Dream Deferred?

ANSWER: Langston HUGHES
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Bob buys a shirt at 60% off for $20 and a pair of pants at 50% off for $25. How much were Bob’s clothes, originally? 

ANSWER: $100
9B.
What is the capital of Pakistan?

ANSWER: ISLAMABAD
10A.
What Middle Eastern country is the home of the Farsi language?

ANSWER: IRAN
10B.
What foremost Soviet filmmaker directed “Ten Days That Shook the World” and “The Battleship Potemkin” (po-TYOM-kin)?

ANSWER:  Sergei EISENSTEIN
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, who was the first President of North Vietnam?

ANSWER: HO CHI MINH
2.
For 10 points, who is the Cardinal of the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston that has come under fire for his role in covering up sex abuse scandals?

ANSWER: Bernard LAW
3.
Andrew was a physiologist who worked on nerve impulse transmission. His brother Julian was a famous embryologist and evolutionist, while their grandfather Thomas named the jellyfish phylum.  For ten points, what family surname do these three scientists share with another brother, the writer Aldous?


ANSWER:  HUXLEY
4.
For ten points, what deity owns ravens named Hugin and Munin, wolves named Geri and Freki, and is married to Frigga, the queen of the Norse gods?

ANSWER: ODIN
5.
Mendele (MEN-duh-luh) the Book Peddler was the first author to use this language to reach a massive audience.  Novelists Sholem Asch and Isaac Bashevis Singer also wrote primarily in, for ten points, what Germanic language once spoken extensively by eastern European Jews?

ANSWER:  YIDDISH
6.
For 10 points, what warrior caste ruled Egypt for 600 years until they were massacred by Mohammad Ali in 1811?

ANSWER: MAMELUKEs

7.
For ten points, in what epic poem do to the Greeks under Achilles triumph over Hector?

ANSWER:  The ILIAD
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The sum of the year of the first moon landing and the Apollo mission number that made it form a number which when divided by the number of men in that mission yields a second total.  For 10 points, what is this second total?

ANSWER: 660 (1969 + 11 = 1980.  1980/3 = 660.)

9.
For 10 points, what country group released the single Beautiful Mess in 2002?

ANSWER: DIAMOND RIO
10.
For ten points, what low-lying plain at a river’s mouth features varied deposits of sediment?


ANSWER:  DELTA
11.
For ten points, what hormone produced in glands above the kidneys can raise blood pressure and heart rate, perhaps in some of you during this match?

ANSWER:  ADRENALINE (or EPINEPHRINE)

12.
For 10 points, who is the chairman of the Federal Reserve?

ANSWER: Alan GREENSPAN
13.
It incorporates all of Duval County. For 10 points, what is this largest city in Florida?

ANSWER: JACKSONVILLE
14.
An example is the use of “corporate downsizing” for “firing”. For 10 points, what is this term used for an inoffensive word or phrase deliberately substituted for a phrase considered harsh or indelicate?

ANSWER: EUPHIMISM
15.
Many substances can be safely used for this purpose, including sulphites and nitrogen gas. However, many other substances used for this purpose have gotten a bad name. So, some food sellers advertise their products as being without additives and, for 10 points, what other substance that prevents or slows natural organic decay processes?

ANSWER: PRESERVATIVEs

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
For 10 points, what term describes the buying and selling of stocks with borrowed money?

ANSWER: Buying on MARGIN or MARGIN buying

2.
What is, for 10 points, the gerund in the following sentence? “No one ever got lost by following directions properly.” 

ANSWER: FOLLOWING
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A produce manager buys crates of apples and pears.  Apples cost $6 per crate, while pears cost $5 per crate.  The manager’s truck can hold 200 crates, and he has $1160.00.  For 10 points, what distribution of fruit will he buy to use all his money and fill his truck?

ANSWER: 160 APPLE CRATES, 40 PEAR CRATES
4.
Most of them are insulated by a myelin sheath formed by Schwann cells surrounding the axons, while invertebrate ones often lack dendrites.  For ten points, what is the name of these cells of the nervous system?

ANSWER:  NEURONs

5.
Before his election, he was the President of Coca-Cola’s Mexican subsidiary. For 10 points, who is the current President of Mexico?

ANSWER: Vicente FOX
6.
A detachment under Marcus Reno attacked the northern end of the Sioux village along the Rosebud River, but retreated against superior numbers. When the Sioux drove off Reno’s men, they found the main body under George Custer advancing from the south. Custer’s force was then annihilated in, for 10 points, what 1876 military disaster. 

ANSWER: LITTLE BIG HORN
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


