TOSSUPS - EMERGENCY BLIND ROUND
CENTER OF THE KNOWN UNIVERSE OPEN 1998

Questions by Charlie Steinhice

1.
His first act was to make the Euphrates the empire’s eastern border and thus abandon his predecessor’s untenable Parthian conquests.  His domestic reforms improved civil service, law, and taxation.  He suppressed the rebellion of Simon Barchocheba in Palestine.  And his most famous erection was 73 miles long -- what a guy!   FTP name the Roman emperor who built a wall to keep the troublesome Picts out of England.
[Hadrian]

2. 
A graduate of the University of Iowa, while at Johns Hopkins in the late 1940’s he used captured German V-2 rockets to carry instruments into the upper atmosphere.  He returnedto Iowa as a professor, where he was involved in the design and instrumentation of Explorer I.  The major finding of his high altitude research  was the existence of two zones of radiation around the Earth.  FTP name him.

[James Van Allen]

3.
According to one reference source he was professor of physics at Turin from 1834 to 1859, but the same source says he died in 1856.  Guess his coursework was a bit light those last three years.  Anyway, his stint at Turin was late in his life, well after he formulated his most famous hypothesis in 1811.  But it took till 1860 for Stanislao Cannizzaro to verify it and realize its significance.  FTP name the man who postulated that equal volumes of gases at equal pressures contain equal numbers of molecules.

[Amedeo Avogadro]

4.
Ernest Borgnine, Hume Cronyn, Patricia Neal, and Kevin Spacey all got their starts here; the most famous alumnus is Gregory Peck. Since George Bernard Shaw was a vegetarian, it sent him spinach as royalty payment, while Noel Coward, Thornton Wilder, and Tennessee Williams accepted Virginia ham.  It had the hams because for the audience a whole pig was worth a season pass.  FTP name this red-brick theatre in Abingdon, VA, which keeps thename from its Depression-era means of survival.

[the Barter Theatre]

5. 
Its biggest advantage is that it results in straight-line bearings that are correct, an obvious aid in navigation.  However, some have charged that its continued use is Eurocentric because it distorts the areas closer to the pole so that they appear larger.  It shows the meridians and parallels as crossing at right angles because the spherical Earth is projected as a cylinder onto a flat surface.  FTP name this map projection, named for its 16th century inventor.







[Mercator projection]

6. 
These horrible monsters make an appearance in the Aeneid, where they predict dire troubles for the Trojans, including that they will have to eat their own tables.  They are better known from the Voyage of the Argo, where they putrified the table of King Phineus until Zetes and Calais drove them off.  FTP, what are these half-woman, half-bird monsters, whose collective name today is still used as an insult?

[Harpies]

7. 
It comes from a slang term for a buzzing insect.  Federico Fellini chose it as the name for a character in La Dolce Vita, and the term soon came to apply to real-life equivalents such as Ron Galella.  FTP give this term for a reporter or photographer, usually freelance, who doggedly and intrusively searches for sensational stories and/or candid pictures of celebrities.


[paparazzo; accept the plural paparazzi]

8.
His stories and sketches of Ukranian life were collected in Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka, which included some of the stories later published in Cossack Tales.  He destroyed some of his manuscripts out of religious fanaticism after an 1848 pilgrimage to Palestine.  Among those he didn’t destroy were The Nose,  The Overcoat, and The Inspector General.  FTP name this author.

[Nikolai Gogol]

9.
He distinguished himself as a cavalry officer in the Boer War.  As commander of the 1st Army Corps he fought at Mons and Ypres and on the Meuse.  He distrusted innovations in warfare, and his strategy of attrition led to friction with Lloyd George.  FTP name this Scottish-born general, Commander-in-Chief of the British Army in World War I, who shares his last name with an equally psychotic American general and Secretary of State.


[Douglas Haig, 1st Earl of Haig]

10.
The concept came from Jed Buell, a former Denver theater manager turned producer.  The director was the prolific Sam Newfield.  The romantic leads were Yvonne Moray and Billy Curtis; Curtis parlayed this into the role in The Wizard of Oz as the Lord High Mayor of the Munchkin City.  FTP name this, the first and (mercifully) last all-midget Western.


[The Terror of Tiny Town]

11. 
Here’s a Newly Dead Game tossup!  Clara Rockmore died in May at age 87.  She was the first and foremost virtuoso of an instrument invented by her lover, perhaps the only instrument played without actually touching it.  It first gained notoriety in the soundtrack for Spellbound and was used in the hits “Good Vibrations,” “Veloria,” and “With or Without You.”. FTP give the last name of Rockmore’s Russian lover and you’ve named the original electronic musical instrument.

[theremin]

12.
The real one depicted Scottish country life in such admired novels as The Ayrshire Legatees and The Annals of the Parish.  The fictional one had a monologue that probably lasted as long any of those novels.  In that monologue this research engineer expounds on ethical egoism, or objectivism.  FTP name this character and you’ve answered the question that opens Ayn Rand’s novel Atlas Shrugged.
[John Galt]

13.
It galvanized union support for Truman in the election of 1948.  It required union leaders to swear under oath that they weren’t Communists,  required unions to register and file financial reports with the Department of Labor, and allowed states to pass right-to-work laws and reguylatre the number of union shops.  Its most important provision gave the president the power to impose a “cooling-off” period to stop strieks that threatened national health or safety.  FTP name this act, passed over Truman’s veto in 1947.


[Taft-Hartley Act; accept Labor-Management Relations Act]

14. 
A subset of this movement was the Vienna Circle, which included such thinkers as Schlick, Neurath, and Carnap.  It was hostile to metaphysics and theology and advocated the principle of verifiability, saying that any statement that could not be proven true of false was meaningless.  FTP name this 20th century philosophical school.









[logical positivism]

15.
His economy and directness heavily influenced Michelangelo and Masaccio, as did his rejection of the flat stylized Byzantine style.  His own figures of solidity and weight can be seen in Madonna in Glory, Devils Cast out of Arezzo, and Ognissanti Madonna, as well as Legend of St. Francis in the Upper Church at Assisi and the Life and Passion of Christ in Padua.  FTP name this Florentine master of the fresco.

[Giotto]

16.
Hugh Edwards’ Crack of Doom.  G. Wilson Knight’s The Imperial Theme.  Aldous Huxley’s Brief Candles.  William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury.  Philip Barry’s Tomorrow and Tomorrow.  And M.C. Munday’s The Ravelled Sleave.  FTP these works all take their titles from what Shakespeare tragedy?
[MacBeth]

17. 
A pupil of Laplace and Lagrange, he became professor at the Ecole Polytechnique in 1806. He made contributions in celestial mechanics and electromagnetism, but his real legacy is in probability theory.  FTP name the man who established the law governing the distribution of rare and randomly occurring events.

[Simeon Poisson]

18.
Synthesized by many microorganisms, it contributes structural components to the coenzymes NAD and NADP.  Yeast, fortified white bread, and liver are good sources, but the body can also synthesize it from tryptophan.  FTP name this vitamin of the B complex, a deficiency of which causes pellagra.



[Niacin or nicotinic acid]

19.
While they opposed the nomination of George McClellan in 1864, they had enough clout to get one of their ranks, George Pendleton, on the Democratic ticket as his running mate. Pendleton got the nod because their most prominent exponent, Clement Vallandigham, was already exiled by then. Their nickname stemmed from what some wore to emphasize their hard-money preferences; however, their economic issues were generally overshadowed by their criticism of the war effort.  FTP name this mostly Midwestern faction which opposed the Civil War.
[Copperheads] 

20.
The younger son Edmund is consumptive, but his father refuses to recognizes that rather obvious detail.  The older son is a bitter alcoholic, and his mother Mary stays in a morphine-induced haze.  And the father is a vain and miserly semiretired actor named James Tyrone.  FTP name this study in dysfunctionality which won a posthumous Pulitzer in drama for Eugene O’Neill.

[Long Day’s Journey Into Night]

21. The name’s the same: the term meaning an artificial mechanical manipulator first coined in a Robert Heinlein story of the same name; the surname of the French heretic who founded the Waldenses; the most famous creation of Martin Handford; and the middle name of the author of Self-Reliance.  FTP what’s the name?
[Waldo]

