2003 Sun n' Fun Quiz-in at USF

Questions by UNF (Chip T.)

TOSSUP QUESTIONS

1. This building's general prototype was Pierre Rousseau's Hotel de Salm. Unsuccessful in his attempts to cultivate silk worms there (*), James T. Barclay sold it to a free-thinking naval officer named Uriah Levy in 1834. Visitors today enter through the columned portico of the East Front into the Entrance Hall, which displayed the bones of a prehistoric sloth named for its owner.  The only American house on the U.N. World Heritage List of sites, its name was taken from Palladio's setting for his Villa Rotunda, which was described as "on a small hill".  FTP, an unheatable octagonal "sky room" is among the unique features of what "essay in architecture" that was the uncomfortable house of Thomas Jefferson?

Answer: Monticello

2. "Going from obscurity into promises of a greater obscurity", the narrator of this tale escapes into a forest, only to be horrified by a corpse (*) slumped against a tree. Later, a figure staggers towards an isolated place hoping to avoid being crushed by oncoming wagons; it is tall, patient Jim Conklin.  The freedom from illusion and acceptance of death that mark the main character's maturity come after he plunges into murderous fire to retrieve the fallen color sergeant's flag. A curious measure of social acceptance is achieved when a hysteric smashes a rifle butt into his skull.  FTP, a Union volunteer named Victor Fleming is the subject of what 1895 book by Stephen Crane?
 
Answer: The Red Badge of Courage (accept "Victor Fleming" before he's mentioned)

3. Erotic descriptions of the boy Juventius and commentaries on the poor manners of dinner companions are lesser known parts of his works. (*) The only copy of his 116 poems that survived antiquity was discovered early in the 14th century near his birthplace, Verona.  A visit to his brother's grave inspired the poignant Farewell, but he is better known for his creative record of a frustrating affair with the wife of Cicero's mortal enemy, Clodius Pulcher. FTP, name this lyric poet who died around the age of thirty in 54 B.C., the author of Poems to Lesbia.

Answer: Gaius Valerius Catullus

4. Quercus Suber is a type of this suberin-laced tissue that can be used commercially. Produced by secondary growth from a cambium, (*) some cells of this type contain lignin, tannins and fatty acids that provide a distinctive color.  FTP, what plant tissue often replaces an epidermis, and often finds its way into illegally doctored baseball bats?
 
Answer: cork
5. Florence Deeks may have written much of the 1,324 page historical work that made him a rich man, (*) and every reviewer in London knew that a nubile Cambridge student called Amber was the direct inspiration of his novel celebrating infidelity, Ann Veronica.  His speculative work Anticipations caught the attention of the Fabian Society, but he later lampooned the Webbs in his novel The New Machiavelli.  FTP, name this one time draper's assistant who managed to study biology with Thomas Henry Huxley, and who gets credit for writing The Outline of History and The Time Machine.

Answer: Herbert George Wells (accept _Outline of History _ before the first "him")

6. This author of "The Motorcycle Diaries: A Journey Around South America" studied dermatology (*) at the University of Buenos Aires. A onetime Minister for Industry, he participated in the failed Kinshasa rebellion in the Congo. In June of 1997, a team of Cuban and Argentinean scientists recovered his skeleton, missing both hands.  FTP, name this revolutionary who died stirring up revolution in Bolivia, whose beard and beret still adorn many a hippy t-shirt.

Answer: Ernesto "Che" Guevara
7. At the opening of this play, a single watchman marks the grand processional of the stars, awaiting a signal fire.  (*) "An ox stands huge upon his tongue", however, as the bad karma that has plagued the guarded house since the murder of Thyestes only accrues.  A deceitful woman urges this play's reluctant title figure to walk across a red carpet of honor.  He is to be punished for the death of her eldest daughter, and for making Cassandra his love slave.  "Oh king, my king, how shall I weep for you", is the incessant chant of the chorus, in, FTP, what Aeschylus play about the horrible homecoming party thrown for a hero of the Trojan War?

Answer: Agamemnon

8. Their reign was doomed by a joke about the noises that captive hippos made.  King Apopi's costly quip (*) led to a siege of his capital city of Avaris. The historian Manetho, who recorded their appearance "in the reign of Tutimaois", exaggerated their brutality but did accurately record their eventual defeat by Ahmose the Liberator.  FTP, name these "shepherd kings" from the East who used composite bows and horse-drawn chariots to conquer Egypt around 1660 B.C.

Answer: The Hyksos
9. The paper that introduced this outlandish physics concept sought to prove that quantum mechanics couldn't be valid, (*) and it can be demonstrated that it doesn't make faster-than-light travel possible. Assume that a particle which is at rest and has spin zero spontaneously decays into two fermions, which stream away in opposite directions at high speed. This theory demonstrates that if one of the particles has its spin is then measured, then the other -- no matter where it is in the Universe -- instantaneously is forced to take on the role of the other particle. FTP, name this effect postulated in a paper with three authors, one of whom won Nobel prizes for his investigations of the photoelectric effect and relativity.

Answer: Einstein-Podolsky-Rosen effect
(Prompt on EPR )

10. Although he had a love-hate relationship with the press, was known to make a few obscene gestures, and didn’t always hustle, this San Diego native and two-time American League MVP (*) revealed a keen intelligence in his autobiography My Turn at Bat. Wade Boggs, Jim Thome, Bob Feller and Nomar Garciaparra were just a few of the superstars on hand for a ceremony honoring him on Feb. 17. Some of his career highlights include 43 home runs and 159 RBI in 1949, and a record on-base percentage of .551 in 1941, when he finished second in a controversial MVP vote behind Joe DiMaggio. FTP, name this cryonically suspended “Splendid Splinter”, the last man to hit .400 in the majors.

Answer: Ted Williams
11. This arrogant man, whose motto was "As I can" pronounced shields and headdresses that had arrived at the court of Charles the 5th (*) the equals of any art produced in the West. Leonardo da Vinci may have painted his “Woman with an Ermine” in his honor, and his patron Maximilian passed the first known copyright law to punish fakers of his popular “Passions of Christ” series of engravings. FTP, name this great German artist whose works include “Melancholia and Knight”, “Death and the Devil”, and “The Young Hare.” 

Answer: Albrecht Dürer
12. Musicologist Maynard Solomon points out that this man's first music teacher, Christian Neefe, was a leader of the Bavarian Illuminati. (*) His first major work, commissioned by that spooky organization, celebrates the man who shut down the reactionary Catholic schools in Austria, Joseph von Hapsburg. He was deputy organist at the court of the Elector of Cologne at Bonn before he was twelve, but was said to weep at the music lessons enforced by his overbearing, alcoholic father.  FTP, name this composer of the Mass in D or “Missa Solemnis”, whose final words were supposedly "I shall hear in heaven!" 
 
Answer: Ludwig van Beethoven
13. Late in life, this man confessed to receiving a curious vision in which an angel girded his genitalia so tight that he woke up in agony and renounced the ladies. His lectures at the University of Paris, (*) during which the "wonderfulness" of even the most noxious positions was contemplated by the method of "benevolent interpretation", were boycotted. His protégé William of Moerbecke gave him accurate translations of Aristotle, whom he first studied as the star pupil of Albertus Magnus.  He joined the Dominican order despite the fierce opposition of his military family, who attempted to "deprogram" him, but to no avail. FTP, name the religious thinking genius and author of the Summa Theologica.

Answer: St. Thomas Aquinas
14. Swampy lakes dot the Kagera River basin near this nation's eastern border. The lowest point in this country of seven and a half million souls lies near the Rusizi River, (*) and Mount Karisimbi its highest point. Its only remaining wildlife preserve is Volcano National Park, made famous by Dian Fossey.  Located in east central Africa, it is bordered by Burundi on the south, Tanzania on the east, and Zaire on the west. FTP, Major General Paul Kagame is the leader of what nation whose capital is Kigali?

Answer: Rwanda

15. An East German scientist, Dr Günter Dorner, asserts that this condition can be detected through amniocentesis and prevented by pre-natal injections. (*) It is the subject of popular histories by John d'Emillo and Randy Shilts, and the theme of novels like Rubyfruit Jungle, The City and the Pillar and Corydon. Its prevalence was put as high as 10% in the human male by Kinsey, and it was famously described as the "love that dare not speak its name".

Answer: homosexuality
(accept close equivalents)

16. R* (R-star) is the rate of formation of stars suitable for the development of intelligent life. fp (f-sub-p) is the fraction of those stars with planetary systems.(*)   ne (n-sub-e) is the number of planets, per solar system, with an environment suitable for life. fl (f-sub-L) is the fraction of suitable planets on which life actually appears. fi (f-sub-i) is the fraction of life bearing planets on which intelligent life emerges. fc (f-sub-c) is the fraction of civilizations that develop a technology that releases detectable signs of their existence into space. L is the length of time such civilizations release detectable signals into space. FTP, what is the product of all these terms—which, according to a SETI project scientist, is the number of civilizations in the Milky Way Galaxy whose electromagnetic emissions are detectable?


Answer: Drake number or equation

17. On Friday the 13th---a date regarded with superstition ever since-- 124 members of this organization were arrested. Baphomet exacted a grisly revenge, (*) as Clement the Fifth and Philip the Fair were dead within a year. Onetime inhabitants of Solomon's temple in Jerusalem, these men sworn to liberate the Holy Land from Muslims stood accused of rendering homage and service to the Devil. FTP, name this group, whose leader Jacques de Molay confessed after torture to charges that modern historians regard as groundless.

Answer: Knights Templars (prompt on Jacques de Molay before "this organization")

18. He suspected that Mastodon remains found on the banks of the Ohio river were of a lost species, but under clerical pressure reverted to a more traditional explanation of elephant and hippo parts. (*)  In 1749, he proposed a collision of the sun and another large body that jarred the Earth loose in part of his 44-volume encyclopedia that explained the world in naturalistic terms. . The first modern to openly suggest that the world was over 6,000 years old, he was pressured into recanting his estimate of 75,000 years.  FTP, name this Director of Paris' royal botanical gardens, the French naturalist who compiled the Histoire Naturelle.

Answer: Georges Louis Leclerc, comte de Buffon
19. The Greek counterpart of this Phrygian was Rhea. Because she presided over mountains and fortresses, (*) her crown was in the form of a city wall. She was originally a goddess of caverns and of the Earth in its primitive state. Her cult was directed by Corybantes, eunuch priests who led her faithful in bloody, orgiastic ceremonies. FTP, name this important goddess, Attis' onetime consort who became quite popular in the Roman Empire.

Answer: Cybele (accept Kybele; prompt on “Magna Mater”)

20. A biography by Margaret Cheney records this man's affection for pigeons. J.P. Morgan partially financed one of his flops (*), a wireless world-broadcasting tower in Long Island. He hypothesized terrestrial stationary waves, which implied that the earth responded like a tuning fork to electrical vibrations at certain frequencies. FTP, name this Serbian-American scientist was responsible for the discovery of the polyphase system of alternating current dynamos, and who has a neat coil named after him.

Answer: Nikola Tesla
21. The Greek for without a head gives us this term of abuse that was hurled at the Jacobins during the French Revolution (*) because of their desire to continue the revolution after the king was deposed.  Wilhelm Weitling, Benjamin Tucker and Bob Black are some other thinkers subscribing to this concept Lenin once described as "merely bourgeois ideology, turned inside out".  Marx often made the case that pure capitalism was a form of it, while Proudhon held a benevolent view which imagined that social behavior could emerge through free and open interactions among responsible members of a society. FTP, what word describes the absence of any political authority?

Answer: Anarchism  or Anarchy
22. The conclusion of this short book, written by “a sharp pen in sharp ink”, may have been added by a friend named Hirtius. (*) It contains the first description of the now extinct Auroch, encountered during a march through forests bordering the Danube.  The surprisingly objective author notes mistakes made during the double siege of Alesia, and relates the fear of his troops upon encountering woad-coated charioteers near the coast of Dover. FTP, the Belgae, the Aquitani, and "a people who call themselves Celts" occupy the three parts described in the opening sentence of what history by Julius Caesar?

Answer: De Bello Gallico or The Gallic War or The Conquest of Gaul
22. This author of The Culture of Complaint first made a name for himself within the "Push", a progressive group of artists, writers, intellectuals and drinkers that included Germaine Greer and Clive James. (*) Commissioned to write a history of painting while dropping out of university, he wrote for Britain's Spectator, and Observer, before landing a position as critic for Time Magazine in 1970.  In 2000, he was honored by the London Sunday Times as Writer of the Year, and his books include A Jerk On One End: Reflections Of A Mediocre Fisherman, and a 688-page history of the brutally dramatic origins of his native country.  FTP, name the irreverent Aussie Art critic who wrote The Fatal Shore, The Shock of the New, and American Visions.
 
Answer: Robert Hughes 
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1. Identify the poet from a few of his lines, 30-20-10.

30.  "I now suspect there is something fierce in you eligible to burst forth"

20.  "Hissing melodious, neither like the bird nor like my aroused child's heart, but edging near as privately for me rustling at my feet."

10.  "My Captain does not Answer: , his lips are pale and still"

Answer: Walt Whitman
2. Identify the scientific laws from a brief definition FTP each.

A. When a salt is dissolved in water, the conductivity of the solution is the sum of two values -- one depending on the positive ions and the other on the negative ions?

Answer: Kohlrausch's law (F. Kohlrausch)

B.  An induced electric current always flows in such a direction that it opposes the change producing it.


Answer: Lenz's law (H.F. Lenz; 1835)

C. This law, which holds fairly well except at low temperatures, states that the ratio of the thermal conductivity of any pure metal to its electrical conductivity is approximately constant for any given temperature.

Answer: Wiedemann-Franz Law

3. Identify the musical terms from brief definitions FTP each.

A. A group of three or more notes sounded together, they provide the foundation of harmony.

Answer: chord
B. This white note at the center of a piano keyboard indicates the division between the treble and bass staves of printed music.

Answer: middle C
C. "doh ray me fah soh lah te ", are the notes of a scale used in what method of teaching singing originated by Guido d'Arezzo and systematized by John Curwen.
 
Answer: Solfeggio or sol-fa
4. Answer the following questions about Buddhism from clues, 5-10-15

[5] Often associated with sex, this mystical offshoot of mainstream Buddhism that emerged in Northern India around 500 CE seeks to transform consciousness with different techniques.

Answer: tantric Buddhism

[10] This sect maintains that chanting "nam myo ho ren keh kyo" in front of a gohonzon will get you mad bling bling.

Answer: Nichiren Shoshu (accept either, or "sokko gakkai") Buddhism

[15] Buddhists believe in no individual essence, but rather in bundles of these, which represent senses and states which must be dissipated in pursuit of Nirvana.

Answer: khandhas
5. Name the substance from clues, 30-20-10.
[30] Polyneuritis often occurs in birds lacking adequate supplies of this substance, which is a precursor of a coenzyme that functions carbohydrate metabolism. 
[20] In 1911 Casimir Funk isolated a pure sample of it from yeast and rice polishings.
[10] Lack of this water-soluble vitamin can cause the inflammation of nerve endings commonly termed beriberi.

Answer: vitamin B-1 or thiamine
6. Identify the following terms from economics, 5-10-15 each.

[5] This term refers to an account in which money is deposited for a preset length of time, that must yield a slightly higher return to compensate for the reduced liquidity.

Answer: Certificate of deposit or CD
[10] Resource allocations that cannot make a person better off without making someone else worse off are said to be this:

Answer: Pareto-efficient (accept close equivalents)

[15] This economic condition, envisioned by many classical writers, happens once the growth of population reaches the point where output per capita is reduced to subsistence level, and the accumulation of capital has reduced the return investment to zero. In it, there is no chance of increases in population or per capita income.

Answer: The stationary state
7. Identify the play from clues, 30-20-10.

[30] This last play performed at the Globe before a blast from a stage cannon torched it was probably a collaboration with John Fletcher.

[20] In an early scene, Norfolk describes the assembled French as "all clinquant, all in gold, like heathen gods", and Buckingham, who disapproves of the spectacle, is arrested for high treason.

[10] Cramner lives to preside over the baptism of Elizabeth in the final scene, Cardinal Wolsey is removed from office, and Katherine ends up divorced in this play, which deals with a period later than any other historical drama by Shakespeare. 

Answer: Henry the Eighth
8. Identify the following Revolutionary War personalities FTP each.
A.  Aided by Loyalist troops, this man's cavalry fought savage campaigns in the Carolinas.

Answer: Banastre Tarleton
B. This man led militia and French volunteers down the Ohio and took several British forts.

Answer: George Rogers Clark
C. His British army occupied Philadelphia while Washington's froze at Valley Forge.

Answer: General William Howe
9. Answer the questions about diseases FTPE. Hint: all of the answers start with S.
A. The bacterium Treponema palladium is the root cause of what “great pox”?

Answer: syphilis
B. A cancer that arises in connective tissue is called what?

Answer: sarcoma
C. This is a congenital defect in which the spinal column is imperfectly closed so that part of the meninges or spinal cord protrudes, often resulting in hydrocephalus and other neurological disorders. 


Answer: spina bifida or schistorrhachis
10. Identify the following from Haitian history FTPE.
A. Some call this Roman Catholic Priest who was elected president in 1990 an American puppet.
 
Answer: Jean-Bertrand Aristide
B. This cruel lieutenant, the successor of L'overture, led a 1798 massacre of mulattos, and was assassinated in 1806.
 
Answer: Jean-Jacques Dessalines
C. The power of the Duvalier family rested on this brutal and occult-obsessed militia.
 
Answer: Tontons Macoutes


11. Identify the following mythological figure 30-20-10.

30.  In Santeria, this deity is the equivalent of the Catholic saint St. Barbara. 
20. The son of Yemaja the mother goddess, his three wives are Oya, Oschun, and Oba. Generally portrayed with a double axe on his head, this god was once the fearsome fourth king of the Yoruba.  
10.He is a Nigeria god of thunder, who inspired the character of a voodoo-proficient WWF wrestler.

Answer: Shango (accept "Papa Shango")

12. Answer the following questions about India FTPE:

A. Who is India's current Prime Minister
 
Answer: Atal Bihari Vajpayee
B. Name the epic tale of India, set in the turbulent period following independence that may be the longest single-volume novel in the English language.
 
Answer: A Suitable Boy
C. Name the New Delhi-based Web site that pulled off an audacious sting operation implicating members of the armed forces.
 
Answer: Tehelka.com

13. Identify the following parts from anatomy FTP each. Hint: each begins with F.

A. Holes through a bone or any continuous structure in the body are called what?
 
Answer: foramina or foramen (Also accept fenestra)
B. It’s the V-shaped bone in birds, formed by the fusion of the clavicles at the sternum. Also called the "wishbone".
Answer: furcula or furculae
C.  The upper portion of the stomach, bellying up above the cardiac sphincter, is given this Latin name.
 
Answer: fundus
14. Identify the Spanish author from works, 30-20-10.

30. The Butterfly's Evil Spell; When Five Years Pass

20.  Gypsy Ballads; The Poet in New York

10.  Blood Wedding; The House of Bernarda Alba

Answer: Frederico Garcia-Lorca
15. Given a brief definition, supply the philosophical terms FTPE.

A.  This is the belief that the nature of reality derives from the determinations of human or (especially) divine will.

Answer: voluntarism
B. Merleau-Ponty was a famous advocate of this philosophical method, which restricts one to a careful analysis of the intellectual processes of which we are introspectively aware.

Answer: phenomenology




(Continued)
C.  This is the property of any proposition for which it is possible to specify a set of circumstances the occurrence of which would demonstrate that the proposition is false. According to Karl Popper, it is THE crucial feature of scientific hypotheses.


Answer: falsifiability
16. Identify the writers of these works of popular scholarship FTPE.

A.  Perpetual War for Perpetual Peace


Answer: Eugene Luther Gore Vidal
B.  Guns, Germs and Steel



Answer: Jared Diamond
C.  The American Soul: Rediscovering the Wisdom of the Founding Fathers


Answer: Jacob Needleman

17. Identify the following botanical terms FTP each.
A. Plant tissue consisting of actively dividing cells that differentiate into new tissue, found at the tips of shoots and roots.
 
Answer: apical meristem
B. The cortex and pith are composed of this plant tissue which consists of roughly spherical, relatively undifferentiated cells.

Answer: parenchyma
C. Asparagus possesses these flattened stems that resemble leaves and are an adaptation to reduce water loss.

Answer: cladode


18. Identify the author from works, 30-20-10.

30.  Ratner's Star; Great Jones Street

20.  Mao 2; White Noise

10.  Underworld; Libra

Answer: Don de Lillo

19. Identify the important American from clues, 30-20-10.

30- .  According to Oleg Kalugin, this University of Pennsylvania dropout often lunched at KGB expense before 1968. 
20- In his 1953 book The Hidden History of the Korean War he concluded that South Korea and the U.S. were the aggressors. He was the Washington editor for The Nation before launching an influential newsletter produced at his home with the assistance of his wife, Esther. 
10-This independent liberal journalist also wrote The Truman Era and the Trial of Socrates.

Answer: I.F. Stone
 

20.  FTP each,
Answer: the following questions about things Egyptian. 

A. This talented vizier of pharaoh Djoser probably designed a pyramid complex at Saqqara.

Answer: Imhotep
B.  In 1920, archaeologist H.E. Winlock discovered a hidden room containing dozens of model figures at Deir el Bahri.  What 11th dynasty court official was originally buried there? 

Answer: Meketre
3. Sometimes translated as "transfigured spirit", this spiritual force made the dangerous journey to the afterlife.

Answer: akh
21. Identify the literary figure from clues, 30-20-10.

30. He is told by Sir Topas that he is an ignorant lunatic who shall remain in darkness
20. Fooled by a forged letter, he dons yellow stockings and crossgarters , and he later vows that he will be revenged. 
10. This loser from Shakespeare's play "Twelfth Night" is a vain, pompous, and self-important Steward whose very name suggests "bad will."
 
Answer: Malvolio
 

22. Identify the following anthropological terms from brief clues FTP each.

A.  It's the reconstruction of past ways of thought and symbolic structures from material remains.

Answer: cognitive archaeology
B.  This is the technical term for the accumulation of debris and domestic wastes products from human use, which are useful for relative dating.

Answer: midden
C. This is the study of processes which have affected organic materials such as bone after death; it also involves the microscopic analysis of tooth-marks or cut marks.

Answer: taphonomy
