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Sic Transit Gloria Mundi (by Mike Wi try [Iowa)) 

1. The expedition consisted of 150 people, including women and children. The fleet took on supplies in Puerto Rico, then arrived at Hatoraske on 
July 22. They attempted to rebuild a fort left behind by a previous expedition, but local tribes had been incited by the fleet's burning of a village, and 
Governor John White's attempts to remove the threat simply added to the problem. After the birth of his granddaughter on the 18th of August, White 
departed the colony to purchase supplies in England. When he returned in 1590, FTP, what colony had vanished, leaving behind only the word 
"Croatoan"? 

Roanoke 

2. Evidence of it dates from c. 5000 BC, and remains from Peru and Bolivia indicate that the Incas knew of it throughout their history. It had 
disappeared in the Western world, except to relieve pressure on the brain caused by disease, until Bart Huges, a medical-school dropout, realized that 
i~ was the road to higher consciousness, and performed it on himself using a hypodermic needle, a scalpel, and an electric drill. FIP, name this 
operation, often used to release evil spirits, consisting of drilling a hole through the patient's skull. 

Trepanation 

3. The word's original meaning, describing a low, wind-driven cloud, has nearly disappeared in the last thirty years. Another definition, used by 
Wayne and Garth, is of a chick who looks like a babe from far away, but when you get closer, you realize she isn't. FTP, what word is now most 
commonly used to describe a Soviet-made missile? 

4. It was very old and covered with fungi, and although all its parts were crumbling, it stood firm. Upon entering the Gothic halls, one would find a 

P piano, an extensive library featuring the "Mad Trist" by Sir Launcelot Canning, and a vault, lit by a mysterious and unnatural light. FIP, name this 
building, which falls down after Lady Madeleine comes out of her tomb in the titular Edgar Allen Poe story. 

The House of Usher 

5. The only extant film of the last living member of its species ends after 62 seconds, because the second-to-last living member of the species bit the 
cameraman. Sandy brown in color with stripes and a long tail, they hunted at night and wore down their prey with long hunts. Atop the food chain of 
its native islands, its ecological niche was filled when humans arrived and brought pet dogs. It was declared "probably extinct" in 1936, but 
occasional unverified sightings still occur. FIP, name this marsupial. 

Thvlacine or Tasmanian tiger or Tasmanian wolf 

6. Their roots extended to the age of King Solomon. Originally responsible for activities taking place at the Temple, they became wealthy and 
aristocratic, and when the Temple was rebuilt after the Persian conquest, they became temporal leaders of the city as well. Pro-Hellenist and with 
views based on strict interpretation of the Torah, they were unpopular for denying the existence of an afterlife. FIP, name this Judean political party 
which often butted heads with the Pharisees. 

Sadducees 

7. Founded in 1655 as Point Cagway, it was located on a well-protected harbor, with flat topography and deep water close to shore, and thus was 
ideal for trade. Its population by 1692 was nearly 7,000, its economy was diversified, but its main source of wealth was piracy. All this ended at 
11:43 AM on June 7, 1692, when, FIP, what capital city of Jamaica was sunk by a massive earthquake? 

Port Royal 

8. Glaucus, a wealthy Athenian, and lone, a Neapolitan, are young lovers, but lone's sinister guardian Arbaces, an evil Egyptian priest, has his sights 
on her. When Arbaces murders lone's brother, Glaucus is framed for the crime and sentenced to death by combat in the arena. At the last minute, an 
eyewitness reveals that Arbaces was the killer. Then Vesuvius blows up. FTP, name this novel, set in a now-ruined city, written by Edward Bulwer
Lytton. 

The Last Davs of Pompeii 

9. In art, he is usually portrayed with a short torso, long head, neck, arms, hand and feet, pronounced collarbones, pot belly, heavy thighs, and poor 
muscle tone, leading some modern scholars to believe he had Marfan's syndrome. He may have shared the throne with his father for a time, but after 
his father's death, he erased his name wherever he could find it. Later pharaohs returned the favor by erasing _his_ name, and referring to him only as 
the "rebel" or the "heretic". FTP, name this Egyptian pharaoh, who attempted to found a new religion based solely on the worship of Aten. 

Akhenaten 
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10. Imelda Marcos has been accused of stealing the one at the Manila Zoo - and it's missing ... so it isn't there anymore. They spend sixteen to twenty 
hours a day feeding, mostly on flowers, leaves, shoots, vines, herbs, and the occasional young bird. They fend off predators with kicks, but fights 
within the species are effected by neck wrestling and headbanging. They have the highest blood pressure of any land animal, because, FTP, what 
animal, no longer at the Manila Zoo, needs to pump blood all the way up its long neck? 

11. It had been involved in numerous accidents, and was eventually sold at a salvage auction for $3,000, when it was refitted and renamed. Setting 
out from New York on November 7,1872, it was bound for Genoa with a cargo of alcohol. Many modem scholars believe that the temperature 
changes during the voyage caused the alcohol casks to explode, causing the crew to hastily abandon ship. FTP, name this sailing ship, found adrift 
and crew less in the North Atlantic, often cited as an example of the power of the Bermuda Triangle. 

Marv Celeste 

12. Rudolf Virchow claimed the initial specimen had suffered from rickets, but survived to become a great fighter. Pruner-Bey claimed that he had 
been "a powerfully organized Celt somewhat resembling the modem Irish with low mental organization." Professor Mayer of Bonn suggested that 
the skeleton was that of one of the Russian Cossacks who had invaded Germany in 1814. The best explanation, FTP, was that the skeleton discovered 
in a German valley in 1856 was what ancestor of modem humans? 

Neanderthal or Homo sapiens neanderthal is 

13. They were usually based on well-known myths and legends, and were occasionally presented between acts of other plays. The chorus is led by 
Silenus, an old and merry man. Depicting both carnal and spiritual aspects of existence, they used techniques found in both comedies and dramas. 
Apart from fragments, half of "Trackers" by Sophocles still exists, and the only complete surviving one is "Cyclops" by Euripides. FTP, name this 
form of farce, appearing after three comedies in traditional Athenian drama. 

Satvrplay 

14.140 feet tall, sculptors Bryaxis, Leochares, Scopas, and Timotheus were each responsible for one side. It contained statues of people, lions, 
horses, and other animals, but none of gods. Completed c. 350 BC, it remained in good condition until a 13th century AD earthquake destroyed the 
roof and most of the statues, and it was finally disassembled for use in fortifications by the Knights of St. John around 1522. Some of the statues 
survive at the British Museum. FTP, name this Wonder of the Ancient World, constructed at Halicamassus. 

Mausoleum of Halicamassus 

15. The theory was developed by Abraham Werner, based on his observations of the Erz Mountains near his home in Saxony. According to the 
theory, the first rocks to be developed were crystalline rocks, then came non-fossiliferous sedimentary rocks, followed by fossiliferous sedimentary 
rocks, poorly consolidated sedimentary rocks, and finally volcanic rocks, the only ones formed under modem principles. It fit well with the Biblical 
tale of Noah's Flood, and found wide acceptance. FTP, name this discredited geological theory, holding that the world's oldest rocks were created as 
sediment from a worldwide sea. 

Neptunism 

16. He drifted around the northeast U.S. until 1919, when he noticed that a Spanish postal stamps, worth one cent in U.S. currency, could be 
exchanged for six cents worth of U.S. stamps. He collected enough money to buy 180 million postal stamps, but an audit of his books revealed he 
purchased only two. FfP, name this Italian immigrant, who gave his name to a scheme in which early investors are paid interest with the funds of 
later investors. 

Charles Ponzi 

17. In the lower left of the painting is a man plowing his fields, and another one herding sheep. Just above them is a cityscape, and a bay spreads out 
to the right, with ships and a setting sun. On the far right are what appear to be icebergs, and a large sailing ship is in an inlet in the lower right 
comer. Below the ship are two flailing legs - probably the painting's subject. FTP, name this' painting by Bruegel the Elder, purporting to show the 
death of a flying Greek. . 

Landscape with the Fall oflcants 

18. By 1980, the life expectancy of an American would be 42 years. The famines of the 1980s would kill 4 billion people worldwide, 65 million of 
them Americans. These famines would be caused by overpopulation, rampant cancer caused by insecticides, and a Third World War that would break 
out over scarce resources. Contemporaries noted that such a scholarly work should probably have provided more and better references, and when the 
predictions failed to come true, the author resorted to increasingly hysterical denunciations of his critics, terming them "betrayers of science and 
reason." FTP, name this 1968 book by amateur biologist Paul Ehrlich. 

The Pop Illation Bomb 
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19. It includes seven cases, including vocative, three numbers with dual, three genders, verb tenses such as aorist, imperfect, plusquamperfect, and 
two different future tenses. Also, there are conditional and imperative moods, infinitive and supine, and several kinds of participles. It was never a 
colloquial language, but nearly all local literature was written in it until the 18th century. FTP, name this language invented by Saints Cyril and . 
Methodius, used only by the Russian Orthodox Churches. 

Old Church Slavonic 

20. At least 36,417 people were killed, most by the giant sea waves which reached over 130 feet high, and 165 coastal villages were destroyed. The 
explosions were heard over 1113 of the Earth's surface. The volcanic dust veil created spectacular atmospheric effects such as sunsets so red that fire 
engines were called out in New York. Global temperatures were lowered as much as 34 degrees in the year after the eruption. Temperatures did not 
return to normal until 1888. FTP, name this volcanic island, 2/3 of which was destroyed in an 1883 eruption. 

Krakatoa or Krakatau 
----------------------------------------------------------END ROUND--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
21. It originated in 1993 when physicist Gordon Shaw and cognitive development specialist Frances Rauscher performed a study on two dozen 
college students and concluded they had found a way to increase their scores on a standard I.Q. test. In 1997, they announced that piano and singing 
instruction are superior to computer instruction in enhancing children's abstract reasoning skills. 
July 1999 experiments performed by a different group using a bigger sample size discredited Shaw and Rauscher's work, but not before Tennessee 
and Georgia began programs to hand out CDs to families of newborns. FTP, name this "effect" on brain development, named for the composer of the 
"Jupiter" symphony. 

Mozart Effect 

22. Launched May 14, 1973, its meteorite shield accidentally deployed during launch, making it uninhabitable for a week. The first crew arrived on 
May 25. Each subsequent mission set new records for time in space, 28, 59, and 84 days, respectively. Most of the time was spent carrying out 
medical research and solar observation, though the third crew made studies of Comet Kohoutek. Expected to last until 1983, FTP, what U.S. space 
station crashed into Western Australia on July II, 1979. 

Bonus Questions 

1. Many a lesser movie is said to be "saved by the green machine" - fixed by the editor. However, even well known movies have had scenes which 
just didn't work, which were cut from the final release. Given a description of a removed scene, identify the film FTPE. 

A. In an elaborate production number, our heroes are attacked by Jitter Bugs, fuzzy pink and blue mosquito-like 'thingies that give one the jitters, and 
force cine to dance about. The sequence was cut, since it added nothing to the plot, but is available on the DVD release. 

The Wizard of Oz 

B. After several unfortunate sailors were shaken off a log, the original release featured them being attacked and eaten by giant spiders. Preview 
audiences were so shocked and shaken by the graphic scene that they ignored the rest of the film, and the scene was removed. Only stills survive. 

King Kong 

C. Director Frank Capra privately nicknamed this film "Six Endings in Search of an Audience" . One of the endings he filmed, in which Gary Cooper 
leapt to his death, nearly started a riot among the test audience, and it was decided that Cooper should live. 

Meet John Doe 

2. Time was that the Lowells stood astride New England like a mighty colossus. But those times are gone, and today's New England is dominated by 
the Kennedys and the McMahons. Answer these questions about notable Lowells FTSNOP. 

5: This high-profile author taught Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton, and wrote politicized poems critiquing war and oppression and other bad things. His 
most notable poem is "For the Union Dead." . 

Robert Lowell 

10: In contrast, this Lowell, one of the Fireside Poets, was a conservative moralist (apart from his abolitionism), and as a result, doesn't get much 
press time today. However, his "The Present Crisis" inspired the name of the NAACP's newsletter . . 

James Russell Lowell 

IS: She played Pam Bouvier in "Licence to Kill," did a few seasons of "Law and Order", and is now dating Richard Gere. 

Carey Lowell 



3. "Get a horse!" While the horseless carriage is today an acceptable means of transportation, folks in the 19th century had to make do with horse
drawn vehicles. Given a description of a type of horse-drawn carriage, name it FfPE. 

A. Named for a son of Helios who decided to go racing in his father's chariot, this early, four-wheeled, open carriage was often use for racing during 
the Regency. A low version, designed for George IV when he got too fat to get in an ordinary version, was frequently driven by ladies. 

B. This discreet, black, closed carriage was the most popular during the late Victorian era. It was named for a former Lord Chancellor. 

Brougham 

C. Also known as the "Gondola of London", this served as the taxicab of the 19th century. A two-wheeled, closed carriage, it's the one used by 
Sherlock Holmes. 

Hansom cab 

4. The occasional RenFair geeks still perform commedia dell'arte, but nobody ever writes for it any more. Given a description, identify the stock 
character FfSNOP. 

5: A silly, clown-like servant, his clothing was originally covered with patches. The patches later evolved into diamonds, and he was also outfitted 
with a fox tail identifying him as the butt of ridicule. 

Harlequin 

10: The only character who did not wear a mask, this character usually just wore a small eye-mask to protect her beauty. She was the stock lover. 

Inamorta 

15: The only consistent traits of this character are that he's always old and always getting tricked by the younger generation. He is usually a merchant 
from Venice. 

Pantaloon 

5. The era of imperialism was a lot of fun for Europeans, especially when you got to show on some uninhabited, barren rock, hoist the flag, hum a 
few bars of the national anthem, then set sail fo.r some other barren rock. A lot of those worthless locales are still colonies today. Given a piece of real 
estate hardly worth claiming, name the colonial owners FfPE. 

A. Bouvet Island, in the South Atlantic. Home to naught but an automated weather station. 

B. Socotra, a desert island at the entrance to the Red Sea. Now that the Red Sea is no longer important, it belongs to Yemen. 

United Kingdom (accept equivalents) 

C. Bassas da India, a set of islands that are underwater at high tide. They are also claimed by Madagascar, as if they were worth contending for. 

6. Last year, Lou Bega stood atop the charts. This year, he sings the praises of Ford. Next year, he'll be running a Ford dealership in Orange County. 
Given their fate for 15, or their hit for 5, name the one-hit wonder. 

15: The head of the dance department at L.A. - based Interscope Records. 
5: "Rico Suave". 

Gerardo Mejia 

15: Living in Monaco, and releasing albums for the European market only. 
5: "What Is Love". 

Haddaway 

7. It's easy to snicker now at Cold War paranoia, but it isn't paranoia if Joe Stalin really is out to get you, shoot you, and dump you in a shallow grave 
- and if some of your notable people believe everything the Soviets tell them. FfSNOP, identify these people who fell for Stalin-era Soviet 



propaganda. 

5: This author of "The Children's Hour" and "The Little Foxes" was so pro-Stalinist that theater critic and fellow socialist Mary McCarthy (no 
relation to Joe) asserted that her "every word is a lie, including 'and' and 'the'." 

Lillian Hellman 

10: These founders of the Fabian Society, in their 1935 book Soviet Communism: a new civilization?, made the mistake of taking the Soviet 
constitution at face value, and informed the reader that the USSR was "the purest democracy in the world". 

Beatrice and Sidney Webb 

15: The New York Times correspondent in Moscow during the 1930s, he claimed that during collectivization there was "no actual starvation" and 
justified Soviet purges with the phrase, "You can't make an omelette without breaking a few eggs." He won the Pulitzer Prize in 1932. 

Walter Duranty 

8. Ain't nobody writes Westerns no more, that's fer sure. Given the Western novel, identify its author FI5PE. 

A. The Ox-Bow Illcident 
B. Shane 

William Van Tilburg Clark 
Jack Schaefer 

9. In 1971, the British government scrapped their monetary system and imposed a new, decimalized system. Answer these questions about the old 
system FTPE. 

How many shillings were in a pound? 
How many pence were in a shilling? 
How much, in pounds and shillings, was a guinea worth? 

20 
12 
1 pound. 1 shilling 

10. O. Henry has been cleared out of most anthologies nowadays, to make room for other mediocre writers. Why? Because O. Henry wasn't all that 
great a writer, and the cycle of mediocrity continues. Identify these O. Henry short stories from plot descriptions FTSNOP. 

5: Do you need a clue for a five-point O. Henry story? Oh, all right. James and Della go Christmas shopping, and sell their most beloved possessions 
to buy gifts for each other. 

The Gift ofthe Magi 

10: Sam and Bill kidnap Johnny Dorset, but Johnny is such a pain in the ass that the kidnappers have to pay his parents a ransom to get them to take 
him back. 

The Ransom of Red Chief 

15: Mrs. Fink is jealous of Mrs. Cassidy, whose husband loves her so much that he beats her at least once a week. Mrs. Fink's attempts to get Mr. 
Fink to beat her fail. 

A Harlem Tragedy 

11. It wasn't too long ago that all the fancy trendy people were wearing pyramid-shaped earrings and placing razor blades under pyramids to harness 
the mystic spiritual powers of pyramids. Name these pyramidiots FTPE. 

A. According to this author of _Chariots of the Gods?_, the ancient Egyptians were clearly too stupid to build pyramids, so they required the help of 
aliens. 

Erich von Daniken 

B. This noted language scholar thought that underneath the Bermuda Triangle lay Atlantis, featuring a pyramid the same size as Giza's. 

Charles Berlitz 

C. Known as "The Sleeping Prophet", among his more reasonable claims was that Atlanteans helped the Egyptians build the Pyramids by showing 
them how to levitate stones with their minds. 

Edgar Cavce 

12. Maybe th°e XFL wasn't great, but they were sure better than the Redskins. Identify the following glitches in the XFL FTSNOP. 

\ 



5: This team won the Million Dollar Game, the XFL championship. They have to pay for their own championship rings. 

Los Angeles Extreme (Accept either) 

10: This color commentator quit the XFL in midseason when the WWF fired his wife. She thanked him by divorcing him. 

Jerry "The King" Lawler 

15: Jesse Ventura relentlessly criticized this head coach of the New York. .. uh, what were they again? Oh, right, the Hitmen. The feud between them 
did not improve ratings. 

"Gutless" Rusty Tillman 

13. The idea of atoms was first postulated around 400 BC, but nobody was quite sure what they were or what they looked like. Over the years, many 
different models have been tried and discarded. Identify some of these models FfPE. 

A. In this model, atoms are indivisible - they don't have any parts. It was proposed formally in 1803. 

Dalton model 

B. Also known as the "plum pudding" model, this model featured a positively charged atom with negatively charged electrons scattered throughout. 

Thomson model 

C. Replaced by the wave model, this model is still used by chemistry teachers who tell their kids to make atomic models with stuff from Ben 
Franklin. Electrons orbit the nucleus in an orderly fashion . 

Bohr model 

14. Identify the object, 30/20110/5. 

30: The largest collection of them in North America is at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago. 
20: The earliest written descriptions of them are by John Philoponos of Alexandria, dating from around the 6th century AD. Geoffrey Chaucer wrote 
a treatise on their use in 1391. 
10: Its use was fully developed by medieval Muslim scientists, who found it useful in locating Mecca from their location. 
5: This tool for navigation and time-telling was replaced by more sophisticated instruments by the end of the 17th century . . 

Astrolabe 

15. Well, thanks to the Good Friday agreement, political violence in Ireland is gone forever! Thank goodness! Identify these components of the Irish 
question FfPE. 

A. This cofounder of the Society of United Irishmen attempted to overthrow English rule in Ireland with a French fleet in 1798. In the best French 
military tradition, the fleet sank in a storm, the army aboard failed, and he committed suicide. 

Theobald Wolfe Tone 

B. In 1823, he founded the Catholic Association, which became wildly successful and eventually was able to convince Lord Wellington to allow 
Catholic emancipation in 1829. He later became an MP. 

Daniel O'Connell 

C. An MP from 1828 to 1848, he split from O'Connell to lead the Young Ireland movement. He tried to start an uprising in Tipperary, but was 
quickly defeated and set to Tasmania. 

William Smith O'Brien 

16. Boy, did OIIT ancestors have it tough. They had to listen to their favorite shows on radio, which actually required thought! Given the description of 
a popular radio show, identify it FfPE. 

A. Developing from an earlier program called "Smackout", this comedy program featured Jim Gordon as a dreamer from Wistful Vista, with his wife 
Marian playing his more sensible wife. It ran from 1935 to 1953. 

Fibber McGee and Molly 

B. A spin-off of "Fibber McGee and Molly", Harold Peary played the McGee's former next-door neighbor, a pompous and arrogant fool. Perhaps the 

" 



first true sitcom, it departed from earlier shows by leaving out musical numbers and integrated product plugs. It ran from 1941 to 1950. 

The Great Gildersleeve 

C. This drama program from the late 1930s was where Orson Welles' production of "War of the Worlds" sparked a panic. 

Mercurv Theater of the Air 

17. Identify these businesses which have gone belly-up in the last few months FrPE. 

A. This record label, founded by the Beastie Boys and featuring albums by Ben Lee, Sean Lennon, Atari Teenage Riot and At the Drive-In, shut 
down on September 4, citing "mounting debts, decreasing assets and exceedingly harsh industry conditions." 

Grand Royal Records 

B. Britain's railway network was privatized in 1996 under this name. However, private ownership was unable to stop it from sucking, and with debts 
of 3.3 million pounds, it went bankrupt and was placed under government administrators on October 8. 

Railtrack 

C. The largest broadband ISP in the U.S., conflicts between its owners, AT&T, Cox, and Comcast, made profitability difficult, and stock prices went 
from $100 a share in April '99 to 15 cents just before bankruptcy on October 1. 

Excite@home 

18. As fixed in our national consciousness as old TV shows are old TV commercials. Answer these questions about TV commercials from the 80s 
FrPE. 

Who was the star of "Weird Science" who pleaded in Pantene ads, "Don't hate me because I'm beautiful"? Kelly LeBrock 
They make money the old fashioned way. They eaaaaaarn it. Smith Barney 
What company ran ads featuring a Russian Fashion Show, in which an old babushka walked repeatedly down a runway in an ugly gray dress holding 
various props? Wendy's 

19. Identify the document from quotes, 30/20110/5. 

30: "Law, natural or human, shall not be ridiculed, nor shall sympathy be created for its violation." 
20: "The treatment of low, disgusting, unpleasant, though not necessarily evil, subjects should always be subject to the dictates of good taste and a 
regard for the sensibilities of the audience." 
1 0: "Correct entertainment raises the whole standard of a nation. Wrong entertainment lowers the whole living conditions and moral ideals of a race." 
5: "No picture shall be produced that will lower the moral standards of those who see it." 

Hays Code or Production Code 

20. Might as well tear Afghanistan out of your world maps: it ain't gonna be there for long. Identify these Afghans who made a name for themselves 
in times of crisis (which, in Afghanistan, is all the time) FrSNOP. 

5: The one-eyed leader of the Taliban, who took Osama bin Laden's fleet of 2,000 Toyotas from the foothills of the south to Kabul in a few weeks. 

Mullah Muhammed Omar 

10: Officially the minister of defense, the "Lion of Panshir" is the real head of the Northern Alliance, the loose collection of Iranian- and French
backed resistance fighters that fight a seesaw war with the Taliban. 

Ahmed Shah Massoud 

15: His term has expired, but he's still officially president of Afghanistan, as long as Massoud holds out. "Apparently his biggest skill is the ability to 
put an entire room offeuding warlords to sleep once he starts one of his monotonal marathon speeches.': 

Burhanuddin Rabbani 




