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Questions by Northwestern Time Machine/Pit-Pat 

Toss-Ups 
1. Prussia and Holland received territories on the French border; Holland obtained the southern 

Netherlands (Belgium); Prussia gained the Rhineland and part of Saxony; Russia obtained 
Finland and part of Poland, England acquired new naval bases from the North Sea to the Indian 
Ocean. FTP, name this historic 1815 meeting led by Prince Klemens von Mettemich. 

Answer: the Congress of Vienna 

2. This Canadian-born American economist served as the Ambassador to India while on faculty at 
Harvard during the 1960's. He earned acclaim with a 1958 book that indicted the conventional 
wisdom of economic policies that placed emphaSis on production. FTP, name this author of The 
New Industrial State. 

Answer: John Kenneth Galbraith 

3. Its sources include the pulsar in the Crab nebula, the binary star system Cygnus X-3, and the 
quasar 3C279. It is produced by changes in atomic nuclei, by collisions between cosmic rays and 
interstellar matter, or by the annihilation of positrons. Due to the last cause its application to 
astronomy allows for the measure of the presence of antimatter. FTP name it. 

Answer: gamma radiation (accept equivalents i.e. "gamma rays") 

4. Originally designated the YF-12A, it proved ineffective as a fighter. However, its two Pratt and 
Whitney turbojets, which sucked the plane forward as much as pushed, allowed it to fly from LA to 
DC in 68 minutes. For 10 points, name this plane which received its unique letter combination 
when President Johnson transposed the Air Force designations for reconnaissance and 
surveillance. 

Answer: SR-71 or Blackbird 

5. He had $80,000 in savings, but according to the German magazine Bunte; he lost it all when a 
long financial crisis finally caused his bank to go under. He can't afford to pay the staff of his 
foundation, the International Green Cross, and is hoping for a lucrative book deal to pull him 
through. These are not good times for this 1990 Nobel Peace Prize Winner who, for ten points, 
had gone from pleading for perestrokia to peddling for Pizza Hut. 

Answer: Mikhail Gorbachev 

6. This language that started to emerge in the seventh century is a direct descendant of Sanskrit 
through Prakrit and Apabhrarnsh. Braj was the popular literary dialect until it was replaced by 
khari boli in the 19th century. FTP, name this language that is spoken by 100,000 
people in the US, and is the second most widely used language in the world. 

Answer: Hindi 

7. Born in Detroit, Michigan in 1929, he earned his law degree in 1958 from Wayne State University. 
In 1964 he was elected to Congress to represent the 14th Congressional District in Michigan, and 
became one of six black representatives. FTP, name this first black to chair the House 
Judiciary Committee, who has recently been in the spotlight defending President Clinton being 
the ranking Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee. 

Answer: John Conyers Jr. 

8. Of the thirty or so rivers that empty into it, the Nelson and the Churchill are the largest, entering on 
its western side where the land is low and level. At its north end, Southampton Island separates it 
from Foxe Basin and Evans Strait, while at its south end is James Bay. For ten points name this 
North American body of water that borders on three Canadian provinces. 

Answer: Hudson Bay 



9. Teammate Tiger Williams said this man's first career goal was lucky, and the nickname stuck. 44 
goals later in 1987, he earned the Calder Memorial Trophy for the most outstanding Rookie of the 
year. He has played on the same teams as Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux, and Mark Messier 
and recently scored his sooth career goal. FTP, name this Los Angeles Kings' left-winger. 

Answer: Luc Robitaille 

10. She is known primarily as a poet in her native country, where she published her first book of 
verse, Double Persephone, in 1962 at the age of 23. I n later years she became interested in 
post-colonial criticism, and has spent much of her career advocating a Canadian literature not 
dominated by British or American influences. For ten points name this writer born and raised in 
author of such works as The Edible Woman, Surfacing, and Lady Oracle. 

Answer: Margaret Atwood 

11. Originally a Slavic settlement, this city on the Elbe River was settled by Germans in the 13th 
century and later occupied by Prussia. Once a showplace of art and of Baroque and Rococo 
architecture, it has been rebuilt extensively after World War II, when it was demolished. For 10 
points, name this German city of over 500,000 that now is a major industrial center, immortalized 
in author Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse Five. 

Answer: Dresden 

12. His lesser-known post-war occupations were serving as the public safety director of Cleveland 
and as the assistant secretary of transportation during the Nixon administration. Now thanks to 
legislation sponsored by Arizona senator John McCain, he has been recognized once again for 
his most famous role, flying more than 1,500 combat missions against the German Luftwaffe. For 
10 points, name this newly appointed 4-star general, the leader of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

Answer: General Benjamin o. Davis 

13. The 1971 sci-fi film Silent Running was his first writing credit and a string of Columbo episodes 
soon followed as he made his way into television, the medium of his greatest success. He met 
with the greatest success in production, developing and producing several ofthe most successful 
television series of the 1980's, beginning with Hill Street Blues. FTP name this producer 
responsible for LA Law and Doogie Howser M.D., as well as critically acclaimed NYPD Blue. 

Answer: Stephen Bochco 

14. He felt that ''when the First Amendment says Congress shall make no law, it means Congress 
shall make no law" and followed that doctrine in his literalist interpretation of the Constitution. 
Before serving on the Supreme Court, he vigorously supported FDR's New Deal policies as a 
Democratic Senator from Alabama. For 10 points, name this justice, serving 34 years on the 
Supreme Court who had once been a member of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Answer: Hugo Lafayette Black 

15. He first hit the R&B charts in December of 1962 singing "These Arms of Mine." Recording for 
Memphis-based Stax Records, his uniquely soulful numbers such as "I've Been Loving You Too 
Long" and "Try a Little Tenderness", established him as one of the kings of soul music, but he 
would not make headway onto the pop charts until after his death. FTP, what singer of "Dock of 
the Bay" had his career cut short by a plane crash on December 10, 1967? 

Answer: Otis Redding 

16. Legend has it that on this religious holiday in 1445 in Olney, England, a woman, upon hearing the 
shriving bell, ran to church while holding a pan with a still-cooking pancake in it. Today, that event 
and the holiday are celebrated in Olney with an annual race in which women compete to be the 
first to the church door making sure to flip the pancakes they're carrying three times along the 
way. For 10 points, what is this holiday that coincides with Mardi Gras? 

Answer: Shrove Tuesday 



17. In 1514, the forces of this empire lost to the Ottomans at Chaldiran, but it continued to prosper, 
reaching its peak under Shah Abbas the Great. Shah Ismail's 1502 self-coronation in Tabriz 
established, FTP, what Asian empire, whose rise marked the split from mainstream Islam by a 
group of Shi'a fanatics? 

Answer: Safavi empire or Safavi state 

18. Numbering about a million in every person, these structures consist of alpha, beta, delta, and C 
cells surrounded by acinar cells. The alpha cells produce glucagen, a protein whose actions are 
countered by the product of the beta cells, insulin. For 10 points, name this anatomical structure 
that sounds more like an Austrian archipelago than a tissue of the body. 

Answer: Islands of Langerhans 

19. It consists of a small coil of wires in the magnetic field of a permanent magnet. As current flows, 
the coil torques. The device is calibrated with a spring to determine the force of the torque, and 
hence the current. For 10 points, what is the name for this device used to measure small 
amounts of electrical current? 

Answer: galvanometer 

20. This bill, which passed in Congress on July 2,1864, was sponsored by a Senator from Ohio and a 
Representative from Maryland. It required a majority of each Confederate state's voters to swear 
that they had never been disloyal to the United States before a new state government could be 
formed. For 10 points, name this bill, which President Lincoln pocket-vetoed, thus earning the 
hatred of many fellow Republicans. 

Answer: Wade-Davis Bill (accept Davis-Wade Bill) 

21. Born to aged parents, this Nazerite was selected for God's service, for which he performed many 
feats of physical strength, such as tearing a lion apart with his bare hands and killing a thousand 
men with the jawbone of an ass. Though captured through the betrayal of a woman, he wrought 
revenge on his enemies the Philistines by breaking down the pillars ofthe meeting house. FTP, 
name this Biblical hero, whose power rested with his long hair? 

Answer: Samson 

22. After his first playoff game, he compared his team to David and his opponent to Goliath. 
However, it didn't take a slingshot and five small stones to defend Michael Irvin, just some 
extremely airtight coverage. For ten points, name this cornerback, recently elected to the NFC 
Pro Bowl team, whose play helped lead the Arizona Cardinals to a playoff upset over Dallas. 

Answer: Aeneas (uh-NEE-us) Williams 

23. It was published in England, where it was titled "The Silver Locusts, n in 1950. It tells of the 
attempt of humans to conquer and colonize a nearby planet and its telepathic inhabitants, with 
the result being a nuclear war on Earth. FTP- give the name this Ray Bradbury novel was 
published under in the United States. 

Answer: The Martian Chronicles 

24. Among the many dying or wounded figures is a woman who holds a dead child in her arms. The 
massive canvas also includes a bull, a screaming horse and an electric light bulb that illuminates 
the dark background. For ten points, name this 1937 painting by Picasso that shows a grisly 
scene from the Spanish Civil War, named after the town where the bombing took place. 

Answer: Guernica (GARE-nee-kah) 

25. A three-sport star in high school, he established himself as a track and field star while at UCLA. 
In 1956, he placed second in the decathlon behind American Milt Campbell. Four years later he 
won the gold medal for the decathlon and setting a new Olympic record. At the same Olympics, 
he became the first black athlete to carry the American flag at the opening ceremonies of the 
Olympics. FTP - name this athlete who lit the Olympic Flame in Los Angeles in 1984. 

Answer: Rafer Johnson 



Bonuses 
1. Name these congressional terms based on their description. 
(10) Preventing a bill from coming to a vote by speaking about it relentlessly in the Senate. 
Answer: filibustering 

(10) The practice of one legislator voting for the other's pet project in return for the same favor. 
Answer: log rolling 

(10) Making congressional districts unequal in population or making them irregularly shaped in the 
hope of gaining more seats with the same number of votes. 

Answer: gerrymandering 

2. Answer the following questions about historian Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. for the stated number of 
points: 

(5/5) For five points each, Schlesinger served as special assistant for Latin American affairs under what 
two U.S. presidents? 

Answers: John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Lyndon Baines Johnson 

(10) FTP, which Schlesinger book chronicled John Kennedy's administration? 
Answer: A 1000 Days: John F. Kennedy in the White House. 

(10) Schlesinger also wrote a three-volume biography of President Franklin Roosevelt, whose title is 
reminiscent of his chronicle of politics in Andrew Jackson's America. For 10 points, name this 
biography. 

Answer: The Age of Roosevelt 

3. Answer the following questions about World War I, FTP each. 
(10) Name the German plan of attack, which required heavy concentration of German troops against 

the French and a quick defeat of Paris? 
Answer: the Schleiffen plan or the von Schleiffen plan 

(10) This country declined to join the war in 1914 despite its alliance with Germany and Austria 
because they had not been attacked. 

Answer: Italy or Italia 

(10) Following the failed attempt to take Paris during the second week of September 1914, the 
German High Command withdrew its troops behind this river. 

Answer: the Marne river 

4. When exactly does the third millennium actually start? Answer the following questions about this 
dispute that has the world confused. 

(5) First, for five points, those who claim that the new millennium will start on January 1, 2001 make 
such a claim based on the lack of what? 

Answer: the year Zero AD 

(10) In 532 AD, the calendar was changed to recognize the birth of Christ instead of, for ten points, 
what Roman Emperor? 

Answer: Diocletian 

(15) Now, for fifteen points, name the Greek cleric who miscalculated the year of Christ's birth, causing 
some to think the real millennium celebration should have taken place in 1996. 

Answer: Dionysus Exiguus 



5. For the stated number of points, name a specific field associated with physical geology. 
(5) Study of minerals 
Answer: mineralogy 

(5) Study of igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks 
Answer: petrology 

(10) Study of the movement and distribution of the waters of the earth. 
Answer: hydrology 

(10) Study of the interior of the earth, its magnetic and electrical properties, and the way it transmits 
such energy as earthquake waves. 

Answer: geophysics 

6. Cade McNown was one of the top three vote getters for the Heisman Trophy in 1998. 
(10) Name the last UCLA Quarterback before McNown to be one of the top three vote getters for the 

Heisman Trophy. 
Answer: Troy Aikman 

(10) Name the running back that won the Heisman the year Aikman was in the running for the award. 
Answer: Barry Sanders 

(10) The only other UCLA quarterback to finish among the top-three vote getters was this 1967 
Heisman winner. 

Answer: Gary Beban 

7. 30-20-10: name this American. 
(30) Before entering politics, he worked for the New Orleans district attorney, the Louisiana attorney 

general, and the U.S. Attorney stationed in Louisiana. 
(20) He became the first Republican since the Reconstruction era to represent Louisiana's First 

Congressional District 
(10) During the 104th and 105th Congress he chaired the Appropriations Committee, and late in 1998 

he announced his resignations from the House and decline of the Speakership nomination during 
President Clinton's impeachment precedings 

Answer: Robert (Bob) L. Livingston 

8. For ten points each, answer the following about recent winners of the Nobel Prize in chemistry: 
(10) One ofthe 1998 winners, currently a professor at Northwestern University, he wrote Gaussian-70, 

a computer program for determining the electron density of molecules. 
Answer: John Pople 

(10) The 1989 winners, Sidney AHman, and Tom Cech (Keck) won for their discovery of the catalytic 
nature of what class of organic molecules? 

Answer: RNA or Ribonucleic Acid 

(10) Robert Curl, Harold Croto, and Richard Smalley won the prize for their discovery of what? 
Answer: fullerenes or carbon 60 or buckyballs 

9. James Fennimore Cooper wrote a collection of five novels that were together known as the 
Leatherstocking Tales. Name three of the five novels for ten points each. 

Answers: The Pioneers 
The Last of the Mohicans 
The Prairie 
The Pathfinder 
The Deers/ayer 



10. For ten points each, given four cities that lie along its route, give the two-digit number of the U.S. 
interstate highway. 

(10) Spokane, Washington; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Madison, Wisconsin; Toledo, Ohio 
Answer: Interstate 90 or 1-90 

(10) Laredo, Texas; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Des Moines, Iowa; Duluth, Minnesota 
Answer: Interstate 35 or 1-35 

(10) Miami, Florida; Richmond, Virginia; Providence, Rhode Island; Bangor, Maine 
Answer: Interstate 95 or 1-95 

11. The brotherly duo of Ethan and Joel Coen made an impact on the film industry by working 
together. Name each of their films from the following descriptions for the stated number of points. 

(5) The 1996 film nominated for Best Picture featuring notable performances by Frances McDormand 
and William H. Macy. 

Answer: Fargo 

(10) The 1987 comedy starring Nicholas Cage and Holly Hunter. 
Answer: Raising Arizona 

(15) The 1984 film debut for the filmmaking duo, again featuring Frances McDormand. 
Answer: Blood Simple 

12. 30-20-10, name the composer. 
(30) His death on March 5, 1953 was overshadowed by the death on the same day of another famous 

countryman, Joseph Stalin. 
(20) The opening of his Fifth Symphony marks the serenity after a storm, which made it popular with 

the war-weary people of Moscow when it premiered there in January of 1945. 
(10) He composed in a wide array of genres, including two widely-performed ballet scores, Romeo and 

Juliet and Cinderella, but his name is better known among many as the composer of the children's 
musical fable Peter and the Wolf. 

Answer: Sergey Prokofiev 

13. Given the tallest building in an American city and its height, name the city for five points each. 
(5) NationsBank Plaza, 1,023 feet 
Answer: Atlanta 
(5) John Hancock Tower, 788 feet 
Answer: Boston 
(5) First Interstate World Center, 1,018 feet 
Answer: Los Angeles 
(5) Transamerica Pyramid, 853 feet 
Answer: San Francisco 
(5) Tower of the Americas, 622 feet 
Answer: San Antonio 

14. Answer the following questions about the Great Trek for 15 points each: 
(15) In what battle did the Voortrekkers under Andries Pretorius attack a group of Zulus led by 

Dingane, killing three thousand of them? 
Answer: The Battle of Blood River 

(15) What February 23, 1854 convention between Great Britain and the Voortrekkers set up the 
Orange Free State? 

Answer: The Bloemfontein Convention 

15. For the stated number of points, answer these questions related to the Kurdish population of the 
Middle East. 



(5/5/5) The Kurds are the fourth largest ethnic group living in the Middle East. For five points each, 
name the three groups greater in number. 

Answer: Arabs, Persians, Turks 

(5/5/5) For five points each, name any three of the five major states that have administered Kurdistan 
since World War I. 

Answers: Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, and the former Soviet Union 

16. Pi and e are two irrational mathematical constants with considerable importance. Name these 
less important mathematical constants for ten points apiece. 

(10) It is found by integrating e to the negative x times the natural log ofx from zero to infinity. 
Numerically, it comes to about 0.577216. 

Answer: Euler's constant 

(10) Integrate the arc tangent of t divided by t from zero to one to find this constant equal to about 
0.915965. 

Answer: Catalan's constant 

(10) This constant is found by summing one over n to the x from n equals one to infinite when x is 
equal to 3. 

Answer: Apery's constant 

17. Answer these questions about The National Women's Hall of Fame? 
(10) What city was the Hall of Fame Founded in? 
Answer: Seneca Falls, New York 

(10) Alphabetically, who is the first member ofthe Hall of Fame and brought her fight for women's 
rights and civil liberties to Congress in the 1970s. 

Answer: Bella Abzug 

(10) Alphabetically, who is the last member ofthe Hall of Fame and was voted the best Woman 
Athlete prior to 1950? 

Answer: "Babe" Didrickson Zaharias 

18. Answer the following questions about the federal tax code for 15 points each: 
(15) For 1998 returns, taxpayers may claim a child tax credit of up to how many dollars for each 

eligible child under age 17? 
Answer: $400 (Do not accept $500). 

(15) Also for 1998 returns, people may claim a $1,500 tax credit for college expenses. What name is 
given to this scholarship credit, the same name as the town where President Clinton was born? 

Answer: HOPE Scholarships 

19. Given the university, give the U.S. city it is in for five points each and a bonus five for all of them. 
(5) Louisiana State University 
Answer: Baton Rouge, LA 
(5) Oral Roberts University 
Answer: Tulsa, OK 
(5) Washington and Lee University 
Answer: Lexington, VA 
(5) Marquette University 
Answer: Milwaukee, WI 
(5) Gonzaga University 
Answer: Spokane, WA 



20. "Dying is an art, like everything else. I do it exceptionally well," wrote Sylvia Plath a few months 
before proving herself right by gassing herself to death in a kitchen stove. Now, for ten points 
each, answer these questions about Plath's life. 

(10) A British poet whom she met while studying at Cambridge University, he was Plath's husband 
from 1956 to 1962. 

Answer: Ted Hughes 

(10) Her only novel, The Bell Jar, was a thinly fictionalized account of Plath's experiences as a guest 
editor for this New York fashion magazine in 1953, and describes the Madison Avenue world of 
style and glamour. 

Answer: Mademoiselle 

(10) An influential presence in much of Plath's poetry, name this title character of an autobiographical 
poem who is told, "There's a stake in your fat black heart! And the villagers never liked you.! They 
are dancing and stamping on you.! They always knew it was you." 

Answer: Daddy 

21. For ten points each, identify these terms and people encountered by main character Winston 
Smith in George Orwell's "1984" from their descriptions. 

(10) Winston's lover. 
Answer: Julia 

(10) The name of the country in which Winston lives 
Answer: Oceania 

(10) The new language that was invented by the government as to eliminate any sort rebellion in the 
speech and minds of the people. 

Answer: Newspeak 

22. Answer the following about childhood development for ten points apiece: 
(10) Pioneered by Watson, this term refers to the behaviorists' belief that biology has no influence on 

behavior; it is entirely determined by environment. 
Answer: tabula rasa or blank slate 

(10) Not surprisingly, this man's theories of childhood development centered on sexual motives. 
Answer: Sigmund Freud 

(10) He broke with Freud to advocate a sense of inferiority, particularly that caused by birth order, as 
an important factor in development. 

Answer: Alfred Alder 

23. 30-20-10: Identify the contemporary writer from lines. 
(30) "Earth's the right place for love: I don't know where it's likely to go better." 
(20) "1 shall be telling this with a sigh/Somewhere ages and ages hence" 
(10) "But I have promises to keep/And miles to go before I sleep." 
Answer: Robert Frost 

24. For the stated number of points, identify the respective states in which the headquarters of the 
following organizations are located: 

(5) For five points, the Screen Actors Guild. 
Answer: California (it's in Los Angeles) 

(10) For 10 points, the National Arbor Day Foundation. 
Answer: Nebraska (it's in Nebraska City) 

(15) For 15 points, the American Red Cross. 
Answer: Virginia (it's in Falls Church) 



25. "All the world is a stage," but ''the world" is not the answer to any ofthe following questions about 
the three basic types of staging used in modern theater. FTPAP, name the type of staging. 

(10) This type of stage is designed only to be viewed from the front. Sometimes called a "picture 
frame" stage, it is the only one of the three types which utilizes a curtain. 15 points. 

Answer: proscenium stage 

(10) These stages have seats arranged around three sides of a raised platform that extends into the 
auditorium. The purpose is to bring the audience and performers closer together than a 
proscenium stage can and it is commonly employed in the performance of Shakespearean plays. 

Answer: open stage 

(10) This type of staging doesn't really employ much of a stage, as the performers act in an open 
space at floor level in the middle of the auditorium. Most venues with this sort of staging have 
very limited seating and scenery can be used only minimally. 

Answer: theater-in-the-round 




